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ABSTRACT 

Recent  increases  of  White-faced  Ibis  (Ple- 
gadis  chihi )  in  the  Great  Plains  have  been 
considered  a  “reoccupation”  of  the  species’ 


former  range.  Review  of  the  published  litera¬ 
ture  and  specimen  record,  however,  indicates 
that  this  species  has  only  recently  become  a 
regular  breeder  in  the  Great  Plains;  thus,  re¬ 
cent  patterns  of  summering  and  nesting  birds 
in  the  region  are  best  considered  a  range  ex¬ 
pansion.  Currently,  this  species  is  increasing 
in  the  Great  Plains,  where  it  is  an  uncommon 
migrant  and  local  breeder.  Extralinrital 
records  of  this  species  are  also  increasing, 
both  along  the  Atlantic  Coast  and  the  Gulf 
Coast,  probably  indicative  of  the  health  of 
the  mid-continental  breeding  population. 
The  status  of  this  species  in  the  Great  Plains 
appears  linked  to  fluctuations  of  core  breed¬ 
ing  populations,  especially  those  in  the  Inter¬ 
mountain  West. 

Background 

In  the  past  50  years,  populations  of  White¬ 
faced  Ibis  ( Plegadis  chihi)  have  increased 
throughout  the  Great  Plains,  and  this  in¬ 
crease  has  recently  accelerated.  Prior  to  this 
increase,  the  species  was  very  scarce  in  the 
Great  Plains.  The  existence  of  a  few  historical 


breeding  records  from  the  late  1800s  and  ear¬ 
ly  1900s  appears  to  have  led  to  the  supposi¬ 
tion  that  the  current  range  expansion  repre¬ 
sents  a  reoccupation  of  a  former  regular 
breeding  range  (AOU  1983,  Ryder  and  Man- 
ry  1994,  Sharpe  et  al.  2001,  Dinsmore  et  al. 
1984).  It  is  more  likely,  however,  that  the 
current  range  expansion  is  unprecedented 
and  that  the  species’  dynamic  status  in  the 
Great  Plains  is  linked  to  fluctuations  of  core 
breeding  populations  elsewhere.  This  article 
documents  the  species’  pattern  of  expansion 
in  the  Great  Plains,  compares  the  species'  his¬ 
torical  and  modern  status,  and  suggests  ex¬ 
planations  for  these  changes. 

Status  in  the  Great  Plains,  1891-1925 

There  are  three  early  (pre-1925)  breeding 
records  of  White-faced  Ibis  from  the  Great 
Plains.  The  first  two  were  nests  found  at 
Heron  Lake,  Jackson  County,  Minnesota  in 
1894  and  1895  (Peabody  1896);  the  other 
was  found  in  an  area  now  designated  the  Har¬ 
vard  Waterfowl  Production  Area,  Clay  Coun¬ 
ty,  Nebraska  in  1916  (Swenk  1918).  These  are 
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the  only  early  breeding 
records  north  of  Texas  and 
east  of  the  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tains.  Even  in  central  and 
north  Texas,  the  only  breed¬ 
ing  records  prior  to  1900 
were  from  McLennan 
County  (Oberholser  1974). 

Nonbreeding  records  prior 
to  1925  also  indicate  that 
the  species  was  rare  in  the 
Great  Plains.  The  only  Ok¬ 
lahoma  record  was  a  speci¬ 
men  taken  in  1897  (Sutton 
1967),  and  it  was  “not  cited 
by  early  observers”  in  the 
Texas  Panhandle  (Seyffert 
2001).  Douthitt  (1918)  not¬ 
ed  that  it  “rarely  wandered 
over  Kansas,”  while  Bruner  et  al.  (1904)  list 
three  early  Nebraska  records  and  considered 
it  a  “straggler  from  the  south.”  The  only  defi¬ 
nite  Iowa  record  was  a  specimen  taken  from  a 
flock  of  1 3  ibis  in  1891,  although  another  Ple- 
gadis  specimen  was  taken  in  1905  (Kent  and 
Dinsmore  1996).  There  are  no  early  breeding 
records  for  North  Dakota  or  eastern  Montana 
(Ryder  and  Manry  1994),  and  there  were  no 
confirmed  sight  records  for  South  Dakota 
(SDOU  1991),  Manitoba,  Saskatchewan,  or 
Alberta  during  this  period  (Goossen  et  al. 
1995). 

Status  in  the  twentieth 
century  after  1925 

The  second  quarter  of  the  twentieth  century 
saw  a  handful  of  reports  of  White-faced  Ibis 
in  the  Great  Plains,  followed  by  a  slow  in¬ 
crease  in  reports  beginning  in  1951.  During 
the  years  1926-1950,  there  were  no  breeding 
records  in  the  Great  Plains,  and  the  species 
was  scarce.  In  Nebraska,  for  example,  there 
was  only  a  single  report  of  a  Plegadi s  ibis  be¬ 
tween  1930  and  1949  (Fichter  1946)  and 
none  for  Minnesota  between  1911  and  1956 
(Green  and  Janssen  1975).  In  1951,  breeding 
was  discovered  at  Cheyenne  Bottoms,  Kansas 
(Thompson  and  Ely  1989)  and  again  there  in 
1962  (Zunanich  1963)  and  1965  (Ryder 
1967).  Since  1965,  it  has  ap¬ 
parently  been  a  regular  breed¬ 
er  at  Cheyenne  Bottoms 
(Thompson  and  Ely  1989), 
which  remained  the  only 
breeding  site  in  the  Great 
Plains  until  1970. 

Since  1970,  additional 
breeding  sites  have  been  dis¬ 
covered  through  1986  (Table 
1).  The  first  confirmed  nest¬ 
ing  record  for  Canada  was  at 
Kininvie,  Alberta,  in  1982 
(Table  1;  Goossen  et  al. 

1995).  This  is  contrary  to 
Salt  and  Salt  (1976),  who  in¬ 
correctly  cited  the  year  as 


Table  1.  First  nesting  records  of  White-faced  Ibis  at  "new"  colonies  1970-1986. 


Year 

Location  ( county  in  italics) 

Source 

1970 

Lower  Latham  Reservoir,  Weld,  CO 

Andrews  and  Righter  (1993) 

1970 

Bowdoin  N.W.R.,  Phillips,  MT 

Lokemoen  (1979),  Lenard  et  al.  (2003) 

1973 

Lake  Tucumcari,  Quay,  NM 

Hundertmark  (1974) 

1975 

Ellis,  TX 

Pulich  (1988) 

1978 

Sand  Lake  N.W.R.,  Brown,  SD 

SDOU  (1991) 

1978 

Long  Lake  N.W.R.,  Burleigh,  ND 

Schmidt  (1980) 

1979 

Kraft  Slough,  Sargent,  ND 

Schmidt  (1980) 

1982 

Lake  Nettie  N.W.R.,  McLean,  ND 

R.  Martin,  pers.  comm. 

1982 

Kininvie,  Alberta 

Goosen  etal.  (1995) 

1984 

Whitewood  Lake  and  Lake  Preston,  Kingsbury,  SD 

SDOU  (1991) 

1984 

Valentine  N.W.R.,  Cherry,  NE 

Ducey  (1984) 

1985 

Playa  wetland  near  Hart,  Castro,  TX 

Seyffert  (2001) 

1986 

Jemmerson  Slough,  Dickinson,  IA 

Dinsmore  and  Dinsmore  (1986) 

1975,  although  breeding  may  well  have  oc¬ 
curred  earlier  than  1982  (Goossen  et  al. 
1995).  Reported  nesting  in  Fall  River  Coun¬ 
ty,  South  Dakota,  in  1978  by  Johnsgard 
(1979)  is  an  apparent  error  (SDOU  1991;  D. 
Swanson,  pers  comm.).  During  the  last 
quarter  of  the  twentieth  century,  the  in¬ 
crease  in  reports  of  breeding  birds  in  the 
Great  Plains  accelerated,  as  evidenced  by 
numerous  (29)  additional  nesting  records 
from  1987  through  2001  (Table  2).  Addi¬ 
tional  breeding  records  have  not,  however, 
been  recorded  from  Iowa,  Minnesota,  or 
New  Mexico,  and  breeding  has  never  been 
documented  from  Saskatchewan. 

As  of  2001,  there  were  still  only  a  few  sites 
in  the  Great  Plains  where  regular  breeding 
occurs  (Table  3).  However,  annual  surveys  or 
other  unambiguous  information  that  would 
confirm  continuing  breeding  are  not  avail¬ 
able  for  all  sites  where  breeding  is  considered 
“regular.”  This  is  especially  true  in  the  Dako¬ 
tas,  where  there  are  few  observers  and  where 
birds  move  from  year  to  year  to  favorable 
wetlands  that  are  dispersed  over  a  large  area. 
There  are  at  least  11  breeding  records  from 
central  North  Dakota  (R.  Martin,  pers. 
comm.,  G.  Knutsen,  pers.  comm.,  Schmidt 
1980),  and  breeding  may  occur  regularly  in 
that  region.  The  limited  number  of  observers 


Pre-1925 


and  thus  the  limited 
amount  of  data  from  many 
regions  of  the  Great  Plains 
make  assessing  the  regular¬ 
ity  of  breeding  at  many  lo¬ 
cales  difficult.  In  short, 
breeding  may  occur  regu¬ 
larly  at  more  locales  than 
indicated  here,  and  some 
sites  thought  to  be  “regu¬ 
lar”  may  have  only  inter¬ 
mittent  breeding,  and  in 
fact,  the  majority  of  sites 
where  breeding  has  been 
recorded  are  not  used  regu¬ 
larly.  The  species  is  well 
adapted  to  finding  new 
nesting  areas  (Ryder  and 
Manry  1994),  and  condi¬ 
tions  at  wetlands  throughout  the  Great  Plains 
are  dynamic.  A  mixed  rookery  of  White¬ 
faced  Ibis,  Cattle  Egrets  ( Bubulcus  ibis),  and 
Black-crowned  Night-herons  ( Nycticorax 
nycticorax)  was  discovered  at  a  playa  in 
Meade  County,  Kansas  after  a  seven-inch  rain 
that  filled  the  playa  to  record  levels  (Flowers 
1998).  White-faced  Ibis  were  found  breeding 
at  a  playa  in  Clay  County,  Nebraska  in  June 
2001  following  heavy  snowmelt.  This  colony 
was  unsuccessful,  however,  due  to  declining 
summer  water  levels  (JGJ,  pers.  obs.).  Vari¬ 
able  water  levels  at  reservoirs  on  the  eastern 
plains  of  Colorado  limit  optimal  nesting  con¬ 
ditions  (R.  Levad,  pers.  comm.).  Regular 
breeding  locales  are  also  susceptible  to  vari¬ 
able  water  conditions:  Cheyenne  Bottoms, 
for  example,  dried  up  completely  in  the  late 
1980s  (Grzybowski  1989)  and  was  not  used 
by  ibis  during  those  years. 

In  addition  to  breeding  records,  larger 
numbers  of  nonbreeding  White-faced  Ibis 
and  increases  in  the  frequency  of  its  occur¬ 
rence  have  been  noted  on  the  Great  Plains 
and  adjacent  areas.  The  dramatic  change  in 
status  in  South  Dakota  is  perhaps  the  best  il¬ 
lustration:  following  the  first  state  record  in 
1962,  it  was  described  as  “rare  to  uncom¬ 
mon”  by  1991  (SDOU  1991),  and  by  2001,  it 
was  considered  “locally  common”  (Tallman 
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Figure  1.  Breeding  locations  of  White-faced  Ibis  in  the  Great  Plains,  1900  to  present,  in  25-year 
increments.  Blue  squares  indicate  regular  breeding  sites;  red  dots  indicate  isolated  records. 
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Figure  1 .  White-faced  Ibis  has  shown  a  remarkable  pattern  of  colonization  in  the  Great  Plains,  especially  since  the  1 970s. 
This  expansion  appears  to  be  recent  rather  than  a  re-occupation  of  former  range.  Images  in  this  article  are  of  adult  White-faced 
Ibis  at  Banner  Wildlife  Area,  Warren,  Iowa,  photographed  3  October  2004  by  Jay  Gilliam. 


et  al.  2002).  Similarly,  in  Nebraska,  Johns- 
gard  (1980)  described  the  species  as  “ex¬ 
tremely  rare”  in  1980,  but  two  decades  later, 
Sharpe  et  al.  (2001)  considered  it  a  “fairly 
common  migrant.”  In  the  Texas  Panhandle, 
where  “as  late  as  mid-century  [ca.  1950]  it 
was  considered  rare,”  it  is  now  “uncommon 
to  common”  (Seyffert  2001).  In  Iowa, 
White-faced  Ibis  was  listed  as  “accidental” 
in  the  early  1980s  (Dinsmore  et  al.  1984), 
but  just  over  a  decade  later  it  was  consid¬ 
ered  “regular”  but  “rare”  (Kent  and  Dins¬ 
more  1996).  Recent  counts  of  the  species  in 
the  Great  Basin  have  been  impressive:  2000 
were  at  Cheyenne  Bottoms  and  Quivira 
N.W.R.  on  1  September  1996  (Grzybowski 
1996),  and  400  were  at  a  single  wetland  in 
North  Dakota  11  August  2001  (R.  Martin, 
pers.  comm.).  Increased  frequency  of  occur¬ 
rence  has  also  been  reported  along  the  At¬ 
lantic  Coast  of  the  United  States,  where  a 
few  decades  ago  the  appearance  of  a  single 
White-faced  Ibis  was  considered  extraordi¬ 
nary  (Brinkley  2002). 

Since  2001,  the  Great  Plains  have  been 
markedly  drier  than  the  decade  prior,  and 
portions  have  experienced  persistent  severe 
drought  (see  Grzybowksi  2002,  Grzybowski 
and  Silcock  2004a,  2004b,  Martin  2003). 
Shifts  in  local  abundance  of  White-faced  Ibis 
are  unquestionably  influenced  by  climate 
and  resulting  habitat  conditions.  In  recent 
years,  breeding  activity  appears  to  have  been 
limited  to  large  and  relatively  stable  wet¬ 
lands,  such  as  those  in  the  Dakotas  (e.g., 
nesting  confirmed  at  Lake  Bertha,  Cass 


County,  North  Dakota  in  2002  [Martin 

2003] ).  It  is  not  clear  whether  high  concen¬ 
trations  and  increased  frequency  in  periph¬ 
eral  areas  represent  actual  increases  or 
whether  local  birds  are  augmented  by  birds 
displaced  from  other  areas.  In  2002, 
400-500  White-faced  Ibis  were  recorded  in 
Day  County,  South  Dakota  15  September 
(Martin  2003).  White-faced  Ibis  has  become 
“almost  annual”  at  a  few  sites  in  the  south¬ 
ern  Prairie  Provinces  (Koes  and  Taylor 

2004) ,  with  an  “astounding  85”  at  Whitewa¬ 
ter  Lake,  Manitoba  21  August  2004  (Koes 
and  Taylor  2005);  the  species  nested  at  this 
site  in  July  2005  (R.E  Koes,  pers.  comm.). 
Reports  continue  to  be  regular  in  western 
sections  of  both  Minnesota  and  Iowa.  The 
overall  trend  of  increase  in  the  Great  Plains 
appears  to  continue. 

Discussion 

The  supposition  that  the  Great  Plains  was 
once  part  of  the  regular,  historic  breeding 
range  of  White-faced  Ibis  appears  to  be  based 
on  three  early  breeding  records;  however, 
this  conclusion  is  not  justified  in  the  context 
of  the  species’  overall  historic  occurrence.  All 
other  available  information  suggests  that  the 
species  was  scarce  or  absent  in  the  region  un¬ 
til  the  middle  twentieth  century  and  that  it 
has  increased  in  this  region  only  recently. 
White-faced  Ibis  are  distinctive  and  not  par¬ 
ticularly  secretive,  so  the  presence  of  a  regu¬ 
lar  breeding  population  should  have  pro¬ 
duced  additional  sightings,  including 
migrants,  by  early  observers.  Moreover,  the 


early  breeding  records  from  Minnesota  and 
Nebraska  are  isolated,  not  only  from  regular 
breeding  areas  but  also  spatially  and  tempo¬ 
rally  from  each  other.  Extralimital  breeding 
records  in  Florida — in  the  same  years  as 
breeding  took  place  in  Minnesota  (Brewster 
1896,  Ryder  and  Manry  1994) — perhaps  sug¬ 
gest  wandering  from  regular  breeding  locales 
in  those  years.  Occasional  extralimital  breed¬ 
ing  by  ciconiids  is  of  course  by  no  means  un¬ 
usual.  The  historical  status  of  White-faced 
Ibis  in  the  Great  Plains  may  be  similar  to  the 
current  status  of  Tricolored  Heron  ( Egretta 
tricolor )  in  this  region,  for  instance.  This 
species  has  nested  on  several  occasions  in 
Kansas  (Thompson  and  Ely  1989),  on  three 
occasions  in  South  Dakota  (Martin  2001), 
and  at  least  once  in  North  Dakota  (Loke- 
moen  1979).  However,  it  is  otherwise  casual 
throughout  the  Great  Plains,  with  only  three 
accepted  records  for  Nebraska  (Sharpe  et  al. 
2001,  Grzybowski  2001a,  2001b),  four  for 
Iowa  (Kent  and  Dinsmore  1996;  J.  Dinsmore, 
pers.  comm.),  and  fewer  than  10  for  South 
Dakota  through  2001. 

The  Great  Plains  clearly  did  not  support  a 
significant  breeding  population  of  White¬ 
faced  Ibis  in  the  late  nineteenth  through 
middle  twentieth  centuries.  Its  patterns  of 
occurrence  there,  both  historic  and  recent, 
are  most  likely  tied  to  trends  in  the  species’ 
core  breeding  areas.  In  North  America,  the 
core  breeding  populations  of  White-faced 
Ibis  are  found  in  coastal  areas  of  Louisiana 
and  Texas  and  in  the  Intermountain  region 
of  the  western  United  States  (Ryder  and 
Manry  1994,  AOU  1983).  The  North  Amer¬ 
ican  breeding  range  also  includes  much  of 
Mexico  (AOU  1983),  where  the  species’ 
breeding  distribution  is  rather  poorly  known 
(Ryder  and  Manry  1994).  White-faced  Ibis 
are  locally  common  in  Texas,  but  numbers 
have  been  generally  decreasing  there.  Ober- 
holser  (1974)  noted  “formerly  (prior  to  ca. 
1916)  more  numerous  generally,  with  breed¬ 
ing  colonies  inland.”  Breeding  at  several  in¬ 
land  counties  had  ceased  by  the  early  1900s 
(Oberholser  1974).  The  Texas  coastal  popu¬ 
lation  has  continued  to  decrease,  by  “about 
65%  from  1969  to  1973”  (King  1980,  Web¬ 
ster  1975)  and  “from  6,500  to  2,300  pairs 
between  1981  to  1990”  (Ryder  and  Manry 
1994).  Likewise,  in  adjacent  Louisiana, 
White-faced  Ibis  numbers  dropped  by  about 
50%  between  the  years  1976  and  1990, 
down  to  6225  pairs  (Ryder  and  Manry 
1994).  The  Intermountain  West  also  record¬ 
ed  decreases  in  nesting  White-faced  Ibis  dur¬ 
ing  the  early  and  middle  twentieth  century 
(Ryder  1967,  Ryser  1985),  but  there  was  an 
impressive  increase  documented  in  the  re¬ 
gion  beginning  in  the  late  1970s  (Ryder  and 
Manry  1994,  Kingery  1980,  Ryser  1985, 
Sabo  1992).  The  population  in  the  Great 
Basin,  for  instance,  nearly  tripled  in  the  pe¬ 
riod  1985-1997,  despite  years  of  drought 
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Table  2.  Additional  White-faced  Ibis  breeding  records  in  the  Great  Plains,  1987-2001. 

Alberta 

Pakowki  Lake 

one  nest  in  1986, 3  pairs  in  1996 

Goossen  et  al.  (1995),  Koes  and  Taylor  (1996) 

Stirling  Lake 

2  nests  in  1992 

Goossen  et  al.  (1995),  Koes  and  Taylor  (1992) 

Southeast  of  Calgary 

Nested  in  1999 

Koes  and  Taylor  (1999) 

Colorado  (eastern  plains) 

Nee  Noshe  Reservoir,  Kiowa  Co. 

25-60  individuals  in  1998 

Truan  and  Perdval  (1998) 

Kansas 

Lakeview,  Meade  Co 

20+  nests  in  1997 

Flowers  (1998) 

Montana 

Benton  Lake  N.W.R.,  Cascade  Co. 

First  discovered  in  1994 

Berkey  (1995) 

Medicine  Lake  N.W.R.,  Sheridan  Co. 

First  discovered  in  2000 

Martin  (2000) 

Nebraska 

Crescent  Lake  N.W.R.,  Garden  Co. 

First  discovered  in  1987,  nested  again  in  1998 

Huber  1988,  Sharpe  etal.  (2001) 

Kissinger  Basin  W.M.A.,  Clay  Co. 

2001  nesting  attempt,  25  pairs,  unsuccessful 

pers.  obs. 

North  Dakota 

Stony  Slough,  Burleigh  Co. 

Nested  in  1988 

R.  Martin,  pers  comm. 

J.  Clark  Sawyer  N.W.R.,  McHenry  Co. 

Nesting  confirmed  in  early  1990s,  birds  present  in  2000  and  2001 

R.  Martin,  pers.  comm. 

Lake  Alice  N.W.R.,  Ramsey  Co. 

Several  nests  in  2000 

Martin  (2000) 

Dewald  Slough,  Kidder  Co. 

4- 

6  pairs  in  2001,  birds  present  since  1988,  perhaps  regular  breeder  R.  Martin,  pers.  comm. 

11  km  south  of  Tappan,  Kidder  Co. 

Possibly  2  pairs  in  1999,  unconfirmed 

R.  Martin,  pers.  comm. 

McKenzie  Slough,  Burleigh  Co. 

Possible  nesting  in  2001,  unconfirmed 

R.  Martin,  pers.  comm. 

Lake  Bertha,  Cass  Co. 

Possibly  2  pairs  in  2001,  unconfirmed 

R.  Martin,  pers.  comm. 

Logan  Co. 

Possibly  3-5  pairs  in  2000,  unconfirmed 

R.  Martin,  pers.  comm. 

Oklahoma 

Near  Hennessey,  Kingfisher  Co. 

Nested  in  2000, 40+  nests 

J.  Arterburn,  pers.  comm. 

Hackberry  Flat,  Tillman  Co. 

Nested  in  2001 

Grzybowski  (2001) 

West  of  Harper  Co.-Beaver  Co.  line,  Beaver  Co. 

Nested  in  2001,  approx.  25  nests 

J.  Arterburn,  pers.  comm. 

Texas  (north  and  pandhandle) 

Ralls  Sewage  Ponds,  Crosby  Co. 

Nested  1987 

Seyffert  (2001) 

Midland  Co. 

Nested  at  2  locations  in  1987 

Williams  (1987) 

Playa,  near  Plainview,  Hale  Co. 

Nested  1989, ''small"  colony 

Seyffert  (2001) 

Playa,  26  km  south  of  the  above  site,  Hale  Co. 

Nested  1989, 50+  pairs 

Seyffert  (2001) 

Dallas  Co. 

Nested  in  1990 

Lasley  and  Sexton  (1990) 

Playa,  near  Spearman,  Hansford  Co. 

Nested  1997,  at  least  2  pairs 

Seyffert  (2001) 

Playa,  near  Claude,  Armstrong  Co. 

6-7  ibis  carrying  nesting  material  in  1997 

Seyffert  (2001) 

Buffalo  Lake  N.W.R.,  Randall  Co. 

15  nests  in  1999 

Seyffert  (2001) 

and  flooding  (Earnst  et  al.  1998).  In  the  San 

Gulf  Coast,  where  wetlands  quality  and  ex- 

matic  increase  in  numbers  of  White-faced 

Luis  Valley  of  Colorado,  the  breeding  popu- 

tent  may  have  been  reduced  in  recent 

Ibis  in  the  Intermountain  West  mirrors  the 

lation  increased  from  200-300  pairs  in  the 

decades.  Pesticides  have  also  been  blamed 

increase,  in  timing  and  fashion,  of  the 

mid-1980s  to  an  estimated  4500  pairs  in 

for  the  declines  in  numbers  throughout  the 

species  on  the  Great  Plains,  the  source  of  re- 

2001  (R.  Levad,  pers.  comm.).  In  the  early 

species’  range  (Ryder  and  Manry  1994,  Ry- 

cent  pioneering  birds  on  the  Great  Plains 

twentieth  century,  the  withdrawal  of  the 

der  1985,  King  et  al.  1980).  It  is  conceivable 

seems  most  likely  derived  from  the  West 

species  from  inland  breeding  areas  in  Texas 

that  the  Gulf  Coast  populations  have  suf- 

rather  than  the  Gulf  Coast.  (An  exception 

coincided  with  the  decreased  occurrence  far- 

fered  declines  because  of  the  use  of  the  pes- 

may  be  the  few  birds  that  bred  at  Cheyenne 

ther  north  on  the  Great  Plains.  Thus  it  seems 

ticide  Aldrin  to  treat  rice,  an  important  Gulf 

Bottoms  in  1951  and  subsequently.  The  geo- 

reasonable  to  conclude  that  the  early  ex- 

Coast  crop  (King  et  al.  1980,  Webster  1975); 

graphic  source  of  these  few  pioneering  birds 

tralimital  records,  including  the  few  breed- 

use  of  this  pesticide  was  discontinued  after 

could  be  either  from  the  west  or  south;  we 

ing  records,  were  linked  to  the  Gulf  Coast 

1974.  The  banning  of  organochlorine  pesti- 

have  no  basis  for  speculation  in  that  case.) 

populations,  from  which  wandering  individ- 

cides  such  as  DDT  and  DDE  is  believed  to  be 

Finally,  global  climate  change,  which  ap- 

uals  (perhaps  spurred  by  drought  or  other 

partially  responsible  for  the  recent  increases 

pears  to  have  radically  changed  coastal  wet- 

stimuli)  moved  northward  and  discovered 

in  the  Intermountain  West  populations  of 

lands’  composition,  extent,  and  salinity  in 

favorable  conditions  for  breeding. 

the  species  (Ryder  and  Manry  1994,  Ryser 

recent  years  in  Louisiana  for  instance 

The  recent  increase  in  breeding  activity  in 

1985),  but  Earnst  et  al.  (1998)  question  the 

(Davis-Wheeler  2004),  should  be  consid- 

the  Great  Plains  may  indicate  recruitment 

importance  of  pesticide  bans  as  a  factor  in 

ered  a  possible  factor  in  the  changing  distri- 

from  White-faced  Ibis  populations  of  the 

ibis  population  increases.  Because  the  dra- 

bution  of  White-faced  Ibis. 
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Figure  2.  This  adult  White-faced  Ibis  was  likely  a  fall  migrant  moving  southward  after  breeding 
somewhere  in  the  northern  Great  Plains.  Fall  numbers  in  the  Great  Plains  are  on  the  increase, 
and  each  year  a  few  are  detected  in  states  to  the  east,  most  in  September  and  October. 


Conclusions 

Based  on  a  review  of  specimens  and  reports 
of  the  species  1891-2001,  we  conclude  that 
White-faced  Ibis  was  never  a  regular  breeder 
in  the  Great  Plains  and  was  historically 
scarce  there.  Recent  population  increases  in 
the  region  are  probably  unprecedented.  The 
expansion  of  White-faced  Ibis  in  the  Great 
Plains  appears  to  coincide  with  population 
fluctuations  in  core  breeding  areas;  histori¬ 
cally,  such  increases  seemed  linked  to  fluctu¬ 
ations  of  Gulf  Coast  populations,  while 
more  recent  increases  appear  to  be  related  to 
the  explosive  growth  of  populations  in  the 
Intermountain  West.  In  order  for  changes  in 
this  species'  breeding  distribution  to  be 
tracked  accurately  in  the  future,  birders 
should  keep  careful  records  of  extralimital 
White-faced  Ibis,  both  breeding  and  non¬ 
breeding  birds,  and  report  these  to  the  ap¬ 
propriate  committees  or  record-keepers. 
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Figure  1 .  View  of  Rush  Lake,  Wyoming  from  the  south.  Note  the  matrix  of  bulrush  islands  used  by  nestingjbis.  Photograph  by  the  author. 
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ABSTRACT 

Since  its  North  American  colonization  in  the 
early  1800s,  Glossy  Ibis  (Plcgadis  falcinellus) 
has  expanded  its  breeding  range  to  include 
the  eastern  U.S.  seaboard  and  northern  Gulf 
Coast  in  the  United  States.  Patten  and  Lasley 
(2000)  provided  an  excellent  overview  of 
this  event  and  the  species’  expected  further 
expansion  into  the  West.  Arterburn  and 
Grzybowski  (2003)  depicted  possible  Glossy 
Ibis  x  White-faced  ibis  hybrids  in  Oklahoma, 
a  phenomenon  that  had  not  been  reported 
previously  in  the  wild.  In  May  2005,  the  au¬ 
thor  noted  an  adult  Glossy  Ibis  at  Hutton 
Lake  National  Wildlife  Refuge  (near  Laramie, 


Wyoming)  that  was  associating  with  several 
White-faced  Ibis  (P  chihi).  Several  visits  to 
the  site  in  July  of  the  same  year  confirmed 
nesting  of  at  least  three  Glossy  Ibis,  one 
paired  with  a  White-faced  Ibis  (the  others’ 
pairings  unknown),  as  well  as  the  discovery 
of  a  possible  hybrid  individual  whose  breed¬ 
ing  status  remained  undetermined. 

INTRODUCTION 

Patten  and  Lasley  (2000)  concluded  that  the 
rapid  increase  of  Glossy  Ibis  ( Plegadis  fal- 
cincllus)  records  in  the  western  United  States 
“reflects  a  true  range  expansion.”  However, 
no  breeding  records  had  been  obtained  at 
that  point,  and  thus  the  expansion  could  not 
be  considered  one  of  breeding  range.  In  the 
western  United  States  during  the  late  twenti¬ 
eth  century,  the  species  was  noted  chiefly 
during  spring  migration,  was  only  sparsely 
reported  in  the  summer,  and  was  reported  in 
significantly  smaller  numbers  during  fall  mi¬ 
gration — likely  due  to  the  difficulty  in  sepa¬ 
rating  this  species  from  White-faced  Ibis  (P 
chihi )  at  that  time  of  year.  In  the  current  cen¬ 
tury,  ibis  exhibiting  characteristics  of  both 


Glossy  and  White-faced  were  noted  in  Okla¬ 
homa  in  2002  (Arterburn  and  Grzybowski 
2003),  but  it  was  not  possible  to  determine 
where  they  were  hatched.  At  mixed-species 
colonies  along  the  Gulf  Coast,  no  mixed- 
species  pairings  have  been  confirmed  (see 
Arterburn  and  Grzybowski  2003).  Faulkner 
(2004)  theorized  that  Glossy  Ibis  nesting  was 
occurring  at  unknown  locations  in  Great 
Plains  and  Rocky  Mountain  states,  but  a  lack 
of  observers  and  effort  probably  hindered 
their  discovery. 

In  2005,  I  decided  to  spend  more  effort 
observing  White-faced  Ibis  colonies  in 
Wyoming,  particularly  at  the  closest  possible 
location  to  my  home  for  nesting  ibis,  Hutton 
Lake  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  On  26  May 
2005,  my  first  visit  to  the  refuge,  I  noted  a 
single  adult  Glossy  Ibis  in  alternate  plumage 
associating  with  four  White-faced  Ibis  at 
Hoge  Lake  (one  of  five  lakes  in  the  refuge 
complex).  Later  visits  in  July  indicated  the 
presence  of  at  least  two  more  adult  Glossy 
Ibis  here;  visits  to  other  sites  on  the  Laramie 
Plains  (e.g.,  Lake  Hattie  Reservoir,  Twin 
Buttes  Reservoir,  Meeboer  Lake)  did  not  pro- 
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duce  sightings  of  Glossy  Ibis  (private  Cald¬ 
well  Lake,  near  Hutton  Lake,  was  not  visit¬ 
ed),  and  so  field  study  was  mostly  limited  to 
Hutton  Lake  National  Wildlife  Refuge. 

FIELD  ENCOUNTERS 

10  lulv  2005 

On  10  July,  six  weeks  after  1  had  observed  the 
adult  Glossy  Ibis  at  Hoge  Lake,  1  visited  all 
five  lakes  on  the  refuge  and  noted  that  ibis 
were  nesting  only  at  one,  Rush  Lake  (Figure 
1).  Of  all  the  lakes,  it  was  the  only  one  to 
have  islands  of  emergent  vegetation,  entirely 
bulrush  ( Scirpus ),  whereas  the  others  had 
emergent  vegetation  only  along  the  edge.  1 
watched  ibis  flying  to  and  from  the  vegetated 
islands  over  a  dike  on  the  lakes  western 
end,  noting  that  some  birds  tarried  at  a 
small  mud  island  just  off  the  southern 
shoreline.  Positioning  myself  atop  a 
nearby  hill  on  the  south  side  of  the  lake, 

1  had  a  clear  view  of  the  lake  and  island 
at  a  distance  of  60  m.  At  approximately 
1330,  1  noted  two  adult  Glossy  Ibis  with 
six  White-faced  Ibis  on  the  mud  island.  I 
examined  the  birds  carefully  for  hybrid 
characteristics  but  did  not  find  any  (Fig¬ 
ure  2).  All  of  the  ibis  eventually  took 
flight  and  headed  westward,  away  from 
the  refuge.  I  watched  the  ibis  return  to 
and  leave  Rush  Lake,  concluding  that 
they  were  feeding  recently  hatched 
young,  as  they  stayed  out  of  sight  in  the 
dense  vegetation  for  approximately  5-10 
minutes,  then  flew  westward  out  of  the 
refuge,  repeating  this  behavior  over  the 
two  hours  I  was  there.  In  particular,  I 
noted  a  Glossy  Ibis,  presumably  only  one 
individual,  engaged  in  this  behavior,  re¬ 
turning  to  the  same  location  (hereinafter 
designated  as  location  #1)  three  times  in 
the  duration  of  one  hour.  The  height  of  the 
bulrushes  prevented  further  observation  dur¬ 
ing  these  presumed  feeding  bouts.  Encour¬ 
aged  by  these  findings,  1  decided  to  come 
back  in  a  few  days  to  obtain  photographs  and 
gather  more  information.  I  enlisted  the  help 
of  Bill  Schinoker,  and  we  returned  to  Rush 
Lake  on  14  July. 

14  lulv  2005 

Schmoker  and  1  arrived  at  approximately 
0745,  but  the  bright  background  of  the 
cloudless  sky  was  not  conducive  to  photo¬ 
graphing  or  identifying  flying  dark  ibis.  No 
ibis  landed  on  the  mud  island,  so  observa¬ 
tions  were  essentially  limited  to  flying  birds. 
Curious  about  where  these  birds  were  forag¬ 
ing,  1  watched  one  of  the  birds  through  a 
spotting  scope  as  it  flew  to  a  marshy  area 
near  Brubaker  Road,  ca.  3  km  to  the  west.  We 
decided  to  survey  this  location  and  others  on 
the  Laramie  Plains  and  to  return  to  Rush 
Lake  later  that  afternoon. 

While  on  Brubaker  Road,  we  observed  ibis 
flying  to  and  from  several  locations,  notably 


a  large  wet  hay  meadow,  as  well  as  several 
small  wetlands,  none  of  which  afforded  op¬ 
portunities  for  viewing  ibis.  We  drove  north¬ 
ward  on  Brubaker  Road  and  flushed  five  ibis 
from  a  roadside  wetland.  We  stopped  and  re¬ 
found  three,  one  a  White-faced  Ibis,  another 
bird  thought  to  be  a  hybrid,  and  the  third  an 
apparent  Glossy.  The  birds  quickly  retreated 
into  vegetation.  Schmoker  then  located  a 
larger  flock  a  little  farther  from  the  road  in 
that  same  area  and  identified  only  White¬ 
faced  Ibis  among  a  portion  of  the  group  be¬ 
fore  they  flushed  and  did  not  return. 

We  returned  at  1445  and  noticed  that  ibis 
were  using  the  mud  island  once  again. 
Schmoker  photographed  an  adult  Glossy  Ibis 


at  this  island  (Figure  2),  as  well  as  a  bird  ex¬ 
hibiting  hybrid  characteristics  (Figure  3). 
During  this  time,  1  noticed  one  of  the  Glossy 
Ibis  returning  to  the  location  noted  on  my 
previous  visit  (location  #1)  at  least  four  times 
during  an  hour  and  half.  The  other  Glossy 
Ibis — 1  presumed  there  were  only  two  in¬ 
volved  in  these  observations — favored  a  dif¬ 
ferent  location  (location  #2)  approximately 
80  m  southeast  of  location  #1,  and,  impor¬ 
tantly,  closer  to  the  south  shoreline  from  our 
point  of  observation.  On  two  of  these  visits, 
that  Glossy  Ibis  flew  to  location  #2  with  a 
White-faced  Ibis.  During  one  of  these  visits, 
we  observed  the  White-faced  Ibis  feed  one 
fledgling  while  the  Glossy  Ibis  stood  nearby. 
However,  we  did  not  witness  the  Glossy  Ibis 
feed  any  young,  although  it  often  disappeared 
in  the  bulrush  for  minutes  at  a  time.  Satisfied 
that  these  observations  provided  some  evi¬ 
dence  of  nesting,  we  departed  around  1700. 

16  lulv  2005 

I  returned  two  days  later  for  a  brief  visit  ar¬ 
riving  around  0830.  I  eventually  found  a 


Glossy  Ibis  on  the  mud  island  at  0910  and 
watched  it  fly  to  location  #1  and  perch  on  the 
bulrush.  A  minute  later,  the  bird  flew  about  5 
m.  At  that  point,  two  fledglings  clambered 
onto  the  vegetation,  flapping  their  wings, 
and  were  fed  by  the  adult  Glossy.  Six  minutes 
later,  the  adult  flew  westward  and  out  of  the 
refuge.  To  my  knowledge,  this  marked  the 
first  observation  of  Glossy  Ibis  feeding  young 
in  the  western  United  States. 

At  0925,  while  scanning  the  marsh,  I 
found  a  Glossy  Ibis  at  location  #2.  Three 
minutes  later,  it  flew  about  15  m  and  perched 
in  the  bulrush.  Another  three  minutes  later, 
it  flew  another  7  m,  whereupon  a  fledgling 
approached  it  with  flapping  wings.  At  0933, 
I  took  a  25-second  videotape  (digiscoped 
with  a  Nikon  Coolpix  4500)  of  this 
Glossy  Ibis  feeding  two  fledglings,  con¬ 
firming  the  presence  of  at  least  two 
broods  produced  by  Glossy  Ibis  as  one  of 
the  parents.  This  Glossy  Ibis  flew  back 
and  forth  between  the  two  fledglings 
(feeding  them  twice)  and  a  location 
about  10  m  away,  but  the  bird  remained 
out  of  view  at  this  second  location  each 
time.  At  0938,  this  Glossy  Ibis  flew  west¬ 
ward.  I  stayed  for  another  45  minutes  but 
did  not  observe  another  Glossy  Ibis  dur¬ 
ing  that  time,  nor  were  any  of  their 
young  fed  as  far  as  I  could  ascertain. 

20  lulv  2005 

On  my  final  visit,  I  hoped  to  be  able  to 
determine  the  mate  of  each  Glossy  Ibis 
seen  on  the  previous  visits.  By  this  date, 
ibis  young  of  variable  ages  (some  volant 
and  with  fully  grown  bills,  others  with 
half-grown  bills  and  clearly  incapable  of 
any  kind  of  flight)  could  be  readily  ob¬ 
served  standing  atop  matted  bulrush 
clumps.  Several  such  groups  consisted  of  five 
or  six  birds  and  undoubtedly  included  young 
from  multiple  broods,  although  I  did  not  ob¬ 
serve  signs  of  creching.  Both  areas  at  which  1 
had  observed  Glossy  Ibis  feeding  young  were 
now  no  longer  isolated  but  contained  several 
small  groups  (two  or  three  individuals)  of 
young  ibis. 

I  arrived  around  1300  and  immediately  set 
up  a  spotting  scope  on  the  same  hill  on  the 
southern  side  of  Rush  Lake.  At  1328,  a 
White-faced  Ibis  fed  two  young  at  location 
#2.  About  ten  minutes  later,  I  found  a  Glossy 
Ibis  feeding  two  fledglings  at  a  new  location 
(#3),  about  60  m  from  the  previous  two  lo¬ 
cations,  in  the  lake’s  northeastern  quadrant. 
A  White-faced  Ibis  stood  nearby.  Although 
the  young  from  either  previous  location 
could  have  moved  to  this  new  spot,  further 
observations  would  show  that  they  had  not 
and  that  this  represented  a  third  Glossy  Ibis 
nesting.  I  now  had  three  locations  to  observe 
simultaneously,  which  would  prove  difficult. 

Observations  over  the  next  hour  were 
fruitless.  During  several  visits,  adult  Glossy 


'%■ 


Figure  2.  One  of  three  adult  Glossy  Ibis  present  at  Rush  Lake, 
Wyoming  14  July  2005.  Photograph  by  Bill  Schmoker. 
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and  White-faced  Ibis  were  seen  standing  at 
locations  #1  and  #3,  but  no  feedings  were 
observed.  Eventually,  1  found  a  Glossy  Ibis 
standing  with  five  White-faced  Ibis  in  the 
marsh.  One  minute  later,  the  Glossy  Ibis 
flew  to  location  #2,  fed  a  single  fledgling, 
then  flew  to  another  location  about  10  in 
away  and  was  lost  to  sight. 

At  1508,  a  Glossy  Ibis  fed  two  fledglings 
at  location  #1,  flew  off,  circled,  and  returned 
to  feed  one  of  the  fledglings  a  second  time. 
Two  minutes  later,  this  bird  flew  off  to  the 
west.  A  minute  later,  two  White-faced 
Ibis  arrived  at  that  location,  and  two 
minutes  later,  one  of  them  fed  the  same 
two  fledglings  that  the  Glossy  Ibis  had 
fed  just  five  minutes  previously,  then 
flew  off  to  the  west  shortly  afterwards. 

The  other  White-faced  Ibis  fed  a  differ¬ 
ent  set  of  fledglings  that  were  also  in 
that  area. 

Back  at  location  #3  at  1530,  I  found  a 
Glossy  Ibis  standing  amid  the  bulrush¬ 
es.  It  flew  about  5  m  and  vanished  into 
the  bulrush;  however,  I  noticed  that  as  it 
landed,  two  fledglings  hurried  to  that 
location  with  wings  fluttering  through 
the  bulrush  tops  and  were  clearly  being 
fed  during  that  time.  A  few  minutes  lat¬ 
er,  that  Glossy  Ibis  took  flight  toward 
the  west. 

A  few  minutes  after  that  Glossy  Ibis 
left,  1  found  another  Glossy  Ibis  in  that 
same  general  location.  It  flew  a  short  dis¬ 
tance  to  three  fledglings  that  I  had  ob¬ 
served  earlier  being  fed  by  a  White-faced 
Ibis  but  paid  no  apparent  attention  to 
them.  One  minute  later,  it  flew  20  m  to 
a  different  group  of  four  fledglings  and 
stood  preening,  also  apparently  paying 
them  no  attention,  nor  did  the  young  beg  to 
be  fed.  At  1543,  the  Glossy  Ibis  took  flight, 
landed  at  location  #2,  fed  two  fledglings,  and 
then  flew  off  to  the  west. 

DISCUSSION 

The  Birds  of  North  America  accounts  for  the 
Plegadis  ibis  (Ryder  and  Manry  1994,  Davis 
and  Kricher  2000)  indicate  that  there  are  no 
reports  of  extra-pair  copulation  or  feeding  of 
young  other  than  those  of  the  parents.  Thus, 
the  observation  of  two  young  being  fed  by 
individuals  of  both  species  constitutes 
strong  circumstantial  evidence  for  mixed- 
pair  nesting  at  this  location. 

Arterburn  and  Grzybowski  (2003)  state 
that  in  Gulf  coastal  colonies  containing  both 
Plegadis,  hybrids  or  mixed  pairs  have  not 
been  noted,  possibly  due  to  the  adequate 
number  of  each  species  at  those  sites  for 
conspecific  mate  selection;  they  also  note 
that  further  research  is  needed  on  the  sub¬ 
ject.  Little  is  known  about  species-specific 
courtship  displays  or  other  isolating  mecha¬ 
nisms.  The  presence  of  a  minimum  of  three 
Glossy  Ibis,  none  mated  to  each  other,  at  this 


one  site  in  Wyoming  may  suggest  that  either 
species-specific  displays  are  not  effective  in 
situations  of  mate  scarcity  or  that  other  non- 
species-specific  factors  are  involved  in  this 
case.  (These  three  Glossy  Ibis  could  all  have 
been  of  the  same  sex,  for  instance.) 

Migration  timing  may  affect  mate  selec¬ 
tion  for  extralimital  Glossy  Ibis.  Until  re¬ 
cently,  Glossy  Ibis  records  in  Colorado  and 
Wyoming  have  been  of  single  birds,  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  reports  falling  between  15  April  and 
15  May  (Faulkner  2004).  Glossy  Ibis  that 


Figure  3.  Suspected  White-faced  Ibis  x  Glossy  Ibis  at  Rush  Lake  14 
July  2005.  Note  the  reddish  eye,  the  thin,  deep-pink  facial  border 
not  connecting  behind  the  eye,  and  the  plum-gray  facial  skin.  This 
individual  exhibits  the  same  features  shown  by  the  Figure  10  bird 
in  Arterburn  and  Grzybowski  (2003).  Photograph  by  Bill  Schmoker. 

visit  White-faced  Ibis  colonies  in  the  West 
could  arrive  weeks  apart  from  one  another, 
and  the  time  lag  may  be  sufficient  enough 
for  early  migrants  to  pair  with  conspecifics, 
if  present,  or  White-faced  Ibis,  while  later- 
arriving  migrants  may  find  conspecifics  al¬ 
ready  paired  and  have  no  other  mate  option 
than  White-faced  Ibis. 

These  three  Glossy  Ibis  represent  only 
27%  (3  of  11)  of  migrant  Glossy  Ibis  report¬ 
ed  in  eastern  Colorado  during  spring  migra¬ 
tion  (16  April  to  18  May  2005)  and  only 
17%  (3  of  17)  for  the  entire  Colorado  and 
Wyoming  region  covered  in  this  journal.  Ex¬ 
perienced  observers  also  reported  three  sus¬ 
pected  hybrid  Plegadis  ibis  in  Colorado  (fide 
B.  Schmoker).  Some  of  the  Glossy  Ibis  re¬ 
ports  from  the  montane  West  may  pertain  to 
the  same  individual(s),  but  one  may  con¬ 
clude  that  vagrant  Glossy  Ibis  in  this  region, 
if  breeding,  probably  do  so  at  locations  oth¬ 
er  than  Hutton  Lake  National  Wildlife 
Refuge. 

Further  research,  perhaps  through  satel¬ 
lite  telemetry,  is  needed  to  understand  mi¬ 
gration  dynamics  of  Plegadis  in  North  Amer¬ 


ica.  Banding  records  have  provided  signifi¬ 
cant  information  on  White-faced  Ibis  breed¬ 
ing  sites,  migratory  routes,  and  wintering 
grounds  (Ryder  1967);  however,  little  is 
known  about  group  solidarity  during  migra¬ 
tion,  whether  all  individuals  in  a  migrant 
flock  attempt  nesting  at  the  same  location, 
or  when  and  where  Glossy  Ibis  join  White¬ 
faced  Ibis  flocks  (e.g.,  on  wintering  grounds 
or  mid-migration)  and  for  how  long. 

Observations  in  July  2005  provide  a 
strong  suggestion  of  at  least  one  mixed-pair 
of  Glossy  and  White-faced  Ibis  nesting 
and  successfully  producing  young  in 
southeastern  Wyoming.  In  addition,  two 
other  Glossy  Ibis  nested  (mates  un¬ 
known)  and  a  suspected  hybrid  (breed¬ 
ing  status  unknown)  were  located  at  this 
site  in  Wyoming.  This  represents  the 
first  documented  nesting  Glossy  Ibis  in 
the  western  United  States,  as  well  as  po¬ 
tentially  the  first  report  of  hybridization 
in  the  wild  of  Plegadis  ibis.  It  is  unlikely 
that  this  one  colony  is  the  sole  source  of 
all  reported  hybrids  or  the  only  location 
of  nesting  Glossy  Ibis  in  the  Great  Plains 
and  Rocky  Mountain  state  region. 
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Short  Trips  from  OBserv  Tours 

Boreal  Owl  and  Spruce  Grouse:  Extreme  northeast  corner  of  Washing¬ 
ton  is  the  site.  Once  the  Boreals  start  vocalizing  the  timing  is  dictated  by 
the  best  moon  phase  prior  to  the  heavy  snows  making  leaving  the  highway 
too  difficult.  From  Spokane.  Mark  Houston  leads. 

11-15  January  2006. 

Hawk  Owl  and  Gyrfalcon  Tour:  These  and  several  other  difficult  north¬ 
ern  specialties  including  Great  Cray  Owl  and  Spruce  Crouse.  From  Duluth, 
MN.  Mike  Hendrickson  leads.  28  December  2005-1  January  2006. 

Dovekie,  Alcids,  and  Boreal  Species:  This  trip  focuses  on  finding 
Dovekies  in  harbor  or  other  sheltered  site  where  they  can  be  well  seen.  On 
some  winters  we  have  had  many  other  Atlantic  alcids;  we  may  find  boreal 
passerines,  too,  if  snow  conditions  permit  observation  in  the  forests.  From 
Flalifax,  Nova  Scotia.  Blake  Maybank  leads.  7-11  January  2006. 

Yellow  Rail,  Whooping  Crane,  and  Ferruginous  Pygmy-Owl: 

The  trip  works  the  Texas  coastal  plain  from  Houston.  We  wade  the  brack¬ 
ish  marshes  for  the  rail,  take  a  boat  ride  for  the  cranes,  and  visit  a  ranch 
where  the  owls  reside.  P.D.  Hulce  is  the  leader.  11-15  January  2006. 

Buff-bellied  Hummingbird,  White-collared  Seedeater,  and 
"LRGV"  Specialties:  We  cover  the  lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  from  the  Gulf 
to  San  Ygnacio  in  the  Chihuahuan  Desert  country  of  Texas.  The  trip  usually 
gets  all  of  the  Valley  specialties  and  a  vagrant  species  or  two  from  Mexico, 
as  well.  From  McAllen,  Texas,  led  by  P.D.  Hulce,  16-22  January  2006. 

Colorado  Chickens:  White-tailed  Ptarmigan,  Sharp-tailed  Grouse, 

Greater  Sage  Grouse,  Gunnison  Sage  Crouse,  Lesser  Prairie-Chicken, 
Greater  Prairie-Chicken.  Most  are  seen  on  leks  at  good  range.  Three  rosy- 
finches  at  feeders.  Blue  Grouse  is  usually  seen,  as  well.  From  Denver,  with 
Nick  Komar  leading.  8-14  April  and  16-22  April  2006. 

Black-capped  Vireo,  Golden-cheeked  Warbler:  Travel  into  the  Texas 
Hill  Country  for  the  two  target  birds  at  the  time  of  year  when  they  are 
vocalizing  and  the  fields  are  ablaze  with  wildflowers.  We  usually  get  some 
"Valley”  species  such  as  Cave  Swallow.  From  San  Antonio.  PD.  Hulce 
leads.  17-20  April  2006. 

Contact:  Bob  Odear  at  ORServ  Tours,  Inc.,  3901  Trimble  Road, 
Nashville,  TN  37215;  (615)  292-2739;  observtours@bellsouth.net 
<observtours@belisouth.net>;  www.observtours.com 
<http://www.observtours.com>. 

Canada,  North  America,  ABA  Area 

Gambell,  Nome,  and  Pribilofs 

Bird  spring  migration  at  the  Pribilofs  (St.  Paul  Island),  Gambell,  and 
Nome  with  a  small  group  of  hearty  birders.  Peak  time  for  vagrants  and 
Alaskan  specialties.  Stay  in  Siberian  Yupik  Eskimo  home  in  Gambell; 
search  for  Bristle-thighed  Curlew  outside  Nome;  seabird  colonies  and  fur 
seals  rookeries  on  St.  Paul.  Small  group,  reasonable  price. 

Pribilofs,  May  2006;  Gambell  and  Nome,  May-Junc  2006. 

Contact;  Wilderness  Birding  Adventures,  5515  Wild  Mountain  Road, 
Eagle  River,  AK  99577;  (907)  694-7442;  wildbird@alaska.net  <wild- 
bird@alaska.net>. 

Caribbean 

Cuba  1  -  Zapata  Peninsula,  and  the  Mountains  and  Forests  of 
Western  Cuba 

This  trip  covers  locations  in  the  western,  central,  and  southern  endemic 
habitats,  and  visits  the  southern  (Caribbean)  coast,  offering  excellent 
opportunities  to  see  most  of  Cuba’s  endemics  and  an  excellent  variety  of 
other  species.  Led  by  Brett  Walker  and  Dr.  William  Suarez. 

5-14  January  2006. 

Contact:  Cary  Markowski;  (860)  350-6752;  Cubirds@aol.com 
<Cubirds@aol.com>;  CBSP,  P.O.  Box  355,  New  Milford,  CT  06776. 

Cuba  2  -  Zapata  Peninsula,  Northern  Archipelago  &  Eastern 
Endemic  Birding  Regions  of  Cuba 

This  trip  covers  locations  in  the  western,  central,  and  eastern  endemic 
habitats,  and  visits  both  the  northern  and  southern  coasts,  offering  the 
best  opportunities  to  see  the  greatest  number  of  endemics  and  other 
species.  Led  by  Brett  Walker  and  Dr.  William  Suarez.  17-28  January  2006. 
Contact:  Cary  Markowski;  (860)  350-6752;  Cubirds@aol.com 
<Cubirds@aol.com>;  CBSP,  P.O.  Box  355,  New  Milford,  CT  06776. 

Natural  Wonders  of  the  U.S.  &  British  Virgin  Islands 

Embark  on  the  yachtlike,  Nantucket  Clipper  in  St.  Thomas  into  some  of 
the  world's  most  beautiful  waters  with  stops  at  Great  Tobago,  Tortola,  the 
bird-laden  cliffs  of  tiny  Cooper  Island  and  the  Greater  Flamingoes  of  Ane- 
gada.  Snorkeling  opportunities  abound.  7-16  January  2006. 

Contact:  Clipper  Cruise  Line,  (800)  814-9393  x  6813  or  (800)  456- 
0020;  cspcrry@intrav.com  <csperry@intrav.com>  or 
groupres@intrav.com  <groupres@intrav.com>. 


Jamaica  Endemics 

The  interior  of  Jamaica  is  ruggedly  beautiful,  and  the  birds  are  fabulous. 
There  are  28  endemics  from  Mandeville  to  Cockpit  Country  to  Hardwar 
Gap  to  bcdesdown.  All  are  usually  seen  on  this  trip,  along  with  60  other 
species.  The  trip  is  led  by  Ann  Sutton  and/or  Brandon  Hay. 

20-26  February  2006. 

Contact:  OBServ  Tours,  Inc.,  3901  Trimble  Road,  Nashville,  TN 


37215;  (615)  292-2739;  observtours@bellsouth.net 
<observtours@bellsouth.net>;  www.observtours.com 
<http://www.observtours.com>. 

Puerto  Rico  Endemics 

Puerto  Rico  has  widely  varying  ecological  zones,  from  xeric  thorn  forest  to 
salt  marshes  to  moist  forests  to  high  mountains.  Of  course  that  results  in  a 
wide  variety  of  birds.  There  are  17  Puerto  Rico  endemics,  and  we  usually 
see  nearly  lOO  species.  Led  by  lose  Colon.  25-29  March  2006. 

Contact:  OBServ  Tours,  Inc.,  3901  Trimble  Road,  Nashville,  TN 
37215;  (615)  292-2739;  observ1ours@bellsoutli.net 
<observtours@bellsouth.net>;  www.observtours.com 
<http://www.observtours.com>. 

Dominican  Republic  Endemics 

Our  oldest  West  Indies  tour  takes  you  to  the  southwest  portion  of  the 
country,  where  dry  thorn  forest  covers  the  lowlands  and  moist  forest 
clothes  the  great  Baharuco  Mountain  range.  There  is  even  a  huge  salt  lake 
below  sea  level.  As  always,  diversity  of  habitat  leads  to  diversity  of  bird 
species.  There  are  25  Dominican  endemics,  and  we  usually  find  a  total  of 
approximately  100  species.  Led  by  Kate  Wallace.  7-13  April  2006. 
Contact:  OBServ  Tours,  Inc.,  3901  Trimble  Road,  Nashville,  TN 
37215;  (615)  292-2739;  observtours@bellsouth.net 
<obscrvtours@bellsouth.net>;  www.observlours.com 
<http://www.observtours.com>. 

Mexico 

Complete  Yucatan 

The  trip  begins  in  Cozumel  with  several  insular  endemics,  goes  south 
through  the  “Maya  Riviera”  to  the  famed  Sian  Ka'an  refuge,  then  heads 
west  across  the  peninsula  to  the  new  Calakmul  Biosphere  Reserve,  which 
is  on  a  high  plateau  that  extends  into  Guatemala.  Finally  we  bird  near  the 
west  coast  on  the  Gulf  of  Campeche.  More  than  25  endemics  may  be 
encountered,  and  about  150  other  species.  Leader  is  David  Bacab. 

2-12  February  2006. 

Contact:  OBServ  Tours,  Inc.,  3901  Trimble  Road,  Nashville,  TN 
37215;  (615)  292-2739;  observtours@bellsouth.net 
<observtours@be!lsouth.net>;  www.observtours.com 
<http://www.observ1ours.corn>. 

Baja  &  Sea  of  Cortez  -  Bird  &  Whale  Watching  Expedition 

loin  Mexican  ornithologist  luan  Martinez  to  the  famous  Gray  Whale  calv¬ 
ing  grounds  aboard  the  yachtlike  Yorktown  Clipper  where  whale-watching 
and  snorkeling  will  be  combined  with  birding  for  Baja  specialties.  While 
looking  for  whales  will  be  the  emphasis  with  chances  for  humpback,  fin¬ 
back,  and  blue  whales  likely,  birds  too  will  be  studied. 

25  February-4  March  2006. 

Contact:  Clipper  Cruise  Line,  (800)  814-9393  x  6813  or  (800)  456- 
0020;  csperry@intrav.com  <csperry@ hitrav.com>  or 
groupres@intrav.com  <groupres@intrav.com>. 

Central  Veracruz  Sierra 

Beginning  in  coastal  Veracruz,  we  head  immediately  to  Xalapa,  Capital  of 
the  state.  Birding  from  there,  we  explore  various  elevations  and  rainfall 
zones.  There  are  18  endemics  in  this  area,  a  place  of  great  civility  and 
beauty.  Bob  Odear  and  Bob  Straub  lead.  9-24  May  2006. 

Contact:  OBServ  Tours,  Inc.  (see  contact  information  below.) 

Southern  Veracruz  and  the  Tuxtlas 

And  the  Tuxtlas.  At  one  time  this  area  produced  the  highest  Christmas 
count  in  the  world.  The  parts  of  the  area  have  been  converted  to  agricul¬ 
tural  uses,  but  this  remains  one  of  the  most  productive  birding  areas  in 
Mexico.  We  cover  the  coastal  plain  as  well  as  the  Tuxtla  volcanic  complex. 
There  are  26  species  of  special  interest.  Bob  Odear  and  Bob  Straub  lead. 
15-21  May  2006. 

Contact:  OBServ  Tours,  Inc.,  3901  Trimble  Road,  Nashville,  TN 
37215;  (615)  292-2739;  observlours@bcllsouth.net 
<obserHours@bellsouth.net>;  www.observ1ours.com 
<http://www.observtours.coni>. 

Central  and  South  America 

Costa  Rica  and  Panama 

Cmise  on  the  Yorktown  Clipper  from  Costa  Rica  to  Panama,  including 
this  region's  great  engineering  spectacle,  the  Panama  Canal.  This  is  an 
excellent  introduction  to  tropical  birding  with  multiple  daily  stops  in 
both  countries  for  birding  along  rich  lowland  rainforest  trails.  Expert 
onboard  naturalists.  Very  birdy  pre-  and  post-cruise  extensions  available. 
8-18  February  2006. 

Contact:  Clipper  Cruise  Line,  (800)  814-9393  x6813  or  (800)  456- 
0020;  csperry@intrav.com  <csperry@intrav.com>  or 
groupres@intrav.com  <groupres@inlrav.com>. 

Europe 

Scottish  Isles  to  Iceland 

Embark  Edinburgh  Scotland  for  and  expedition  on  board  the  Clipper 
Adventurer.  The  legendary  Orkney  Islands  of  Scotland  will  be  explored  on 
the  way  to  Fair  Isle  and  Mousa  of  the  Shetland  Islands,  Denmark's  Faroe 
Islands,  and  finally  to  Westmann  and  Flatey  Islands  in  Iceland.  Exception¬ 
ally  good  for  seabirds.  21  June-4  July  2006. 

Contact:  Clipper  Cruise  Line,  (800)  814-9393  x  6813  or  (800)  456- 
0020;  csperry@intrav.com  <csperry@intrav.com>  or 
groupres@intrav.com  <groupres@intrav.com>. 


Pacific  Ocean 

Hawaii 

We  visit  three  islands— Kauai,  Maui,  and  the  Big  Island— each  markedly 
different,  including  the  geologically  oldest  and  youngest.  We  visit  rain¬ 
forests  and  deserts  and  explore  the  incredible  variety  of  habitats  at  eleva¬ 
tions  ranging  from  sea  level  to  more  than  12,000  feet,  to  see  the  greatest 
number  of  bird  species,  both  endemic  and  introduced.  Rob  Pacheco  and 
other  professional  birders  will  lead  this  group.  8-18  March  2006. 
Contact:  Siemer  &  Hand  Travel,  750  Battery-  St.  Suite  300,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  94111  (800)  451-4321;  (415)  788-1000;  fax  (415)  788- 
4133;  travel@siemerhand.com  <teavel@siemerliand.com>. 

Eastern  Australia 

Australia,  the  island  continent,  has  an  incredible  number  (338)  of  endemic 
bird  species  and  endemic  bird  families.  Our  tour  starts  in  Tasmania  with 
beautiful  forest  birding  and  a  pelagic  trip.  We  then  visit  the  mainland  with 
arid  bushland,  wet  sderophyll  hill  forest,  coastal  heathlands  and  beaches, 
before  ending  with  tropical  and  highland  rainforests,  and  the  savanna 
grasslands  of  northern  Australia.  28  August-14  September  2006. 

Contact:  Chris  Doughty's  Peregrine  Bird  Tours,  2  Drysdale  Place, 
Mooroolbark  3138  Victoria,  Australia  Tel  613  9726  8471;  fax  613 
9727  1545;  info@peregrinebirdtours.com  <info@peregrinebird 
tours. com>;  www.sub.net.au/~vwspbt01/ 
<http://www.sub.net.au/~vwspbt01/>. 

Asia 

Spring  Birding  in  Japan 

loin  Englishman  Chris  Cook  on  a  spring  tour  the  includes  the  islands  of 
Honshu,  Kyushu,  Tobishima,  Hachijo,  Kagoshima  on  Kyushu  and  the 
famous  Lake  Mi-ike.  The  endemic  lzu  Islands  Thrush,  Ijima's  Leaf  Warier, 
and  the  Fairy  Pitta  are  some  of  the  target  species.  20-30  May  2006. 
Contact:  Siemer  &  Hand  Travel,  750  Batteiy  St.  Suite  300,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  94111  (800)  451-4321;  (415)  788-4000;  fax  (415)  788- 
4133;  travel@siemerhand.com  <travel@siemerhand.com>. 

Islands  of  the  Russian  Far  East 

loin  |ohn  Sylvester  on  board  the  Clipper  Odyssey  cruising  from  Tokyo, 
lapan  to  Petropavlosk  on  the  Russian  Kamchatka  Peninsula.  With  stops  in 
the  Kuril  Islands  many  Asian  species  the  "might"  get  to  the  U.S.  outer 
islands  may  be  encountered.  White-tailed  and  Steller's  Sea-Eagles,  Blak- 
iston's  Fish  Owl,  Spectacled  Guillemot,  Vega  Gull,  and  lots  of  cliffs  with 
nesting  seabirds.  11-23  June  2006. 

Contact:  Clipper  Cruise  Line,  (800)  814-9393  x  6813  or  (800)  456- 
0020;  csperty@inlrav.com  <csperry@intrav.com>  or 
groupres@intrav.com  <groupres@intrav.com>. 

Africa 

Exploring  the  Rivers  of  West  Africa 

Explore  the  extraordinary  birds  and  wildlife  of  the  Casamance,  Kian  West 
National  Park,  and  Abuko  Nature  Reserve— so  different  from  Kenya  and 
Tanzania— aboard  the  34-guest  luxury  yacht  Callisto.  View  Carmine  Bee- 
eaters,  Yellow-billed  Storks,  and  Paradise  Flycatchers  alongside  baboons, 
warthogs,  marsh  mongoose,  and  roan  antelopes.  Cmise  will  also  include 
stops  at  Mopti  and  a  flight  to  Timbuktu  and  exploration  of  the  Dogon 
region.  29  December  2005-13  January  2006  and  3-18  February  2006. 
Contact:  Travel  Dynamics  International,  132  East  70th  St.  New  York, 
NY  10021;  (800)  257-5767;  www.traveidynamicsinternational.com 
<http://www.traveldynamicsintemational.com>;  sales@traveldynamic- 
sinternational.com  <sales@traveldynamicsinternational.com>. 

Birding  on  the  Nile 

Breeding  birds  and  migrants.  16  days  at  Cairo,  Giza,  Saqqara,  Wadi  el 
Natrun,  Faiyum,  Wadi  El  Rayan,  Luxor,  Aswan,  plus  5  days  sailing  the  Nile 
to  get  up  close  and  personal  with  the  birds,  on  an  historic  dahabeyah 
(sailing  craft)  for  a  unique  experience.  Tour  is  guide  by  ABA  member  Ellen 
LeBlanc  and  our  skilled  Egyptian  staff.  5-star  hotels.  Small  groups  (6-12). 
516  species  recorded  in  Egypt.  4-18  March  2006. 

Contact:  www.museum-tours.com <http://www.museum-tours.com> 
or  call  1-888-932-2230 

Zambia-the  Real  Africa! 

From  the  Lower  Zambezi  to  South  Laungwa,  the  stunning  national  parks 
of  Zambia  have  hundreds  of  bird  and  mammals  species  without  the 
crowds  of  other  African  destinations.  Abundant  birds  and  mammals  with 
luxury  accommodations  in  hotels  and  tent  camps.  Look  for  Martial  Eagle, 
Goliath  Heron  and  Superb  Starling  along  with  Leopard,  Elephant,  Wild 
Dog  and  other  birds  and  mammals.  Enjoy  luxury  accommodations  during 
the  best  time  of  year  for  birds,  with  a  maximum  of  14  participants  and 
two  leaders.  March  4-17  and  March  18-31,  2006. 

Contact  Focus  Tours,  1 1 1  Malaga  Road,  Santa  Fe  NM  87505,  505 
989-7193,  FocusTours@aol.com,  www.focustours.com 
<http://www.focustours.com/>. 

Antarctica 

Antarctica  and  the  Falkland  Islands 

Join  the  crew  of  the  Clipper  Adventurer  in  the  icy  waters  of  the  spectacular 
Antarctic  Peninsula.  Scenery  and  abundant  wildlife,  including  penguins, 
seabirds,  and  marine  mammals,  along  with  some  endemic  birds  of  the 
Falkland  Islands,  will  be  the  highlights.  17-27  February  2006. 

Contact:  Clipper  Cmise  Line,  (800)  814-9393  x68!3  or  (800)  456- 
0020;  csperry@intrav.com  <csperry@intrav.com>  or 
grouprcs@intrav.com  <groupres@intrav.com>. 


For  more  tours  go  to  www.americanbirding.org/tours 


The  Changing  Seasons 


During  the  howling  nor'easters  of  late  May  2005,  Red  and  Red-necked  Phalaropes  were  common  sights  along  the  Massachusetts  coast  (here  at  Sandwich  26  May).  Photographs  by  R.  Farrell. 


Tony  Leukering 
Brian  Gibbons 

Rocky  Mountain  Bird  Observatory 
14500  Lark  Bunting  Lane 
Brighton,  Colorado  80603 
(email:  tony.leukering@rmbo.org) 
(email:  brian_gibbons@juno.com) 


he  overall  continental  weather  pat¬ 
tern  in  early  spring  2005  was  unusu¬ 
ally  warm  owing  to  a  strong  souther¬ 
ly  air  flow,  as  the  Rufous  Hummingbird  on  16 
March  in  Alaska  would  attest;  nearly  as  re¬ 
markable  for  Alaska  were  a  Barn  Swallow  1 
May  and  a  Warbling  Vireo  9  May.  This  weath¬ 
er  pattern  was  surely  connected  to  the  many 
astonishingly  early  arrivals  mentioned  in  the 
regional  reports.  Then,  in  late  April  or  May, 
depending  on  the  location,  the  weather 
changed  its  tune.  Cool  and  wet  conditions 
with  a  northerly  airflow  predominated  later 
in  the  season,  especially  in  the  eastern  half  of 
the  continent.  In  this  period,  birds  attempt¬ 
ing  to  make  their  way  northward  across  the 
continent,  having  arrived  relatively  early 
throughout  the  South,  were  slowed  down  or 
stopped.  The  bulk  of  migrants  thus  arrived 


belatedly  in  many  areas,  particularly  in  the 
northeastern  quadrant  of  the  continent 
(Northern  Great  Plains,  the  Midwest,  New 
England,  and  Maritime  Provinces),  although 
the  Southern  Atlantic  region  noted  a  wet  and 
cool  May  that  resulted  in  late  arrivals,  too. 

Some  parts  of  the  West  received  above-av¬ 
erage  rainfall,  which  affected  birders’  obser¬ 
vations  on  migration;  and  some  areas  that 
did  not  receive  a  great  deal  of  rain  during 
the  spring  season  had  had  above-average 
rainfall  during  the  winter.  These  wetter  con¬ 
ditions  resulted  in  what  could  be  considered 
more  challenging  birding,  as  birds  were  less 
tied  to  oases — that  is,  more  spread  out  over 
habitats  that  in  drought  years  would  be  less 
hospitable.  (On  the  other  hand,  winter  pre¬ 
cipitation  made  snow  cover  more  extensive 
than  in  drought  years,  which  restricted 
available  habitats  above  a  certain  elevation.) 
Like  much  of  North  America,  the  West  had 
many  early  arrivals  but  did  not  see  the  delay 
of  the  bulk  of  migration  in  May  that  the  East 
experienced.  The  generally  wet  conditions 
of  the  western  Great  Plains  and  the  Great 
Basin  certainly  allowed  prairie  and  shrub- 
steppe  vegetation  early  and  extensive 
growth  for  the  second  consecutive  spring, 
after  several  years  of  drought  conditions. 
Not  surprisingly,  these  lush  conditions  in  re¬ 
cently  very  dry  parts  of  the  continent  al¬ 
lowed  for  prolific  nesting  by  several  species, 
most  noticeably  Long-eared  Owls  (but  also, 
in  places,  Short-eared  Owls),  which  took  ad¬ 


vantage  of  rodent  populations’  explosions. 

The  crowning  weather  event  of  the  season 
came  at  season’s  end  in  late  May — a  set  of 
coastal  storms  that  affected  the  Atlantic 
Provinces,  New  England,  and  the  Hudson- 
Delaware  regions  (and  to  a  lesser  extent  the 
Middle  Atlantic  and  Southern  Atlantic  re¬ 
gions).  From  20  May  through  the  end  of  the 
season,  a  series  of  slow-moving  lows  tracked 
up  the  coast  from  the  Southern  Atlantic  re¬ 
gion  to  the  Maritime  Provinces;  two  systems 
stalled  off  New  England,  where  northeasterly 
winds  slowed  or  stopped  both  coastal  and  in¬ 
land  landbird  migration  (Figure  1).  During 
these  storms,  coastal  birders  from  New  Jersey 
to  New  Hampshire  enjoyed  a  bonanza,  as  the 
onshore  winds  of  these  systems  produced 
several  spectacular  wrecks  of  seabirds.  This 
event  was  strongest  in  Massachusetts,  which 
witnessed  a  seabird  flight  “the  magnitude  of 
which  had  not  been  seen  in  the  Region  in 
spring  for  nearly  30  years.”  Among  migrant 
seabirds  along  the  coast,  Red  and  Red-necked 
Phalaropes  and  Arctic  Terns  dominated  sea- 
watchers’  tally  sheets,  but  there  were  alcids 
(Common  Murre,  Dovekie),  Black-legged 
Kittiwakes,  Sabine’s  Gulls  in  four  states,  all 
three  jaegers,  storm-petrels,  shearwaters, 
Northern  Fulmars,  and  Northern  Gannets  as 
well.  In  several  states,  including  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  Arctic  Terns  and  phalaropes  were  found 
well  inland.  The  pearl  of  the  storm,  however, 
was  certainly  the  adult  Yellow-nosed  Alba¬ 
tross  29  May  at  Tuckernuck  Island,  Massa- 
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chusetts — which  a  lucky  regional  editor 
managed  to  photograph  and  to  hear  vocaliz¬ 
ing  as  it  flew  around  the  island  for  nearly  an 
hour!  In  addition  to  their  effects  on  seabirds, 
these  coastal  storms  hurt  nesting  passerines 
(especially  swallows.  Purple  Martin,  Eastern 
Bluebird),  many  of  which  had  arrived  earlier 
than  usual  in  April  and  were  already  feeding 
young;  reports  of  both  adults  and  young  per¬ 
ishing  were  widespread.  Northerly  winds 
also  delayed  May  migrants,  already  waylaid 
by  the  season’s  general  paucity  of  warm 
fronts  in  the  East.  In  some  parts  of  the  North¬ 
east,  large  pushes  of  migrants  continued  well 
into  June,  while  other  regions’  observers  saw 
little  in  the  way  of  migrants  all  season  and 
wondered  whether  the  birds  were  re-routed 
or  simply  failed  to  complete  the  migration  al¬ 
together.  Birds’  responses  to  such  conditions 
are  not  well  understood:  Blake  Maybank, 
writing  the  spring  Atlantic  Provinces  report, 
notes  that  a  series  of  fallouts  in  late  May  on 
islands  of  New  Brunswick  probably  indicate 
that  migrants  altered  their  typical  migratory 
path  but  that  thousands  apparently  perished 
doing  so  (see  that  region’s  S.A.  box).  This 
coastal  area  would  seem  a  prime  place  to 
study  such  movements  with  modern  radar, 
such  as  the  new  polarimetric  (NPOL)  radar 
in  use  in  bird  studies  in  the  Southeast  (see 
<www.clemson.edu/birdrad>). 

"Northern"  birds  south: 
the  irruptors'  return 

The  past  season’s  invasion  of  montane/boreal 
species  abated  in  early  spring,  as  irruptive 
species  began  to  return  to  breeding  areas. 
Townsend’s  Solitaires,  Varied  Thrushes,  Pine 
Grosbeaks,  crossbills,  nuthatches,  and  Pine 
Siskins  moved  back  to  cooler  climes, 
whether  to  mountains  or  boreal  forest,  but  as 
is  usual,  a  few  lingered  later  than  others,  and 
some  of  the  fringillids  nested  in  unusual  ar¬ 
eas.  Even  the  latest  dawdlers  in  this  bunch 
were  mostly  within  the  realm  of  the  expected 
extremes,  however — with  the  exception  of 
mid-May  Pine  Grosbeaks  on  the  eastern  Col¬ 
orado  plains  (Kansas  recorded  its  last  of  the 
winter  15  March  and  New  Mexico  its  last  18 
March — where  did  these  Colorado  birds  win¬ 
ter?).  A  few  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  tarried 
in  Florida  until  early  April  and  one  in  central 
Texas  through  mid-May;  in  eastern  Col¬ 
orado,  the  return  flight  of  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  extended  into  late  May. 
Townsend’s  Solitaires  continued  all  over 
northeastern  North  America  until  they  head¬ 
ed  back  westward  in  March  and  April;  Varied 
Thrush  provided  a  similar  story.  Red  Cross¬ 
bills  “began  pouring  into  Southeast  Alaska  in 
March,”  and  at  the  same  time,  Oregon’s  north 
coast  and  Willamette  Valley  began  to  see  an 
influx  of  the  species,  which  peaked  in  late 
May  with  daily  counts  of  up  to  2000  birds! 
Reports  from  Georgia  and  North  Carolina 
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were  probably  of  Appalachian  nesting 
forms — but  who  really  knows?  It  would  be 
superb  to  see  documentation  of  the  various 
Red  Crossbill  types  with  such  reports.  Our 
understanding  of  the  complex  movements  of 
this  species  is  still  in  its  infancy.  Pine  Siskins 
lingered  all  over  the  Great  Plains,  often 
through  late  May,  and  one  hung  around  in 
Tennessee  until  24  May.  Not  all  late  siskins 
were  concerned  about  returning  homeward 
in  a  timely  fashion,  as  they  stayed  to  breed  in 
Nebraska  (two  nests)  and  Kansas  (several 
nests).  After  a  landmark  invasion  of  Bohemi¬ 
an  Waxwings  last  fall  and  winter  in  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  the  continent,  it  was  no  surprise  to 
have  some  of  them  linger  later  than  usual: 
South  Dakota  recorded  its  first  ever  in  May 
on  the  14th.  In  similar  fashion,  the  northern 
owl  invasion  of  winter  faded  out  in  early 
spring,  though  the  more  conspicuous  Great 
Gray  and  Northern  Hawk  Owls  far  outnum¬ 
bered  (detected)  Boreal  Owls  in  extralimital 
settings.  On  the  Atlantic,  cold-water  pelagic 
species — notably  Thick-billed  Murre,  Razor¬ 
bill,  and  Northern  Fulmar — were  found  well 
south  of  typical  range  through  late  winter 
into  early  spring,  and  Florida  recorded  its 
first  fulmar  this  spring  season. 

"Southern"  birds  North!: 

Doves'  expansions 

When  will  it  end?  Or,  will  it  end?  Surely,  there 
is  an  end  somewhere  in  the  great  fin-de-siecle 
expansion  of  doves’  populations,  but  the  end 
would  seem  to  be  nowhere  in  sight  in  the  ear¬ 
ly  twenty-first  century.  These  expansions  did 
not  all  begin  in  the  late  twentieth  century,  of 
course,  and  a  thumbnail  history  shows  quite 
divergent  trajectory  and  timing  among  five 
dove  species’  distributional  changes. 

Eurasian  Collared-Dove  ~  Prior  to  the 
1930s,  this  species  was  restricted  to  southern 
Asia.  Some  mechanism  allowed  it  to  expand 
into  most  of  Europe  in  about  four  decades, 
and  it  is  rather  remarkable  that  this  southern 
Asian  species  now  nests  north  of  the  Arctic 
Circle  in  Tromso,  Norway.  The  direction  of 
this  species’  spread  was  toward  the  west  and 
northwest;  in  Asia,  the  species  still  has  a  rel¬ 
atively  restricted  range.  In  North  America, 
birders  at  Gambell  are  unlikely  to  see  a 
Eurasian  Collared-Dove  coming  in  off  the 
water  from  Kamchatka,  but  a  Gambell  birder 
facing  to  the  east  might  have  more  luck: 
North  American  records  (see  Figure  2)  ap¬ 
pear  to  show  a  trajectory  toward  the  west- 
northwest,  with  very  few  recorded  from  the 
Northeast  but  more  and  more  from  the  West, 
including  (as  of  spring  2005)  Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan  and  the  Pacific  Northwest: 
Oregon  now  has  26  records,  Washington  six. 
Though  recorded  for  the  first  time  in  New 
England  only  in  spring  2005  (a  single  in  Es¬ 
sex,  Massachusetts),  the  species  is  now  quite 
common  in  cities  and  towns  around  the  Gulf 


Coast,  up  the  Atlantic  Coast  as  far  as  south¬ 
ern  North  Carolina,  and  well  into  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  River  Valley:  teams  searching  for  Ivory¬ 
billed  Woodpeckers  in  eastern  Arkansas  this 
spring  photographed  collared-doves  nesting 
deep  in  pristine  tupelo-cypress  swamps,  well 
away  from  civilization!  In  eastern  Colorado, 
collared-doves  are  downright  common,  with 
numerous  outposts  of  the  species  in  other 
parts  of  the  state.  In  fact,  collared-doves  are 
so  numerous  that  Rocky  Mountain  Bird  Ob¬ 
servatory’s  Monitoring  Colorado’s  Birds  pro¬ 
gram  can  no  longer  attempt  to  count  all  of 
them;  several  of  Colorado  Christmas  Bird 
Counts  record  the  species  in  triple  digits, 
even  as  far  north  as  Barr  Lake,  northeast  of 
Denver.  In  the  Midwest,  numbers  still  lag  far 
behind  the  Mountain  West:  three  birds  in 
Berrien  County,  Michigan  this  May  provided 
only  the  third  state  report.  Manitoba  had  its 
first  confirmed  nesting  in  2005  at  Lyleton. 

Although  western  states  lie  much  farther 
from  the  original  source  population  (in  Flori¬ 
da,  which  apparently  came  from  the  Ba¬ 
hamas)  than  do  the  states  of  the  East  Coast, 
western  U.S.  states  and  even  Canadian 
provinces  have  played  host  to  the  species  for 
several  years  now.  But  might  there  not  be 
multiple  source  populations  for  the  North 
American  colonization?  The  species  has  been 
recorded  in  southern  California  for  several 
decades,  nearly  as  long  as  it  has  been  in  Flori¬ 
da.  Could  the  Arizona  and  Pacific  Northwest¬ 
ern  birds  (and  Baja  California  and  Great  Basin 
birds)  have  come  from  southern  California? 
And  what  of  the  intentional  releases  of  this 
species  reported,  or  rumored,  in  eight  other 
states  (Romagosa  2002)?  We  hope  that  some 
diligent  person  is  tracking  the  spread  of  this 
species  on  a  continental  level;  it  would  be  a 
pity  to  lose  track  of  this  bird  just  because  it  is 
not  native.  The  data  harvest  involved  in  a  task 
of  this  magnitude  could  be  easily  handled  by 
birders  using  eBird  (<www.ebird.org>):  if 
large  numbers  of  observers  would  faithfully 
enter  their  reports  of  collared-dove,  we  could 
at  least  know,  over  time,  where  the  birds  are 
and  in  what  numbers.  Figure  2  maps  the 
eBird  data  already  entered  2001-2005,  and  al¬ 
though  Canadian  records  and  some  of  the 
more  “extralimital”  (including  many  eastern) 
records  are  not  yet  represented  therein,  the 
continental  map  agrees  well  with  reports  sub¬ 
mitted  to  this  journal  through  the  present — 
and  illustrates  very  nicely  the  tendency  of  the 
species  to  spread  to  the  west  and  northwest. 
Maps  and  graphs  of  distribution  and  relative 
abundance  can  be  generated  quickly  and  eas¬ 
ily  on  the  new  eBird  version  2.0,  available  free 
of  charge  to  anyone.  (If  a  report  seems  un¬ 
usual — whether  because  of  species,  season, 
or  number — regional  editors  may  request 
documentation  to  determine  whether  the  re¬ 
port  should  be  archived  officially  in  the  eBird 
database,  but  all  records  are  maintained  in  a 
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contributors  private  data¬ 
base,  regardless  of  their  dis¬ 
position  in  the  official  data¬ 
base.) 

White-winged  Dove  ~  It 
was  not  long  ago  that  White¬ 
winged  Dove  was  a  “really 
good”  bird  in  most  of  North 
America.  The  stays  of  most 
vagrant  individuals  were 
short  in  duration,  and  their 
occurrences  as  vagrants  were 
spaced  widely,  both  tempo¬ 
rally  and  geographically.  No 
longer.  In  Dallas,  Texas, 

Christmas  Bird  Count  partic¬ 
ipants  formerly  were  thrilled 
to  find  a  single  White¬ 
winged  Dove  in  their  area; 
single  areas  now  produce 
triple-digit  counts.  New 
Mexicans  are  finding  them 
far  north  (and  at  higher  ele¬ 
vations)  in  their  state.  Colorado  has  removed 
the  species  from  its  review  list,  and  White¬ 
winged  Dove  is  suspected  of  having  bred  in 
numerous  locales  there.  This  spring,  both 
Dakotas  scored  a  single  bird  each,  South 
Dakota’s  fifth  and  North  Dakotas  fourth.  By 
way  of  comparison,  Colorado’s  fifth  accepted 
record  occurred  in  1981,  but  its  tenth  came 
only  in  1994.  How  long  will  it  be  before 
South  Dakota  reports  breeding  White¬ 
winged  Doves?  The  species 
made  now-expected  peregrina¬ 
tions  to  Massachusetts,  Maine, 

Virginia,  New  Jersey,  New  York, 

North  Carolina,  Georgia,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Iowa,  Missouri,  Min¬ 
nesota,  Wisconsin,  Illinois,  In¬ 
diana,  Nebraska,  and  northern 
California.  (Northeastern  Cana¬ 
da  reported  none,  possibly  be¬ 
cause  winds  were  northeasterly 
during  much  of  the  mid-  to  late 
May  dispersal  period.)  This 
species'  trajectory  in  spring  is 
difficult  to  define:  if  Florida  is 
the  source  of  the  eastern  White- 
wingeds  but  the  Southwest  sup¬ 
plies  the  West,  then  “north- 
northeast”  would  be  a  fair 
assessment.  If,  however,  Florida 
is  only  a  negligible  source  popu¬ 
lation,  then  “northeast”  might 
be  more  accurate.  In  California, 
where  the  species  has  been  expanding  its 
range  since  1944,  it  has  moved  more  in  a 
northwesterly  direction,  from  the  extreme 
southeastern  part  of  the  state  toward  Santa 
Barbara  County.  In  still  broader  perspective, 
White-winged  Dove  has  also  shown  a  stark 
spread  through  the  Caribbean,  where  expan¬ 
sion  is  eastward  (the  first  for  Barbuda  were 
found  in  spring  2005).  Formerly  considered 


Surface  Weather  Mao  at  7:00  A.M.  E.S.T 


Figure  1 .  This  syntopic  weather  map  shows  the  offshore  low-pressure  system  that  produced  strong  north¬ 
easterly  winds  over  much  of  the  Atlantic  Coast  in  late  May  (here  26  May)  2005.  Map  reproduced  courtesy  of 
the  National  Climatic  Data  Center,  Asheville,  North  Carolina. 


conspecific  with  White-winged  Dove,  Pacific 
Dove,  a  species  of  western  South  America,  is 
also  spreading — in  this  case,  southward  (or 
the  equivalent  of  northward  in  the  northern 
hemisphere!). 

Inca  Dove  -  At  the  time  of  European  set¬ 
tlement  of  the  Americas,  Inca  Dove  was  ap¬ 
parently  not  a  member  of  the  avifauna  north 
of  the  Rio  Grande  River.  In  fact,  the  species 
was  not  described  until  1847,  from  Mexico 
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Figure  2.  This  eBird-generated  map  shows  all  reports  of  Eurasian  Collared-Dove  to  the  eBird  project 
between  January  2001  and  August  2005.  See  also  the  animated  maps  accessible  at  <http://www. 
birds.cornell.edu/PFWMaproom/>  and  <http://www.birdsource.org/features/eucdov/>. 

(A.O.U.  1998).  The  first  U.S.  record  did  not 
come  until  1866,  in  Laredo,  Texas  (with  first 
records  from  Arizona  in  1872  and  New  Mex¬ 
ico  in  1924;  Mueller  2004).  In  Texas,  the  ex¬ 
pansion  was  preceded  principally  by  fall  and 
winter  occurrences  (Oberholser  1974),  and 
the  species  established  itself  along  the  Col¬ 
orado  River  in  California  only  recently,  be¬ 
tween  1948  and  1970  (Monson  and  Phillips 


1981).  So,  one  could  say  it 
took  Inca  Dove  139  years  to 
get  from  Texas  to  Tennessee, 
which  recorded  its  “long-ex¬ 
pected”  first  in  spring  2005. 
We  could  find  only  two  oth¬ 
er  mentions  of  the  species  in 
the  spring’s  report:  contin¬ 
ued  range  expansion  in  the 
Central  Southern  region 
(where  three  were  found  by 
Ivory-billed  searchers  less 
than  a  mile  from  Bayou  de 
View  in  mid-April)  and  con¬ 
tinued  residency  in  south¬ 
eastern  Colorado.  More  dili¬ 
gent  searching  in  spring 
along  the  Mississippi  River 
floodplain,  especially  in 
small  agricultural  towns 
near  water,  would  almost 
certainly  produce  a  few  more 
records.  Michigan’s  recent 
record  suggests  that  more  of  the  Midwest 
should  be  prepared  to  see  Inca  Doves  as  well. 

Ruddy  Ground-Dove  -  Those  who  do  not 
regularly  read  the  southwestern  regional  re¬ 
ports  in  North  American  Birds  may  still  think 
of  Ruddy  Ground-Dove  as  an  irregular  win¬ 
terer  in  small  numbers  from  southern  Cali¬ 
fornia  to  western  Texas.  This  has  been  true 
since  the  1980s.  The  first  records  for  Califor¬ 
nia  came  in  1984  (one  in  1978  was  consid¬ 
ered  an  escapee),  and  these 
records  were  linked  to  reports  of 
the  species  in  southern  Sonora 
in  fall  1982  and  20  or  more  in 
northern  Sinaloa  in  1984  (Ste- 
jskal  and  Witzeman  1985, 
Witzeman  1985).  The  species 
was  unknown  north  of  southern 
Sinaloa  before  that  time.  But  in 
the  past  few  years,  this  species 
seems  to  be  doing  its  best  to 
catch  and  surpass  Inca  Dove  in 
its  expansion  in  the  United 
States.  This  spring  in  southern 
California,  Ruddy  Ground- 
Doves  were  “still  present  near 
Calipatria,  Imperial  County, 
where  apparently  resident  and 
breeding,”  according  to  Guy 
McCaskie  and  Kimball  Garrett. 
In  Arizona,  Mark  Stevenson  and 
Gary  Rosenberg  note  that  with 
“Ruddy  Ground-Doves  recently 
in  year-round  residence  near  Red  Rock,  nest¬ 
ing  has  been  suspected”  in  Pinal  County: 
four  were  found  there  this  spring  and  a  nest 
reported  in  mid-May.  As  was  true  in  Arizona 
and  California  until  recent  years,  New  Mexi¬ 
co  reported  just  the  latest  dates  of  wintering 
birds,  but  that  state  gets  less  coverage,  by  far, 
than  states  to  its  west,  and  the  species  may  al¬ 
ready  be  breeding  there  as  well,  according  to 
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Sandy  Williams.  A  continental  map  showing 
the  spread  of  this  species — as  well  as  the  four 
species  above — is  provided  in  the  recent  Na¬ 
tional  Geographic  Reference  Atlas  to  the  Birds 
of  North  America  (Baughman  2003).  White¬ 
winged  Dove,  Inca  Dove,  and  Ruddy 
Ground-Dove  (and  Pacific  Dove)  are  all 
species  adapted  to  dry  habitats,  specifically 
desert  environments.  Perhaps  their  spread 
has  been  enabled  by  the  proliferation  of 
moist,  human-modified  habitats — but  why? 

Common  Ground-Dove  -  In  contrast  to 
the  news  of  other  doves  spreading  through 
the  Lower  48  (and  one  species  into  Canada), 
Common  Ground-Dove  makes  fewer  head¬ 
lines.  Where  other  columbids 
are  regularly  encountered  in 
towns  and  other  human-created 
habitats,  this  species  of  “semi¬ 
open  habitats  with  low  brush 
and  grass”  (Kaufman  1996) 
seems  to  prefer  less-disturbed 
environments,  at  least  in  the 
United  States.  So  scant  are  truly 
extralimital  records  of  this 
species  in  recent  decades  that 
one  hopes  each  reported  vagrant 
is  scrutinized  carefully  to  elimi¬ 
nate  other  Columbina.  The  only 
notable  reports  from  spring 
2005  were  single  birds  in  Ken¬ 
tucky,  that  states  second  ever  (a 
holdover  from  the  winter  sea¬ 
son),  and  a  rare  record  from  Ok¬ 
lahoma. 

In  Arizona  and  elsewhere  in 
the  Southwest,  where  it  forages 
readily  in  orchards  and  ranch 
yards,  Common  Ground-Dove 
appears  to  be  faring  better  than 
on  the  eastern  fringes  of  its  range  (Sauer  et  al. 
2005).  New  Mexico  had  two  noteworthy  re¬ 
ports  of  the  species,  whose  range  barely  ex¬ 
tends  into  southwesternmost  New  Mexico 
(National  Geographic  2002),  and  Chihuahua 
also  had  two.  Howell  and  Webb  (1995)  do  not 
map  Common  Ground-Dove  on  the  Central 
Mexican  Plateau,  which  occupies  most  of  the 
states  of  Chihuahua  and  Durango,  though  the 
species  does  occur  there  in  small  numbers. 
The  importance  of  including  Mexico  in  North 
American  Birds  is  clear:  had  Mexico  been  rep¬ 
resented  in  the  regional  reports  in  2000,  the 
report  of  Common  Ground-Doves  in  Febru¬ 
ary  2000  by  a  Rocky  Mountain  Bird  Observa¬ 
tory  field  crew  along  the  Rio  Nazas  in  Duran¬ 
go  would  have  been  published  and  would 
have  provided  more  context  for  this  spring’s 
records.  Even  more  importantly,  had  this  re¬ 
gional  report  existed  prior  to  1995,  more  in¬ 
formation  on  the  status  and  occurrence  of 
Common  Ground-Dove  (and  a  host  of  other 
species)  on  the  Central  Mexican  Plateau  may 
have  been  available,  allowing  more  precise 
mapping  in  the  excellent  guide  to  Mexican 


and  northern  Central  American  birdlife  by 
Howell  and  Webb  (1995).  (An  aside:  this 
book  richly  deserves  to  be  translated  into 
Spanish:  can  anyone  find  funding  to  have  it 
translated?) 

A  tale  of  two  tails:  early 
arrivals  and  late  departures 

In  compiling  interesting  observations  from 
the  spring  season,  we  spent  hours  poring 
through  the  regional  reports  and  noting  in  a 
spreadsheet  those  observations  of  particular 
interest,  along  with  the  reason  for  notation. 
In  this  listing  of  hundreds  of  records,  we 
found  that  a  fairly  substantial  percentage 


consisted  of  records  of  birds  noted  as  being 
“early”  (as  opposed  to  “late”).  This  term  in¬ 
cludes  an  array  of  more  specific  terms  from 
“rather  early,”  to  “unusually  early”  or  “ex¬ 
ceptionally  early,”  to  that  pinnacle  of  earli- 
ness,  “record  early.” 

For  the  spring  2002  season,  Dinsmore 
(2002)  suggested  that  birders  employ  a  stan¬ 
dard  approach  to  determining  whether  par¬ 
ticular  early  arrival  dates  were  truly  extraor¬ 
dinary  (and  thus  possibly  suspicious)  or 
within  the  bounds  of  the  expected.  We  laud 
this  clear-headed  application  of  statistical 
theory  but  wish  to  stress  to  those  not  con¬ 
versant  in  statistics  that  this  approach  indi¬ 
cates  only  the  probability  that  a  particular 
observation  is  extraordinary — not  necessari¬ 
ly  whether  it  truly  is  extraordinary.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  consider  a  record  of  a  Yellow  Warbler 
found  10  April  in  Scotts  Bluff  County,  Ne¬ 
braska.  According  to  the  formula  recom¬ 
mended  in  Dinsmore  (2002),  the  occurrence 
would  be  more  than  three  standard  devia¬ 
tions  earlier  than  the  mean  for  the  state  and 
thus  be  considered  possibly  erroneous.  How¬ 


ever,  statistics  can  really  suggest  only  what  is 
improbable,  not  what  is  in-credible:  in  the 
context  of  many  early  arrivals  across  the  east¬ 
ern  half  of  the  continent  in  that  week,  the 
record  seems  less  improbable,  and  indeed  if 
verifiable,  this  sort  of  early  arrival  date  in¬ 
vites  reflection  and  bears  investigation  in 
context.  It  is  our  suggestion  that  Dinsmore 
did  not  intend  the  method  to  be  applied  in 
evaluating  the  likelihood  of  a  particular  re¬ 
port — merely  in  delimiting  which  “early”  or 
“late”  birds  should  be  candidates  for  review 
by  records  committees,  for  instance.  And 
surely,  on  the  slipper)',  often  subjective  slope 
between  “unusually  early”  and  “record  ear¬ 
ly,”  there  is  indeed  a  need  for 
guidelines  for  the  evaluation  of 
records  that  he  outside  appar¬ 
ently  plausible  dates  of  occur¬ 
rence,  just  as  we  establish  guide¬ 
lines  for  “review  species”  that 
are  geographically  extralimital. 

For  decades,  the  spring 
Changing  Seasons  column  has 
mentioned,  if  not  analyzed  in 
detail,  records  of  individual 
birds  arriving  ahead  of  typical 
dates.  Additionally,  many  infor¬ 
mal  discussions  among  birders 
touch  on  the  seemingly  never- 
ending  parade  of  earlier  and  ear¬ 
lier  arrivals  of  migrants  and  par¬ 
ticularly  of  Neotropical 
migrants,  some  of  these  rather 
extreme,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
January  Barn  Swallow  flights  on 
the  Pacific  Coast.  In  recent 
years,  “global  warming”  has 
been  invoked  to  account  for  the 
phenomenon  of  ever-earlier  ar¬ 
rivals  of  such  migrants,  and  a  growing  body 
of  European  ornithological  literature  sup¬ 
ports  correlation  between  milder  late-winter 
and  spring  temperatures  (that  is,  a  warming 
climate)  and  increasingly  early  arrivals  of 
many  migrant  bird  species.  Although  the 
phenomenon  of  climate  change  now  has 
abundant  scientific  support,  we  feel  that  cit¬ 
ing  these  earlier  arrivals  of  migrants  (usually 
First  Arrival  Dates  or  FADs  are  studied)  as 
consequences  of  this  phenomenon  may  be 
premature — certainly  difficult  to  defend  in 
the  context  of  birding-generated  data,  but 
also  difficult  to  connect  causally  to  global 
warming.  The  question  is:  how  can  we  frame 
studies  that  measure  birds’  (apparent)  re¬ 
sponses  to  this  climate  change  or,  at  least,  in¬ 
vestigate  whether  the  changing  phenologies 
of  breeding  and  migration  show  correlation 
with  climatological  data?  And,  a  question 
more  germane  to  readers  of  this  journal:  can 
data  from  birding  excursions  be  of  use  in 
such  studies? 

This  journal  tracks  early  arrival  dates  in 
numerous  bird  species  and  thus  would  seem 


Figure  3.  This  Common  Nighthawk  30  April  2005  at  Plum  Island,  Massachusetts  raises  the 
question:  were  the  many  early  arrivals  documented  in  spring  2005  "overmigrants simply 
carried  northward  on  southerly  winds,  or  were  they  rather  indications  of  a  strengthening 
trend  toward  earlier  arrivals,  an  effect  of  a  warming  climate?  And,  likewise,  were  the  many 
extralimital  southern  warblers  and  other  passerines  in  New  York  and  New  England  in  spring 
2005  "overmigrants" — or  would-be  colonizers,  simultaneously  expanding  their  ranges  north¬ 
ward?  And  what  connection  to  climate  change  might  they  have?  Photograph  byB.  Lawless. 
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to  be  a  source  of  data  for  studies  of  migration 
and  climate  change.  It  may  seem  straightfor¬ 
ward  to  search  the  regional  reports  in  this 
publication  for  the  word  “early”  and  its  vari¬ 
ants,  tabulate  the  appropriate  records,  and 
show  the  world  how  much  earlier  birds  are 
arriving  than  in  past  years  or  decades.  How¬ 
ever,  the  abundance  of  the  “record-early”  ar¬ 
rival  dates  may  obscure  the  pitfalls  involved 
in  such  an  endeavor:  we  must  also  consider 
the  effects  of  the  increasing  sampling  effort 
conducted  by  the  burgeoning  population  of 
birders. 

Migration  in  birds,  as  in  many  other  crea¬ 
tures,  has  been  shown  to  be  genetically  driv¬ 
en  but  with  proximate  cues,  especially 
changing  day  length  (photoperiod).  Granted, 
there  are  many  species  with  strong  faculta¬ 
tive  aspects  to  their  migrations  (that  is,  trig¬ 
gered  by  stochastic  events,  such  as  cold 
snaps),  and  some  birds'  movements  are  most 
dependent  on  food  availability — such  as 
those  of  crossbills,  owls,  and  some  water- 
birds,  which  are  better  termed  “irruptions” 
than  migrations.  In  Dinsmores  (2002)  prem¬ 
ise,  a  bell  curve  roughly  describes  the  varia¬ 
tion  in  most  aspects  of  gene-driven  migra¬ 
tion:  most  individuals  respond  to  cues  such 
as  photoperiod  changes  and  arrive  at  partic¬ 
ular  locations  at  or  near  an  average  date 
(with  the  caveat  that  adverse  conditions  can 
delay  individuals,  even  sizable  numbers  of 
individuals).  But  some  small  percentage  of 
these  migrants  has  genes  that  allow  for  dif¬ 
ferent  “interpretations”  of  proximate  cues,  so 
that  some — those  on  the  left  tail  of  the 
curve — leave  wintering  grounds  early  and  ar¬ 
rive  earlier  than  most  conspecifics.  These 
genes  may  be  more  likely  to  be  lost  from  the 
population,  because  birds  that  arrive  too  ear¬ 
ly  more  often  encounter  inhospitable  condi¬ 
tions.  Conversely,  there  is  also  a  small  per¬ 
centage  of  a  given  population  whose  genes 
cause  them  to  arrive  later  than  nonnal — the 
right  tail  of  the  curve.  Such  individuals  are 
less  likely  to  be  eliminated  by  foul  weather 
(and  lack  of  food);  however,  migrants  arriv¬ 
ing  late  on  the  breeding  grounds  have  a  low¬ 
er  chance  of  obtaining  high-quality  territo¬ 
ries,  thus  a  lower  chance  of  attracting  mates 
and  of  reproducing.  And  so  these  genes  are 
also  kept  in  the  small  minority.  So,  if  it’s  bad 
to  be  early  and  bad  to  be  late,  why  don’t  all 
birds  of  a  particular  species  arrive  at  a  partic¬ 
ular  breeding  location  on  the  same  date?  The 
variability  among  individuals  in  migration 
timing  may  allow  populations  and  species  to 
respond  to  changing  conditions  in  an  appro¬ 
priate  direction.  Thus,  in  relative  terms,  each 
generation’s  genes  may  produce  the  same 
bell-shaped  curve  with  regard  to  spring  ar¬ 
rival.  Such  “balancing  selection,”  as  it  has 
been  termed,  allows  elasticity  in  bird  popula¬ 
tions’  responses  to  changes  in  the  environ¬ 
ment  and  climate:  different  strategies  are 


maintained  in  the  gene  pool  “for  use  when 
needed,”  as  it  were. 

The  many  “record-early”  arrivals  detailed 
in  this  journal  are  often  foregrounded  in  the 
regional  reports,  sometimes  at  the  expense  of 
late  arrivals  or  lingering  birds,  and  this  is  an 
understandable  blindspot  or  imbalance  that 
we  would  like  to  consider  here.  This  spring’s 
Oregon  &  Washington  column  is  exemplary 
in  its  balance  between  early  arrivals  and  late 
departures  (e.g.,  a  Swainson’s  Hawk  5  March 
followed  by  a  Rough-legged  Hawk  23  May) 
and  in  its  contextualization  of  the  records  it 
reviews  overall.  But  many  regional  reports  do 
not  provide  this  degree  of  balance  or  context, 
and  it  seems  that  some  have  very  few  reports 
of  “late”  birds,  even  though  the  region  did 
have  late  migrants  or  lingering  wintering 
birds.  If  this  bias  is  real  (and  in  some  cases,  it 
certainly  is),  why  does  it  exist?  Do  we  over¬ 
look  or  skim  past  the  “late”  birds  because 
they  are  intrinsically  less  interesting  to  us? 
Have  the  last  waxwings  of  winter  lost  their 
luster  by  the  time  the  first  warm  southern 
winds  begin  to  blow,  and  our  thoughts  turn  to 
more  colorful  species?  (Ask  any  regional  edi¬ 
tor  working  on  this  journal:  it  is  far  easier  to 
determine  the  earliest  spring  migrant  of  a  giv¬ 
en  species  than  the  latest-departing  wintering 
bird,  largely  because  birders  keep  better  track 
of  the  “first”  than  the  “last” — and  surely,  too, 
because  the  “last”  bird  is  often  more  difficult 
to  ascertain,  even  in  an  Internet-connected 
birding  community,  than  the  first  arrival.) 

An  example:  lingering  Cedar  Waxwings 
are  often  encountered  in  late  spring  south  of 
their  breeding  areas  and  thus  tend  to  be 
tracked  poorly.  In  spring  2005 — as  might  be 
expected  after  a  massive  winter  flight  deep 
into  the  West  Indies  and  Central  America — 
there  were  some  exceptional  records  of  this 
species:  two  tarried  in  the  Upper  Keys  of 
Florida  until  30  May;  a  few  were  near  Mexico 
City  in  mid-May;  50  were  noted  on  Bermuda 
through  4  May;  8  were  seen  in  the  Central 
Valley  of  Costa  Rica  on  10  May;  three  were 
still  in  Belize  on  21  May;  and  one  remained 
on  Cozumel  Island,  Mexico  24  May.  But 
across  the  southern  tier  of  the  United  States, 
for  instance.  Cedar  Waxwings  were  almost  ig¬ 
nored — even  though  this  is  one  of  a  handful 
of  species  in  the  East  whose  breeding  range 
appears  to  be  extending  southward,  if  only 
slowly  and  sporadically.  Reports  from  Bermu¬ 
da,  Mexico,  and  Central  America  show  us 
that  scores  of  Cedar  Waxwings  were  still 
south  of  the  border  in  mid-May,  even  late 
May,  and  it  may  be  that  these  birds  were  at 
some  disadvantage  in  getting  north,  or  per¬ 
haps  many  were  second-year  birds,  which  are 
known  to  have  less  urgency  to  return  north¬ 
ward  in  some  species.  Indeed,  now  that  this 
journal’s  area  of  coverage  extends  south  to 
Panama,  some  of  the  “incredibly  late”  spring 
birds  have  context  that  makes  the  bell  curve’s 


right-tail  more  plausible  and  more  palpable:  a 
Merlin  in  Belize  18  May;  a  Tennessee  Warbler 
in  El  Salvador  8  May;  a  Magnolia  Warbler  in 
Guatemala  15  May;  an  Ovenbird  in 
Guatemala  21  May;  a  Common  Yellowthroat 
in  Belize  23  May;  a  Scarlet  Tanager  in 
Guatemala  10  May;  and  a  Prothonotary  War¬ 
bler  on  Cozumel  Island  22  May.  The  White- 
throated  Sparrow  in  Belize  18  May  was  a  first 
for  the  country — and  southernmost  on 
record.  If  global  climate  change  is  causing 
Neotropical  migrants  to  arrive  earlier  and  ear¬ 
lier ,  does  it  also  cause  some  of  them  (as  well 
as  northern  breeders  that  are  irruptive  or 
short-distance  migrants)  to  stay  in  southern 
areas  later  and  later ? 

The  reality  may  be  a  matter  of  bell  curves. 
With  more  and  more  birders  providing  more 
and  more  reports  from  more  and  more  places 
at  more  and  more  times,  the  simultaneous 
manifestation  of  ever-earlier  arrival  dates  and 
ever-later  departure  dates  may  simply  be  an 
effect  of  this  increasing  effort:  more  of  us  are 
looking,  and  so  we  are  finding  a  larger  per¬ 
centage  of  both  the  left  and  right  tails  (even 
though  we  as  birders  tend  to  focus  more  on 
the  left-tail  birds,  such  as  Maryland’s  Baird’s 
Sandpiper  on  8  March  this  season!).  Climate 
change  may  have  some  detectable  effect  on 
migration  timing,  but  simply  compiling  long 
lists  of  early-arrival  reports — while  not  simul¬ 
taneously  analyzing  reports  from  along  the 
rest  of  the  migration  route  (and  from  the  win¬ 
tering  grounds) — is  not  the  way  to  make  the 
case.  It  can  be  argued  that  single  birds  found 
lingering  on  the  wintering  grounds  or  strag¬ 
gling  back  northward  quite  late  are  unimpor¬ 
tant  for  studies  of  the  relationship  between 
migration  and  climate  change  (which  should 
focus  on  first  arrivals  and  on  nesting),  but 
“late”  dates,  if  presented  in  balanced  fashion, 
provide  a  more  complete  picture  of  the 
whereabouts  of  a  given  species,  along  with  at 
least  some  indication  of  how  observer  effort 
affects  this  picture. 

We  suggest  that  the  case  for  correlation  be¬ 
tween  increasingly  early  spring  arrivals  and 
climate  change  should  be  made  using  situa¬ 
tions  of  well-monitored  areas  using  relatively 
constant  effort  and  observer  skill — situations 
which,  unfortunately,  are  not  as  common  in 
North  America  as  in  Europe,  where  the  study 
of  migration  and  climate  is  quite  advanced. 
In  western  Poland  (Tryjanowski  et  al.  2005), 
in  Moravia  (Hubalek  2005),  in  Lithuania 
(Zalakevicius  and  Zalakeviciute  2001),  and 
in  four  central  European  sites  (Anthes  2004), 
various  long-term  studies  appear  to  confirm 
birders’  impressions  of  increasingly  early 
spring  arrivals,  especially  by  typically  early 
spring  migrants.  Though  agreeing  on  the  ad¬ 
vance  in  spring  arrivals  in  many  species, 
these  papers  provide  as  many  questions  as 
answers,  and  this  should  not  be  surprising. 
“Migration,”  after  all,  is  by  no  means  a  uni- 
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form  phenomenon:  species  use  many  differ¬ 
ent  routes,  stopover  strategies,  and  paces  in 
their  migrations;  there  are  marked  differ¬ 
ences  between  the  sexes  and  among  age 
classes  in  many  species;  and  these  factors  all 
combine  to  bring  migrants  into  contact  with 
different  meteorological  conditions  along 
their  routes  at  various  times.  Not  all  classes 
of  migrants  (called  “migrons”  in  one  study 
[Hubalek  2005])  show  uniform  results  with 
respect  to  climate  change,  and  in  Sweden 
(Stervander  et  al.  2005),  spring  arrivals  were 
noted  to  be  influenced  by  large-scale  weather 
phenomena,  such  as  the  North  Atlantic  Os¬ 
cillation,  and  long-distance  migrants  that 
winter  south/southeast  of  the  breeding 
grounds  were  found  to  have  the  greatest 
long-term  positive  change  in  early  arrivals 
(see  also  Vahatalo  et  al.  2004,  Hubalek  2003, 
Forchhammer  et  al.  2002).  Conversely, 
analyses  of  data  from  Long  Point  Bird  Obser¬ 
vatory  in  Ontario,  Canada  (Mills  2005)  and 
from  the  Cayuga  Lake  Basin  of  New  York  and 
Worcester  County,  Massachusetts  (Butler 
2003)  show  more  pronouncedly  early  ar¬ 
rivals  in  short-distance  migrants  and  reveal 
only  modest  advancement  in  spring  arrivals 
overall;  a  less  robust  study  from  Maine  (Wil¬ 
son  et  al.  2000),  by  contrast,  shows  no  sig¬ 
nificant  advance  in  arrival  dates  between 
1899-1911  and  1994-1997.  A  general 
overview  of  the  literature  on  migration  and 
climate  change  (Lehikoinen  et  al.  2004)  finds 
that  short-distance  migrants  show  the  great¬ 
est  advance  in  arrival  dates,  which  makes 
sense,  if  one  assumes  that  these  birds  are  re¬ 
sponding  to  weather  conditions  nearer  their 
breeding  grounds,  while  long-distance  mi¬ 
grants  may  rely  more  on  photoperiod. 

There  are  difficulties  in  studying  spring 
migration  that  can  seem  almost  insurmount¬ 
able,  especially  when  relying  on  rather  small 
data  sets.  Mills  (2005)  notes  that  using  first 
arrival  dates  to  characterize  migration  sys¬ 
tems  can  be  problematic  because  they  are 
data  from  one  tail  of  a  distribution,  they  com¬ 
prise  a  mostly  male  population,  and  they 
may  not  correlate  well  with  the  balance  (or 
the  peak)  of  the  migration  period,  which  can 
be  difficult  to  determine  for  many  species. 
Moreover,  migration  in  scarce  and/or  diffi- 
cult-to-detect  species  is  extremely  difficult  to 
monitor,  especially  in  small  birds.  Another 
problem,  rarely  addressed,  is  how  to  account 
mathematically  for  subtle  but  potentially  im¬ 
portant  differences  in  level-of-effort  and  sam¬ 
pling  coverage.  Minor  variation  in  one  or  the 
other  could  explain  quite  a  bit  of  variance  in 
a  set  of  data.  Nevertheless,  more  and  more 
papers  are  beginning  to  incorporate  such  fac¬ 
tors  into  their  analyses,  and  the  results  con¬ 
tinue  to  support  a  correlation  of  climate 
change  and  advancement  of  spring  arrival 
dates.  A  very  recent  paper  (Root  et  al.  2005) 
not  only  makes  the  claim  for  a  causal  con¬ 


nection  between  this  advancement  and  cli¬ 
mate  change  but  also  argues  for  “joint  attri¬ 
bution” — that  is,  further  causal  connection 
to  anthropogenic  alteration  of  the  earths  at¬ 
mosphere.  This  paper  is  the  first  (of  which 
we  aware)  to  synthesize  ornithological  data 
from  North  American,  African,  and  Asian  mi¬ 
grations. 

Does  earlier  arrival  on  the  breeding 
grounds  correlate  with  earlier  and  earlier 
nesting?  The  first  papers  on  this  subject  to  be 
widely  publicized  (e.g.,  Crick  et  al.  1997) 
suggested  so.  A  more  recent  study  of  20  bird 
species  in  Oxfordshire,  England  (Cotton 
2003)  found  that  they  arrived  eight  days  ear¬ 
lier  than  20  years  ago;  this  advancement  was 
shown  to  correspond  to  milder  late- 
winter/early-spring  temperatures  on  the 
African  wintering  grounds  of  these  species. 
The  same  study  found  that  these  species  also 
departed  eight  days  earlier  than  20  years  ago, 
a  pattern  showing  correlation  with  warmer 
temperatures  in  summer  in  England.  A  re¬ 
cent  study  of  European  birds  that  winter  in 
sub-Saharan  Africa  (Gordo  et  al.  2005)  sug¬ 
gests  that  weather  conditions  on  the  winter¬ 
ing  grounds  may  be  most  important  in  trig¬ 
gering  what  the  authors  call  “departure 
decisions”  in  these  migrants.  However,  Aho- 
la  et  al.  (2004)  found  that  Pied  Flycatchers 
migrating  to  southern  Finland  have  migrated 
and  thus  arrived  earlier  in  spring  than  in  the 
past — but  that  the  phenology  of  breeding  has 
not  changed  nearly  as  much  as  that  of  migra¬ 
tion,  apparently  because  temperature 
changes  in  the  northern  part  of  the  species' 
range  have  shown  less  change  in  spring  than 
those  to  the  south.  In  western  Europe,  Cop- 
pack  and  Both  (2002)  note  that  mean  egg- 
laying  dates  of  Pied  Flycatcher  had  in  fact  ad¬ 
vanced  there,  if  not  to  the  degree  that  arrival 
dates  had.  Ahola  et  al.  (2004)  write:  “the  ef¬ 
fects  of  climate  change  have  to  be  studied  at 
the  appropriate  time  and  geographical  scales 
for  each  species  and  population  concerned.” 
In  wider  context,  Moller  et  al.  (2004)  note 
the  bias  in  such  studies  toward  migratory 
temperate-zone  nesters  and  call  for  “large- 
scale  studies  of  a  number  of  model  species 
along  [different]  latitudinal  gradients.” 

Because  there  is  some  indication  that  early 
breeders  usually  produce  the  greatest  num¬ 
ber  of  offspring  (Perrins  1970),  it  seems  rea¬ 
sonable  to  predict  that  for  migratory  birds, 
early  arrival  on  the  breeding  grounds  would 
be  favored,  at  least  at  some  latitudes.  In 
North  America,  a  few  good  papers  on  well- 
monitored  nesting  passerines  such  as  Tree 
Swallows  (e.g.,  Dunn  and  Winkler  1999) 
have  come  out  in  recent  years;  such  papers 
demonstrate  clearly  that  these  species  are 
nesting  earlier  and  earlier  in  the  United 
States.  But  instances  such  as  this  year’s  cold 
weather  in  late  May  (in  the  Northeast,  at 
least)  do  not  illustrate  a  clear  advantage  to 


earlier  nesting — many  swallows  died  or  lost 
their  broods.  In  Alaska,  George  Divoky,  has 
studied  Black  Guillemots  on  Cooper  Island 
near  Barrow  for  three  decades.  Initially  not 
focused  on  biological  responses  to  global  cli¬ 
mate  change,  Divoky’s  study  nonetheless  il¬ 
lustrates  a  clear  and  rather  radical  shift  to¬ 
ward  earlier  nesting  in  this  species.  “The 
warmer  temperatures  and  subsequent  early 
snowmelt  [have]  allowed  Black  Guillemots 
to  lay  their  first  eggs  in  mid-June,  approxi¬ 
mately  two  weeks  earlier  than  in  the  mid- 
1970s.  The  observed  changes  in  the  Black 
Guillemot’s  breeding  biology  over  the  past 
three  decades  are  among  the  first  biological 
indications  of  the  impact  of  recent  warming 
in  the  Arctic”  (see  <www.cooperisland.org>; 
Krajick  2001).  Preliminary  investigations  of 
Ivory  Gull  nesting  areas  suggests  that  they 
too  have  changed — but  in  this  case,  tradi¬ 
tional  colony  sites  appear  to  be  abandoned, 
and  Inuit  hunters  claim  the  species  is  disap¬ 
pearing  (Gilchrist  and  Mallory  2005). 

Such  birds  of  the  High  Arctic  are  remote 
from  most  of  us,  but  this  environment,  scien¬ 
tists  generally  agree,  will  be  among  the  first  to 
experience  profound  changes  as  a  result  of  ris¬ 
ing  air  and  sea  temperatures.  Are  the  effects  of 
the  warming  planet  on  bird  populations  visi¬ 
ble  in  the  Lower  48  and  southern  Canada — 
for  instance,  in  Arctic  nesters  that  pass 
through  more  temperate  areas  during  migra¬ 
tion?  In  Delaware  Bay,  the  famous  stopover 
area  for  Red  Knots  and  other  High  Arctic 
nesters,  the  numbers  of  shorebirds  continue 
to  be  depressed  in  2005,  some  just  a  third  of 
their  numbers  of  the  mid-1980s.  The  down¬ 
turn  in  migrant  shorebirds  there  has  been  of¬ 
ten  attributed  to  the  overharvest  of  Horseshoe 
Crabs  (which  may  well  be  true),  but  could 
changes  in  the  Far  North  also  have  an  impact 
on  nesting  habitat  or  nesting  success  in  these 
species?  The  numbers  from  spring  2005  are 
difficult  to  read  without  wincing:  only  20,000 
knots  were  counted  (compared  to  the  all-time 
high  of  96,000  and  an  average  of  48,000  for 
the  years  1982-1996);  43,000  Ruddy  Turn¬ 
stone  seems  like  a  high  count,  but  it  was  well 
down  from  1989’s  count  of  108,000  (and  the 
1982-1996  average  of  70,000);  12,765  Sander- 
lings  is  a  count  similar  to  numbers  from  as  re¬ 
cently  as  1993-1995  but  a  far  cry  from  the 
56,000  counted  here  in  1982;  and  of  the 
272,000  Semipalmated  Sandpipers  that  once 
used  the  Bay,  just  one  half  of  the  average  of 
112,000  (from  1982-1996)— 56,000— were 
tallied  this  spring  (see  Brokaw,  in  Hess  et  al. 
2000,  for  data  from  past  years).  The  condi¬ 
tions  on  the  Arctic  nesting  grounds  used  by 
these  shorebirds  are  changing  rapidly:  in  some 
areas,  shrubs  are  encroaching  into  tundra;  bit¬ 
ing  insects  such  as  mosquitoes  are  now  more 
abundant  and  more  prevalent  earlier  in  the 
season,  a  problem  for  both  caribou  and  Arctic 
birds  (Krajick  2001,  Gaston  et  al.  2002);  and 
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the  populations  of  several  species  of  geese,  es¬ 
pecially  Chen,  are  exploding,  with  deleterious 
effects  on  the  tundra  where  flocks  gather  and 
graze.  (An  aside:  one  consequence  of  expand¬ 
ing  goose  populations  is  that  our  regional  re¬ 
ports  are  filled  with  vagrants  and  high  counts: 
for  the  present  season,  we  note  records  of  late 
or  wayward  Emperor,  Ross’s,  Snow,  Cackling, 
Canada,  Greater  White-fronted,  Barnacle, 
Pink-footed,  and  Graylag  Geese — the  last 
species  a  new  one  for  North  America — in  the 
regional  reports.  We  also  noted  quite  a  few 
perplexing  reports  of  goose  hybrids,  and  a  few 
swans  of  note,  mostly  extralimital  Trumpeters 
but  also  single  Bewicks  in  the  Yukon,  Mon¬ 
tana,  and  Utah.)  While  we  agree  with  conser¬ 
vation  groups  that  a  moratorium  on  Horse¬ 
shoe  Crab  fishing  is  an  imperative  for  the 
Delaware  Bay  region  (see  also  the  Middle  At¬ 
lantic  region’s  S.A.  box  on  Red  Knots),  we  be¬ 
lieve  it  crucial  to  study  other  factors,  such  as 
those  affecting  reproductive  success  on  the 
nesting  grounds,  in  these  species.  This  is  a  tall 
order,  as  these  nesting  grounds  are  remote  and 
extremely  challenging  environments  for  hu¬ 
mans;  but  time  may  be  of  the  essence. 

Southern  birds  north  II:  "Vagrants"  and 
the  question  of  climate  change 

In  miniature,  birds  we  call  “vagrants,”  those 
found  well  outside  of  normal  range,  raise  the 
same  questions  about  climate  change  versus 
observer  bias  as  early-arriving  individual  mi¬ 
grants  that  are  not  extralimital.  Statistical 
models  have  even  less  applicability  in  these 
cases,  as  there  are  simply  too  few  data  points 
available  to  analyze.  Nevertheless,  some 
models  of  climate  change  predict  a  north¬ 
ward  shift  in  the  breeding  ranges  of  scores  of 
species  (Price  and  Root  2000),  and  with  in¬ 
creasingly  warm  weather  recorded  annually 
in  recent  years,  it  seems  reasonable  that  we 
would  expect  to  see  the  first  northward  pio¬ 
neers,  if  not  breeders,  if  these  models  have 
even  a  moderate  degree  of  accuracy.  A  corol¬ 
lary  could  be  that  few  bird  species  would  be 
expected  to  extend  their  ranges  southward  in 
a  period  of  warming  climate.  Let’s  take  the 
latter  case  first.  Which  species  are  moving 
southward?  Cedar  Waxwings  and  Tree  Swal¬ 
lows,  noted  above,  have  slipped  quietly  into 
the  Coastal  Plain  of  the  Carolinas  in  recent 
years,  and  larger  gulls  (notably  Herring  and 
Great  Black-backed)  have  also  extended  their 
ranges  southward  in  recent  decades.  House 
Finches  are  creeping  slowly  southward  on 
the  Florida  peninsula  (presumably  nearing 
the  end  of  their  colonization  of  the  East  after 
introduction  in  1940)— but  far  more  inter¬ 
esting  were  indications  in  Alaska  this  spring 
that  House  Finch  may  soon  nest  there!  Com¬ 
mon  Raven,  Merlin,  and  Sandhill  Crane  are 
apparently  re-occupying  former  range  and 
expanding  a  bit  to  the  east  and  south  of  their 
core  ranges,  and  wandering  individuals  or 


groups  are  turning  up  in  areas  where  very 
rare  in  the  twentieth  century.  On  the  West 
Coast,  Chestnut-backed  Chickadee  has  been 
spreading  slowly  southward.  A  few  more 
species  have  been  detected  nesting  south  of 
usual  in  recent  years  (Great  Gray  Owl,  Red¬ 
breasted  Nuthatch),  but  by  and  large,  these 
have  been  isolated,  exceptional  events  rather 
than  strengthening  patterns.  In  short:  the  list 
is  short  and  heavily  qualified  in  most  cases. 

In  the  regional  reports,  we  read  of  many 
remarkable  records  of  eastern-birds-west  and 
western-birds-east  (often  popular  themes  in 
the  Changing  Seasons  essay  when  weather  is 
the  main  topic),  some  of  which  involve  lati¬ 
tudinal  movements  of  some  note,  but  in  re¬ 
stricting  our  focus  to  rare  birds  found  more 
north  or  south  than  east  or  west  of  typical 
range,  we  found  that  our  list  produced  most¬ 
ly  the  usual  suspects.  Birds  on  this  rather 
lengthy  list  conform  to  patterns  either 
decades  old  (Black  Vulture,  Mississippi  Kite) 
or  more  recent  but  distinct  (Crested 
Caracara,  Cave  Swallow): 

•  Glossy  Ibis:  PQ,  MN,  MO,  MB,  OR 

•  White-faced  Ibis:  MA,  Rl,  VA  IN,  IL,  TN 

•  White  Ibis:  NJ,  IN,  MB,  ND 

•  Black  Vulture:  PQ,  Ml,  WI,  MO,  KS,  OH 

•  Mottled  Duck:  IL,  KY,  TN,  AR 

•  Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck:  IA,  MO,  AR 

•  Swallow-tailed  Kite:  Rl,  MA,  CT,  VA,  DE, 
NJ,  MD 

•  Mississippi  Kite:  MA,  SD,  NJ,  WI,  IA 

•  White-tailed  Kite:  OK,  NE,  UT 

•  Crested  Caracara:  MS,  OR,  CA 

•  Common  Moorhen:  MN,  OR,  PEI 

•  Purple  Gallinule:  VA,  IN,  IL,  TN 

•  Wilson’s  Plover:  NS,  NJ,  NH,  NY 

•  Black-necked  Stilt:  NS,  MN,  WI,  BC,  PA 

•  Chuck-will’s-widow:  WI,  Ml 

•  Vermilion  Flycatcher:  IA,  OK,  KS,  NV 

•  Black  Phoebe:  WA,  OR,  CO 

•  Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher:  Rl,  MI,  WI,  PA 

•  Cave  Swallow:  AR 

•  Swainson’s  Warbler:  MD,  DE,  NY,  IL,  NM, 
OH,  PA 

•  Painted  Bunting:  WY,  PQ,  MA,  ME,  WI 

•  Great-tailed  Grackle:  IL,  MN,  WA 

•  Shiny  Cowbird:  NC 

Those  who  follow  extralimital  records 
carefully  will  perceive  our  point  in  this  mixed 
bag:  the  line  is  line  between  outlandish  “va¬ 
grants”  and  potential  colonizers,  and  many 
species  on  this  list — among  them  Scissor- 
tailed  Flycatcher,  Great-tailed  Grackle, 
Glossy  Ibis,  Black-necked  Stilt,  Black-bellied 
Whistling-Duck — are  known  to  be  expand¬ 
ing  the  northward  fringes  of  breeding  range, 
whether  contiguously  or  in  “leap-frog”  fash¬ 
ion,  by  establishing  more  eccentric  breeding 
stations.  A  careful  read  of  the  Southern  Great 
Plains  regional  report  adds  a  few  more  that 
may  have  slipped  under  the  radar:  Blue-gray 


Gnatcatcher,  Northern  Cardinal;  western 
South  Dakota  also  had  a  cardinal.  The  New 
Mexico  report  also  mentions  northward  car¬ 
dinal  expansion  and  adds  Vermilion  Fly¬ 
catcher,  which  is  expanding  northeastward  in 
that  state  (and  in  California  and  Oklahoma). 

In  addition  to  this  list,  there  were  southern 
species  found  well  north  of  range  that  con¬ 
form  to  much  weaker  spring  patterns: 

•  Brown  Booby:  NC 

•  Wood  Stork:  NJ 

•  Fulvous  Whistling-Duck:  OH 

•  Brown  Noddy:  SC 

•  Costa’s  Hummingbird:  WA 

•  Fork-tailed  Flycatcher:  MA,  IL 

•  Seaside  Sparrow:  NB,  PA 

In  these  cases,  none  of  the  species  are 
known  to  be  expanding  in  number  or  range, 
and  several  are  in  decline — the  whistling- 
duck  and  stork  in  particular.  Species  whose 
ranges  or  populations  are  rather  limited  (or 
whose  numbers  are  falling)  appear  to  be  the 
source  of  fewer  vagrants.  Nevertheless,  we 
should  keep  an  eye  on  such  species  to  see  if 
weak  patterns  of  vagrancy  persist. 

And  then  there  were  the  vagrants  with  still 
less  precedent:  Buff-bellied  Hummingbird  in 
Georgia;  Whip-poor-will  (subspecies  un¬ 
known)  in  Oregon  and  western  Nebraska; 
Northern  Cardinal  in  Washington;  and  Eared 
Grebe,  American  Avocet,  and  Virginia  Rail  in 
Alaska.  But  are  these  birds  really  so  surpris¬ 
ing?  Buff-bellied  Hummingbird  has  been  in¬ 
creasing  as  a  vagrant  to  adjacent  Gulf  Coast 
states;  cardinals  appear  to  be  moving  north¬ 
ward,  as  noted  above;  and  Barred  Owl’s  recent 
expansion  in  the  West  is  well  documented. 
Hooded  Orioles — whose  eastern  Canadian 
appearances  (1992  Ontario,  1998-1999 
Quebec)  once  seemed  anomalous — were 
recorded  this  season  in  Michigan,  Ontario, 
and  (gulp)  the  Yukon  Territory,  all  three  in 
the  first  half  of  May.  A  Hooded  Oriole  in  the 
Yukon:  though  it  may  have  nothing  to  do 
with  climate  change,  such  a  bird  does  set  the 
mind  to  wondering.  The  subspecies  of  these 
extralimital  Hooded  Orioles  and  Whip-poor- 
wills  should  be  investigated:  multiple  taxa  of 
both  are  known  from  the  United  States,  and 
western  Nebraska’s  previous  record  of  Whip- 
poor-will  is  of  subspecies  arizonae,  or  Mexi¬ 
can  Whip-poor-will.  Could  these  birds  have 
come  from  northern  Mexico?  Certainly,  Ore¬ 
gon  has  a  history  of  recording  Southwestern 
vagrants,  making  such  a  scenario  at  least 
plausible.  Over  much  of  the  twentieth  centu¬ 
ry,  Hooded  Orioles  (of  subspecies  nelsoni )  are 
known  to  have  expanded  northward  in  Cali¬ 
fornia,  and  these  are  clearly  the  source  of  va¬ 
grants  to  the  Pacific  Northwest  (including  the 
Yukon),  whereas  populations  in  South  Texas 
(subspecies  cucullatus/sennetti )  have  declined 
steadily  (Pleasants  and  Albano  2001).  The 
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Ontario  and  Quebec  birds  from  the  1990s, 
however,  were  of  the  nominate  subspecies,  as 
were  the  2005  Michigan  and  Ontario  birds.  It 
is  surprising  that  a  supposedly  declining  sub¬ 
species  would  be  the  source  of  vagrants,  as 
vagrants  are  sometimes  considered  an  effect 
of  expanding  populations;  but  Wilson’s 
Plover  is  also  thought  to  be  declining,  and 
New  Hampshire  had  its  first  this  season  (and 
Quebec  its  first  in  early  June).  Fork-tailed 
Flycatcher  is  another  curiosity:  it  is  far  rarer 
in  North  America  in  spring  than  in  autumn, 
when  most  appear  to  be  reverse  migrants  of 
the  nominate  subspecies  (from  South  Ameri¬ 
ca).  Though  Fork- tailed  is  not  known  to  nest 
in  the  United  States,  there  appears  to  be  noth¬ 
ing  (other  than  perhaps  the  presence  of  other 
kingbirds)  to  bar  the  species  from  doing  so. 
After  all,  if  Barn  Swallows  can  nest  in  Chia¬ 
pas,  Mexico  and  on  the  coast  of  Argentina — 
places  where  they  have  been  assumed  to  be 
migrants  or  wintering  birds — why  not  Fork¬ 
tailed  Flycatchers  nesting  on  the  prairies? 

Wind-borne  “accidentals”?  Or  the  leading 
edge  of  expanding  populations?  The  spring 
Hudson-Delaware  report — which  treats  a 
massive  northerly  influx  of  southern  war¬ 
blers,  tanagers,  and  cardinalids  over  April  and 
May  2005 — puts  the  matter  bluntly:  all  these 
southern  birds  were  not  swept  up  by  storms 
and  deposited  over  a  seven-week  period  in 
New  York  and  northern  New  Jersey.  Reading 
through  the  surrounding  regions’  reports  for 
context,  we  can  certainly  concur.  The  birds 
could  easily  have  arrived  on  favorable 
southerly  winds,  of  course  (quite  different  by 
being  storm-displaced),  but  were  they  simply 
“overmigrants”?  In  a  season  with  few 
southerly  winds,  it  is  difficult  to  see  those 
many  dozens  of  Prothonotary,  Yellow-throat¬ 
ed,  and  Hooded  Warblers  (and  a  few  Swain- 
son’s  Warblers)  as  simply  overshooting  their 
targets  by  a  few  hundred  kilometers.  The  gist 
of  the  Hudson-Delaware  report  seems  to  be 
that  these  birds  were  not  “lost,”  not  “acciden¬ 
tal,”  not  vagrants  deposited  by  the  caprice  of 
weather  but  pioneers  that  appeared  in  some 
cases  despite  the  season’s  contrary  weather. 
(No  association  with  climate  change  is  in¬ 
voked  in  that  column,  but  its  long  list  of 
southern  visitors  enjoins  the  reader  to  con¬ 
sider  it.)  These  birds,  it  is  suggested,  were 
prospecting  for  territories,  perhaps  second- 
year  birds,  which  may  be  the  ones  most  like¬ 
ly  to  be  found  in  such  anomalous  settings  (in¬ 
cluding,  perhaps,  late  lingerers  on  the 
wintering  grounds).  Was  the  same  true  for 
record-early  arrivals  of  migrants  in  New  Eng¬ 
land  (Figure  3),  where  spring  fallouts  are 
known  to  be  storm-related  in  some  cases? 

The  five  dove  species  considered  briefly 
above  give  us  five  quite  different  examples  of 
population  dynamics  of  “southern”  birds. 
Even  within  a  single  genus  ( Columbina ),  the 
three  species  show  clear  differences.  It  is  to 


be  expected  that  other  species’  population 
dynamics  will  also  vary  considerably.  Which 
of  the  above-listed  species  will  expand  as 
breeders  or  as  “vagrants,”  and  what  sort  of 
speed  will  their  expansion  take:  slow  (Inca 
Dove),  medium  (Ruddy  Ground-Dove),  fast 
(White-winged  Dove),  or  lightning-fast 
(Eurasian  Collared-Dove)?  Like  the  doves, 
kites  make  a  good  case  study  of  this  phe¬ 
nomenon — and  few  species  are  met  with 
greater  shock  and  awe  than  Swallow-tailed 
Kite.  Not  only  were  wandering  Swallow- 
taileds  “rather  early”  in  many  areas  (e.g. ,  17 
March  in  Pennsylvania;  1 1  March  in  Geor¬ 
gia),  but  the  incursion  into  states  from  Vir¬ 
ginia  through  Massachusetts  was  just  the  tip 
of  the  southern  iceberg:  the  Southern  At¬ 
lantic  region  had  26  reports  of  extralimital 
Swallow-taileds  (more  than  three  times  the 
norm),  18  of  those  from  North  Carolina; 
Arkansas  and  Texas  had  rare  confirmations 
of  nestings;  and  Alabama  had  a  possibly  nest¬ 
ing  pair  at  Eufaula  National  Wildlife  Refuge. 
This  species  appears  to  be  following  in  the 
footsteps  of  Mississippi  Kite,  which  has 
shown  gradual  expansion  of  its  breeding 
range  to  the  north  (note  a  one-day  count  of 
198  in  Illinois  on  27  May  2005!)  coupled 
with  “vagrant”  individuals  seen  annually 
hundreds  of  kilometers  to  the  north  of  that 
range.  In  other  words:  not  quite  the  “fast”  of 
White-winged  Dove,  but  pretty  close. 

If  we  shift  southward  still  more,  to  the  U.S. 
border  states  and  Mexico,  the  situation  is 
analogous,  but  with  a  different  set  of  species. 
Not  long  ago,  Rufous-capped  Warblers  were 
boldfaced  when  noted  in  Texas  and  Arizona. 
With  nesting  documented  in  both  states,  and 
the  species  apparently  annual,  Rufous- 
cappeds  hardly  raise  an  eyebrow  nowadays. 
Green  Violet-ears  are  now  annual  in  Texas. 
Could  this  be  the  case  with  more  such  species 
in  the  near  future?  It’s  difficult  to  make  the 
case  that  birders  have  simply  overlooked 
flashy  species  such  as  Flame-colored  Tanager 
and  Slate-throated  Redstart  in  well-birded 
southeastern  Arizona — or  failed  to  look  up 
and  notice  Short-tailed  Hawks  there  and  in 
southern  Texas.  All  were  reported  this  season 
in  these  states,  and  all  three  (plus  Crescent¬ 
chested  Warbler)  were  also  reported  extralim- 
itally  in  northern  Chihuahua  this  spring. 
What’s  more,  New  Mexico  got  its  first  reports 
of  Short-tailed  Hawk  and  Tropical  Parula  in 
spring  2005.  Common  Black-Hawk  was  re¬ 
ported  in  four  locations  in  California,  in  Lub¬ 
bock,  Texas,  from  Baca  and  Prowers  Counties 
in  Colorado,  and  in  New  Mexico  from  the 
Sandia  Mountains  hawkwatch,  its  first  in  21 
years  of  monitoring.  To  the  east,  in  Florida,  a 
Thick-billed  Vireo,  a  Red-legged  Honeycreep- 
er,  and  a  (green-backed)  Western  Spindalis 
were  West  Indian  highlights.  In  later  2005  re¬ 
ports  (we  are  poaching  a  bit  here),  readers 
will  marvel  at  White-eared  Hummingbirds  in 


Colorado  and  Michigan,  at  Green  Violet-ears 
in  Pennsylvania,  Iowa,  and  New  Jersey.  When 
one  looks  at  these  records  singly,  they  have  a 
certain  vulnerability:  hummingbirds  can  be 
transported  in  flower  shipments;  honeycreep- 
ers  are  sold  in  pet  stores;  a  Burrowing  Owl  in 
North  Carolina  in  May  2005  was  suspected  to 
be  connected  to  a  landscaping  operation. 
Considered  together,  however,  these  and  oth¬ 
er  records  suggest  that  we  should  expect  to 
see  more  and  more  birds  north  of  typical 
range — and  possibly  more  patterns  develop¬ 
ing.  Until  this  year,  most  of  us  would  have 
laughed  at  the  thought  of  an  occasional 
Hooded  Oriole  “flight”  to  the  Midwest;  after 
this  seasons  records,  and  perhaps  a  few  more 
seasons  like  this  one,  laughter  may  not  be  in 
order.  But  for  birdtng  records  to  be  of  greatest 
value,  they  must  be  made  synoptic  and  elec¬ 
tronic,  as  with  data  from  banding  stations, 
and  they  should  carry  clear  indication  of  ob¬ 
server  effort.  Otherwise,  our  best  efforts  to 
document  what  we  observe  will  remain 
parochial  and  mostly  inaccessible.  We  will 
not  be  able  to  perceive  changing  patterns  of 
bird  distribution  in  all  their  complexity. 

In  this  column  for  the  autumn  1996  season 
(Brinkley  1997),  the  phrase  “the  Rise  of  the 
South”  was  used  to  flag  North  American  bird¬ 
ers'  increasing  cognizance  of  tropical  Ameri¬ 
can  species  (as  well  as  austral  migrants  from 
South  America)  straying  to  the  United  States 
and  Canada.  In  the  context  of  spring  mi¬ 
grants,  the  “southern-birds-north”  problem 
was  treated  in  much  more  detail  four  years 
later,  with  a  review  of  conceptual  frameworks 
used  in  Changing  Seasons  essays  over  four 
decades  (Brinkley  2001).  In  2005,  we  as  a 
birding  community  have  reached  a  pass:  the 
changes  in  bird  distribution  we  are  observing 
and  documenting  are  real,  rapid  in  some  cas¬ 
es,  and  possibly  radical.  They  will  be  of  great 
interest  to  posterity,  no  matter  what  their  out¬ 
come.  Whether  or  not  they  are  causally  relat¬ 
ed  to  the  warming  of  our  atmosphere  and 
oceans,  these  changes  pose  clear  challenges  to 
us  as  a  group.  How  do  we  best  track  these 
changes,  on  scales  large  and  small?  How  do 
we  contribute  to  projects  that  might,  at  some 
point,  be  usable  for  scientists  working  on  the 
phenology  of  migration  and  the  impact  of  cli¬ 
mate  change?  As  people  who  have  put  in  long 
hours  on  ornithological  projects  of  many 
sorts — atlases,  censuses,  surveys,  point- 
counts,  Christmas  Bird  Counts,  and  more — 
we  can  state  plainly  that  making  sense  of  such 
changes  on  a  continental  scale  will  not  be 
possible  through  conventional,  paper-based 
publications  (or  indeed  through  methods  pri¬ 
marily  involving  paper  archives  or  reposito¬ 
ries).  State  and  provincial  journals,  North 
American  Birds,  and  peer-reviewed  articles 
have  too  many  limitations — in  particular 
their  lack  of  sufficient  space  to  countenance 
all  data  collected,  their  fundamental  inability 
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to  offer  real-time  updates  or  graphic  displays 
of  data  from  particular  periods,  their  lack  of 
interactivity — to  serve  as  media  that  will  tell 
us  what’s  going  on  with  expanding  species, 
especially  at  the  edges  of  range,  areas  from 
which  many  reports  end  up  on  editors’  cut- 
ting-room  floors,  owing  to  lack  of  space  and 
interest.  Both  for  the  preservation  of  such 
data  and  for  their  accessibility,  we  must  as  a 
community  embrace  the  web-based  systems 
used  to  track  bird  distribution,  whether  for 
Christmas  Bird  Counts,  Breeding  Bird  Sur¬ 
veys,  state  atlas  projects,  or  even  everyday 
birding  outings.  Your  regional  editors  and 
project  coordinators,  and  your  fellow  and  fu¬ 
ture  birders,  will  thank  you  for  taking  the  ini¬ 
tiative  to  become  an  electronic  birder.  And 
who  knows?  We  may  some  day  be  able  to 
make  sense  of  the  Yukon’s  Hooded  Oriole(s). 

Where  will  it  end?  Will  it  end?  And,  oh 
yes:  Why  were  there  three  extralimital  re¬ 
ports  of  Eurasian  Tree  Sparrow,  from  Wis¬ 
consin  and  South  Dakota,  this  spring?  Is  this 
supposedly  sedentary  little  bird  poised  to 
make  its  Canadian  debut? 
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STANDARD 
ABBREVIATIONS  AND 
SYMBOLS  USED  IN  THE 
REGIONAL  REPORTS 


* 

specimen  collected 

+ 

bird(s)  seen  through  end  of  period 

t 

written  details  on  file 

A.F.B. 

Air  Force  Base 

acc. 

accepted  by  records  committee 

A.R.C. 

Avian  Records  Committee 

b. 

banded 

B.B.S. 

Breeding  Bird  Survey 

B.O. 

Bird  Observatory 

B.R.C. 

Bird  Records  Committee 

C.A. 

Conservation  Area 

C.B.C. 

Christmas  Bird  Count 

C.P. 

County  Park 

cm 

centimeter(s) 

Cr. 

Creek 

Ft. 

Fort 

G.C. 

Golf  Course 

G.P. 

Game  Preserve 

Hwy. 

Highway 

1.  (Is.) 

Island(s),  lsle(s) 

imm.  (imms.) 

immature(s) 

Jet. 

Junction 

juv.  (juvs.) 

juvenal  [plumage];  juvenile(s) 

km 

kilometer(s) 

L. 

Lake 

mm 

millimeter(s) 

m.ob. 

many  (or  multiple)  observers 

Mt.  (Mts.) 

Mount/Mountain  (Mountains) 

N.A. 

Nature  Area,  Natural  Area 

N.F. 

National  Forest 

N.M. 

National  Monument 

N.P. 

National  Park 

N.S. 

National  Seashore 

N.W.R. 

National  Wildlife  Refuge 

p.a. 

pending  acceptance 

P.P. 

Provincial  Park 

Pen. 

Peninsula 

ph. 

photographed  (by  +  initials) 

Pt. 

Point  (not  Port) 

R. 

River 

R.A. 

Recreation(al)  Area 

R.B.A. 

Rare  Bird  Alert 

R.P. 

Regional  Park 

R.S. 

Regional  Shoreline 

Res. 

Reservoir 

Rte. 

Route 

S.B. 

State  Beach 

S.F. 

State  Forest 

S.G.A. 

State  Game  Area 

S.P. 

State  Park 

S.R.A. 

State  Recreation  Area 

S.R. 

State  Reserve 

S.W.A. 

State  Wildlife  Area 

S.T.P. 

Sewage  Treatment  Plant/Pond 

subad.  (subads.) 

subadult(s) 

Twp. 

Township 

v.r. 

voice  recording  (by  +  initials) 

vt. 

videotape  (by  +  initials) 

W.A. 

Wildlife  Area 

W.M.A. 

Wildlife  Management  Area 

W.T.P. 

(Waste)water  Treatment  Plant/Pond 
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The  weather  during  May  2005  in  the 
Maritime  provinces  (Nova  Scotia, 
New  Brunswick,  and  Prince  Edward 
Island)  had  a  stunning  impact  on  migration 
throughout  the  Region.  In  a  “normal”  sea¬ 
son,  the  jet  stream  typically  oscillates  back 
and  forth  over  the  provinces,  bringing 
weather  alternately  foul  and  fair,  with  condi¬ 
tions  rarely  stable  for  long  periods.  And  so  it 
was  through  March  and  April,  though  pre¬ 
cipitation  was  fifteen  per  cent  above  normal. 
But  then  came  May,  and  the  heavens  opened, 
especially  in  southern  and  eastern  mainland 
Nova  Scotia.  Halifax  had  triple  its  average 


monthly  rainfall:  319  mm,  an  all-time 
record.  There  were  five  days  with  more  than 
25  mm  of  rain,  when  normally  there  is  but 
one.  The  wettest  periods  were  7-8  May  (94 
mm)  and  19-24  May  (99  mm).  Tempera¬ 
tures  were  1.5°  C  below  normal  (though 
there  were  no  frosts),  and  there  was  fifty  per 
cent  less  sunshine  in  May  than  April,  instead 
of  thirty-five  per  cent  more.  The  direction  of 
the  prevailing  winds,  typically  from  the 
south  in  late  spring,  was  mostly  easterly 
(during  the  frequent  rains),  with  northwest¬ 
erly  winds  during  the  lulls  in  precipitation. 
The  few  periods  of  southerly  flow  came  ear¬ 
ly  in  May,  leaving  mid-month  (and  later)  mi¬ 
grants  to  face  adverse  conditions  that  per¬ 
sisted  well  into  June.  Consequently,  many 
Neotropical  migrants  were  late  in  arriving, 
and  their  numbers  were  quite  depressed. 
Observers  farther  north  in  Newfoundland 
and  on  St.  Pierre,  where  the  weather  was 
more  temperate,  all  bemoaned  the  late  ar¬ 
rival  or  outright  absence  of  various  species, 
especially  warblers  and  flycatchers;  only 


eight  species  of  warbler  had  reached  St. 
Pierre  and  Miquelon  by  the  end  of  May  (and 
all  in  low  numbers) — and  no  flycatchers  at 
all.  In  addition  to  several  provincial  firsts, 
the  Region  documented  a  species  new  to 
North  America. 

Abbreviations:  A.B.O.  (Atlantic  Bird  Obser¬ 
vatory);  BT.  (Brier  I.,  NS);  B.P.I.  (Bon 
Portage  I.,  NS);  C.S.I.  (Cape  Sable  I.,  NS); 
G.M.I.  (Grand  Manan  I.,  NB,  including 
White  Head  I.);  H.R.M.  (Halifax  Regional 
Municipality,  NS);  N.A.M.C.  (North  Ameri¬ 
can  Migration  Count  [Nova  Scotia;  14 
May]);  RET.  (Prince  Edward  I.). 

LOONS  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

Red-necked  Grebes  showed  a  75%  decline 
off  St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon  this  year,  with  a 
maximum  count  of  only  55  on  12  Mar  (BL). 
The  Apr-May  heron  flight  was  reasonably 
strong  across  Nova  Scotia  and  New 
Brunswick,  but  only  3  Great  Egrets  reached 
P.E.I.,  and  there  were  no  sightings  n.  of  the 
Maritimes.  The  Nova  Scotia/New  Brunswick 
totals  were  as  follows:  Great  Egret  20/12; 
Snowy  Egret  10/6;  Little  Blue  Heron  5/3;  Tri¬ 
colored  Heron  1/0;  Cattle  Egret  2/0;  Green 
Heron  3/1;  Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron 
2/0;  Glossy  Ibis  5/0.  Extralimital  Turkey  Vul¬ 
tures  included  3  at  Apple  River,  NS  17  Apr 
(Kathleen  Spicer),  three  sightings  in  n.  New 
Brunswick  in  the  latter  half  of  Apr,  and  one 
at  Georgetown,  P.E.I.  2  May  (Scott  Sinclair). 

The  3  Pink-footed  Geese  near  Trenton,  NS 
were  last  reported  there  15  Mar,  and  they 
then  reappeared  at  Nine  Mile  Creek,  P.E.I. 
23-31  Mar,  where  they  had  first  been  discov¬ 
ered  in  Dec  2004.  Their  subsequent  depar¬ 
ture  for  (presumed)  points  north  further  so¬ 
lidifies  the  consensus  that  these  were  wild 
birds.  The  number  of  migrant  Snow  Geese  in 
nw.  New  Brunswick  continues  to  grow,  with 
perhaps  7000+  this  year,  including  2000  at 
St.  Quentin  10  May  (RL)  and  5000  in  the 
Restigouche  Estuary  11  May  (BD).  Else¬ 
where  there  was  an  ad.  blue  morph  at  Mavil- 
lette  Beach,  Digby,  NS  29  May  (MN).  A  Gray- 
lag  Goose  took  residence  24  Apr-2  May  on  a 
drill  ship  stationed  200  km  se.  of  St.  John’s, 
NL  (ph.).  Mactavish  reports  that  the  New¬ 
foundland  Bird  Committee  has  accepted  the 
bird  as  wild;  the  species  breeds  abundantly  in 
Iceland.  This  constitutes  the  first  North 
American  record  for  this  European  species.  A 
Tundra  Swan  in  the  Grand  Codroy  River,  NL 
4-14  May  (Don  &  Vivien  Jones)  was  the  first 
in  the  province  in  decades.  There  was  a  scat¬ 
tering  of  Eurasian  Wigeons  across  the  Re¬ 
gion,  one  in  Nova  Scotia,  5+  in  New 
Brunswick,  2  in  St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon,  and  a 
half-dozen  around  St.  Johns.  There  were  2 
Common  (Eurasian  Green-winged)  Teal  in 
New  Brunswick  and  one  in  Nova  Scotia  (an¬ 
nual  in  spring  in  both  provinces),  but  one  on 
Miquelon  22  May  (RE)  was  just  the  3rd  for 
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the  department.  A  brood  of  Northern 
Shovelers  at  Sackville,  NB  9  May  was 
remarkably  early  (Kathy  Popma);  in 
this  Region,  the  species  does  not  usu¬ 
ally  commence  laying  until  late  May.  A 
female  Canvasback  on  Murray  River, 
P.E.I.  9-21  Mar  (Rosemary  Curley  et 
al.)  provided  one  of  few  provincial 
records,  while  2  in  St.  Pierre  et 
Miquelon  15  May  (ph.  FPA)  constitut¬ 
ed  the  3rd  occurrence  for  the  islands. 
The  Redhead  that  overwintered  on  B.I. 
remained  through  spring  and  by  the 
end  of  May  appeared  to  be  paired  with 
an  American  Black  Duck,  but  there 
was  no  evidence  of  nesting.  The  only 
Tufted  Ducks  reported  were  9  in  St. 
John’s  in  Mar  and  one  in  New 
Brunswick  in  early  May.  The  best  one- 
day  total  for  Surf  Scoter  at  the  Point 
Lepreau  B.O.,  NB  was  5000+  29  Apr, 
while  the  best  count  for  Black  Scoter 
in  the  Restigouche  Estuary  was  66,000 
26  Apr  (Mike  Lushington).  A  count  of 
23  Barrow’s  Goldeneyes  on  the  Sydney 
R.,  NS  7  Mar  (Bev  Sarty)  was  an  im¬ 
pressive  total  for  anywhere  in  the  Re¬ 
gion.  Hooded  Mergansers  are  fairly 
common  in  the  Maritimes,  but  one  in 
St.  Pierre  harbor  14-15  Mar  (LJ)  was 
unusual  there. 


- 

SI  •  mm  Saifs 

This  male  Black-necked  Stilt  was  present  in  Queens  County,  Nova 
Scotia  11-15  (here  13)  April  2005.  It  represents  the  ninth  (and 
earliest)  provincial  record.  Photograph  by  Andy  Dean. 


most 


HAWKS  THROUGH  GULLS 

Two  Red-shouldered  Hawks  near  Caraquet, 
NB  2-5  May  (Jocelyne  Godin)  were  well  be¬ 
yond  their  known  breeding  range  in  the 
province.  No  Rough-legged  Hawks  were 
noted  this  spring  on  St.  Pierre,  where  the 
species  formerly  nested.  There  were,  unusu¬ 
ally,  numerous  Golden  Eagle  sightings  this 
spring,  starting  with  presumed  migrants  in 
the  south,  with  single  ads.  at  B.I.  2  Mar  (Carl 
Haycock),  at  Marys  Pt.,  NB  13  Mar  (David 
Christie),  and  at  River  Glade,  Westmoreland, 
NB  21  Mar  (Jim  Wilson  et  al.).  An  imm.  was 
noted  at  Masstown,  NS  27  Mar  (Bernard 
Jackson),  and  the  last  migrant  was  at  the 
Canso  Causeway,  NS  3  Apr  (June  Jarvis  et 
al.).  Six  weeks  later  there  were  three  separate 
sightings  of  birds  in  w.  Labrador:  single 
imms.  at  Churchill  Falls  13  May  and 
Wabush  Mines  14  May  (both  BD),  and  an  in¬ 
dividual  reported  somewhere  in  “w. 
Labrador”  15  May  (fide  Gordon  Parsons). 

A  Common  Moorhen  was  a  good  find  at 
Mount  Stewart,  P.E.I.  31  May  (DS),  and  by 
Jun,  it  was  apparent  that  a  pair  was  present; 
the  species  has  yet  to  be  documented  as  a 
nester  in  the  province.  Sandhill  Cranes  were 
again  in  the  news.  Two  visited  French  River, 
PE.I.  21-26  Apr  (Chris  MacKay  et  al.),  and 
perhaps  the  same  2  then  arrived  at  Canso, 
NS  5  May+.  Breeding  in  the  Region  has  yet  to 
be  confirmed.  Newfoundland  enjoyed  a 
modest  flight  of  European  Golden-Plovers 


this  spring,  with  8  s.  of  St.  John’s  between  30 
Apr  and  9  May  (BMt  et  al.)  and  2  at  Cape 
Bonavista  9  May  (Jon  Joy).  A  convincingly 
described  Wilson’s  Plover  was  seen  briefly  at 
Scots  Bay,  NS  7  Apr  (Ami  McKay),  the  11th 


provincial  record.  One  pair  of  Semipalmated 
Plovers  returned  to  breed  on  C.S.I.,  their 
southernmost  breeding  station  in  the  world, 
but  rather  small  numbers  were  noted  in  St. 


Pierre  et  Miquelon  this  year,  where  they  reg¬ 
ularly  breed  (RE).  The  Canadian  breeding 
population  of  American  Oystercatcher  (on 
C.S.I.)  has  doubled  to  two  pairs,  a  long- 
awaited  increase  (one  pair  has  successfully 
fledged  young  in  each  of  the  past  three 
years).  A  Black-necked  Stilt  at  St.  Catherine’s 
Road,  Queen s,  NS  1 1-15  May  (Andy  Dean  et 
al.,  ph.)  was  the  9th  (and  earliest)  provincial 
record.  Spring  Lesser  Yellowlegs  are  very 
rare  in  the  n.  part  of  the  Region,  but 
Etcheberry  saw  and  heard  one  on  St.  Pierre 
30  May.  A  Solitary  Sandpiper  was  seen  and 
photographed  on  St.  Pierre  7  May  (PB);  the 
species  is  rare  anywhere  in  the  Region  in 
spring.  A  flock  of  14  Whimbrels  on  C.S.I.  29 
Apr  was  an  unusual  concentration  for  spring 
(MN),  and  they  were  joined  the  following 
day  by  a  Eurasian  Whimbrel  of  the  nomi¬ 
nate  subspecies,  the  11th  provincial  record. 
Red  Knot,  a  “Species  of  High  Concern,”  is 
increasingly  scarce  in  the  Region  in  spring; 
the  only  reports  this  season  were  of  a  single 
bird  in  Nova  Scotia,  12-14  May  on  C.S.I., 
and  14  in  New  Brunswick  at  Maisonette 
Dune,  Gloucester  4  Jun  (Marcel  David).  One 
in  S.PM.  in  Mar  and  Apr  was  possibly  a  win¬ 
tering  bird,  most  unusual  so  far  north. 
Sanderling  is  also  a  “Species  of  High  Con¬ 
cern,”  and  just  17  were  tallied  on  the 
N.A.M.C.,  well  below  the  nine-year  average 
of  90.  The  only  Ruffs  were  a  male  at  Kil¬ 
bride,  NL  9-15  May  (BMt  et  al.)  and  one  at 
Moncton,  NB  17  May  (Louis-Emile  Cormi¬ 


er).  Bad  weather  29  May  grounded  45  Short¬ 
billed  Dowitchers  at  St.  Leonard,  NB  en 
route  to  cen.  Labrador  (RL);  all  but  2  were 
gone  next  day  after  the  weather  cleared.  Six- 


This  adult  Long-tailed  Jaeger  was  found  inland  on  the  Kedgewick  River,  New  Brunswick  5  (here  6)  May 
2005 — the  fifth  documented  provincial  record  and  the  second  inland  record.  Photograph  by  Roy  LaPointe. 
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The  unusual  spring  weather  caused  several  remarkable  fallouts  of  migrants  1 8-29  May  along  the  approaches  to  the  Bay  of  Fundy.  Brian  Dalzell,  who  lives  on  Grand  Manan,  believes  that 
migrants,  which  normally  cross  the  Gulf  of  Maine  on  a  tail-wind  from  Massachusetts  to  Nova  Scotia  in  a  single  night,  were  held  back  by  the  persistent  easterly  gales  and  eventually  went 
around  the  Gulf  of  Maine  instead,  striking  out  for  Nova  Scotia  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  Mount  Desert  Island  in  Maine.  He  reports: 

"I  can't  seem  to  find  a  common  thread  to  tie  [the  fall-outs]  together.  Suffice  to  say  it  was  an  unusual  event,  perhaps  on  the  scale  of  one  year  in  20.  If  it  had  happened  20  years  ago,  I  suspect 
the  island  of  Grand  Manan  would  have  been  dripping  with  hundreds  of  thousands  of  birds.  As  it  was,  there  were  only  tens  of  thousands  of  birds,  all  on  Machias  Seal  Island  (mostly  between 
0200-0700, 18-20  May),  White  Head  Island  (mid-mornings  on  19-20  May),  Kent  Island  29  May  (1600-1800),  and  the  very  southern  tip  of  Grand  Manan  Island  the  morning  of  29  May.  There 
were  also  reports  of  birds  coming  aboard  lobster  boats  at  sea.  Considering  the  large  numbers  noted  by  Jim  Wilson  on  White  Head  Island  (20  May),  by  Wheelwright  on  Kent  Island  29  May,  by 
Ralph  Eldridge  on  Machias  Seal  Island  (18-20  May),  and  by  Merv  Cormier  at  the  southern  end  of  Grand  Manan  29  May,  I  suspect  many  tens  of  thousands  also  perished  at  sea,  unseen,  which 
may  have  accounted  for  reductions  noted  in  Nova  Scotia  this  spring  of  many  passerine  species.  Doppler  radar  imagery  from  the  mid-late  May  period  of  the  Gulf  of  Maine  and  the  Bay  of  Fundy 
would  certainly  make  a  rewarding  field  of  study  for  a  keen  student." 

Some  notable  New  Brunswick  counts  included  100+  Blackburnian  Warblers  on  Machias  Seal  1. 18  May  (RAE),  and  200+  Swainson's  Thrushes  in  250  m  on  Kent  1. 29  May,  but  the  real  num¬ 
bers  were  tallied  on  19-20  May.  Ralph  Eldridge,  lightkeeper  on  Machias  Seal  I.,  reported  the  following  from  early  in  the  morning  of  19  May,  as  he  watched  birds  migrating  through  the  beam 
of  the  lighthouse.  ''I  just  came  inside,  having  spent  the  past  three  and  a  half  hours  (0300-0530)  watching  a  nice  flight  moving  through.  Warblers  dominated,  but  Lincoln's  Sparrows,  Ovenbirds, 
orioles,  thrushes,  flycatchers,  and  other  species  were  well  represented,  along  with  a  steady  supply  of  resident  Leach's  Storm-Petrels.  [The  passage  of  migrants]  looks  just  like  driving  into  heavy 
snow  with  your  headlights  on  high  beam." 

Jim  and  Jean  Wilson  were  on  White  Head  Island;  they  report  that  "by  about  1130  the  air  was  full  of  birds,  with  tens  of  thousands  present,  warblers,  Alder  and  Least  Flycatchers,  Indigo 
Buntings,  Scarlet  Tanagers,  Baltimore  Orioles,  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks;  they  were  all  in  their  spring  colors,  and  many  were  singing.  All  had  apparently  made  landfall  sometime  during  the  late 
morning  or  early  afternoon  and  were  hungry.  We  paused  a  moment  to  listen  to  the  constant  snapping  of  bird  beaks  above  us,  as  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  warblers  fed  on  the  many  insects 
present.  A  spectacular  migration  day:  the  best  one  we  have  ever  been  privileged  to  witness  here  in  New  Brunswick." The  warblers' order  of  abundance  was:  Northern  Parula,  Black-and-white, 
Magnolia,  and  Yellow-rumped  Warblers,  with  thousands  of  each  present.  The  fallout  also  reached  Nova  Scotia,  though  to  a  lesser  extent.  On  B.P.I.,  banders  netted  160  birds  and  counted  hun¬ 
dreds  per  hour  passing  overhead,  with  Magnolia  Warbler  the  most  common.  Fishermen  on  Seal  I.  reported  one  of  the  heaviest  concentrations  of  songbirds  they  had  ever  seen,  with  many  birds 
lingering  post-fallout,  well  into  Jun. 

5-6  May  (Patrice  Emond  et  al. ,  ph.).  This  is 
the  6th  “unassailable”  (BD)  report  for  the 
province  and  only  the  2nd  inland  (the  first 
inland  was  a  skeleton  found  at  River  Glade 
16  Jun  1942).  There  were  2  each  of  Laugh¬ 
ing  Gulls  (25  Apr,  25  May,  both  in  Nova  Sco¬ 
tia)  and  Mew  (Common)  Gulls,  one  at  New 
Glasgow,  NS  9  Apr  (KM)  and  the  Stratford, 
RET.  bird,  last  noted  23  Mar  (DS).  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gulls  are  now  so  routine  that 
they  are  better  monitored  at  the  provincial 
level,  rather  than  through  this  journal. 

DOVES  THROUGH  STARLING 

A  moribund  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  at  River 
Bourgeois,  NS  1  May  (George  Digout)  was  a 
rare  spring  discovery.  Between  mid-Mar  and 
mid-Apr,  Northern  Hawk  Owls  moved 
southward  from  Quebec  and  nw.  New 
Brunswick  s.  to  the  Northumberland  Strait 
and  throughout  P.E.I.  Among  the  15+  sight¬ 
ings  were  an  unprecedented  5  in  RE.L,  in¬ 
cluding  2  at  Cavendish  23  Mar  (Eric  Mar¬ 
cum)  and  an  injured  female  that  subse¬ 
quently  died  near  Souris,  RE.L  18  Mar  (fide 
DS).  Boreal  Owls  in  Nova  Scotia  again  nest¬ 
ed  successfully  in  Cape  Breton  (in  a  nest 
box),  as  well  as  in  Guysbomugh,  the  latter 
representing  the  species’  first  documented 
Nova  Scotia  mainland  nesting  (Randy 
Lauff).  Another  Boreal  Owl  was  found  dead 
on  a  roadside  9  Apr  near  Union  Corner, 
Prince,  P.E.I.  (Barry  &  Donna  Martin),  fur¬ 
nishing  one  of  very  few  provincial  records. 
Two  Boreal  Owls  were  noted  2-3  Mar  on  St. 
Pierre,  one  of  which  flew  into  a  greenhouse 
and  was  subsequently  released.  An  extralim- 
ital  Chimney  Swift  was  at  St.  Pierre  12  May 
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ty  Wilson’s  Snipe  1  Apr  at  Machias  Seal  I. 
(RAE)  were  notably  early  and  were  also  the 
largest  assemblage  ever  noted  in  New 
Brunswick.  There  were  several  Wilson’s 
Phalarope  sightings  away  from  their  tiny 
breeding  population  in  New  Brunswick:  one 
female  14  May  near  East  Berlin,  Queens,  NS 
(Dorothy  Poole)  and  a  female  at  Kilbride, 
NL  6-11  May  (Ken  Knowles  et  al.).  Strong 
easterly  gales  during  the  last  week  of  May 


steered  Red-necked  Phalaropes  into  the  Bay 
of  Fundy,  with  200+  off  B.I.  28  May  (EM) 
and  1000+  along  the  e.  side  of  G.M.I.  31  May 
(BD,  Laurie  Murison). 

Early-season  Long-tailed  Jaegers  are  un¬ 
expected  but  not  unprecedented  in  the  Re¬ 
gion.  A  well-described  ad.  was  at  Jeddore 
Harbour,  NS  25  Apr  (Doug  Baker),  while  a 
far-inland  ad.  was  a  special  treat  for  New 
Brunswick  birders,  along  the  Kedgewick  R. 


The  arrival  of  this  Redwing  at  Quidi  Vidi  Gut,  St.  John's,  Newfoundland  3  April  2005  coincided 
to  the  day  with  a  large  arrival  of  localized  Icelandic  breeders.  Photograph  by  Bruce  Mactavish. 
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ATLANTIC  PROVINCES  &  ST.  PIERRE  ET  MIQUELON 


(BL).  One  of  the  Red-headed  Woodpeckers 
recorded  at  Canso,  NS  wintered,  and  3  mi¬ 
grants  were  noted  elsewhere  in  the  province 
in  Apr  and  May.  The  great  Red-bellied 
Woodpecker  invasion  fizzled  out  as  spring 
progressed,  though  there  were  scattered 
sightings  in  the  three  maritime  provinces 
through  mid-May;  and  at  least  four  pairs 
were  reported,  with  nesting  anticipated  but 
not  reported. 

Two  Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers  graced  the 
Region  this  spring.  One  at  Louis  Head,  Shel¬ 
burne,  NS  14  May  (Mike  Kennie)  was  the 
province’s  13th,  and  a  more  cooperative  bird 
1-4  May  at  Alberton,  PE.I.  (Garth  Maclssac, 
m.ob.,  ph.)  was  the  province’s  overdue  first 
occurrence.  There  was  an  exceptional  influx 
of  rare  vireos  into  New  Brunswick  late  in  the 
season,  perhaps  a  result  of  the  odd  weather. 
Eight  White-eyed  Vireos  (7  ads.)  and  2  Yel¬ 
low-throated  Vireos  on  G.M.A.  29  May 
(MC)  were  without  precedent,  and  a  lone 
White-eyed  Vireo  was  found  in  the  far  n.  of 
the  province  25-27  May  at  Pointe-Verte, 
Gloucester  (Roger  Guitard). 

There  may  only  be  one  remaining  Purple 
Martin  colony  in  Nova  Scotia,  in  Amherst. 
For  the  2nd  year  in  a  row,  no  martins  re¬ 
turned  to  their  former  Oxford  colony,  which 
as  recently  as  1999  fledged  dozens  of  young. 
Successive  cold  springs  decimated  the  breed¬ 
ing  ads.,  and  there  has  been  no  recovery.  Two 
martins  reached  St.  Pierre  in  the  first  week  of 
May,  where  they  are  very  rare  (RE).  It  may  be 
that  easterly  gales  during  May  are  becoming 
more  frequent  in  this  Region,  with  deleteri¬ 
ous  impacts  on  swallows  (BD).  A  Cliff  Swal¬ 
low  colony  in  G.M.I.  was  reduced  by  two- 
thirds  to  eight  pairs  after  the  sustained  cool, 
wet  weather,  and  anecdotal  reports  elsewhere 
in  the  Region  suggests  that  swallow  popula¬ 
tions  are  suffering.  A  single  Cliff  Swallow 
was  noted  at  North  Lake,  PE.I.  31  May  (Ray 
Cooke);  the  species  is  unexpectedly  rare  in 
that  province.  St.  Pierre  had  its  first-ever  nest 
of  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  this  season  (RE). 
Northern  Wheatears  were  reported  only 
from  Newfoundland,  with  6  between  30  Apr 
and  7  May,  5  of  them  along  the  e.  coast.  A 
feeder- watcher  on  Long  I.,  Digby,  NS  provid¬ 
ed  an  excellent  description  of  a  male  Moun¬ 
tain  Bluebird  that  spent  20  minutes  in  his 
yard  in  mid-Apr  (fide  BMy);  this  is  the  7th 
provincial  record.  An  exceptional  5 
Townsend’s  Solitaires  wintered  in  New 
Brunswick,  4  in  Gloucester  (one  until  15 
Apr)  and  one  in  Annapolis.  A  Redwing  3  Apr 
at  St.  John’s  (BMt  et  al.)  was  thought  to  be  a 
spring  vagrant  rather  than  a  wintering  bird 
(many  arrived  on  Iceland  the  same  day),  as 
was  one  photographed  on  St.  Pierre  10  Apr 
(Denis  Moulin),  the  first  record  for  the  de¬ 
partment.  Brown  Thrashers,  rare  in  spring, 
were  reported  from  White’s  Lake,  NS  3  May 
(BMy)  and  South  Melville,  PE.I.  11  May  (Pe¬ 


ter  Feldstein).  One  was  notably  early  19  Apr 
at  St.  Leonard,  NB  (Charlotte  LaPointe). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A  male  Prothonotary  Warbler  was  seen  on 
B.RI.  3  May  (A.B.O.),  while  one  on  G.M.I. 
17-29  May  (AC,  Roger  LeBlanc,  ph.)  was 
the  longest  staying  ever  for  the  province.  A 
Worm-eating  Warbler  was  banded  on  B.P.I.  6 
May  (A.B.O.).  A  male  Hooded  Warbler  on 
B.I.  1  Apr  was  record  early  in  the  province 


This  male  Western  Tanager  at  Margate,  Prince  Edward 
Island  was  present  only  on  10  May  2005;  it  marked  a  first 
provincial  record.  Photograph  by  Les  Homans. 


by  five  days  (Sean  McDormand).  Two  other 
males  appeared  this  spring,  both  in  G.M.I., 
on  29  (MC)  &  30  May  (Laurie  Murison). 
The  annual  Apr-May  roster  of  tanagers  and 
cardinalids  was  long  this  year,  with  especial¬ 
ly  large  numbers  of  Indigo  Buntings,  though 
the  flight  barely  extended  to  P.E.I.  and  did 
not  cross  the  Cabot  Strait  to  Newfoundland. 
Among  the  colorful  visitors  were  scores  of 
Indigo  Buntings  (100+  in  Nova  Scotia,  50+ 
in  New  Brunswick,  and  3  on  Prince  Edward 
I.),  24  Blue  Grosbeaks  (8  in  New  Brunswick 
and  twice  that  number  in  Nova  Scotia),  7 
Summer  Tanagers  (5  in  Nova  Scotia,  2  in 
New  Brunswick),  61+  Scarlet  Tanagers  (21 
in  Nova  Scotia,  40  in  New  Brunswick),  and 
a  male  Western  Tanager  in  PE.I.  10  May 
(Barb  Gaudet  et  al.,  ph.),  a  provincial  first. 

Five  spring  arrivals  of  Eastern  Towhee 
were  noted  across  mainland  Nova  Scotia  in 
Apr,  an  excellent  spring  total.  The  North  Rus- 
tico,  P.E.I.  Eastern  Towhee  was  last  reported  6 
Mar,  while  the  Port  Williams,  NS  bird  re¬ 
mained  until  at  least  19  Mar.  New  Brunswick 
generated  most  of  the  sparrow  news  this 
spring.  There  were  3  Clay-colored  Sparrows 
in  May,  while  a  Lark  Sparrow,  only  the  4th 


spring  record,  was  reported  at  Machias  Seal  I. 
14  May  (RAE).  Savannah  Sparrows  are  gener¬ 
ally  considered  early  migrants,  but  the  late- 
May  fallouts  included  hundreds  of  Savan¬ 
nahs.  A  researcher  studying  the  species  on 
Kent  I.  started  banding  them,  thinking  they 
were  resident  birds;  he  soon  realized  they 
were  in  passage  and  that  all  were  females, 
which  is  perhaps  to  be  expected.  Neverthe¬ 
less,  this  late  migration  of  large  numbers  of 
females  was  unprecedented  in  his  20+  years 
of  studying  the  species.  A  pair  of  experienced 
birders  from  Massachusetts  provided  con¬ 
vincing  details  of  a  Seaside  Sparrow  at  New 
River  Beach,  Charlotte,  NB  29  May  ( fide  Don 
Gibson),  the  first  ever  in  spring  for  the 
province.  The  New  Brunswick  wintering  Har¬ 
ris’s  Sparrow  was  last  seen  3  Apr,  while  the 
Golden-crowned  Sparrow  continued 
through  4  May.  Several  Dickcissels  in  Canso, 
NS  lingered  into  May,  while  one  in  G.M.I.  28 
May  was  a  good  spring  find  for  the  province, 
and  2  were  found  at  coastal  migrant  traps  in 
Nova  Scotia  in  May.  The  New  Brunswick 
Western  Meadowlark  was  last  seen  10  Apr. 

Rusty  Blackbirds  are  declining  in  s.  parts 
of  the  Region  (only  one  on  St.  Pierre  this 
spring),  and  perhaps  on  the  island  of  New¬ 
foundland  as  well,  so  it  was  slightly  reassur¬ 
ing  to  get  a  report  from  Labrador,  where 
150+  were  tallied  14  May  in  Labrador  City 
(N.A.M.C.).  Orchard  Orioles  were  reported 
only  in  May,  with  2  on  G.M.I.  (BD)  and  13  in 
Nova  Scotia,  all  but  one  in  the  2nd  half  of 
the  month,  including  a  remarkable  5  on  B.I. 
29-31  May  (EM). 

Purple  Finches  were  in  fine  fettle  across 
the  Maritimes,  as  evidenced  by  a  count  of 
2500+  during  a  day  of  birding  the  lower 
Saint  John  R.,  NB  6  Mar  (MC,  Allen 
Gorham).  Three  thousand  were  tallied  on 
the  N.A.M.C.,  the  highest  in  the  10  years  of 
the  count.  Red  Crossbills  were  widespread 
(199  on  the  N.A.M.C.)  and  outnumbered 
the  few  White-winged  Crossbills,  a  reverse 
of  the  situation  in  most  years.  Pine  Siskins 
were  abundant  across  the  mainland  through 
the  season,  with  6000  on  the  N.A.M.C.; 
many  individual  feeders  in  New  Brunswick 
and  Nova  Scotia  hosted  dozens  or  hundreds. 

Contributors:  (subregional  editors  in  bold¬ 
face;  all  are  for  Nova  Scotia  unless  otherwise 
indicated);  Frederic  &  Patricia  Allen-Mahe 
(FPA),  Patrick  Boez,  Alain  Clavette,  Merv 
Cormier,  Brian  Dalzell  (New  Brunswick), 
Ralph  Eldridge  (RAE),  Roger  Etcheberry 
(RE;  St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon),  Ulli  Hoger, 
Laurent  Jackman,  Roy  LaPointe,  Bruno  Le- 
tournel,  Bruce  Mactavish  (BMt,  Newfound¬ 
land),  Blake  Maybank  (BMy),  David  Mc- 
Corquodale,  Ken  McKenna,  Angus  McLean, 
Ian  McLaren,  Eric  Mills,  Susann  Myers, 
Murray  Newell,  David  Seeler  (Prince  Ed¬ 
ward  L),  Hans  Toomjim  Wilson.  O 
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Migration  appeared  much  less  spec¬ 
tacular  compared  to  spring  2004, 
although  there  was  a  notable  fall¬ 
out  on  12  May,  mainly  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  Region.  Sustained  easterly  winds  and 
cool  temperatures  in  the  second  half  of  May, 
associated  with  a  stationary  low-pressure 


system  in  New  England,  were  responsible 
for  a  late  arrival  of  the  bulk  of  Neotropical 
migrants.  As  soon  as  the  weather  improved 
in  late  May,  migrants  rapidly  moved  through 
the  area,  almost  undetected.  Looking  at  the 
weather  for  the  whole  season,  temperatures 
were  near  normal  in  the  St.  Lawrence  valley 
but  increasingly  warmer  than  average  farther 
north,  with  temperatures  3°  C  above  normal 
in  the  Ungava  Peninsula.  Precipitation  levels 
were  normal  in  the  St.  Lawrence  valley  but 
below  normal  in  central  Quebec. 

We  are  very  happy  to  welcome  Olivier 
Barden  as  one  of  the  editors  for  the  Quebec 
Region.  Olivier  has  been  hooked  on  birding 
since  childhood,  and  now  just  short  of  20 
years  old,  he  has  already  gained  a  solid 
knowledge  of  Quebec  birds.  We  hope  his  as¬ 
sociation  with  our  team  will  last  long. 

GANNET  THROUGH  EAGLES 

An  ad.  Northern  Gannet  at  Saint-Louis-de- 
Gonzague  31  May  was  exceptional  for  ex¬ 
treme  sw.  Quebec  (ph.  JM.  Legris).  Very 
much  the  same  can  be  said  for  a  flock  of  10 
Great  Cormorants  seen  in  flight  at  nearby 
Saint-Stanislas-de-Kostka  15  Apr  (BB,  MM). 
The  Magdalen  Is.  hosted  our  only  ardeids 
from  the  s.,  with  a  Snowy  Egret  at  La  Mar¬ 
tinique  28  May+  (L  Shaffer)  and  an  imm. 
Little  Blue  Heron  at  Grosse-ile  1-30  May 
(DGG).  A  single  Glossy  Ibis  showed  up  at 
Sainte-Angele-de-Laval  19-21  May  (L. 
Chiricota,  m.ob.).  Still  rare  in  the  Region, 
single  Black  Vultures  turned  up  at  Saint- 
Bernard-de-Lacolle  18  Apr  (G.  Pauze,  M. 
Lebel)  and  at  La  Pocatiere  30  Apr  (C. 
Auchu,  C.  Girard).  A  concentration  of  48 
Turkey  Vultures  at  Otterburn  Park  12  Apr 
was  noteworthy  (M.  Larramee,  C.  Cote). 

As  usual,  several  Greater  White-fronted 
Geese  were  detected  among  goose  flocks, 
but  a  gathering  of  9  individuals  at  Baie-du- 
Lebvre  10  Apr  was  quite  a  surprise  (M. 
Bourrassa,  J.  Gelinas).  A  Barnacle  Goose  at 
Baie-du-Lebvre  6-9  Apr  was  accompanied 
by  a  presumed  Canada  Goose  x  Barnacle 
Goose  hybrid  (R.  &  L  Dion,  JL  Rousseau, 
m.ob.).  Another  Barnacle  Goose  was  found 
at  Saint-Stanislas-de-Kostka  9  Apr  (BB, 
MM).  The  previously  noted  Mute  Swan  at 
Lacolle  continued  through  5  Apr,  while  the 
Boucherville  bird  was  last  spotted  18  Apr. 
Another  appeared  at  Saint-Etienne-de- 
Beauhamois  25  May+  (L  Hilton,  A.  Quen- 
neville).  A  first-year  swan  discovered  at 
Rouyn-Noranda  14  Apr-i-  was  later  identified 
as  a  Trumpeter  Swan  from  photographs  (J. 
Lapointe,  ph.  C.  Robichaud).  The  most  no¬ 
table  sighting  of  Tundra  Swan  involved  a 
flock  of  about  20  birds  seen  flying  north¬ 
ward  over  Iberville  30  Apr  (M.  Gauthier). 
Only  2  Canvasbacks  were  encountered,  one 
at  Verdun  13  Mar  (DD)  and  one  at  Saint- 
Jean-sur  Richelieu  14  Mar  (L  Boulet). 

The  dark  ad.  calurus  Red-tailed  Hawk  that 


400 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


This  first-year  swan  discovered  at  Rouyn-Noranda,  Quebec 
14  April  (here  25  June)  2005  was  identified  as  a  Trumpeter 
Swan  by  Jean  Lapointe  later  in  the  summer,  thanks  to  this 
photograph.  This  bird  provided  the  fifth  modern  record  of 
the  species  for  the  province.  Photograph  by  Claire  Robichaud. 

wintered  at  Gatineau  for  the  2nd  consecu¬ 
tive  year  was  last  seen  17  Apr  (C.  Gratton  et 
al.) ,  while  another  dark  bird  of  this  sub¬ 
species  was  noted  in  flight  over  Lery  6  May 
(PB).  A  seasonal  count  of  80  Golden  Eagles 
was  reached  at  the  Saint-Stanislas-de-Kostka 
hawkwatch,  a  new  high  for  this  site  (BB, 
MM). 


CRANES  THROUGH  CUCKOOS 

Sandhill  Cranes  were  well  in  evidence 
through  the  spring,  but  the  star  of  the  season 
was  a  Whooping  Crane  photographed  in 
flight  at  Maple  Grove  3  May,  providing  the 
first  fully  documented  record  for  the  Region 
(PB);  probably  the  same  bird  was  seen  flying 
over  the  Mount  Royal,  Montreal  23  May  (E. 
Samson).  This  bird  most  probably 
originated  from  the  new  Wisconsin 
breeding  area  and  was  also  probably 
one  of  a  group  of  3  located  in  e.  On¬ 
tario  earlier  in  spring  and  the  same 
that  showed  up  in  Vermont  later 
in  Jun. 

A  Willet  of  the  w.  race  provided  a 
Regional  record-early  date  at  Beau- 
port  29  Apr  (M.  Raymond).  The 
only  Marbled  Godwit  of  the  season 
was  detected  at  Saint-Barthelemy  13 
May  (P.  Franche,  A.  Gosselin  et  al.). 

A  record-high  count  of  400  Purple 
Sandpipers  at  Tadoussac  27  May 
was  outstanding  (RP).  Always  rare 
in  spring,  a  Stilt  Sandpiper  stopped  at  Pabos 
17  May  (PP  et  al.).  Single  Ruffs  visited  Saint- 
Colomban  29  Apr-3  May  (N.  Taillon,  m.ob.) 
and  Saint-Barthelemy  12-14  May  (L. 
Simard,  m.ob.). 

Three  Parasitic  Jaegers  at  Sainte-Petronille 
(GL  et  al.)  and  5  at  Saint- Vallier  23  May 
(CN)  were  rare  occurrences  for  the  Quebec 
City  area.  Rare  gulls  included  a  second-  win¬ 
ter  Laughing  Gull  at  La  Malbaie  31  May 
(AC),  a  very  early  ad.  Black-headed  Gull  at 
Chandler  27  Mar  (PP  et  al.),  and  an  ad.  Cal¬ 


ifornia  Gull  at  Gatineau  30  Mar-2  Apr  (GS, 
C.  Rimmer).  The  sustained  easterly  wind 
late  in  May  resulted  in  many  Arctic  Terns  be¬ 
ing  shifted  inland,  e.g.,  300  at  Sainte-Petron¬ 
ille  22  May  (GL  et  al.),  28  at  Metabetchouan 
23  May  (S.  Boivin),  16  at  Reservoir  Beaudet, 
Victoriaville  23-24  May  (DG  et  al.),  9  at 
Princeville  23  May  (DG  et  al),  7  at  LaSalle 
25  May  (L  Grenon  et  al.),  and  12  at  Sainte- 
Catherine  28  May  (PB).  A  well-described  ad. 
Thick-billed  Murre  was  way  out  of  range  at 
Saint-Irenee  28  May  (AC  et  al.).  Single  Yel¬ 
low-billed  Cuckoos  at  lie  Sainte-Marguerite, 
Boucherville  12  May  (Y.  Gauthier)  and  at 
Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue  31  May-1  Jun  (M. 
Gahbauer)  were  worthy  of  mention. 

OWLS  THROUGH  THRUSHES 

Northern  Hawk  Owl  numbers  swelled  after 
a  surprisingly  silent  winter  provincewide, 
considering  the  massive  influx  in  Great  Gray 
and  Boreal  Owls.  The  Lower  North  Shore 
was  particularly  affected  by  this  unusual  in¬ 
vasion,  with  80+  hawk  owls  counted  be¬ 
tween  Port-Cartier  and  Mingan  in  the  2nd 
half  of  Mar  (YR,  CB).  Six  individuals  present 
at  Rimouski  1  Apr  represented  a  record  high 
for  the  Lower  St.  Lawrence  (L.  Messely  et 
al.).  The  bulk  of  Great  Gray  Owls  apparent¬ 
ly  did  not  retreat  until  the  last  days  of  Mar, 
as  evidenced  by  51  individuals  still  at  Ile- 
aux-Coudres  20  Mar  (JP.  Ouellet,  M. 
Lafleur),  but  many  individuals  were  easily 
observable  until  at  least  late  May,  especially 
in  the  Lower  St.  Lawrence.  At  least  6  were 
found  in  the  Gaspe  Pen.  this  spring,  where 
only  two  previous  records  were  known  ( fide 


Table  1.  Reports  of  Townsend's  Solitaires  in  Quebec,  spring  2005 


Location 

Date 

Observer 

Alma 

8  Jan-10  Apr 

G.  Scullion,  M.  Bourgeois  etal. 

Beauport 

12  Feb-2  Apr 

JM.  Giroux 

Val-David 

5  Mar 

B.  Roy 

Tadoussac 

10  Mar 

RP 

Mont-Joli 

24  Mar 

G.  Fortin 

Laval-Ouest 

1  Apr 

GL 

Maniwaki 

2  Apr 

S.  Lefebvre,  N.  Oallaire 

Saint-Augustin-de-Desmaures 

2  Apr 

P.  Otis,  F.  Lachance 

Montmagny 

10  Apr 

Y.  Bernier,  L.  Lamontagne 

Saint-Jean-des-Piles 

19  Apr 

Y.  Leduc 

PP).  Boreal  Owls  seemed  uniformly  scat¬ 
tered  across  s.  Quebec,  with  many  reports 
sadly — but  not  surprisingly — pertaining  to 
injured  or  dead  individuals.  A  census  that 
took  place  between  22  Apr  and  15  May  in 
the  Rouyn-Noranda,  Abitibi  area  turned  up 
53  Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  (A.  Gasse,  R. 
Deschenes,J.  Gagnon,  L  Laliberte). 

A  figure  of  1000+  Chimney  Swifts  at 
Gatineau  23  May  was  encouraging  for  this 
declining  species  (J.  Dubois,  L  Bedard). 
Once  more  frequent  in  the  Region  than  its 


Red-bellied  cousin.  Red-headed  Woodpeck¬ 
er  was  represented  by  a  single  individual  at 
Saint-Alphonse-de-Granby  16  May  (J. 
Levesque).  Following  an  unprecedented  in¬ 
vasion  starting  in  late  Oct  2004,  Red-bellied 
Woodpecker  numbers  remained  strong  early 
in  the  season  and  gradually  plummeted, 
leaving  us  once  more  with  no  known  signs 
of  breeding.  One  individual  not  known  to 
have  wintered  in  the  area  was  sighted  at  Ta¬ 
doussac  19  May  (RP). 

Two  Eastern  Phoebes  in  mid-Apr  in  the 
Magdalen  Is.  represented  the  4th  and  5th 
records  for  the  archipelago  (fide  DGG).  An 
extremely  early  Great  Crested  Flycatcher 
was  documented  in  Gatineau  Park  9  Apr, 
providing  a  record-early  date  for  the  Region 
0-  Lavallee).  A  White-eyed  Vireo  made  an 
appearance  at  Summit  Park,  Montreal  11 
May  (R.  &  G.  Boulet).  Overshooting  Blue- 
gray  Gnatcatchers  are  seen  almost  every 
spring  but  rarely  stay  for  more  than  a  few 
hours;  among  the  3  noted  in  the  Quebec 
City  area,  one  cooperative  female  at  Neuville 
was  present  12-26  May  (CN,  m.ob.).  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  2  overwintering  Townsends  Soli¬ 
taires  recorded  into  Apr,  3  new  individuals 
were  found  in  Mar  and  5  more  in  Apr  (most¬ 
ly  one-day  wonders),  bringing  the  total 
number  of  this  highly  dispersive  bird  in  win¬ 
ter  to  a  staggering  18  across  the  Region  since 
last  fall  (Table  1).  The  Varied  Thrush  present 
last  winter  at  Laval  continued  at  least  until 
17  Mar  (GL),  whereas  another  was  discov¬ 
ered  at  Aylmer  2  Apr  (GS). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

At  least  3  male  Blue-winged  War¬ 
blers,  2  of  which  were  seen  trans¬ 
porting  food,  were  reported  in  May 
at  Lac-Brome,  where  the  species 
nested  in  the  past  two  years  ( fide 
JPS).  A  male  Lawrence’s  Warbler 
was  found  17  May+  at  the  same  lo¬ 
cation  (L.  Brown)  as  last  year  (G. 
Poirier),  and  a  female  Brewsters 
Warbler  was  also  reported  from  the 
same  municipality  11  May  (fide 
JPS).  Single  Brewster’s  Warblers 
were  also  seen  at  Frelighsburg  13 
May  (JG.  Papineau)  and  Fitch  Bay 
18-19  May  (S.  Rioux,  A.  Cyr  et  al.). 
No  fewer  than  3  Prairie  Warblers 
were  detected  in  Montreal  this  season:  a  fe¬ 
male  in  the  Mount-Royal  Cemetery  14  May 
(E.  Milot),  a  male  in  the  Mount- Royal  Park 
17-18  May  (SD,  DD),  and  a  female  in  the 
Montreal  Botanical  Gardens  28  May  (M. 
Bridger).  A  surprisingly  early  Yellow- 
rumped  Warbler  appeared  at  Riviere-Saint- 
Jean,  Lower  North  Shore  28  Mar  (CB,  YR). 
Pine  Warblers  to  the  n.  and  e.  of  their  breed¬ 
ing  range  are  less  frequent  in  spring  than  in 
fall/winter;  a  female  frequented  a  feeder  at 
Pabos  Mills  12-13  May  (JM-  Smith,  m.ob.), 
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This  Whooping  Crane,  the  first  documented  in  Quebec 
region,  was  identified  3  May  2005  from  a  car  as  it  flew  over 
Maple  Grove,  a  small  municipality  west  of  Montreal.  The 
observer  just  had  enough  time  to  stop  the  car  and  take  a 
few  photographs.  Photograph  by  Pierre  Bannon. 

while  a  male  was  sighted  at  Jonquiere  13 
May  (C.  Samson,  D.  Cote).  A  Louisiana  Wa- 
terthrush  at  the  Gatineau  Park  in  May  occu¬ 
pied  the  same  site  as  last  year  (C.  Savignac). 
The  strong  passerine  migration  of  29  May 
produced  a  vagrant  Kentucky  Warbler  at 
Saint-Georges-de-Beauce  (R  Rodrigue,  N. 
John). 

Vagrant  Piranga  tanagers  were  represent¬ 


ed  by  a  second-year  male  Summer  Tanager 
pausing  at  Grande-Riviere  7-9  May  (fide  D. 
Mercier)  and  a  Western  Tanager,  also  a  pre¬ 
sumed  imm.  male,  frequenting  a  feeder  at 
Sainte-Petronille  18-23  May  (R.  Berube, 
m.ob.).  A  male  Eastern  Towhee  at  Montbeil- 
lard,  Abitibi  14-15  May  was  far  n.  of  this 
species’  typical  range  (C.  Champagne). 
Away  from  the  usual  sites  in  Temiscamingue , 
single  Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  reported 
from  at  least  five  different  localities  across 
the  Region.  A  Swamp  Sparrow  in  the 
Philipsburg  sanctuary  6  Mar  was  probably  a 
wintering  bird  (A.  Labelle,  F.  Riou).  The 
Lower  St.  Lawrence  recorded  a  Blue  Gros¬ 
beak  for  the  2nd  spring  in  a  row,  with  one  at 
Lac-des-Aigles  20  May  ( fide  G.  Rivard).  A 
male  Painted  Bunting  that  brightened  feed¬ 
ers  at  Saint-Alexis-de-Matapedia  11-13  May 
was  a  first  for  the  Gaspe  Pen.  and  a  9th  Re¬ 
gional  record  (L.  Dube  et  al.).  The  Region’s 
only  Dickcissel  this  spring  was  at  Levis  17 
May  (G.  Drapeau).  A  House  Finch  at  Sainte- 
Therese-de-Gaspe  3  May  was  well  e.  of  its 


ever-expanding  range  (M.  Larrivee). 

Exotics:  a  subad.  Harris’s  Hawk,  certainly  an 
escapee,  was  nicely  photographed  sitting  on 
a  lawn  at  Angers  27  Apr  (E.  Cote). 

Corrigendum:  the  Sandhill  Crane  reported 
at  Arundel  20  Nov  2004  (N.A.B.  59:  39) 
should  not  be  considered  our  latest  Region¬ 
al  record:  one  was  recorded  at  Les  Cedres  5 
Dec  2001. 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold¬ 
face):  R  Bannon  (Montreal),  B.  Barnhurst,  C. 
Buidin,  A.  Cote,  D.  Demers,  R.  Fortin  (Lower- 
St.  Lawrence),  D.  Gagne,  DG.  Gaudet  (Mag¬ 
dalen  Is.),  B.  Hamel  (Brome-Missisquoi),  L. 
Imbeau  (Abitibi),  G.  Lachaine,  J.  Lachance 
(Quebec  City),  G.  Lord,  M.  Macintosh,  C. 
Nadeau,  R.  Pintiaux,  P  Poulin  (Gaspesie),  Y. 
Rochepault,  C.  Roy  (Bois-Francs),  R.  Saint- 
Laurent  (Lower-St.  Lawrence),  JP  Santerre,  G. 
Savard  (Saguenay-Lac-Saint-Jean),  G.  Seutin, 
D.  Toussaint  (Outaouais).  O 
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Simon  Perkins 

Massachusetts  Audubon  Society 
Lincoln,  Massachusetts 
(sperkins@massaudubon.org) 

From  a  birder’s  standpoint,  the  2005 
spring  season  was  nothing  short  of 
spectacular.  However,  from  the  birds’ 
perspectives — especially  certain  species  of 
seabirds,  colonial  waterbirds,  and  insecti- 
vores — it  was  a  nightmare.  In  a  nutshell,  the 
season  was  cool  and  stormy. 

The  single  most  influential  weather  event 
was  a  remarkable  series  of  back-to-back-to- 
back,  slow-moving  (at  times,  stationary) 
nor’easters  that  produced  persistent  northeast¬ 
erly  gales  for  roughly  a  week  in  late  May.  What 
made  this  event  especially  exciting  for  birders 
but  very  taxing  for  birds  was  the  late  date.  Be¬ 
cause  it  coincided  with  the  peak  of  migration 
for  various  pelagic  species,  many  seabirds,  es¬ 
pecially  phalaropes  and  Arctic  Terns, 
“wrecked”  along  most  east-facing  shores.  And, 
because  of  the  persistence  of  the  cold,  wet 
weather  associated  with  the  storms,  locally 
nesting  birds  were  impacted.  The  storms  also 
delayed  many  migrating  passerines. 

Rarities  abounded,  the  rarest  being  a 
large,  dark  unidentified  swift,  the  Region’s 
first  Clark’s  Grebe,  a  Yellow-nosed  Albatross, 
a  Dark-bellied  Brant,  and  a  Fork-tailed  Fly¬ 
catcher,  the  latter  especially  rare  in  spring. 
Other  notables  included  multiple  Swallow¬ 
tailed  and  Mississippi  Kites,  White-faced 
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r  A  Typically,  by  late  May,  the  climatological  conditions  that  contribute  to  the  formation  of  nor'easters  have  given  way  to  a  more  stable,  summer-like  pattern.  Certain  migrating  seabirds  are 
J  M  therefore  usually  spared  heavy  weather  and  pass  offshore  undetected.  Not  this  year.  Between  20  and  27  May,  a  series  of  storms  produced  a  seabird  wreck  in  Massachusetts  the  likes  of 
which  had  not  been  seen  in  the  Region  in  spring  for  nearly  30  years.  The  last  big  late-May  nor'easter  passed  in  1977,  a  storm  that  had  similar  effects  on  migrant  seabirds.  Typically,  First  En¬ 
counter  Beach  in  Eastham,  Massachusetts  produces  the  avian  jackpot  during  the  passage  of  nor'easters,  but  in  May  2005,  many  of  the  birds  seemed  to  miss  the  Outer  Cape,  for  reasons  that  are 
not  clear.  As  expected,  the  numbers  of  birds  seen  in  New  Hampshire  were  much  lower  than  those  seen  in  the  Bay  State,  and  reporters  in  Maine,  Rhode  Island,  and  Connecticut  made  no  men¬ 
tion  of  storm-blown  seabirds,  though  Long  Island  and  New  Jersey  also  witnessed  this  wreck  on  a  smaller  scale  as  did  n.  Nova  Scotia. 

Seabirds  most  affected  were  phalaropes  and  Arctic  Terns,  birds  whose  usual  northbound  migration  route  lies  far  to  the  east  of  our  coastlines.  Among  the  rarest  of  the  storm-blown  seabirds 
were  at  least  5  Long-tailed  Jaegers  and  2  Sabine's  Gulls,  two  other  species  that  also  typically  pass  far  offshore  in  spring.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  storm-petrels,  tubenoses  were  essentially 
non-existent  in  the  flight. 

We  will  never  know  even  approximately  how  many  phalaropes  were  observed  along  the  Massachusetts  coast.  Suffice  to  say  that,  during  the  peak  of  the  storms' activity,  virtually  every  east¬ 
facing  harbor  and  cove  between  the  New  Hampshire  border  and  Cape  Cod  contained  small  to  medium-sized  flocks,  certainly  totaling  many  1000s  of  individuals;  it  was  the  largest  phalarope 
wreck  on  record  in  spring.  A  few  selected  counts  of  seabirds  seen  from  shore  during  the  peak  of  the  storms  24-27  May  are  summarized  in  Table  1. 

East-facing  or  not,  most  low-lying  beaches  were  completely  inundated  by  storm  tides,  including  many  Massachusetts  sites  that  support  nesting  terns  and  plovers.  As  a  result,  the  beach- 
nesters  suffered  nearly  complete  nesting  failure.  However,  because  these  species  are  adapted  to  such  events,  and  because  the  storm  came  early  in  the  breeding  season,  many  of  the  birds  re¬ 
nested  immediately  afterwards.  Herons,  egrets,  and  ibises  probably  suffered  high  losses;  in  Massachusetts,  these  species  nest  on  relatively  exposed  coastal  islands.  However,  this  supposition 
was  not  confirmed  because  most  colonies  were  not  visited  in  the  storms' aftermath. 

Insectivores  also  suffered  in  the  storms,  especially  Eastern  Bluebirds,  Purple  Martins,  and  Tree  Swallows.  What  made  matters  worse  for  these  species  was  that,  in  addition  to  the  loss  of  eggs 
and  young,  adults  also  died  in  numbers.  Purple  Martins  suffered  particularly  high  mortality  except  where  people  intervened.  All  26  adults  in  a  colony  in  Smithfield,  Rl  succumbed  and  were 
found  dead  either  in  their  boxes  or  on  the  ground  nearby  ( fide  RF).  However,  in  Lakeville,  Massachusetts,  a  colony  manager  kept  nest  gourds  warm  with  heat  lamps,  and  when  failing  adults 
were  found  on  the  ground,  they  were  brought  inside,  warmed,  fed,  and  released.  As  the  foul  weather  wore  on,  some  birds  curtailed  their  nesting  efforts,  fending  for  themselves  instead.  A  swarm 
of  swallows  in  Exeter,  NH  21  May  (PH)  included  1500  Tree,  500  Bank,  and  a  staggering  500  (mostly  migrant?)  Cliff  Swallows,  plus  500  Chimney  Swifts. 

Table  1 .  Notable  from-shore  counts  of  seabirds  from  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts,  24-27  May  2005. 


Location  Code 

NH 

NH 

NH 

PI 

AP 

AP 

GL 

GL 

S 

SN 

CB 

CB 

CB 

CB 

FE 

FE 

NS 

T 

Species/Date 

5/25 

5/26 

5/27 

5/26 

5/24 

5/25 

5/25 

5/27 

5/26 

5/25 

5/24 

5/25 

5/26 

5/27 

5/26 

5/27 

5/25 

5/26 

Red-throated  Loon 

10 

35 

Nothern  Fulmar 

3 

Sooty  Shearwater 

3 

23 

Manx  Shearwater 

13 

2 

4 

Wilson's  Storm-Petrel 

22 

30 

204 

120 

293 

Leach's  Storm-Petrel 

627 

Northern  Gannet 

400 

1106 

1320 

Red  Phalarope 

24 

0 

25+ 

83 

37 

408 

60 

12 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

155 

0 

300+ 

2420 

310 

2024 

160 

17 

Pomarine  Jaeger 

1 

Long-tailed  Jaeger 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

2 

11 

6 

27 

6 

Black-legged  Kittiwake 

83 

14+ 

30 

Sabine's  Gull 

1 

1 

Arctic  Tern 

350 

400+ 

57+ 

73 

2 

3 

Common/Arctic  Tern 

113 

450+ 

150 

1440 

320 

800 

Black  Tern 

8 

Common  Murre 

7 

1 

KEY  TO  LOCATIONS 

NH  =  New  Hampshire  coast  (B.  Griffith,  S.  Mirick,  J.  Smith) 

PI  =  Plum  I.  (T.Wetmore) 

AP  =  Andrew's  Pt.,  Rockport  (R.  Heil) 

Boldfaced  numbers  indicate  seasonal  maxima  in  the  Region. 

Ibis,  California  Gulls,  Great  Gray  Owls,  and 
Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers.  And  at  long  last, 
this  Region  has  now  has  its  first  record  of 
Eurasian  Collared-Dove! 

Abbreviations:  Monhegan  (Monhegan  I., 
Lincoln,  ME);  Plum  I.  (including  Parker  Riv¬ 
er  N.W.R.,  Newburyport/Newbury/Rowley/ 
Ipswich,  Essex,  MA);  S.B.  (South  Beach, 


GL  =  Gloucester  (R.  Heil,  C.  Leahy) 

S  =  Sandwich,  east  end  of  Cape  Cod  Canal  (I.  Nisbet) 
SN  =  Sand  Neck,  Barnstable  (W.  Petersen  et  al.) 

CB  =  Corporation  Beach,  Dennis  (P.  Flood,  B.  Nikula) 


Chatham,  MA);  Tuckernuck  (Tuckernuck  I., 
Nantucket,  MA). 

LOONS  THROUGH  VULTURES 

A  Pacific  Loon  was  at  Owls  Head,  ME  6-13 
Mar  O-  Wells,  ph.  DR),  and  up  to  2  Pacifies 
were  ensconced  through  at  least  10  Apr  at 
Race  Pt.,  Provincetown,  MA  (PF),  a  site  that 
has  become  the  most  reliable  spot  in  New 


FE  =  First  Encounter  Beach,  Eastham  (C.  Goodrich,  B.  Nikula) 
NS  =  Nantucket  Sound  ferry  (R.  R.  Veit) 

T = Tuckernuck  I.  (R.  R.Veit) 


England  for  this  species.  An  Eared  Grebe  in 
breeding  plumage  was  present  in  Rogue 
Bluffs,  ME  9-12  Apr  (J-  Markowsky  et  al.), 
and  the  Eared  Grebe  in  Gloucester,  in  its  10th 
consecutive  winter  there,  remained  through  8 
Apr  (B.O.).  A  well-documented  Clark’s 
Grebe  at  Owls  Head,  ME  2-22  Mar  (KG,  ph. 
DL,  P.  Vickery  et  al.)  represented  the  first 
record  for  the  Region  and  only  the  3rd  for  the 
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This  Clark's  Grebe  at  Owl's  Head  State  Park, 

Maine  was  a  state  first  and  just  the  third  for 
the  East  Coast.  Photograph  by  Derek  Lovitch. 

Eastern  Seaboard  (the  other  records  are  from 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina). 

There  was  much  Regional  discussion  of 
ardeids  this  season,  particularly  on  the  In¬ 
ternet.  An  enigmatic  egret  that  appeared  at 
Nantucket  29-31  May  (ph.  RRV)  possessed 
two  very  long,  narrow,  Little  Egret-like 
nape  plumes,  but  those  feathers  emerged 
from  a  shaggy,  Snowy  Egret-like 
crest.  These  confusing  egrets  have 
popped  up  before  in  the  Region. 
Individuals  fitting  this  description 
were  carefully  studied  at  Ham- 
monasset  Beach  State  Park,  Madi¬ 
son,  CT  in  the  springs  of  1995  and 
1996,  another  was  in  Norwalk,  CT 
in  spring  1995,  and  yet  another 
was  found  in  New  Hampshire  in 
Apr  1997.  The  first  of  these  mys¬ 
tery  egrets,  in  Hampton  Falls,  NH 
29  Apr  1990,  was  reported  by  S. 

Perkins  as  the  first  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  (and  2nd  U.  S.)  record  of  Lit¬ 
tle  Egret  (ph.  American  Birds  44: 

379).  However,  it  is  possible  that 
some  or  all  of  these  egrets  have 
been  hybrids,  in  which  case  the 
status  of  the  latter  record  may  need  to  be 
reevaluated.  A  Green  Heron  at  Nantucket  9 
Apr  (N.  Slavitz)  was  rather  early,  and  the 
only  Little  Blue  Heron  reported  inland  was 
in  Amherst,  MA  15  May  (J.  Merriam).  Each 
year,  the  few  scattered  reports  of  Yellow- 
crowned  Night-Herons  do  little  to  elucidate 
their  status  here  at  the  n.  limit  of  their 
breeding  range.  They  are  known  to  breed 
annually  in  Connecticut,  where  they  re¬ 
cently  established  a  new  easterly  outpost  in 
Stonington  ( fide  GH),  and  they  probably 
also  breed  annually  in  Rhode  I.,  at  least  at 
Block  I.  North  of  Rhode  Island,  their  status 
as  breeders  in  unclear.  Their  habit  of  ap¬ 
pearing  inland  during  the  breeding  season 
is  perplexing,  as  they  are  not  known  to  nest 
anywhere  away  from  the  immediate  coast 
within  New  England.  Two  of  the  5  individ¬ 
uals  reported  from  Massachusetts  this 
spring  were  inland:  in  N.  Andover  16  May+ 
(P  Brown  et  al.)  and  Southborough  11  May 


(L.  Taylor).  What  was  an  ad.  Yellow- 
crowned  doing  in  the  Gulf  of  Maine  at 
Monhegan  at  the  end  of  May  (LB)? 

White-faced  Ibis  may  have  begun  a  pat¬ 
tern  of  spring  appearances  like  that  seen 
from  New  Jersey  to  Virginia  in  recent  years. 
Two  different  individuals  appeared  in  Essex, 
MA:  the  first  was  at  Plum  I.  24-28  Apr  (D. 
Noble  et  al.,  ph.);  the  other  was  seen  initial¬ 
ly  nearby  in  Newbury  8  May  (P.  &  E  Vale  et 
al.,  ph.)  but  was  also  noted  in  Essex,  Ip¬ 
swich,  and  finally  Rowley,  where  last  report¬ 
ed  28  May  (E  Bouchard).  The  birds  were  dis¬ 
tinguished  by  an  obvious  difference  in  bill 
length.  Another  report  in  Jamestown,  R1  2-3 
May  0-  Magill,  P.  Capobianco,  ph.),  probably 
a  3rd  individual,  represented  the  3rd  record 
for  the  Ocean  State.  An  American  White 
Pelican  made  a  brief  showing  in  Winthrop, 
MA  31  May  (J.  Pike,  fide  S.  Zendeh). 

A  maximum  of  31  Black  Vultures  in 
Sheffield,  MA  28  Apr  (B.O.)  represented  a 
new  state  high  count,  but  in  light  of  the  cur¬ 
rent  trend,  such  counts  may  soon  be  as  rou¬ 


tine  in  the  Bay  State  as  they  have  become  in 
Connecticut.  A  Turkey  Vulture  found  nest¬ 
ing  in  a  shed  on  Nantucket  (EFA)  estab¬ 
lished  a  first  breeding  record  for  that  island 
15  years  after  the  discovery  of  the  first  (and 
still  only)  breeding  record  for  the  neighbor¬ 
ing  island  of  Marthas  Vineyard  (1990). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

A  single  Greater  White-fronted  Goose  spent 
four  days  in  Hatfield  and  Whatley,  MA 
27-30  Mar  (TG),  and  5  were  seen  during 
the  season  in  Connecticut  (fide  GH).  A 
Dark-bellied  Brant  at  Tuckernuck  1 
Mar- 14  Apr  (RRV)  may  have  wintered  lo¬ 
cally;  this  nominate  subspecies  from  Eu¬ 
rope  has  been  reported  just  once  before  in 
Massachusetts,  but  it  may  be  that  greater 
observer  awareness  of  Brant  identification 
has  led  to  these  recent  reports.  A  Barnacle 
Goose  and  an  apparent  Canada  Goose  x 
Barnacle  Goose  hybrid  were  in  Bolton,  MA 


29-31  Mar  (B.  Kamp,  ML  et  al.).  Possibly 
the  same  birds  were  seen  in  Quebec  at  Baie- 
du-Fabvre  6  Apr  (fide  DAS).  The  only  Tun¬ 
dra  Swan  in  the  Region  was  noted  in  Great 
Barrington,  MA  20  Mar  (K.  Reed).  For  the 
2nd  consecutive  year,  3Q+  Northern  Shovel- 
ers  were  found  at  one  of  the  two  known 
Maine  nesting  localities,  at  L.  Josephine, 
Easton  in  mid-Apr  (BS);  at  the  other  Maine 
breeding  locality,  Stratton  I.,  Saco,  a  pair  of 
shovelers  was  nesting  by  5  May  (fide  DL). 

Far  from  either  of  these  two  sites,  2  in  Her- 
mon,  ME  27  May  (B.  Barker)  may  have 
been  prospecting.  A  season  total  of  11 
Eurasian  Wigeons  included  a  fairly  late 
drake  in  Rhode  Island  at  South  Kingston  4 
May  (fide  RF).  Common  (Eurasian  Green¬ 
winged)  Teal  continued  to  make  a  strong 
showing,  with  2  each  in  Massachusetts  and 
Connecticut,  and  one  each  in  Rhode  Island 
and  Maine.  A  tally  of  13,200  Greater  Scaup 
in  upper  Narragansett  Bay,  RI  13  Mar  (RF) 
represented  the  highest  Regional  count  for 
that  species  in  30  years.  The  “odd  duck”  of 
the  season  was  a  male  Aythya  in 
Damariscotta  Mills,  ME  7  Mar  (J. 
Adams  et  al.,  ph.  DR)  that  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  a  Ring-necked  Duck 
x  scaup  hybrid.  This  year’s  only 
Tufted  Duck,  a  drake,  was  on  L. 
Champlain,  Colchester,  VT  31 
Mar-12  Apr  (TGM  et  al.).  A  cen¬ 
sus  of  Harlequin  Ducks  around 
Vinalhaven  and  Isle  au  Haut,  ME 
17  Mar  (KG  et  al.)  produced  925 
birds.  Regular,  systematic  surveys 
for  this  species  here  would  proba¬ 
bly  reveal  that  this  total  is  more  or 
less  typical  for  this  Regional 
stronghold. 

Single  Swallow-tailed  Kites  in 
Massachusetts  were  in  Chilmark, 

MV  28  Apr  (H.  &  J.  Taylor),  Or¬ 
leans  19  May  (fide  M.  Lowe),  and  Leverett 
30  May  (B.  Normark),  and  the  only  Missis¬ 
sippi  Kite  in  Massachusetts,  at  the  Pilgrim 
Heights  hawkwatch  in  Truro  25  Apr,  repre¬ 
sented  one  of  the  earliest  ever  in  the  Region. 
One  or  2  Swallow-tailed  Kites  were  at  Block 
I.,  Rl  28  Apr  (C.  Blane)  and  16  May  S. 
Tsagarakis  et  al.),  and  a  Mississippi  Kite  was 
at  Jamestown,  RI  12  May  (W.  Munns).  As  is 
true  of  the  above  reports,  virtually  all  kite 
records  in  New  England  have  involved  “fly¬ 
by”  birds;  thus  a  Connecticut  Swallow¬ 
tailed  Kite  that  appeared  9  Apr  in  East  Had- 
dam  (D.  Rottino)  and  Lyme,  then  floated 
over  to  Chester  10  Apr  and  East  Lyme  12 
Apr,  before  settling  in  at  Deep  River  14-19 
Apr  (fide  GH,  m.ob.,  ph.  M.  Szantyr)  was  un¬ 
expectedly  cooperative.  A  late  Rough-legged 
Hawk  passed  the  Truro,  MA  hawkwatch  19 
May  (D.  Manchester),  and  a  Swainson’s 
Hawk  was  noted  from  Bradbury  Mt.,  Pow- 
nal,  ME  22  Apr  (DL  et  al.). 

"  ■ . .  . . . -  !'■'  111 .  . . . 1 . .  1 . 


Quite  rare  in  New  England,  California  Gull  was  recorded  twice  in  spring  2005. 
This  adult  in  alternate  plumage  was  at  Lynn,  Massachusetts  29  April-5  May  2005 
(here  30  April);  it  provided  a  fourth  state  record.  Photograph  by  Jeremiah  Trimble. 
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An  ad.  Yellow-nosed  Albatross  of  the  nominate 
Jm  (Atlantic)  subspecies  was  a  spectacular  sight  at 
Tuckernuck  I.,  Nantucket  29  May  (ph.  RRV).  The  bird 
spent  roughly  45  min  cruising  back  and  forth  along  the 
bluff  on  the  s.  shore  of  the  island  before  disappearing  to 
the  west.  It  vocalized  frequently,  particularly  whenever 
a  territorial  Great  Black-backed  Gull  began  chasing  it.  An 
albatross,  perhaps  the  same  one,  was  also  reportedly 
seen  flying  eastward  past  the  s.  end  of  South  Monomoy 
I.,  Chatham  31  May  (E.  Banks). 

Despite  the  fact  that  Thalassarche  species  have  been 
reliably  reported  in  Massachusetts  at  least  14  times,  the 
images  accompanying  this  report  represent  the  first 
photographs  taken  of  any  albatross  species  in  the  state, 
and  they  are  among  rather  few  taken  of  any  albatross 
species  anywhere  in  the  w.  North  Atlantic.  An  (Atlantic) 

Yellow-nosed  Albatross  was  photographed  as  it  flew 
around  Matinicus  Rock  in  the  Gulf  of  Maine  for  two 
hours  on  6  Jul  1999,  and  in  spring  2000,  one  or  more 
were  reported  from  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Long 
Island,  and  New  Jersey.  The  two  sightings  in  Massachu¬ 
setts  came  from  Penikese  I.  (Dukes)  and  Nantucket.  In  light  of  albatrosses'  long  life  spans  and  (especially)  their  strong  nest  site  fidelity,  and  given  the  fact  that  they  rarely  fly  over  land  except  at 
or  near  their  colonies,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  think  that  the  Tuckernuck  bird  may  have  been  the  same  individual  that  approached  Matinicus  six  years  ago  and  made  several  passes  over  Penikese 
and  Nantucket  five  years  ago — and  that  each  time  it  was  possibly  prospecting  for  nest  sites.  In  fact,  such  repeat  performances  among  albatrosses  wandering  in  the  North  Atlantic  are  not  un¬ 
precedented.  The  most  famous  example  was  that  of  a  Black-browed  Albatross  that  returned  to  the  same  gannetry  in  Scotland  for  over  20  years! 

Veit,  a  seabird  ecologist  who  specializes  in  Southern  Hemisphere  tubenoses,  espouses  an  alternative  theory:  that  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  Regional  albatross  records  pertain  to  different  individ¬ 
uals,  and  "what  we  are  witnessing  is  a  history  of  population-level,  long-distance  dispersal  in  Yellow-nosed  Albatrosses,  and  the  frequency  of  these  dispersal  episodes  appears  to  be  increasing." 


This  adult  Atlantic  Yellow-nosed  Albatross  was  photographed  nicely  as  it  flew  around  Tuckernuck,  Massachusetts  29  May  2005.  It 
provides  the  first  photographic  evidence  of  any  albatross  species  for  the  state.  Photographs  by  Richard  R.  Veit. 


three  states.  Ten  in  Massachusetts  included  a 
flock  of  3  in  Carlisle  7-8  Apr  (S.  Spang  et 
al.)  that  was  last  seen  late  on  8  Apr  climbing 
to  several  thousand  feet  and  setting  off  in  a 
northeasterly  direction;  3  in  New  Hampshire 
included  one  that  returned  to  Monroe, 
Grafton,  NH  7  Apr  (S.  Turner)  for  the  7th 
consecutive  year;  and  7  in  Maine  included 
nesting  pairs  in  Belgrade  (6th  consecutive 
year  nesting)  and  Smithfield  (new  this  year). 
The  Belgrade  nest  contained  two  eggs  29 
Apr,  and  the  Smithfield  nest  held  two  eggs 
30  Apr  (S.  Melvin). 

Three  reports  of  golden-plovers  included 
a  very  early  bird  in  basic  plumage  at  S.B.  20 
Mar  (ph.  PF),  another  (unknown  plumage) 
in  Edgartown,  MV  13  Apr  (VL),  and  a  an¬ 
other,  also  at  S.B.,  1-14  May  (ph.  BN). 
Whether  these  reports  refer  to  the  same  in¬ 
dividual  is  not  known.  The  May  bird  was 
first  found  while  still  in  transitional 
plumage,  during  which  time  observers  at¬ 
tempted  to  identify  it  as  either  American  or 
Pacific  based  on  structural  features  such  as 
bill  structure,  leg  length,  the  number  of  pri¬ 
maries  projecting  beyond  the  tertials,  the  ex¬ 
tent  to  which  the  primaries  projected  be¬ 
yond  the  tail,  and  its  overall  build.  The  re¬ 
sults  of  these  efforts  were  equivocal.  When  it 
completed  its  molt  in  mid-month,  it  was 
identifiable  as  an  American  Golden-Plover 
and  provided  an  excellent  lesson  in  the  diffi¬ 
culties  in  identification  of  these  sibling 


These  two  Great  Gray  Owls  were  among  four 
that  were  found  in  Maine  in  winter  2004-2005 
into  spring  2005  (at  Belgrade  21  March  [left] 
and  South  Berwick  25  March).  Oddly,  none  was 
found  in  northern  Vermont  or  New  Hampshire, 
in  areas  closer  to  Quebec,  where  several  were 
present.  Photographs  by  Derek  Lovitch  (left)  and 
W.  and  R.  Morgridge. 


WILD  TURKEY  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Wild  Turkeys  have  repopulated  virtually 
every  corner  of  the  Region  (including  the 
Connecticut  Lakes  near  the  New  Hamp¬ 
shire/Quebec  border),  so  few  birders  bother 
reporting  them  anymore.  However,  a  flock  of 
126  in  Sunderland,  MA  20  Mar  (R.  Packard) 


must  have  been  quite  a  sight.  Among  an 
above-average  Regional  total  of  roughly  14 
Common  Moorhens  was  a  high  single-site 
count  of  5  at  Dead  Creek  W.M.A.,  Addison, 
VT  15  May  (TGM).  Numbers  of  Sandhill 
Cranes  continued  to  increase  this  spring, 
with  a  record-high  20+  reports  from  just 
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Rhode  Island  and  Massachusetts  both  enjoyed  White-faced  Ibis  in  spring  2005.  In  the  upper  pair 
of  images  are  single  birds  at  Plum  Island  25  April  and  Newbury  22  May;  at  lower  left  is  another  view 
of  the  Plum  Island  bird  26  April,  and  at  lower  right,  a  different  adult  at  Jamestown,  Rhode  Island 
2  May.  Photographs  by  Phil  Brown  (upper),  Charles  Upson  (lower  left),  and  Peter  Capobianco  (lower  right). 


species.  A  rather  early  Wilsons  Plover  at 
Seabrook,  Rockingham,  NH  1-8  May  (B. 
Clifford  et  al.,  ph.)  furnished  the  2nd  record 
for  the  Granite  State.  One  or  2  Curlew  Sand¬ 
pipers  were  noted  in  Newburyport,  MA 
17-19  &  29  May  (RSH  et  al.), 
and  3  Ruffs  in  the  Region  in¬ 
cluded  a  Reeve  in  Stratham, 

Rockingham,  NH  26  Apr  (I. 

MacLeod),  the  first  in  New 
Hampshire  in  more  than  30 
years,  and  single  males  in 
Wellfleet,  MA  10-13  May  (G. 

Page  et  al.,  ph.)  and  at  Plum  I. 

25-26  May  (T.  Wetmore  et  al., 
ph.).  Two  Short-billed  Dow- 
itchers  in  Newbury,  MA  4  Apr 
(WRP)  were  markedly  early, 
and  a  Long-billed  Dowitcher 
put  in  a  rare  spring  appear¬ 
ance  in  Newburyport,  MA  17 
Apr  (RSH  et  al.).  Not  included 
in  Table  1  above  were  3  Red 
and  2  Red-necked  Phalaropes 
roughly  30  km  inland  at  Great 
Meadows  (Concord  Unit) 

N.W.R.,  Concord,  MA  26-29 
May  (P.  Marshall  et  al.,  ph.) 
and  a  single  Red-necked 
roughly  60  km  inland  on  the 
Nashua  R.,  Peppered,  MA  26 
May  (T.  Pirro). 

Included  in  Table  1  above,  but  worthy  of 
mention  here  because  they  are  much  rarer  in 
spring  than  in  fall,  were  5  Long-tailed 
Jaegers  and  2  Sabine’s  Gulls.  The  jaegers  in¬ 
cluded  2  at  Andrews  Pt. ,  Rockport,  MA  24 


May  (RSH),  one  in  Rye,  NH  26  May  (B.  Grif¬ 
fith),  and  one  each  on  26  &  27  May  at  First 
Encounter  Beach,  Eastham,  MA  (CG).  Sin¬ 
gle  Sabines  were  seen  in  Sandwich,  MA  26 
May  (I.  Nisbet)  and  First  Encounter  Beach, 


Eastham,  MA  27  May  (CG).  A  Sabine’s  Gull 
in  Rockport,  MA  30  May  (M.  Taylor)  was 
probably  also  storm-related.  Among  7  Little 
Gulls  in  the  Region,  3  were  together  at  Plum 
I.  26-29  May  (B.O.).  While  Little  Gull  is  a 


regular  fall  visitor  to  L.  Champlain,  a  first- 
year  bird  off  S.  Hero,  VT  27  May  furnished  a 
rare  spring  record  (TGM).  The  first-year 
California  Gull  lingered  at  Nantucket  Jan+ 
(ph.  ER);  an  ad.  was  at  Lynn  29  Apr-5  May 
Q.  Quigley  et  al.,  ph.).  This  past  Nov,  a  new 
high  count  of  106  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls 
was  reported  from  their  New  England 
stronghold  at  Low  Beach,  Nantucket,  where 
45  and  30+  were  still  present  13  Mar  (ER) 
and  31  May  (RRV),  respectively.  Also  at  Low 
Beach,  a  state  high  count  of  163  Iceland 
Gulls  in  Feb  was  eclipsed  13  Mar  by  a  dizzy¬ 
ing  count  of  198  (ER).  Two  ad.  Forsters 
Terns  were  back  in  Newburyport,  MA  1  May 
(RSH)  at  the  only  known  breeding  site  in  the 
Region,  and  one  in  Biddeford  Pool,  ME 
10-18  Apr  (JW)  may  have  represented  the 
first  spring  record  for  the  state.  The  appear¬ 
ance  of  an  Arctic  Tern  in  Northampton,  MA 
24  May  (R.  Packard)  was  probably  storm-re¬ 
lated.  Most  unexpected  of  all  storm  waifs 
was  a  Dovekie  grounded  at  Nantucket  26 
May  (ph.  E.  Rivoir). 

DOVES  THROUGH  SWALLOWS 

Single  White-winged  Doves  visited  feeders 
in  Watertown,  MA  22  Apr-1  May  (RHS  et  al., 
ph.)  and  Crystal,  ME  6  Apr-3  May  ( fide  BS). 
A  well-described  Eurasian  Collared-Dove  in 
Essex,  MA  28  May  (D.  Mako,  B.  Bieda  et  al.) 
was  heard  and  seen  briefly;  if  accepted  by  the 
Massachusetts  A.R.C.,  would  represent  the 
first  for  the  Region.  Vying  for 
the  rarest  and,  without  ques¬ 
tion,  most  intriguing  bird  of 
the  season  was  an  unidenti¬ 
fied,  large,  all-dark  swift  that 
cruised  by  several  experienced 
observers  at  a  hawkwatch  site 
in  Truro,  MA  28  May  (BN  et 
al.).  Except  on  Nantucket  and 
Martha’s  Vineyard,  where  arti¬ 
ficial  nest  boxes  are  provided, 
Barn  Owls  are  very  scarce  in 
the  Region,  so  one  in  Holyoke, 
MA  15  May  (D.  McLain)  was 
noteworthy.  Though  only  one 
Great  Gray  Owl  appeared  in 
the  Region  last  winter,  (Gray, 
Cumberland,  ME),  3  were 
found  in  spring,  also  in  Maine: 
at  Belgrade  17-  27  Mar  ( fide 
DL),  at  Kent’s  Hill,  Readfield 
23  Mar  ( fide  DL),  and  at  S. 
Berwick  25  Mar  (ph.  W.  &  R. 
Morgridge).  Most  surprising 
was  that  none  were  found  in 
the  Champlain  Valley,  VT, 
which  is  a  short  distance  from 
the  areas  around  Montreal  that  hosted  sever¬ 
al. 

Many  passerine  migrants  that  became 
“dammed  up”  behind  the  late  May  storms 
were  “released”  immediately  following  its 


Rarely  do  Swallow-tailed  Kites  linger  at  any  one  place  in  New  England  long  enough  to  be  pho¬ 
tographed.  Much  to  the  delight  of  scores  of  birders,  this  individual  was  exceptionally  cooperative 
during  its  six-day  stay  in  Deep  River,  Connecticut  (here  17  April  2005).  Photographs  by  Mark  Szantyr. 
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passage.  By  the  morning  of  28  May  and 
through  31  May,  a  few  sites  in  northeastern 
Massachusetts  were  crawling  with  mi¬ 
grants — but  oddly,  virtually  nothing  of  this 
wave  reached  Cape  Cod,  Martha’s  Vineyard, 
or  Nantucket.  The  wave  included  some  very 
tardy  migrants  and  many  migrating  fly¬ 
catchers.  High  warbler  counts  28  May  at 
Plum  1.  included  30+  Northern  Parulas,  30+ 
Chestnut-sided  Warblers,  100+  Magnolia 
Warblers,  420  American  Redstarts,  and  30+ 
Canada  Warblers  (B.O.),  and  late  migrants 
included  5  Blue-headed  Vireos,  3  Ruby- 
crowned  Kinglets,  a  Golden-crowned 
Kinglet,  and  a  White-throated  Sparrow,  all 
at  Plum  I.  31  May  (RSH).  A  few  sample  sin¬ 
gle-day  counts  of  flycatchers,  all  at  Plum  1. 
28-31  May,  included  22  Least,  26  Yellow- 
bellied,  12  Alder,  25+  Willow,  30 
Willow/Alder,  and  20+  unidentified  Ernpi- 
donax ,  plus  15  Eastern  Wood-Pewees 
(B.O.).  Unexpected  in  spring,  a  Fork-tailed 
Flycatcher  dropped  in  at  Nantucket  18-20 
May  (S.  Finlay  et  al.,  ph.  K.  Blackshaw). 
Two  Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers  were  report¬ 
ed  from  Rhode  Island,  one  in  Jamestown 
18-19  May  (M.  J.  Murray  et  al.)  and  anoth¬ 
er  at  Block  1.  23  May  (fide  RF,  m.ob.).  An 
Eastern  Kingbird  in  Kingston,  R1  1  Apr  (A. 
Joslin)  was  very  early,  and  also  early,  though 
less  so  than  the  kingbird,  were  a  Yellow¬ 
billed  Cuckoo  in  W.  Tisbury,  Marthas  Vine¬ 
yard  25  Apr  (K.  Parsons)  and  a  Common 
Nighthawk  at  Plum  I.  30  Apr  (ph.  B.  &  B. 
Lawless).  In  Massachusetts,  Chuck-will’s- 
widows  once  again  returned  to  Wellfleet 
and  Edgartown,  Martha’s  Vineyard;  another 


in  Lyme,  CT  28  Apr+  J.  Gaskell  et  al.)  stayed 
the  season. 

CORVIDS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Common  Ravens  continued  to  reoccupy 
pre-colonial  portions  of  their  range.  A  pair 


nested  for  the  2nd  or  3rd  consecutive  year  in 
Milton,  MA  within  sight  of  downtown 
Boston  ( fide  N.  Smith),  and  when  a  pair  was 
found  nesting  in  May  on  a  telecommunica¬ 
tions  tower  in  Cumberland,  R1  (fide  RF),  the 
Ocean  State  became  the  last  remaining  state 
in  New  England  in  which  the  species  was 
confirmed  as  breeding.  A  Sedge  Wren  was 
somewhat  off  track  at  Monhegan  18  May 
(ph.  G.  Dennis  et  al.),  and  a  Townsend’s 
Solitaire  was  discovered  in  Union,  ME  19 
Mar  (ph.  DR).  A  Varied  Thrush  pho¬ 
tographed  in  Campton,  Grafton,  NH  22  Mar 
(J.  &  A.  Downing,  ph.)  was  reportedly  pres¬ 
ent  for  roughly  two  weeks,  and  another  was 
in  Mendon,  MA  1-10  Mar  (G.  Christianson 
et  al.). 

As  witnessed  farther  south  in  New  York 
to  a  greater  degree,  a  late-Mar  fallout 
brought  several  very  early  s.  migrants  to 
coastal  Rhode  Island  and  e.  Massachusetts: 
single  Prothonotary  Warblers  at  Block  I . ,  RI 
(29  Mar),  Newport,  Rl  (31  Mar),  and  Vine¬ 
yard  Haven,  Martha’s  Vineyard  (29  Mar),  a 
Kentucky  Warbler  in  Tisbury,  Martha’s 
Vineyard  (29  Mar),  and  a  Summer  Tanager 
in  Dennis  (31  Mar).  Northernmost  south¬ 
ern  warblers  reported  this  season  were  a 
Kentucky  and  2-3  Hooded  Warblers  at 
Monhegan  in  May,  an  early  Prothonotary  in 
Kennebunkport,  ME  4  Apr  (J.  Junker),  and 
a  Yellow- throated  Warbler  in  Dover,  NH 
that  spent  the  winter  at  a  feeder  and  was 
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This  drake  Aythya  (at  rear)  in  Damariscotta  Mills,  Maine  7  March  2005  was  probably 
a  Ring-necked  Duck  x  scaup  hybrid.  Photograph  by  Don  Reimer. 
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Rare  in  any  season,  but  especially  so  in  spring,  this  Fork-tailed  Flycatcher  at  Nantucket,  Massachusetts  1 8-20  (here  20)  May 
was  photographed  while  "processing"  an  insect.  Photograph  by  K.  Blackshaw. 


Subregional  editors  (boldface),  contribu¬ 
tors  (italics),  and  observers:  E.  E  Andrews, 
Bird  Observer,  J.  Berry,  L.  Brinker,  J.  Despres 
(Maine),  R.  Farrell  (Rhode  Island),  R  Flood, 
T.  Gagnon,  K.  Gentalen,  C.  Goodrich,  G. 
Hanisek  (Connecticut),  R.  S.  Heil,  D.  Hoag, 
R  Hunt  (New  Hampshire),  S.  Kellogg  (w. 
Massachusetts),  V.  Laux,  C.  W  Leahy,  D. 
Lovitch,  M.  Lynch,  MASSBIRD  listserve,  T.  G. 
M urin,  B.  Nihula,  W.  R.  Petersen,  E.  Ray,  D. 
Reimer,  M.  Rines  (Massachusetts),  B.  Shee¬ 
han,  D.  A.  Sibley,  R.  H.  Stymeist  (Massachu¬ 
setts),  W.  Townsend  (Maine),  J.  Trimble 
(Massachusetts),  R.  R.  Veit,  j.  Wells.  O 


last  seen  2  Apr  (D.  Carr).  Also,  an  above- 
average  total  of  7  Summer  Tanagers  made  it 
to  s.  Maine,  the  northernmost  being  in 
Richmond  (fide  JD).  An  even  more  intrepid 
Summer  Tanager  was  foynd  in  Bethlehem, 
Grafton,  NH  3  May  (D.  &  T.  Tellman). 

Seven  Clay-colored  Sparrows  included  4 
in  Massachusetts,  2  in  Maine,  and  one  on 
territory  through  the  Period  at  Grand  Isle, 
VT  (DH).  Above-average  numbers  of  mi¬ 
grant  Lincolns  Sparrows  in  Massachusetts 
included  a  high  count  of  15+  in  Marblehead 
15  May  (K.  Haley).  This  was  a  productive 
spring  for  Lark  Sparrow;  one  was  at  Pt.  Ju¬ 
dith,  R1  19-20  May  (J.  St.  Jean),  one  was  at 
Plum  I.  18  May  (D.  &  I.  Jewell),  and  2  in 
Maine  included  one  in  York  27  Mar-5  Apr 
(DL)  and  a  wintering  bird  that  remained  in 
Scarborough  through  21  Apr  (G.  Carson). 
Two  feeders  about  8  km  apart  hosted  either 
2  different  or  the  same  Gambel’s  White- 
crowned  Sparrow  at  Nantucket  6  May  (EFA) 
and  Tuckernuck  14  May  (RRV),  and  a  very 
late  Lapland  Longspur  was  a  surprise  find  at 
South  Beach,  Chatham,  MA  14  May  (BN). 

The  northernmost  Blue  Grosbeaks  in  the 
Region  are  typically  found  at  Monhegan  in 
spring,  and  this  year  was  no  exception:  up 
to  3  were  there  on  various  dates  12-31  May 
(fide  ]D).  Painted  Bunting  is  not  annual  in 
the  Region  in  spring,  so  a  total  of  3  this 
year  was  surprising:  in  Edgartown,  MA  23 
Apr  (J.  Chapman),  Chatham,  MA  23-25 
May  (R  Bailey),  and  Saco,  ME  14-18  May 
(fide  L.  Woodard,  m.ob.).  Dickcissel  re¬ 
ports  totaled  four  in  Massachusetts,  two  in 
Rhode  Island,  and  one  each  in  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  and  Maine,  and  Orchard  Orioles  were 
also  cited  by  editors  in  Rhode  Island  and 
Maine  as  being  more  numerous  than  usual. 
In  Maine,  for  example,  the  appearance  of  6 
at  one  feeder  in  Yarmouth  the  week  of  22 
May  was  exceptional.  Five  Yellow-headed 
Blackbirds  included  2  in  Massachusetts 
and  a  healthy  spring  total  of  3  in  Maine. 
The  only  report  of  Hoary  Redpoll  came 
from  Fairfield,  ME  29  Mar  (L.  Bevier).  A 
European  Goldfinch,  presumably  an  es¬ 
capee,  was  reported  from  Biddeford,  ME  19 
May  (fide  DL). 


White-winged  Dove  has  become  an  annual  visitor  to  New  England.  This  beautifully  photographed  individual  visited  a  feeder 
in  Watertown,  Massachusetts  from  22  April  (here)  through  1  May  2005.  Photograph  by  John  Harrison. 


This  wrecked  Dovekie  was  a  surprise  find  at  Nantucket  Island,  Massachusetts  26  May  2005.  Not  only  was  it  very  late,  but  it 
was  the  only  one  of  its  kind  among  various  other  species  of  seabirds  that  appeared  in  coastal  New  England  during  a  series  of 

back-to-back  ocean  storms  in  late  May.  Photograph  by  E.  Pivoir. 
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One  of  the  season’s  highlights  in 
New  York  and  New  Jersey  was 
the  large  number  of  southern 
passerines,  especially  Prothonotary  and 
Yellow-throated  Warblers  and  Summer 
Tanagers,  that  appeared  along  and  near  the 
coasts.  Beginning  30  March  and  continu¬ 
ing  through  the  end  of  May,  these  species 
appeared  in  exceptional  and  near-record 
numbers  in  areas  where  they  do  not  nest. 
In  addition,  six  Swainson’s  Warblers  were 
recorded  (five  in  coastal  New  York);  New 
York  had  only  about  15  previous  reports  of 
the  species. 

In  the  past,  similar  patterns  of  north¬ 
ward  incursion  of  southern  species  was 
sometimes  ascribed  to  passive  displace¬ 
ment  of  the  birds  by  storm  systems  (e.g., 
Bagg.,  A.  1955.  Bulletin  of  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Audubon  Society  39:  106-1  10, 
159-168).  Records  from  this  year  suggest 
a  different  explanation:  active  dispersal, 
perhaps  in  response  to  warming  climate. 
More  recent  writers  on  the  subject  often 
refer  to  southern  birds  that  appear  early 
and  far  north  of  range  in  the  spring  as 
“overshoots.”  This  categorization  could 
imply,  for  example,  that  a  Prothonotary 
Warbler  attempting  to  navigate  to  a  site  in 
southern  New  Jersey  mistakenly  traveled 
instead  to  Long  Island,  New  York.  An  al¬ 
ternative  explanation  is  that  this  Pro¬ 
thonotary  Warbler  (most  likely  a  one-year- 
old  like  many  other  spring  vagrant  passer¬ 
ines)  “intentionally”  traveled  to  Long 
Island  for  the  purpose  of  exploring  new 
territory.  Like  other  migrants,  this  warbler 
would  probably  choose  a  night  with  tail¬ 
winds  on  which  to  launch  its  journey,  and 
so  would  be  likely  to  appear  on  Long  Is¬ 
land  following  a  night  that  had  winds  with 
a  southerly  component. 

Spring  2005  was  wet — in  the  sense  that 
there  were  many  cloudy  days  with  easterly 
winds — and  rather  cold,  but  rainfall  was 
actually  below  normal  in  both  March  and 
May.  Virtually  every  report  submitted 
mentioned  cold  or  cool  conditions  gener¬ 
ally  unfavorable  for  migration.  A  substan¬ 
tial  snowstorm  1  March  dumped  36  cm  of 
snow  in  the  Adirondacks  and  15-20  cm  in 
Delaware.  Coastal  storms  passed  through 
our  region  2-3  and  22-24  April,  6-7  and 
25-26  May;  the  last  of  these  was  clearly  as¬ 
sociated  with  a  nearshore  flight  of 
seabirds.  Prothonotary  Warblers’  arrivals 
were  clustered  30  March-14  April,  while 
most  Summer  Tanagers  appeared  26 
April-15  May.  Yellow-throated  Warblers 
occurred  mostly  15  April-1  May  and 
15-20  May.  Many  of  these  early  migrants 
appeared  in  places  like  Central  Park,  New 
York  City,  that  receive  extensive,  daily  cov¬ 
erage,  such  that  one  can  tell  with  confi¬ 
dence  on  what  date  each  bird  appeared. 
Some  of  these  migrants  appeared  after  the 
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This  Arctic  Tern  at  Sandy  Hook,  New  Jersey  26  May  2005  was  part  of  a  large  near-shore  movement 
of  this  species  (and  of  phalaropes)  through  the  Hudson-Delaware  and  New  England  regions,  the 
product  of  a  series  of  coastal  storms  with  strong  northeasterly  winds.  Photograph  by  Mike  Fahay. 


passage  of  storms,  but  most  did  not,  which 
suggests  that  most  were  not  storm-dis¬ 
placed  but  instead  possibly  pioneering 
new  territory.  It  will  be  interesting  to  see 
whether  such  large-scale  arrivals  of  south¬ 
ern  species  result  in  extralimital  breeding 
and  in  expansions  of  range  in  the  longer 
term.  In  addition  to  the  many  passerines 
from  points  south,  other  southerners — 
among  them  several  kites,  doves,  Wilsons 
Plover,  and  Black-necked  Stilt — have  been 
reported  with  increasing  frequency  in  the 
Region  and  farther  north. 

Abbreviations:  Braddock  Bay  (Braddock 
Bay  B.O.,  Rochester,  NY);  Brigantine 
(Forsythe  N.W.R.,  NJ);  Bombay  Hook 
(Bombay  Hook  N.W.R.,  DE);  Captree 
(Captree  S.P.,  NY);  Chazy  (Chazy  R.,  Clin¬ 
ton,  NY);  Derby  Hill  (Derby  Hill  Hawk- 
watch,  Oswego,  NY);  Jones  Beach  (Jones 
Beach  S.R,  NY);  Moriches  (Moriches  Bay  & 
Inlet,  Long  I.,  NY);  Little  Creek  (Little 
Creek  W.M.A.,  DE);  Montauk  (Montauk 
Point  S.P.,  NY);  Prime  Hook  (Prime  Hook 
N.W.R.,  Sussex,  DE);  Ripley  (Ripley  Hawk- 
watch,  Chautauqua,  NY);  Sagaponack 
(Sagaponack  Pond,  Bridgehampton,  NY); 
Sandy  Hook  (Sandy  Hook  Unit/Gateway 
National  Recreation  Area,  NJ);  Shinnecock 
(Shinnecock  Bay  and  Inlet,  NY);  Ted  Har¬ 
vey  (Ted  Harvey  C.A./Logan  Tract,  DE). 

LOONS  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

Larger-than-normal  numbers  of  loons,  es¬ 
pecially  Common  Loons,  were  found  both 
coastally  and  inland  through  May;  a  no¬ 
table  high  count  was  400  Commons  at 
Round  Valley  Res.,  Hunterdon,  NJ  23  Apr 
(fide  SB).  Two  Pacific  Loons  were  reported: 


one  on  the  ocean  off  Spring  Lake,  Mon¬ 
mouth,  NJ  3  Mar  (SK)  and  one  at  Man- 
asquan  Inlet  7  Mar  (fide  SB).  Seventy-five 
Northern  Lulmars  at  the  “Glory  Hole”  near 
Hudson  Canyon  was  a  good  count  25  Mar 
(ST).  Seven  Manx  Shearwaters  were  seen 
from  Shinnecock  Inlet  21  May  (TWB,  GB). 
A  single  American  White  Pelican  was  at 


Brigantine  25  Apr+  and  remained  into 
summer  (rn.ob.).  Dispersive  Snowy  Egrets 
included  singles  n.  to  Tonawanda  19  May 
( fide  DFS)  and  Syracuse  16-23  May  (RD). 
About  20  Least  Bitterns  were  reported  Re¬ 
gionwide.  There  were  four  reports  of 
White-faced  Ibis:  up  to  2  each  at  Reeds 
Beach,  Cape  May  through  14  May  and  at 
Turkey  Pt.,  Cumberland,  NJ  7-12  May  (T. 


Reed)  and  one  at  Jamaica  Bay  Wildlife 
Refuge,  New  York  City  15  May  (TWB).  The 
largest  count  of  Glossy  Ibis  was  of  300  at 
Sinnickson’s  Landing,  Salem,  NJ  3  Apr 
(SB).  A  White  Ibis  was  at  the  Cape  May 
beanery  7  May  (AWr).  An  imm.  Wood 
Stork  was  at  Medford,  Burlington,  NJ  13 
Apr  (DDa). 

A  Barnacle  Goose  at  Merrill  Creek  Res. 
19-29  Mar  (ph.  Jonathan  Klizas)  adds  to 
the  increasing  number  of  records  of  this  ex¬ 
panding  European  species.  Also  continuing 
their  increase  of  recent  years  were  at  least  8 
Greater  White-fronted  Geese,  7  Ross’s 
Geese  (with  a  maximum  of  3  at  Sharptown, 
Salem,  NJ  19  Mar-3  Apr  [SB,  SK]),  and 
about  35  Cackling  Geese,  including  15  in 
the  Buffalo,  NY  area  19-26  Mar  (JP,  WD, 
WW)  and  17  around  Rochester  17-31  Mar 
(rn.ob.).  It  was  a  big  spring  for  Eurasian 
Wigeon:  a  total  of  22  was  reported,  with 
the  high  count  being  4  at  Ted  Harvey  12 
Mar  (AEH,  GCL).  There  were  8  or  more 
Common  (Eurasian  Green-winged)  Teal 
reported;  the  high  count  was  of  3  at  Corbin 
City/Tuckahoe,  NJ  16-27  Mar  (CS,  JD).  A 
hybrid  Common  Teal  x  Green-winged  Teal 
was  at  Tobay,  Long  1.  13  Mar  (SM,  PL). 
About  6  King  Eiders  represented  an  aver¬ 
age  number  but  included  2  females  at  Os¬ 
wego,  NY,  where  rare,  through  15  May  (BP, 
rn.ob.).  The  Harlequin  Duck  flock  at 
Barnegat  Inlet  numbered  35  through  much 
of  Mar  (rn.ob.).  The 
massive  Delaware  Bay 
scoter  aggregation  of 
last  spring  did  not 
happen  this  year;  the 
only  noteworthy  scot¬ 
er  aggregation  was  of 
8000  Blacks  at  Mon¬ 
tauk  20  Mar  (AJL). 

Major  hawk  flights 
were  recorded  at  Der¬ 
by  Hill  29  Mar  (1025 
Turkey  Vultures,  676 
Red-tailed  Hawks),  31 
Mar  (105  Northern 
Harriers,  97  Cooper’s 
Hawks,  3  Northern 
Goshawks,  79  Rough¬ 
legged  Hawks,  11 
Golden  Eagles,  and  32 
American  Kestrels), 
25  Apr  (2005  Broad¬ 
winged  Hawks),  26 
Apr  (381  Sharp-shinned  Hawks),  and  6 
May  (45  Ospreys,  15  Bald  Eagles)  ( fide  Bill 
Purcell).  At  Braddock  Bay,  9506  Broad¬ 
winged  Hawks  were  counted  20  Apr  (Ja¬ 
son  Starfire).  A  Black  Vulture  at  Silver 
Creek,  Chautauqua,  NY  30  Mar  (DN)  was 
especially  unusual  for  that  locality;  a  bit 
more  regular  was  one  at  Ripley  4  Apr.  Five 
Swallow-tailed  Kites  were  seen  in 


Wilson's  Plover  is  an  extremely  rare  shorebird  in  New  Jersey.  This 
long-staying  individual  was  enjoyed  by  many  at  Sandy  Hook 
(here  1 0  May  2005).  Photograph  from  videotape  by  Rick  Wiltraut. 
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Delaware  and  s.  New  Jersey  6  Apr-17  May; 
the  northernmost  of  these  was  at  Huber 
Woods  Park,  Monmouth ,  NJ  6  Apr  (Sam 
Skinner).  Mississippi  Kites  appeared  in 
what  are  now  average  numbers,  with  a 
maximum  of  “several”  at  Cape  May  16 
May  and  more  unusual  sightings  of  singles 
at  the  Montclair  hawkwatch,  Essex,  NJ  3 
May  (E.  Greenstone,  G.  Quigley,  R. 
Browne)  and  at  Eatontown  Arboretum,  NJ 
16  May  (NK).  Northern  Goshawks,  main¬ 
ly  imms.,  continued  to  be  widespread  fol¬ 
lowing  the  large  flight  last  fall;  at  least  8 
were  reported  from  New  Jersey  6  Mar-11 
May.  Twenty  Red-shouldered  Hawks  at 
Sandy  Hook  5  Apr  (SB)  seems  an  impres¬ 
sive  total  these  days.  A  dark-morph  Swain- 
son’s  Hawk  was  seen  at  Wilson,  Niagara, 
NY  19  Apr  (DDi)  for  the  3rd  verified  area 
record;  3  others  were  reported  in  the 
Rochester  area  26-27  Mar  and  2  Apr  (Ja¬ 
son  Starfire,  DT). 

CRANES  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

The  times  are  a-changing  when  Whooping 
Cranes  grace  this  Region’s  column,  but  3 
were  seen  6  Apr  flying  over  Ripley  (Gil 
Randell  et  al.).  An  antenna  projected  from 
one  bird,  marking  the  group  as  part  of  the 
“east  coast  experimental  non-essential” 
population.  The  flock  had  been  seen  previ¬ 
ously  in  Lake,  OH  3  Apr  and  was  later  not¬ 
ed  in  Grey,  ON  15  Apr.  Forty  or  more 
Sandhill  Cranes  were  seen  in  late  Mar  and 
early  Apr,  mainly  beween  Buffalo  and 
Rochester,  with  scattered  single  birds  as  far 
as  s.  New  Jersey  in  early  Apr.  King  Rails  re¬ 
ported  this  spring  include  several  calling  at 
the  Reedy  Point  Bridge  24  Apr,  one  at  Au¬ 
gustine  Beach  12  May  (APE),  and  one  at 
Mannington  Marsh,  Salem,  NJ  4-24  Apr 
(FkL).  The  species  has  a  tenuous  foothold 
in  the  Region. 

Up  to  15  American  Golden-Plovers  26 
Mar-16  May  was  a  somewhat  higher-than- 
normal  total  for  the  spring,  and  the  largest 
concentration  of  Black-bellied  Plovers  was 
4000  at  Bombay  Hook  8  May  (APE).  Three 
Wilsons  Plovers  were  found:  a  male  at 
Holgate  on  Long  Beach  I.,  NJ  26  Mar  (SR), 
one  at  Sagaponack  6-9  May  (HM),  and  a 
female  at  Sandy  Hook  28  Apr-19  May  (Lise 
Amarasekera,  m.ob.).  This  species  has  been 
increasing  as  a  vagrant  to  the  Region  in  re¬ 
cent  years.  Similarly,  Black-necked  Stilts 
were  found  in  high  numbers  n.  of 
Delaware:  one  at  Colt’s  Neck,  Monmouth, 
NJ  3-4  Apr  (m.ob.),  one  at  Montauk  1-10 
May  (VB,  m.ob.)  and  3-4  at  Allaire  S.P, 
Monmouth,  NJ  10-12  May  (m.ob.).  Ednie 
counted  57  at  Bombay  Hook  7  May.  Two 
hundred  American  Avocets  at  Bombay 
Hook  22  Apr  (APE)  was  a  typical  count 
there,  but  one  is  lucky  to  find  any  in  s.  New 
Jersey  just  35  km  to  the  east:  thus  a  high¬ 


light  was  the  group  of  4  at  Higbees  Beach, 
Cape  May,  NJ  21  May  (T.  McParland  et  al.). 
Larger  counts  of  yellowlegs  included  450 
Lessers  and  150  Greaters  at  Bombay  Hook 
11  Apr  (APE)  and  122  Greaters  at  Mecox 
24  Apr  (HM).  Two  hundred  Whimbrels  at 
Avalon,  Cape  May,  NJ  12  May  was  the 
largest  count  reported  (PS,  Carole  Brown). 

Delaware  Bay  was  surveyed  by  aircraft 
for  shorebird  concentrations,  with  particu¬ 
lar  attention  paid  to  the  abundance  of  the 
declining  Red  Knot.  Knots  totaled  15,345 


spring  (and  often  reported  in  error),  were 
found  at  Sagaponack  5  May  (2  birds;  HM) 
and  at  Conaskonk  Pt.,  Monmouth,  NJ  31 
May  (one;  NK).  Ruffs  were  in  good  supply 
this  spring,  at  least  compared  to  the  num¬ 
bers  of  the  past  decade:  4  at  Bombay  Hook 
10  Apr  (APE,  m.ob.),  one  at  Pedricktown, 
Gloucester,  NJ  17-19  Apr  (PD),  one  near 
Prime  Hook  29  Apr  (ES),  a  female  at  Reed’s 
Beach,  Cape  May,  NJ  18-19  May,  and  an 
inland  bird  at  Chazy  21-23  May  (BK). 
About  27  Red-necked  Phalaropes  were 


This  Townsend's  Solitaire  was  photographed  on  the  last  day  of  its  stay  at  Wilson,  Niagara 
County,  New  York  12-14  April  2005.  Vagrancy  to  the  east  of  normal  winter  range  may 
be  increasing  in  this  attractive  thrush.  Photograph  by  Betsy  Potter  and  Willie  D'Anna. 


on  24  May  and  8600  on  1  Jun  (Kathy 
Clark).  Ron  Porter  counted  20,000  knots 
roosting  at  Stone  Harbor,  Cape  May,  NJ  24 
May.  Other  totals  from  the  aerial  surveys 
include  43,000  Ruddy  Turnstones,  56,000 
Semipalmated  Sandpipers,  and  12,765 
Sanderlings  (numbers  similar  24  May  and 
1  Jun).  The  Delaware  Bay  Red  Knot  count 
in  late  May  2004  was  13,300  (the  lowest 
ever);  the  Ruddy  Turnstone  count  1  Jun 
2004  was  31,700,  and  Sanderlings  stood  at 
4000.  Thus  2005  had  numbers  only  slight¬ 
ly  above  the  lowest  on  record. 

Four  Curlew  Sandpipers  were  seen  this 
spring:  2  in  the  Nummy’s  L,  Cape  May,  NJ 
area  14-18  May  (MO’B,  AWr,  PS,  GM,  KL), 
one  at  Bombay  Hook  22  May  (Olive  Har¬ 
ris),  and  one  at  Ted  Harvey  26  May  (CDC). 
Fifty-four  Pectoral  Sandpipers  were  at 
Elsinboro,  Salem,  NJ  3  Apr  (SB,  LM),  and 
a  White-rumped  Sandpiper  at  Mecox  28 
Apr  was  considered  early  (HM).  Western 
Sandpiper,  very  rare  n.  of  s.  New  Jersey  in 


found  at  the  coast  15-26  May,  most  of 
these  (20)  during  a  northeasterly  storm  on 
the  latter  date:  7  each  at  Moriches  (Mike 
Cooper)  and  Fire  Island  Inlet  (SM,  PL)  and 
6  at  Point  Lookout.  A  single  Red  Phalarope 
was  seen  at  Fire  Island  Inlet  26  May  (SM, 
PL).  This  was  a  faint  echo  of  the  major  in¬ 
cursion  of  phalaropes  that  appeared  in 
New  England  during  the  same  storm,  but 
the  predominance  of  Red-neckeds  was 
similar. 

JAEGERS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

A  total  of  about  10  Parasitic  Jaegers  was  re¬ 
ported  from  Long  I.  and  New  Jersey  beach¬ 
es  13  Apr-10  May.  Ten  Glaucous  and  21 
Iceland  Gulls  Regionwide  seemed  a  higher 
spring  tally  than  average,  and  4  Black¬ 
headed  Gulls  appeared  at  coastal  locations. 
A  Thayers  Gull  was  reported  at  Hamlin 
Beach  S.P,  near  Rochester,  NY  18  Mar 
(RSp).  Eight  Little  Gulls  included  one  at 
Chazy  31  May  for  the  2nd  Clinton,  NY 
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Loggerhead  Shrike  has  become  a  very  rare  bird  in 
New  Jersey  in  recent  times,  and  some  reports  of  the 
species  may  in  fact  refer  to  Northern  Shrike.  This 
subadult  Loggerhead  at  Big  Brook  Preserve,  Marlboro, 
Monmouth  County  24  March  2005  was  commendably 
well  documented.  Photograph  by  Scott  Elowitz. 

record  (BK,  Charles  Mitchell).  During  the 
northeasterly  storm  of  26  May,  3000+ 
Common  and  2  Arctic  Terns  aggregated  at 
Sandy  Hook  (MF);  other  Arctic  Terns  were 
seen  inland:  a  single  at  Palmyra,  NJ  25-26 
May  (Frank  Windfelder,  JZ)  and  2  at  near¬ 
by  Pettys  1.,  NJ  26  May  (JD,  Matt  Mc- 
Court).  As  with  phalaropes,  the  inunda¬ 
tion  of  Arctic  Terns  in  late  May  occurred 
primarily  in  New  England.  Roseate  Terns 
are  appearing  with  increasing  frequency 
away  from  breeding  localities  during 
spring.  About  14  were  reported  at  Sandy 
Hook  in  May,  and  others  were  seen  at  Cape 
May  12  May  and  at  Indian  River  Inlet,  Sus¬ 
sex,  DE  24  May  (CB).  A  Common  Murre 


was  found  dead  at  Moriches  28  Mar 
(MW),  and  a  live  one  was  at  Robert  Moses 
S.P.  26  May  (Joan  Quinlan).  Common 
Murres  have  been  increasing  and  extend¬ 
ing  their  nonbreeding  range  southward  in 
recent  years.  A  Thick-billed  Murre  was  at 
Shark  River  Inlet,  Monmouth,  NJ  16  Mar. 
Hundreds  of  Dovekies  were  seen  in  pelag¬ 
ic  waters  off  the  Delmarva  Peninsula  in 
early  Mar,  and  an  emaciated  Dovekie  was 
found  on  Quogue  Beach,  NY  4  Apr  (Gini 
Frati,  fide  HM).  Counts  of  Razorbill  in¬ 
cluded  48  off  New  Jersey  6  Mar  (PG  et  al.) 
and  20  off  Montauk  9  Apr  (K.  Ruben- 
stein).  Five  Atlantic  Puffins  were  seen  on 
the  6  Mar  pelagic  trip  (PG,  m.ob.).  These 
records  of  less-common  alcids  in  our  Re¬ 
gion  follow  a  winter  of  exceptional  influx¬ 
es  (especially  of  murres)  into  New  Eng¬ 
land  waters. 

DOVES  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Two  or  3  White-winged  Doves  were  found 
this  spring,  one  at  Two  mile  Beach,  Cape 
May  10  May  (Cliff  Bernzucking)  and  one 
or  2  at  Silver  Creek  and  Portland,  Chau¬ 
tauqua,  NY  8-9  May  (Marilyn  O’Connell, 
m.ob.).  While  fewer  than  the  5  reported 
last  spring,  these  are  certainly  indicative  of 
continuing  expansion  in  this  species.  Six 
Eurasian  Collared-Doves  were  reported 
from  the  population  at  Selbyville,  DE  in 
Apr;  of  more  interest  were  single  migrants 
seen  at  Sandy  Hook  12-24  May  (Jack  Mc¬ 
Kee,  NK),  at  Nummy’s  I.,  Cape  May,  NJ  15 
May  (Jeff  Climpson,  Blais  Brancheau),  and 
at  Cape  May  21  May  (GM).  The  clustering 
of  records  in  mid-May  is  noteworthy. 
Twenty-six  Short-eared  Owls  were  at 
Porter,  Niagara,  NY  13  Mar,  and  about  16 
others  were  found  Regionwide.  Ten  mi¬ 
grant  Long-eared  Owls  were  at  Nine  Mile 
Pt.,  Monroe,  NY  1  Apr;  15  were  banded  at 
Manitou  Beach,  Monroe,  NY  in  Mar.  A  pair 
of  Long-eareds  had  2  fledged  young  at 


Amherst  S.P,  Buffalo,  NY  by  28  May 
(Richard  Salembier),  and  a  territorial  bird 
was  heard  at  Big  Stone  Beach,  Kent,  DE 
9-16  May  (AG,  APE),  certainly  the  s.  limit 
of  nesting  on  the  East  Coast.  Five  Snowy 
Owls  remained  into  the  spring,  the  latest 
staying  until  1 1  Apr  at  Cape  May.  Twenty- 
three  Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  were  band¬ 
ed  at  Manitou  Beach  in  Mar.  The  Great 
Gray  Owl  at  Cape  Vincent,  Jefferson  re¬ 
mained  until  12  May,  the  2nd  latest  ever 
recorded  for  New  York.  The  Wilson,  Nia¬ 
gara,  NY  Boreal  Owl  remained  until  18 
Mar  (BP,  Marj  Partridge).  A  Chuck-wills- 
widow  at  W.  Monroe,  Oswego,  NY  21  May+ 
provided  the  2nd  record  for  that  area  (KM, 
BP,  CSp).  Continuing  their  northward 
march,  Red-bellied  Woodpeckers  were 
found  unusually  far  n.  at  Long  L.,  Hamil¬ 
ton,  NY  26  Apr-13  May  (JM)  and  at  Crown 
Point,  Essex,  NY  (GL).  About  25  Red-head¬ 
ed  Woodpeckers  were  reported  following 
the  big  flight  of  last  fall. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  THRUSHES 

Flights  of  passerines  occurred  18  &  20-21 
Apr  at  Sandy  Hook,  10  May  at  Derby  Hill, 
and  12-15  May  in  New  York  City  parks 
and  on  Long  Island.  A  count  of  100+  East¬ 
ern  Phoebes  at  Sandy  Hook  31  Mar  was 
large;  an  Acadian  Flycatcher  at  Wilson,  Ni¬ 
agara,  NY  10  May  provided  the  “2nd 
record  in  recent  history”  there  (WD,  BP). 
Ten  Alder  Flycatchers  at  Sandy  Hook  28 
May  (TBo,  SB,  LM)  was  a  good  count  of 
this  late  migrant.  Single  Scissor-tailed  Fly¬ 
catchers  were  at  Greystone,  Wayne,  NY  12 
May  (X.  King)  and  at  Pomona,  near  At¬ 
lantic  City,  NJ  17  May  (ph.  JD). 

A  Loggerhead  Shrike  spent  nearly  three 
weeks  in  suitable  breeding  habitat  in  Marl¬ 
boro,  Monmouth,  NJ  22  Mar-10  Apr  (Bill 
Resotko,  Joe  Carragher,  Anne  Galli).  This 
species  has  become  a  genuine  rarity  in  the 
Region  over  the  past  several  decades. 
Three  or  possibly  4  Philadelphia  Vireos  at 
Sandy  Hook  15  May  provided  a  high  sin¬ 
gle-day  count  for  New  Jersey  in  spring 
(TBo,  SB,  PB,  LM),  and  a  Red-eyed  Vireo 
was  early  at  Higbee  Beach  29  Mar  (CV). 
Common  Ravens  continue  to  expand  their 
range  southward  and  into  more  urbanized 
areas;  ravens  at  the  Schenectady  Interna¬ 
tional  Chemical  Manufacturing  plant  were 
seen  killing  ad.  Rock  Pigeons  nesting  on 
the  plant  building  (RPY).  A  flock  of  300 
Horned  Larks  at  Riverhead,  NY  2  Mar 
(Dan  Heglund)  was  notable;  a  more  abun¬ 
dant  bird  in  upstate  areas,  2200  larks  were 
seen  at  Braddock  Bay  31  Mar  (DT).  On  the 
same  day  at  Braddock  Bay,  Dave  Tetlow 
counted  3600  American  Pipits.  Early  Cliff 
and  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows 
were  seen  at  Allendale,  Bergen,  NJ  29  Mar 
(Jeff  Fanning).  Indicative  of  the  cold  and 


The  outstanding  ornithological  event  of  the  spring  in  our  area  was  the  incursion  of  southern  passerines,  especial¬ 
ly  warblers  but  also  Summer  Tanagers,  Orchard  Orioles,  Indigo  Buntings,  and  Blue  Grosbeaks.  A  full  accounting  for 
the  downstate  New  York  area  will  appear  in  the  next  issue  of  The  Kingbird  (Lindsay,  P.  J„  and  S.  S.  Mitra.  2005.  An  un¬ 
precedented  spring  incursion  of  southeastern  North  American  landbirds  to  coastal  New  York .);  New  Jersey  Birds  will  treat 
that  state's  influx. 

A  rare  species  n.  of  s.  New  Jersey  in  the  Region,  26  Prothonotary  Warblers  were  found  on  Long  I.,  in  New  York  City,  and  in 
n.  New  Jersey,  all  between  30  Mar  and  14  Apr.  As  is  true  of  many  species  in  well-monitored  migrant  traps  like  Central  Park, 
these  birds  were  probably  detected  on  or  near  their  date  of  arrival;  and  as  appeared  to  be  the  case  with  most  southern  va¬ 
grants  this  season,  these  arrival  dates  showed  no  connection  with  the  passage  of  low-pressure  systems.  In  the  same  areas, 
16  Yellow-throated  Warblers  were  found,  beginning  6  Apr  (the  last  found  30  May),  with  peak  arrivals  15-20  Apr  and  15-18 
May.  Moreover,  this  species  was  noted  as  appearing  in  new  breeding  localities  in  Delaware  and  s.  New  Jersey.  About  30  Hood¬ 
ed  and  33  Worm-eating  Warblers  were  found  on  Long  I.  and  New  York  City,  away  from  breeding  locations,  and  13  Kentucky 
Warblers  were  found  22  Apr-13  May.  Five  Swainson's  Warblers  were  detected  in  downstate  New  York:  Forest  Park,  Queens, 
12-17  Apr  (Jean  Loscalzo,  m.ob.);  Hempstead  Lake  S.P.,  Nassau  1  May  (Matt  Bayer,  AWr,  m.ob.);  Central  Park  6-8  May  (Jim 
Demes,  TF);  Cutchogue,  Suffolk  12  May  (Paul  Gillen);  and  Great  Kills  Park,  Richmond  27  May.  One  at  Milford,  DE  27-31  May 
was  the  "first  local  record  in  30-40  years"  (Jeff  Gordon)  and  seen  by  many,  thanks  to  the  generosity  of  its  finder. 
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wet  spring  weather  were  20  Tree  Swallows 
found  dead  in  120  nest  boxes  checked  in 
Waterford,  Sarasota ,  NY  in  Apr  (RPY).  The 
only  Sedge  Wrens  reported  were  singles  in 
Forest  Park,  Queens,  NY  9  May  (Eric 
Miller)  and  at  Sharon,  Schoharie,  NY  18 
May  (PDo).  Townsend’s  Solitaires  were 
seen  at  Wilson,  Niagara,  NY  12  Apr  (BP, 
WD)  and  at  Jones  Beach  29  May  (Dave 
Gardner,  Jim  Heideker,  ph.).  A  singing 
Bicknell’s  Thrush  and  10  Gray-cheeked 
Thrushes  at  Sandy  Hook  19  May  made  for 
a  nice  morning  (PB  et  al.).  Six  hundred  Bo¬ 
hemian  Waxwings  were  in  Everett  Or¬ 
chards,  Peru,  NY  8  Mar  (Eric  Teed,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Fitts)  for  the  2nd  highest  state  total 
ever;  another  100  were  at  the  Chateaugay, 
Franklin,  NY  through  23  Mar  (Mary  Hu- 
miston). 

WARBLERS 

Other  than  the  unprecedented  incursion  of 
southern  warblers,  about  7  Orange- 
crowned  Warblers  Regionwide  was  a  bit 
above  average.  Yellow  Warblers  at  Sandy 
Hook  13  Apr  and  at  Alva,  Sussex,  DE  16 
Apr  (Dave  Davidson)  were  a  little  early,  as 
was  a  Northern  Parula  at  Palmyra,  Burling¬ 
ton,  NJ  10  Apr  (FW).  A  Connecticut  War¬ 
bler  at  Watchung,  Somerset, 

NJ  18  May  (Andrew  Lamy; 
m.ob.)  furnished  one  of  very 
few  spring  occurrences  for 
the  Region.  Finally,  a  very 
likely  Mourning  Warbler  x 
Common  Yellowthroat  hy¬ 
brid  was  photographed  at 
Garret  Mt.,  NJ  where  it  was 
present  17  May+  (SE,  m.ob.). 

TANAGERS THROUGH 
FINCHES 

Some  23  Summer  Tanagers 
appeared  in  downstate  New 
York  and  n.  New  Jersey  be¬ 
ginning  7  Apr  (the  bulk  ar¬ 
rived  26  Apr-15  May);  this 
is  the  largest  spring  total  on 
record.  Two  Western  Tan¬ 
agers  were  found:  one  fe¬ 
male  at  Garret  Mt.  10  May 
(Bruce  McWhorter,  Ed 
Borowik)  and  a  male  in  For¬ 
est  Park,  Queens,  NY  12 
May  (Al  Ott).  Dickcissels 
were  more  numerous  than 
average:  4  were  on  territory 
in  Harrison,  Kent,  DE  begin¬ 
ning  17  May  (CB,  JWR),  and 
7  others  were  seen  at  coastal 
locations,  4  of  those  12-14 
May.  The  Erma,  NJ  Painted  Bunting  con¬ 
tinued  until  22  Apr,  and  a  female  was  seen 
at  Sandy  Hook  9-10  May  (TBo,  SE).  Rose¬ 
breasted  Grosbeaks  and  Indigo  Buntings 


were  widely  reported  in  late  Apr  and  early 
May,  although  it  was  difficult  to  quantify 
their  abundance.  Many  of  these  early  mi¬ 
grants  appeared  at  feeders  or  were  ob¬ 


served  hopping  about  on  lawns.  A  Blue 
Grosbeak  was  far  n.  at  Athens,  Green,  NY 
8  May  (Jeremy  Taylor),  and  about  10  were 
found  on  the  coast  n.  of  s.  New  Jersey  26 


Apr+.  A  Lark  Sparrow  wintering  at  Porter, 
Niagara,  NY  remained  until  12  Mar  (Vic¬ 
toria  Rothman,  WW).  A  Clay-colored 
Sparrow  was  found  at  Sandy  Hook  11-13 
May  (SB),  and  9  or  more  were  reported  in 
upstate  New  York  in  May.  A  Harris’s  Spar¬ 
row  was  at  Derby  Hill  11  May  (GP,  m.ob.). 
A  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  was  at  Hills¬ 
borough  Twp.  13  Mar  (Bob  Devin),  and  2 
in  Delaware  included  a  young  male  at 
New  Castle  13  May  (Dan  Atkinson)  and  a 
female  at  Frankfurt,  Sussex  26  May  (John 
Young).  Thirty  Common  Redpolls  were  at 
Pompey,  NY  13  Mar,  and  1 20  were  at  Lake 
Placid  (Larry  Master);  singles  appeared  s. 
to  W.  Milford,  Passaic,  NJ  2  Mar  and  Wad¬ 
ing  River,  NY  26  Mar.  A  Hoary  Redpoll 
was  reported  at  Pompey  7-13  Mar  (D. 
Crumb,  M.  Resch).  A  European 
Goldfinch,  probably  a  former  captive,  was 
at  Pembroke,  NY  4  Apr  (DAB).  Two  hun¬ 
dred  Red  Crossbills  at  Follensby  Clear 
Pond,  Franklin,  NY  (Charlcie  Delehanty) 
constituted  the  largest  aggregation  report¬ 
ed. 

Observers  (subregional  compilers  in 
boldface):  George  Armistead,  Deborah 
Allen  (Central  Park,  New  York  City),  Pete 
Bacinski  (New  Jersey),  Scott  Barnes 
(North  Coast  Region,  NJ:  Sandy  Hook 
Bird  Observatory,  RO.  Box  553,  Ft.  Han¬ 
cock,  NJ  07732),  Chris  Bennett  ( Sussex , 
DE:  Cape  Henlopen  S.P.,  42  Cape  Hen- 
lopen  Dr.,  Lewes,  DE  19958),  Gail  Ben¬ 
son,  Michael  Bochnik  (Hudson- 
Delaware,  NY:  86  Empire  St.,  Yonkers,  NY 
10704),  Tom  Boyle  (TBo),  Thomas  W. 
Burke  (New  York  R.B.A.),  Vicki  Busta- 
mente,  Cohn  D.  Campbell,  Richard  Cross- 


Records  of  Harris'  Sparrow  appear  to  be  on  the  increase  in  the  East  since  about 
1990.  This  bird  at  Derby  Hill,  Oswego  County,  New  York  was  photographed  by  the 
local  hawkwatch's  redoubtable  counter  on  11  May  2005.  Photograph  by  Gerard  Phillips. 
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HUDSON -DELAWARE 


CATS  INDOORS! 

The  Campaign  for  Saff.r  Birds  &  Cats 


WHAT  DO 
INDOOR 
CATS  MISS? 

★  Killing  Birds 

★  Getting  Lost 

★  Getting  Stolen 

★  Getting  Hit  ByA  Car 

★  Fatal  Feline  Diseases 

★  Dog  Attacks 

★  Abcesses 

★  Worms 

★  Fleas 

★  Ticks 


Protect  cats,  birds, 
and  other  wildlife  by 
keeping  cats  indoors! 

For  more  information,  contact: 

AMERICAN  BIRD 
CONSERVANCY 

Cats  Indoors! 

The  Campaign  for  SaferBirdsand  Cats 
1834  Jefferson  Place,  NW 
Washington,  DC  20036 
Phone:  202-452-1535; 
Fax:202-452-1534; 

E-mail:  abc@abcbirds.or  g; 

Web:  www.abcbirds.org 


American 


Bird 

ONSERVANCY 


Search  our 
online  database 

www.americanbirding.org/ 

festivals 


American  Bird ing 

ASSOCIATION 


ley,  Willie  D’Anna,  Roger  Daigle,  Mike 
Davids,  Dave  Davidson,  Glen  Davis,  Dean 
DiTommaso  (DDi),  Peter  Doherty,  Jim 
Dowdell,  Paul  Driver  (sw.  New  Jersey: 
915  Melrose  Ave.,  Elkins  Park,  PA  19027), 
Andrew  P.  Ednie  (New  Castle  and  Kent, 
DE:  59  Lawson  Ave.,  Claymont,  DE 
19703),  Vince  Elia  (South  Coast  and 
Delaware  Bay  Regions,  NJ:  CMBO  R&E 
Center,  600  Rte.  47  North,  Cape  May 
Courthouse,  NJ  08120),  Scott  Elowitz, 
Mike  Fahay,  Tom  Fiore,  Mark  S.  Garland 
(Cape  May,  NJ),  Paul  Gillen,  John  Gluth, 
Kevin  C.  Griffith  (Genessee  Region,  NY: 
61  Grandview  Lane,  Rochester,  NY 
14612),  Anthony  Gonzon,  Paul  Guris,  Ar¬ 
mas  E.  Hill  (Philadelphia  Birdline),  Ners¬ 
es  Kazanjian,  Sandra  Keller,  Sam  Kelling 
(SaK),  Seth  Kelling  (SeK),  Chip  Krilowicz, 
Bill  Krueger,  Robert  J.  Kurtz,  Laurie  Lar¬ 
son  (New  Jersey),  Anthony  J.  Lauro,  Gary 
Lee,  Paul  E.  Lehman,  Frank  Lenik  (FkL), 
Fred  Lesser,  Patricia  Lindsay  (Coastal  NY: 
28  Mystic  Circle,  Bay  Shore,  NY  11706), 
Glen  C.  Lovelace,  Karl  Lukens,  Linda 
Mack,  Dave  Magpiong,  Stuart  Malmid, 
Wendy  Malmid,  Kevin  McGann,  Jay  Mc¬ 
Gowan,  Hugh  McGuinness  (Eastern  L.I., 
NY:  P.O.  Box  3005,  Southampton,  NY 
11969),  Shai  Mitra  (Coastal  NY:  Biology 
Department,  College  of  Staten  Island, 
2800  Victory  Blvd.,  Staten  Island,  NY 
10314),  Mike  Morgante  (Niagara  Frontier 
Region,  NY:  Briar  Hill  Road,  Orchard 
Park,  NY  14127),  James  Murray,  George 
Myers,  Dave  Neveau,  Michael  O’Brien, 
Bill  Ostrander  (Finger  Lakes  Region,  NY: 
80  Westmont  Ave.,  Elmira,  NY  14904), 
Jim  Pawlicki,  John  M.  C.  Peterson 
(Adirondack-Champlain  Region,  NY:  477 
County  Rte.  8,  Elizabethtown,  NY  12932), 
Gerard  Phillips,  Betsy  Potter,  Bill  Purcell 
(Oneida  Lake  Basin,  NY:  281  Baum  Road, 
Hastings,  NY  13076),  Rick  Radis  (Pied¬ 
mont  Region,  NJ:  69  Ogden  Ave.,  Rock- 
away,  NJ  07866),  Frank  Rohrbacher, 
Joseph  W.  Russell,  S.  Rutkowski,  Tom 
Salo  (Susquehanna  Region,  NY:  5145 
State  Highway  51,  W.  Burlington,  NY 
13482),  Mickey  Scilingo,  Frank  Sencher 
(nw.  New  Jersey:  43  Church  Road,  Mil¬ 
ford,  NJ  08848),  Matt  Sharp,  Ed  Sigda, 
Sam  Skinner,  T.  Smart,  Chris  Spagnoli, 
Robert  Spahn  (RSp;  Genessee  Ornitholog¬ 
ical  Society),  Susan  Spahn,  T.  Sudol,  David 
E  Suggs,  Clay  Sutton,  Pat  Sutton  (Cape 
May  B.O.),  W.  Symonds,  David  Tetlow, 
Sam  Tyler,  Matt  Victoria,  Chris  Vogel, 
Mike  Wasilco,  William  Watson,  George 
Wenzelburger,  J.  Williams,  Angus  Wilson, 
Frank  Windfelder,  Alvin  Wollin  (AWo), 
Seth  Woollney,  Andy  Wraithmell  (AWr), 
Will  Yandik  (Hudson-Mohawk  NY:  269 
Schneider  Road,  Hudson,  NY  12534), 
Robert  R  Yunick,  Jim  Zamos.  O 
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The  spring  season  passed  without 
unusual  trends.  Migration  was  con¬ 
sidered  average  inland,  poor  on  the 
coast  (often  the  lament  in  spring),  but  some 
migrants  were  recorded  in  above-average 
numbers  and  some  were  quite  early,  owing 
to  a  warm  late  March  through  mid-April. 
Cooler  weather  later  in  the  period  slowed 
migration  considerably,  and  a  late-May 
coastal  storm  produced  a  tremendous  on¬ 
shore  wind  that  probably  halted  migration 
for  most  species  and  moved  some  pelagics 
inshore,  but  we  did  not  receive  reports  of 
seawatching  from  that  period.  Kites,  ibises, 
and  doves  continue  to  share  spring  head¬ 
lines  with  tarrying  Red-necked  Grebes  and 
nesting  Common  Mergansers,  but  a  very 
early  (and  rare-in-spring)  Baird’s  Sandpiper, 
the  Region’s  first  Mottled  Duck,  and  the  Re¬ 
gion’s  first  photographed  Eurasian  Whim- 
brel  were  well-documented  additional 
highlights. 

Abbreviations:  Bay  (Chesapeake  Bay); 
Black.  (Blackwater  N.W.R.,  Dorchester,  MD) 
Blandy  (Blandy  Experimental  Farm/Virginia 
State  Arborteum,  Clarke );  C.B.B.T.  (Chesa¬ 
peake  Bay  Bridge-Tunnel,  s.  of  Northampton , 
VA);  D.C.  (District  of  Columbia); 
E.S.V.N.W.R.  (Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia 
N.W.R.);  Hart  (Hart-Miller  I.,  Baltimore, 
MD);  K.A.G.  (Kenilworth  Aquatic  Gardens, 
D.C.);  Kipt.  (Kiptopeke  S.R,  Northampton, 
VA);  Pickering  Cr.  (Pickering  Cr.  Audubon 
Center,  Talbot,  MD). 

LOONS  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

A  Pacific  Loon  was  at  Kerr  Res.,  Mecklen¬ 
burg,  VA  10  Apr,  where  one  was  reported  in 
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late  winter  2004  (ph.  AD,  MRB,  John  Fox). 
Good  counts  of  Red-throated  Loons  away 
from  the  Atlantic  were  416  seen  18  Mar  on 
the  Potomac  R.  from  Westmoreland,  VA  in 
Charles,  MD  (FA)  and  95  seen  26  Mar  from 
Eastern  Neck  N.W.R.  in  the  upper  Bay,  Kent, 
MD  (WGE,  NLM).  A  Red-throated  Loon 
was  displaying  and  calling  at  Kipt.  26  Mar, 
behavior  seldom  observed  at  this  latitude 


r  Since  the  winter  invasion  in  2003,  Red-necked  Grebe  reports  have  not  returned  to  the  usual  few-per-year  levels.  Nor 
:  i\  have  most  reports  been  from  the  outer  coasts,  as  in  the  past.  No  fewer  than  1 2  reports  this  spring  spanned  6  Mar-23 
Apr  from  locations  on  inland  lakes  and  rivers,  on  the  middle  and  upper  Bay,  and  on  the  ocean  coast.  Only  one  of  these  reports 
came  from  the  location  of  a  winter  2004-2005  report.  It  seems  possible  that  some  individuals  of  this  species  are  now  using 
migration  routes  first  taken  during  2003. 


Table  1.  Spring  2005  reports  of  Red-necked  Grebe  in  Maryland  and  Virginia. 

Date 

Location 

Number 

Observer(s) 

1-19  Mar 

C.B.B.T. 

1-3 

m.ob. 

1-5  Mar 

Fisherman  Inlet,  Northampton,  VA 

1 

ESB 

6-10  Mar 

Potomac  R.,  Montgomery,  MD 

1 

DCz 

6  Mar 

Tred  Avon  R.,  Talbot,  MD 

1 

JB 

12-30  Mar 

Triadelphia  Res.,  Howard,  MD 

1 

SA,  RS,  MH 

14  Mar 

L.  Anna,  Louisa,  VA 

1 

MRB 

16  Mar 

Rocky  Pt.  Park,  Baltimore,  MD 

2 

JM 

17  Mar 

Northeast  Cr.  Res.,  Louisa,  VA 

1 

CMS 

23  Mar 

Bachelor  Pt.  boatyard,  Talbot,  MD 

1 

JB 

24-26  Mar 

near  Port  Deposit,  Cecil,  MD 

1-2 

MH,  MB,  RFR 

27  Mar 

Big  Pool,  Washington,  VA 

1 

JH 

1-8  Apr 

Centennial  L.,  Howard,  MD 

1 

JuneTveekrem,  JSo 

6  Apr 

Belmont  Bay,  Fairfax,  VA 

1 

KGa 

23  Apr 

Cambridge,  Dorchester,  MD 

1 

JH 

Todd  M.  Day 

5118  Beaver  Dam  Road 
Jeffersonton,  Virginia  22724 
(blkvulture@aol.com) 


(ESB).  Five  other  Red-throated  Loon  reports 
of  note  were  2  at  L.  Anna,  Louisa,  VA  15  Mar 
(MRB);  2  at  Violette’s  Lock  on  the  Potomac 
R.,  Montgomery,  MD  23  Apr  (DCz);  one  at 
Staunton,  VA  30  Apr  (AL);  one  at  Jefferson 
Patterson  Park,  Calvert,  MD  21  May  (KL); 
and  one  at  Patuxent  R.  Naval  Air  Station, 
Saint  Mary’s,  MD  22  May  (SA).  Inland  sight¬ 
ings  of  Common  Loons  are  common,  but  it 
seems  that  there  is  a  window  of  several  days 
each  spring  in  which  double-  and  some¬ 
times  triple-digit  counts  are  reported  from 
across  the  Region,  often  groups  of  birds 
grounded  by  foul  weather.  This  spring,  the 
window  was  23-24  Apr  at  several  locations, 
but  no  counts  above  27  (RC,  MJ,  TMD, 
SAH)  were  noted.  A  count  of  45  at  L.  Anna, 
Louisa  15  Mar  (MRB)  probably  represented 
a  mix  of  migrants  and  wintering  birds. 

The  season’s  reports  of  Eared  Grebes  were 
mostly  not  accompanied  by  documentation; 
because  molting  Horned  Grebes  are  routine¬ 
ly  mistaken  for  Eared  (which  do  occur  in 
very  small  numbers  in  spring  in  the  Re¬ 
gion),  observers  should  provide  careful  de¬ 
tails  with  each  report.  S.  Holston  L.,  Wash- 
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Not  only  remarkably  early  but  very  rare  in  spring  anywhere  on  the  East  Coast,  this  Baird's  Sandpiper  was  photographed  8  April  2005  at  Creagerstown,  Maryland.  Photograph  by  Brad  Carlson. 


ington,  VA  is  the  Region’s  only  stronghold 
for  wintering  Eared  Grebes,  and  8  remained 
there  through  at  least  25  Mar  (Carol  &  Rack 
Cross).  Elsewhere,  Virginia  had  a  single  29 
Mar  at  L.  Shenandoah  29  Mar,  the  3rd  for 
Rockingham  (Charles  Ziegenfus,  fide  Jl).  In 
Maryland,  an  Eared  was  at  Ft.  McHenry  17 
Mar  (JP,  fide  KEC)  and  another  at  Hart  26 
Mar  (EJS),  both  Baltimore.  Two  singles 
found  in  May  stayed  into  Jun:  one  at  Jeffer¬ 
son  Patterson  Park,  Calvert ,  MD  14  May  ac¬ 
companied  a  Horned  Grebe  (Dan  Kluza, 
Rhonda  Kranz,  ph.,  GMJ,  KL,  m.ob.;  both 
lingered  through  1  Jun);  and  another  was 
seen  3  May  &  1  Jun  at  Patuxent  River 
N.A.S.  (possibly  2  different  birds;  KR).  The 
previous  late  date  for  Eared  in  Maryland  was 
22  May.  High  counts  of  Horned  Grebes  were 
reported,  with  450  at  Kipt.  6  Mar  (ESB),  50 
inland  on  the  Potomac  R.  at  Seneca,  M ont- 
gomery,  MD  25  Mar  (DCz),  and  225  at  Ft. 
Smallwood,  Baltimore  6  Apr  (SR). 

Bell,  aboard  a  research  vessel  at  the  Con¬ 
tinental  Shelf  in  Virginia,  noted  3  Northern 
Fulmars  3  May  and  5  record-early  Cory’s 
Shearwaters  4  May;  34  fulmars  were  off  Vir¬ 
ginia  Beach  5  Mar  (JBP  et  al.).  An  estimated 
1500  Northern  Gannets  were  seen  on  the 
York  R.,  York ,  VA  20  Mar  (Joyce  &  Hayes 
Williams);  one  was  well  upriver  on  the 


Nansemond  28  Mar  at  the  US  17  Bridge  at 
Newport  News  (CLW);  and  41  were  off  Fer¬ 
ry  Neck,  Talbot  9  Apr  (HTA,  LA).  An  Amer¬ 
ican  White  Pelican  flew  over  the 
E.S.V.N.W.R.  2  May  (TMD,  Kate  Day).  Two 
Great  Cormorants  were  on  the  Nanticoke  R. 
at  Roaring  Pt.,  Wicomico,  MD  6  Mar  (SHD). 
Four  Anhingas  were  seen  on  the  Blackwater 
R.,  Southampton,  VA  25  Apr  (Richard  Daub); 
this  general  vicinity  in  Virginia  has  been 
suspected  as  a  potential  breeding  area,  but 
the  inaccessibility  of  most  lakes  makes 
searching  for  nests  very  difficult.  Single 
American  Bitterns  were  reported  26  Mar-4 
May,  with  seemingly  more  frequency  than  in 
springs  past,  and  from  at  least  six  locations 
where  they  are  not  known  to  breed;  a  stand¬ 
out  from  these  reports  was  one  at  K.A.G.  30 
May  (PP,  RH).  Yellow-crowned  Night- 
Herons  returned  to  historic  breeding  loca¬ 
tions  at  Sligo  Cr.,  Montgomery,  MD  and  at 
Leakin  Park,  Baltimore,  MD  (Tom  Stock; 
E&PK);  the  species  was  also  noted  at  an  in¬ 
land  breeding  location  at  Fishburn  Park, 
Roanoke,  VA  (Carol  Davit,  Mike  Leahy,  fide 
Alyce  Quinn).  One  or  2  were  at  K.A.G.  15 
May  (PP).  A  White-faced  Ibis  was  at  Chine. 
29  Apr,  an  annual  location  since  2001  for 
this  species,  though  this  year  reports  were 
scarce  (Jake  &  Ellen  Jacobson). 


Several  observers  throughout  the  Region 
noted  large  northbound  flights  of  Tundra 
Swans  4-19  Mar,  with  numbers  ranging 
from  several  hundred  to  a  thousand  or 
more.  A  Trumpeter  Swan  found  1 1  Apr  at 
Forest  Hill,  Harford,  MD  was  linked  to  an 
Ontario  reintroduction  program  by  its  wing 
tag  (MLH).  Seven  Snow  Geese  lingered  n.  of 
Millington,  Kent,  MD  7-14  May,  though  it 
was  the  imm.  Greater  White-fronted  Goose 
with  them  that  set  a  late  record  for  Mary¬ 
land  (WGE,  RFR,  NLM,  Peter  Mann);  very 
late  was  another  Snow  Goose  at  K.A.G.  30 
May-6  Jun  (PP,  RH),  as  well  as  6  others  at 
Hurlock  S.T.P.,  Dorchester  14  May  (RFR, 
Jared  Sparks).  Another  Greater  White-front¬ 
ed  was  at  Leeds  Cr.,  Talbot,  MD  9  Mar  (LR). 
A  Ross’s  Goose  was  at  Great  Oak  Pond,  Kent 
12  Mar  (HH).  The  6  nominate  Cackling 
Geese  that  wintered  at  Bells  Lane,  Augusta, 
VA  were  last  reported  11  Mar  (AL);  four  re¬ 
ports  of  this  race  came  from  Maryland:  8  at 
Pickering  Cr.;  one  at  Great  Oak  Pond  and 
one  at  Eastern  Neck  N.W.R.,  both  Kent  on 
12  Mar  (all  HH);  another  was  along  Paul 
Friend  Rd.,  Garrett  26  Mar  (BH,  JB).  A  good 
count  for  mid-May  was  23  Brant  at  Skimmer 
I.,  Worcester,  MD  14  May  (N&FS). 

In  Virginia,  a  Mottled  Duck  was  found 
25  Mar  in  a  marshy  area  near  the  songbird 
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banding  station  at  First  Landing  S.P.,  Vir¬ 
ginia  Beach  but  was  not  seen  again  (p.a., 
tJRu);  if  accepted,  it  would  represent  the 
first  record  for  the  Region.  North  Carolina 
had  multiple  reports  of  the  species  (its 
first)  this  season,  thought  to  be  wanderers 
from  the  expanding  South  Carolina  popu¬ 
lation.  Three  drake  Eurasian  Wigeons  that 
wintered  in  the  Region  were  reported  in 
spring:  E.S.V.N.W.R.  through  25  Mar; 
Ridgeway  Park,  Hampton,  VA  through  8 
Apr  (Ben  Copeland);  and  Great  Marsh  Park 
on  the  Choptank  R.,  Dorchester,  MD 
through  11  Mar  (Levin  Willey).  New  sight¬ 
ings  were  5-6  Mar  at  the  Chesapeake  Bay 
Environmental  Center,  Queen  Annes,  MD 
(KGr,  RFR)  and  Rock  Hall,  Kent  1 1-12  Mar 
(JB).  A  drake  Northern  Shoveler  was  on  a 
pond  off  Oak  Grove  Rd.,  Cecil  24-25  May 
(Glen  Lovelace).  A  drake  Common 
(Eurasian  Green-winged)  Teal  was  found 
3 1  Mar  at  Pickering  Cr.  and  seen  through  9 
Apr  (p.a.,  tDave  Curson,  ZB,  Danny  Poet, 
m.ob.).  Canvasbacks  were  reported  three 
times  in  May:  one  at  Fishing  Bay,  Dorch¬ 
ester  14  May  (HTA,  HEW,  LD);  one  at  Dyke 
Marsh,  Faitfax,  VA  15  May  (Glenn  Koppel, 
Mary  Alice  Koeneke);  and  one  at  Hart  28 
May  (EJS  et  al.).  Three  Common  Eiders 

I  were  seen  from  North  Haven  Beach,  Math¬ 
ews,  VA  21  Mar  (Randy  &  S.  LaPorte).  A 
King  Eider  found  at  Kipt.  27  Feb  was  seen 
through  26  Mar  (Butch  Pearce,  ESB).  The 
Harlequin  Ducks  that  wintered  along  the 
C.B.B.T.  were  last  reported  19  Mar,  with  6 
seen  (JK,  KG).  A  fine  count  of  593  Long¬ 
tailed  Ducks  (and  over  200  Horned 
Grebes)  was  made  in  the  sheltered  waters 
and  shellfish  beds  w.  of  Hog  I.,  Northamp¬ 
ton  22  Mar  (ESB  et  al.).  Of  nine  reports  of 
inland  Long-tailed  Ducks,  eight  were  26 
Mar-2  Apr,  the  outlier  being  13  Mar.  Of 
these,  most  were  of  3-5  individuals,  with 
one  single,  and  a  high  count  of  8  found  29 
Mar  at  L.  Shenandoah,  Rockingham  (JI).  A 
White-winged  Scoter  was  at  Rocky  Gap 
S.P.,  Allegany  27  Mar;  2  Surf  Scoters  were 
there  29  Apr  (JBC,  Ray  Kiddy).  Three  Surf 
Scoters  were  at  Jennings  Randolph  L.,  Gar¬ 
rett  26  Mar  (JB),  and  2  were  at  Cunning¬ 
ham  Falls  S.P.,  Frederick,  MD  6  Apr  (ph. 
Patricia  Hetrick). 

In  spring  2004,  Common  Mergansers 
were  discovered  breeding  for  only  the  6th 
time  in  the  Region  along  the  Potomac  R.  be¬ 
tween  Fairfax,  VA  and  Montgomery,  MD. 
This  spring  the  same  location  had  reports  of 
ad.  birds  late  Apr-8  May;  on  the  latter  date, 
an  ad.  was  seen  from  Riverbend  Park,  Fair¬ 
fax  with  9  young  (Ray  Morath).  On  12  May, 
a  hen  with  17  young  was  seen,  suggesting 
perhaps  two  broods  (ph.  Dorothy  Telia).  On 
14  May,  a  pair  with  3  or  4  young  was  found 
upstream  of  Pennyfield  Lock,  Montgomery 
(Ralph  Wall).  Other  sightings  of  the  species 


in  the  Region  were  2  hens  on  the  South  R. 
12  May  near  Crimora,  Rockingham  (Dan 
Cristol  et  al.),  and  a  hen  at  Blairs  Valley  L., 
plus  a  pair  at  Indian  Springs  fishing  pond, 
both  15  May,  both  Washington,  MD  (JLS,  EB, 
MB).  (A  previously  unpublished  report  of 
full  grown  young  with  ad.  females  comes 
from  the  Monocacy  R.,  w.  of  Detour,  Carroll, 
MD  in  spring  2004  [fide  RFR].)  Hooded 
Mergansers  were  again  noted  breeding  in  s. 
Fauquier,  VA  this  year,  likely  two  breeding 
pairs,  as  different-sized  young  were  noted 
28  Apr  at  Chester  Phelps  W.M.A.  (TMD, 
SAH).  A  hen  Hooded  and  2  small  young 
were  seen  at  McKee-Beshers  W.M.A. ,  Mont¬ 
gomery,  MD  21  Apr  (Paul  Woodward). 


Some  85  Red-breasted  Mergansers  were  tal¬ 
lied  at  Carvins  Cove,  Botetourt  20  Mar 
(MP),  a  fine  count  for  the  Valley.  At  Cove 
Rd.,  Wicomico,  1800  Ruddy  Ducks  were 
found  24  Mar  (C&DB). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

As  each  year  passes,  Mississippi  Kites  be¬ 
come  more  expected  and  thus  more  difficult 
to  track  accurately.  The  first  report  this 
year — of  a  subad.  e.  of  Emporia,  Greensville, 
VA  16  Apr  (BTe) — came  two  weeks  earlier 
than  any  previous  record.  The  Eastern  Shore 
of  Virginia  seemed  to  get  more  than  its  usu¬ 
al  share  of  kites  this  spring,  with  the  first 
seen  over  the  E.S.V.N.W.R.  15  May  (BTa) 
and  5-8  there  22  May  (ESB,  GLA),  while  on 
the  same  date  at  least  2  Swallow-tailed 
Kites  were  seen  there  (Sam  Holcomb,  Adam 

^ —————————— —————— — 


Dinuovo  et  al.,  fide  FS).  Another  Swallow¬ 
tailed  Kite  was  seen  near  Exmore,  Accomack 
4  May  (tWes  &  Susan  Brown).  Maryland 
had  four  Swallow-tailed  Kite  reports  proba¬ 
bly  representing  3  individuals:  at  Blue  Mash 
Nature  Center,  Montgomery  9  Apr  (p.a., 
tRS);  at  Hughes  Hollow,  Montgomery  23 
Apr  (p.a.,  John  Williamson,  fide  RS);  and  at 
Cockeysville  and  Roland  Park,  respectively, 
Baltimore  27-28  Apr  (p.a.,  tKGr;  Matt 
Gray).  Maryland  had  seven  Mississippi  Kite 
reports:  an  ad.  1  May  at  Little  Seneca  Res., 
Montgomery  (DCz);  at  Bowie,  Prince 
Georges  1  &  6  May  (SM,  Tom  Beal);  over  I- 
495  near  River  Rd.,  Montgomery  6  May 
(HH);  at  Ft.  Smallwood,  Anne  Arundel  16 


May  (Greg  Smith,  SR);  at  Cockeysville,  Bal¬ 
timore  17  May  (Steve  Simon,  fide  Debbie 
Terry);  and  at  McDonnough  High  School 
near  Port  Tobacco,  Charles  31  May  (ph. 
GMJ).  Virginia  had  five  reports  away  from 
the  Southampton  and  Greensville  areas, 
though  9  in  that  area  28  May  was  a  notable 
count  (TMD,  MD,  SAH,  BL);  others  includ¬ 
ed  2  on  21  May  on  a  Flalifax  farm  where  the 
species  was  first  reported  in  the  1980s  (Jeff 
Blalock);  one  at  Huntley  Meadows  Park, 
Fairfax  22  May  (Suzanne  Malone);  another 
the  same  day  in  Annandale,  Fairfax,  at  a  site 
where  breeding  would  be  confirmed  later  in 
summer  (Stephen  Eccles);  a  subad.  along 
Rte.  617  in  Buckingham  27  May  (David 
Spears);  and  a  subad.  at  Dick  Cross  W.M.A., 
Mecklenburg  29  May  (TMD,  MD,  SAH,  BL). 

A  good  count  of  27  Ospreys  was  noted  22 

——————— ” ” 


A  most  unusual  find  at  the  American  Chestnut  Land  Trust,  Calvert  County,  Maryland  was  this 
Swainson's  Warbler  23  May  2005.  The  species  is  nearly  gone  from  the  state  as  a  breeder  in  the  Pocomoke 
Swamp  and  has  never  been  documented  nesting  in  Calvert  County.  Photograph  by  George  M.  Jett. 
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Apr  at  inland  Carvins  Cove,  Botetourt,  VA 
(MP).  Eighty  Bald  Eagles  were  at  Black.  13 
Mar,  with  57  in  sight  from  one  point  (HTA). 
A  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  was  seen  carrying  a 
rodent  in  the  Grantsville  area,  Garrett; 
breeding  is  suspected  in  this  area,  but  con¬ 
firmations  of  breeding  in  this  species  can  be 
difficult  to  obtain  (E&PK).  A  Northern 
Goshawk  was  at  Black.  6  Mar  ( fide  HTA);  an 
imm.  visited  a  Norfolk,  VA  yard  12  Mar 
(DC1);  and  an  ad.  was  seen  at  Manassas  Na¬ 
tional  Battlefield  Park  17  Apr  (CT).  A  light- 
morph  Rough-legged  Hawk  was  nearly 
record  late  at  Shorter’s  Wharf,  Dorchester  8 
May  (HTA).  Six  Golden  Eagles  spent  the 
winter  in  s.  Dorchester  (Greg  Inskip,  fide 
HTA);  a  juv.  was  reported  3  Mar  at  Henry’s 
Crossroads,  Dorchester,  and  an  ad.  was  at 
Marshall  Pt.  Marsh,  Wicomico  the  same  day 
(both  SHD);  a  subad.  Golden  Eagle  was 
seen  from  Pickering  Cr.  18  Mar  (Fred  Shaf¬ 
fer).  A  veteran  Virginia  raptor  bander 
checked  24  American  Kestrel  boxes  in  Rap¬ 
pahannock  28  May  and  found  21  occupied, 
his  most  successful  season  ever;  87  young 
were  banded  (fide  TMD).  The  College  Cr. 
Hawkwatch  on  the  James  R.  near  Williams¬ 
burg  is  the  only  regular  spring  hawkwatch 
in  Virginia.  In  its  nine-year  history,  its  best 
coverage  came  in  2005,  which  resulted  in 
record-high  counts  of  Osprey  (155)  and 
Cooper’s  Hawks  (41),  and  2nd  best  totals  of 
Bald  Eagles  (81),  Northern  Harriers  (40), 
and  Sharp-shinned  Hawks  (99)  (BTa). 

The  ongoing  chorus  of  veteran  observers 
bemoaning  the  decline  of  Northern  Bob- 
whites  was  heard  throughout  spring.  H.  T. 
Armistead  noted  that  in  some  20  years  of 
running  three  B.B.S.  routes  in  Dorchester, 
hearing  them  on  30  of  50  stops  was  once 
routine.  This  year,  the  total  number  tallied 
14  May  by  two  parties  covering  over  400  km 
and  29  hours  of  daytime  effort  was  6.  The 
Dorchester  May  count  boasted  a  Black  Rail 
14  May,  a  bird  that  flushed  from  a  grassy 
shoulder;  this  species  has  gone  almost  un¬ 
detected  in  Maryland  for  the  past  few  years 
(HEW,  HTA,  LD).  In  Virginia,  King  Rail  was 
again  reported  at  the  Julie  Metz  Wetland 
Mitigation  Bank,  Prince  William  through  the 
spring  (MR).  Another  wetland  mitigation 
site  near  Cedar  Run  on  the  Piedmont  in 
Prince  William  had  at  least  one  vocalizing 
bird  reported  2  May+  (KGa,  JK,  Kim  Pea¬ 
cock);  another  was  with  a  Virginia  Rail  and 
a  Sora  at  Finzel  Swamp,  Garrett  24  Apr  (JB, 
BH,  Mike  Parr).  Rails  away  from  the  coast 
are  always  of  interest.  Two  Virginia  Rails  and 
a  Sora  were  at  Sky  Meadows  S.P,  Fauquier 
(TMD,  SAH,  ICT);  3  Virginia  Rails  and  2  So- 
ras  were  at  Dulles  Wetlands,  Loudoun  (Joe 
Coleman  et  al.);  and  a  Sora  was  at  Blandy 
(Scott  Baron),  all  14  May.  In  Maryland,  2 
Virginia  Rails  and  2  Soras  were  at  Lilipons, 
Frederick  24  Apr  (BH,  RFR),  and  2  ad.  Vir¬ 


ginia  Rails  with  2  chicks  were  noted  there 
29  May  (GM,  BC);  one  Virginia  was  w.  of 
Silver  Run,  Carroll  8  May  (BE);  and  2  were 
at  Union  Mills,  Carroll,  16  May  (RFR).  A 
single  Sora  was  at  Hughes  Hollow,  Mont¬ 
gomery  6  Apr-14  May  (Howard  Youth,  HP, 
RS  et  al.).  A  Common  Moorhen  was  found 
at  Dutch  Gap,  Chesterfield,  VA  23  Apr  (JRu, 
Bob  Reilly);  another  was  found  road-killed 
24  Apr  at  L.  Curtis,  Stafford,  VA  (fide  Larry 
Kline);  one  was  detected  5  May  at  Smith’s 
Pond,  Augusta  (AL);  and  one  was  widely  ob¬ 
served  at  Hughes  Hollow,  Montgomery,  MD 
29  Apr-15  May  (AM,  Jason  Waanders).  A 
Purple  Gallinule  was  photographed  7  Apr 
near  Mill  Cr.  at  Fort  Monroe,  Hampton,  VA 
(RLAn);  it  was  reported  once  more  6  Jun 


(Pamela  Schenian)  but  not  thereafter.  Sand¬ 
hill  Cranes  were  reported  more  than  expect¬ 
ed  this  spring,  all  singles,  and  only  one  seen 
for  more  than  a  day:  in  Northumberland,  VA 
near  Lottsburg  4  May  (Pam  Collins,  fide 
Tom  Teeples);  7  May  in  Buckingham,  VA 
(CMS);  8  May  over  Rte.  50,  Talbot  (N&FS); 
at  Long  Green  Valley,  Baltimore  30  May  and 
about  10  km  away  at  Fallston,  Harford  31 
May  (both/ide  RFR);  11  May  near  Eastville, 
Northampton  (Ben  Mears,  fide  ESB);  and 
22-25  May  in  se.  Stafford  (Paul  Nasca, 
m.ob.). 

The  ad.  Northern  Lapwing  that  estab¬ 
lished  the  Region’s  first  record  in  Feb  ap¬ 
peared  again  2-6  Mar  at  Creagerstown, 
Frederick  (Lyn  &  Skip  Nelson,  m.ob.).  A 
Piping  Plover  was  photographed  at  Rocky 
Gap  S.P.,  Allegany  30  Apr,  only  the  2nd  in¬ 
land  record  in  Maryland  (ph.,  tJBC,  Donna 
Churchill).  A  search  of  plowed  fields  netted 
1427  Black-bellied  Plovers  at  six  different 
stops  22  May  in  Wicomico  (C&DB).  A  sur¬ 
vey  of  Dorchester  islands  27  May  noted  a  to¬ 
tal  of  only  19  American  Oystercatchers  and 
no  nests,  continuing  a  trend  of  the  past  few 
years  (HTA,  J.  Sparks).  Black-necked  Stilts 
made  several  appearances  away  from  their 
typical  haunts.  Two  were  at  the  Rte.  50  bor¬ 
row  pit,  Wicomico  20  Apr  (C&DB);  one  was 
at  Occoquan  Bay  N.W.R.,  Prince  William  28 


Apr  (tjay  &  Carol  Hadlock);  2  were  at  the 
Pocomoke  City  sewage  ponds,  Worcester's 
10th  (MLH);  a  first  was  recorded  for  Poplar 
L,  Talbot  13  May  (RFR,  KGr  et  al.);  2  were  at 
North  Beach,  Calvert  16  May  (ph.  JLS);  and 
one  was  at  E.S.V.N.W.R.  22  May  (Valerie 
Kitchens  et  al.).  The  only  American  Avocet 
reported  away  from  traditional  spots  was  at 
a  pond  in  w.  Charles  City,  VA  23  Apr  (Allen 
Bryan).  A  record-early  Spotted  Sandpiper  on 
the  Potomac  R.  downstream  of  Violette’s 
Lock,  Montgomery  was  noted  10  Mar  (DCz). 
Among  25  Whimbrel  at  Willis  Wharf, 
Northampton  21  May  was  a  Eurasian  Whim¬ 
brel  of  the  nominate  race,  only  the  6th  in 
Virginia  and  the  Region  (RLAk,  ph.  S. 
Glover,  m.ob.)  but  first  to  be  documented 


by  photograph.  A  Ruddy  Turnstone  was  out 
of  place  at  Hains  Point,  D.C.  20  May  (Clive 
Harris). 

Red  Knot  reports  away  from  the  Atlantic 
coast  were  confined  to  Maryland:  a  single  20 
May  at  Jug  Bay,  Anne  Arundel  (Danny 
Bystrak);  one  at  Flag  Ponds  S.P.,  Calvert  22 
May  (fide  TB);  one  at  Hart  21  May  (MB); 
and  51  at  Poplar  I.,  Talbot  26  May  (JR,  fide 
LR).  A  Western  Sandpiper  report  came 
with  good  details  from  Greenfield,  Botetourt 
29  May  (tTF);  4  were  at  Hart  28  May  (EJS 
et  al.).  All  spring  reports  (after  Mar)  should 
be  accompanied  by  compelling  details,  as 
this  species  is  often  confused  with  Semi- 
palmated  Sandpiper.  Nine  White-rumped 
Sandpipers  were  at  Greenfield,  Botetourt  29 
May  (TF).  The  most  astonishing  shorebird 
report  from  spring  was  that  of  a  Baird’s 
Sandpiper  8  Mar  at  the  very  spot  in  Crea¬ 
gerstown,  Frederick  where  the  lapwing  was 
seen,  the  first  confirmed  spring  record  for 
the  Region — and  astonishingly  early  at  that 
(ph.  Brad  Carlson).  The  finder  is  to  be  com¬ 
mended  for  securing  clear  photographs  of 
what  would  be  an  almost  incredible  report 
otherwise.  The  last  reported  Purple  Sand¬ 
piper  lingered  at  the  C.B.B.T.  through  29 
May  (RLAn);  the  species  typically  vanishes 
after  early  Jun  here.  A  good  count  of  40 
Dunlin  was  inland  at  the  River  Road  Turf 


On  23  May  at  the  request  of  the  New  Jersey  Division  of  Fish  and  Wildlife,  the  Center  for  Conservation  Biology  (at  the 
\  college  of  William  and  Mary,  Williamsburg,  VA)  and  The  Nature  Conservancy  conducted  an  aerial  survey  of  shorebirds 
using  the  Virginia  barrier  islands.  An  estimated  9150  Red  Knots  were  detected,  with  significant  concentrations  at  Wreck,  Hog, 
and  Myrtle  Is.  in  Northampton  and  at  Parramore  I.,  Accomack.  Previous  surveys  using  the  same  techniques  and  observers  be¬ 
tween  1994-1996  revealed  that  peak  of  Red  Knot  migration  fell  during  the  3rd  week  of  May;  the  highest  count  of  that  three- 
year  survey  was  8955  knots.  Though  the  survey  in  2005  covered  more  ground  (specifically  Chimney  Pole  Marsh  and  the  Sandy 
I.  area  inside  Quinby  Inlet),  only  710  additional  birds  were  found  in  that  area;  thus  the  2005  survey  netted  just  515  fewer 
birds  than  the  1996  survey.  Despite  the  well-published  decline  in  Red  Knot  populations  that  use  the  mid-Atlantic  (especial¬ 
ly  Delaware  Bay),  it  appears  that  2005  usage  of  the  Virginia  barrier  islands  may  be  similar  to  that  of  the  mid-1990s.  More 
study,  including  annual  aerial  surveys,  would  be  welcome,  particularly  in  light  of  proposals  to  list  the  species  as  federally  en¬ 
dangered.  Red  Knots  foraging  in  Virginia  may  be  less  dependent  on  Horseshoe  Crab  eggs  than  knots  in  New  Jersey;  in  2005, 
many  were  seen  to  feed  on  seedling  Atlantic  Blue  Mussels  w.  of  the  barrier  islands,  for  instance.  My  thanks  to  Bryan  Watts 
(CCB)  and  Steve  Parker  (Virginia  Coast  Reserve  of  TNC)  for  information  summarized  here. 
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Farm,  Montgomery ,  MD  25  May  (AM).  The 
only  Curlew  Sandpiper  report  was  14  May 
at  Hart  (EJS).  A  Long-billed  Dowitcher  was 
seen  and  heard  at  Blandy,  the  3rd  spring 
record  for  the  Mountains  and  Valley  (tjon 
Little,  B.J.  Little,  vt.  Jacob  Langeslag).  Some 
39  hendersoni  Short-billed  Dowitchers  were 
at  Harney  Pond  15  May  (MB,  JLS,  EB),  and 
23  were  at  Mason-Dixon  Larm  16  May 
(RFR),  both  Frederick ,  MD.  A  22  May  Red¬ 
necked  Phalarope  at  Silver  L.  was  Rocking¬ 
ham's  3rd  (ph.  Cheryl  Lyon ,fide  CM). 

A  Laughing  Gull  showed  up  19  Mar  at 
Sycamore  Landing  on  the  Potomac  R., 
Montgomery ,  rather  early  for  the  Piedmont 
(DCz).  Two  ad.  Little  Gulls  were  seen  in 
pelagic  waters  off  Virginia  Beach  5  Mar  (JBP 
et  al.).  In  Maryland,  one  was  at  Lapidum 
Landing,  Harford  24  Mar,  with  reports  of  as 
many  as  3  from  that  location  through  4  Apr 
(MH,  MB,  m.ob.);  and  ad.  was  s.  of  Ridgely, 
Caroline  9  Apr  (MH,  ZB);  and  4  ads.  were  at 
Hart  9  Apr  (EJS).  The  Back  R.  in  Baltimore 
continues  to  be  a  relatively  reliable  spot  for 
the  species,  with  reports  of  several  birds 
from  27-31  Mar  (GM,  BC,  m.ob.).  An  ad. 
Black-headed  Gull  was  at  Lapidum  Landing 
24-27  Mar  and  again  nearby  4  Apr  (MH, 
MB,  m.ob.);  an  imm.  was  at  Back  R.,  Balti¬ 
more  2  Apr  (BC).  An  ad.  California  Gull 
was  at  Hunting  Cr.,  Fairfax  13  Mar,  a  locale 
from  which  the  species  is  increasingly  re¬ 
ported  (tKGa).  Several  Iceland  Gulls  lin¬ 
gered  into  Apr:  one  at  Poplar  I.  12  Apr  (JR, 
fide  LR);  a  first-summer  bird  at  the  Prince 
William  Landfill  and  one  at  Hunting  Cr., 
Fairfax,  both  16  Apr  (both  KGa,  Rich 
Rieger).  The  Sandgates,  Saint  Mary’s  Kelp 
Gull  was  true  to  form  and  became  a  difficult 
find  by  mid-  to  late  Mar,  the  last  report  for 
the  season  4  Apr  (Mike  &  Joy  Bowen).  A 
Sabine’s  Gull  was  reported  23  May  from  the 
C.B.B.T.  (tDave  Lreeland);  of  the  now  11  re¬ 
ports  of  this  species  from  the  state,  only  3 
have  been  confirmed  by  photograph,  and 
the  23  May  report  is  3rd  from  the  C.B.B.T. 
(the  other  being  20-22  Oct  1968  and  9  Dec 
2001).  Its  appearance  here  may  have  been 
related  to  the  powerful  northeasterly  gale 
that  brought  several  Sabine’s  inshore  in  New 
England  26  &  27  May. 

Five  Caspian  Terns  were  at  Clay  tor  L., 
Pulaski,  VA  2  May  (RC).  A  Common  Tern 
was  at  Rocky  Gap  S.P,  Garrett  30  Apr  (ph. 
JBC);  a  count  of  165  in  Dorchester  14  May 
was  good  compared  to  recent  years’  num¬ 
bers  (HTA,  HEW,  LD).  Five  Forster’s  Terns 
were  on  the  New  R.  at  Radford  18  Apr 
(Clyde  Kessler);  2  were  at  Meadows  Camp¬ 
ground,  Garrett  29  Apr,  and  2  were  at  Blairs 
Valley  L.,  Allegany  the  next  day  (both  JBC). 
Nine  Black  Terns  were  on  the  Potomac  R., 
Montgomery,  MD  25  May  (AM);  one  was 
found  at  Trout  Run  W.T.P.,  Garrett  28  May 
(GMJ).  A  Razorbill  was  at  Ocean  City  Inlet, 


Worcester  4  Mar  (C&DB).  A  pelagic  trip  out 
of  Virginia  Beach  5  Mar  netted  44  Razor¬ 
bills,  10  Dovekies,  and  5  Atlantic  Puffins 
QBP  et  al.). 

DOVES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A  White-winged  Dove  made  a  brief  appear¬ 
ance  in  a  Norfolk  yard  1  May  (tDCl).  The 
last  date  Short-eared  Owls  were  reported 
from  Rectortown,  Fauquier  (where  dozens 
wintered)  was  29  Mar,  when  4  were  seen; 
unfortunately,  no  effort  was  made  to  deter¬ 
mine  if  any  of  these  birds  stayed  to  breed 
nearby  (TMD).  Five  Short-eareds  were  at 
Horseshoe  Farm,  Rapidan,  Culpeper,  VA  10 
Mar  (George  &  Rosemarie  Harris);  8  were  at 
Elliott  I.  Road,  Dorchester  13  Mar  (HTA).  A 
Chuck-wills-widow  was  heard  1-28  May  at 
Prince  William  Lorest  Park,  Prince  William 
(Mark  Moran,  KGa),  the  species’  northern¬ 
most  outpost  in  the  state.  Some  2920  Chim¬ 
ney  Swifts  were  estimated  entering  two 
chimneys  4  May  at  Hampden,  Baltimore 
(Carol  Schreter,  Joan  Cwi).  A  Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker  was  found  7  May  at  Grindstone 
Campground  (ca.  1100  m  elevation)  in  the 
s.  Blue  Ridge,  near  Mt.  Roger’s,  Smyth,  VA, 
apparently  a  historical  breeding  location  Q. 
Wallace  Coffey);  another  was  found  along 
LR.  55,  Highland,  VA  14  May  (Mark 
Adams). 

Lifteen  Olive-sided  Llycatchers  were  re¬ 
ported  from  12  counties  and  D.C.  14-30 
May,  with  only  two  reports  from  the  Coastal 
Plain,  most  notably  from  a  Salisbury, 
Wicomico  yard  30  May  (C&DB).  Live  Yel¬ 
low-bellied  Llycatchers  were  reported 
14-26  May,  3  in  n.  Virginia  ( Loudoun ,  Prince 
William,  and  Alexandria),  plus  at  parks  in 
D.C.  and  Baltimore.  Alder  Llycatchers  were 
heard  at  Julie  Metz  Wetlands  22  May  and  at 
Possum  Pt.  28  May,  both  Prince  William 
(MR;  KGa);  in  Maryland,  they  were  at  Ow- 
ings  Mills  Mall  wetland,  Baltimore  23  May 
(KEC);  Kinder  Farm  Park,  Anne  Arundel  26 
May  (Tom  Bradford);  and  at  Halethorpe 
Pond,  Baltimore  29  May  QM).  An  impres¬ 
sive  count  of  12  Willow  Flycatchers  was 
made  at  a  marshy  area  of  Anacostia  Park  27 
May  in  urban  D.C.  (Fred  Fallon).  A  Western 
Kingbird  was  found  for  the  4th  consecutive 
spring  at  Ft.  McHenry,  MD  11-31  May  QP, 


fide  Gail  Frantz,  GMJ,  m.ob.).  Only  two  re¬ 
ports  of  Philadelphia  Vireo  were  received, 
10  May  at  Constitution  Gardens,  D.C.  (MR) 
and  27  May  at  Monticello  Park,  Alexandria 
(Paul  Kane). 

Cliff  Swallows  nesting  on  the  Coastal 
Plain,  a  relatively  new  discovery,  will  be 
treated  more  completely  in  the  summer  sea¬ 
son.  This  spring,  nests  were  found  under 
bridges  over  Felgates  Cr.,  York  VA  31  May 
(Dave  Hewitt)  and  over  the  Nanticoke  R. 
and  Marshyhope  Cr.,  Dorchester  14  May 
(RFR).  A  quarry  in  Goochland,  VA  has  been 
hosting  successfully  nesting  Common 
Ravens  since  1991,  though  information  of 
this  has  only  recently  come  to  light  (Sue 
Dudley).  Present  annually,  though  no  nest 
was  noted  in  2005,  these  represent  the  east¬ 
ernmost  nesting  ravens  in  the  Region;  spo¬ 
radic  nesting  in  the  Piedmont  has  been  con¬ 
firmed  and  is  suspected  in  other  locations. 
This  breeding  location  could  be  related  to  a 
9  Mar  sighting  in  Richmond,  not  far  e.  of 
the  quarry  (Brent  &  Jane  Tarter).  Failed 
breeders  and  nonbreeders  may  wander 
widely,  and  such  reports  were  legion  this 
season,  especially  from  Montgomery,  MD, 
where  up  to  3  birds  were  seen  10-13  Mar  at 
Great  Falls,  which  straddles  the  border  with 
Fairfax  (David  Bridge;  JLS);  one  was  noted 
25  Apr  along  the  Potomac  R.  at  Pennyfield 
Lock  (Paul  &  Sherry  Zucker);  and  one  was 
over  a  Gaithersburg  yard  14  May  (AM).  Two 
other  reports  came  from  Carroll,  MD:  one  at 
McKeldon  19  Mar  &  27  Apr  (RFR;  Jenny 
McClintock)  and  one  12  Mar  near  Granite 
(RFR).  Finally,  a  raven  was  seen  from  a  Wal¬ 
dorf,  Charles  yard  18  Mar-6  Apr  (ph.  GMJ, 
Gwen  Brewer). 

A  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  was  late  at  a 
Great  Falls,  Fairfax  yard  16  May  (Ralph 
Wall).  A  Winter  Wren  stayed  well  beyond 
expected  dates  at  Wakefield  Park,  Fairfax, 
with  a  bird  heard  singing  through  1  Jun 
(tMC).  Sedge  Wrens  were  found  in  five  lo¬ 
cations,  but  only  2  were  reported  away 
from  expected  areas:  29  May  at  a  boat  land¬ 
ing  on  the  New  R.  near  Wolf  Cr.,  Giles  Qim 
&  Judy  Phillips)  and  in  Cecil  14  Mar  (SM>. 
The  elusive  Bicknell’s  Thrush  was  caught 
twice  at  the  banding  operation  at  First 
Landing  S.P.,  Virginia  Beach:  15  &  22  May 
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Impressive  numbers  of  nocturnal  migrants  were  noted  for  an  hour  on  either  side  of  midnight  24  May  at  Harford. 
Hafner  and  Caughey  tallied  over  300  Swainson's  Thrushes,  75  Gray-cheeked  Thrushes,  8  Bicknell's  Thrushes,  5  Veeries, 
7  Yellow-billed  Cuckoos,  a  Black-billed  Cuckoo,  35  Scarlet  Tanagers,  10  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks,  over  100  Dunlin,  25  Short¬ 
billed  Dowitchers,  25  Spotted  Sandpipers,  15  least  Sandpipers,  6-8  Whimbrel,  10  Semipalmated  Plovers,  and  an  American 
Bittern,  plus  30  "thrush-like"  notes  and  35  unidentified  warbler-like  notes.  Observers  (and  listeners)  in  the  Region  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  obtain  the  CD  entitled  Flight  Calls  of  Migratory  Birds  by  Bill  Evans  and  Michael  O'Brien  and  to  tally  and  submit 
such  counts  of  migrants  heard  passing  overhead  in  spring  and  fall.  The  learning  curve  is  somewhat  steep,  but  sharp  ears  are 
not  necessarily  requisite:  it  is  fairly  easy  to  record  migrants' flight  calls  (see  <www.oldbird.org>)  and  to  analyze  the  night's 
flight  at  greater  volume  (and  convenience)  later  on.  Advanced  students  of  nocturnal  flight  calls  have  also  turned  to  comput¬ 
er  software  (e.g.,  "Raven")  to  analyze  such  calls  in  greater  detail. 
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(JRu),  dates  that  span  the  apparent  peak  of 
the  species'  passage  in  se.  Virginia.  Twelve 
others  were  reported,  one  identified  by 
nocturnal  flight  calls  over  a  Rockville, 
Montgomery ,  MD  house  15  May  (Paul 
O'Brien),  and  8  over  a  Harford  location 
around  midnight  24  May  Three  other  re¬ 
ports  were  of  singing  and  seen  birds,  14 
May  at  Cecil  (SM);  21  May  at  Ashburn, 
Loudoun  (John  Drummond);  and  24  May  at 
the  Middle  Patuxent  Environmental  Area, 
Howard ,  MD  (HH). 

A  Brown  Thrasher  was  on  a  clutch  of 
three  eggs  6  Apr  at  Chester,  Chesterfield,  es¬ 
tablishing  a  1  Apr  date  for  the  first  egg, 
which  ties  the  earliest  nesting  record  for  Vir¬ 
ginia  (Julie  Kacmarcik;  RBC).  The  Northern 
Shrike  at  Pickering  Cr.  from  winter  was  seen 
through  20  Mar  (Terry  Allen,  RFR,  ZB, 
m.ob.);  the  bird  from  Fisherman  T, 
Northampton  was  seen  through  25  Mar 
(ESB,  RLAk,  FS  et  al.,  m.ob.);  an  additional 
record  of  the  species  comes  from  Patapsco 
River  S.P.,  Anne  Arundel  20  Mar  (SA,  ph. 
BH).  The  Loggerhead  Shrike  reported  near 
Downsville,  Washington,  MD  in  winter  was 
joined  by  at  least  one  other  bird,  with  re¬ 
ports  of  2  at  the  location  5-6  Mar  (Dave 
Weesner,  fide  GS),  and  a  3rd  was  in  the  im¬ 
mediate  vicinity  24  Mar  (Bob  Shaffer).  Log¬ 
gerhead  Shrikes  were  reported  in  several  ar¬ 
eas  of  Virginia.  A  pair  along  Redlawn  Rd., 
Mecklenburg,  initially  discovered  12  Mar, 
was  seen  with  an  imm.  29  May  (AD;  TMD, 
SAH  et  al.,  m.ob.);  singles  in  Augusta  were 
seen  13  May  along  Goose  Creek  Rd.  at  Fish- 
erville  (JSp)  and  near  Swoope  (AL);  one  was 
at  Chase  City,  n.  Mecklenburg  1  Apr  (Grace 
McCrowell);  one  was  near  Nace,  Botetourt 
18  May  (MP);  breeding  was  confirmed  in 
Bedford  2  Apr  (ads.  feeding  4  young  19 
May),  but  2  young  were  found  dead  23  May 
(RB,  Peggy  Lyons,  RF,  MJ);  and  lastly  one 
was  found  n.  of  Troutville,  Botetourt  18-21 
May  (MP). 

A  Blue-winged  Warbler  was  early  for 
Maryland  11  Apr  at  Kensington,  Mont¬ 
gomery  (Diane  Ford).  Eight  Yellow-rumped 
Warblers  were  seen  29  May  around  Flag¬ 
pole  Knob,  Rockingham  (CT,  Diane 
Holsinger),  where  breeding  is  likely.  An 
American  Redstart  was  near  record-early 
for  Maryland  9  Apr  at  Nassawango  Cr., 
Worcester  (MLH).  Singing  Swainson’s  War¬ 
blers  were  well  away  from  expected  loca¬ 
tions  at  Huntley  Meadows  Park,  Fairfax  14 
May  (+Dan  Southworth)  and  at  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Chestnut  Land  Trust,  Calvert  16 
May-10  Jun  (Leslie  Starr,  Arlene  Ripley,  ph. 
GMJ,  m.ob.).  An  additional  Swainson’s  re¬ 
port  comes  from  a  location  discovered  in 
2002  along  the  Meherrin  R.  between 
Southampton  and  Greensville  29  May  (TMD, 
SAH,  BL,  MD).  Mourning  Warblers  were 
found  at  eight  locations,  totaling  at  least  13 


birds  15-27  May,  all  in  parks  around  urban 
or  developed  areas,  six  of  these  locations  in 
n.  Virginia.  A  Hooded  Warbler  at  Califor¬ 
nia,  Saint  Mary’s  tied  the  early  date  for 
Maryland  3  Apr  (TB,  Jane  Kostenko).  The 
Yellow-breasted  Chat  that  wintered  in  a  Bal¬ 
timore  yard  was  seen  through  5  Apr  (Bryce 
Butler).  The  female  Western  Tanager  that 
arrived  in  the  Castleton  area  of  Virginia 
Beach  in  Jan  was  last  reported  22  Apr  (ph. 
Nylia  &  Steve  Proescher);  another,  a  male, 
was  present  at  a  Virginia  Beach  feeder  ca. 
14-28  Mar  (ph.  Karl  Rusnak).  The  Painted 
Bunting  at  Deep  Creek,  Chesapeake,  VA  re¬ 
mained  through  15  Mar  (Susan  Hubbard);  a 
green  Painted  Bunting  graced  a  Norfolk 
yard  30  Apr  (DCl). 

Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  seen  and 
heard  singing  in  two  different  Lynchburg, 
VA  yards,  one  29  Apr-3  May,  the  other  1-3 
May  (Gene  Sattler,  ph.  RB;  RF).  A  Lark 
Sparrow  was  a  one-day  wonder  in  a 
Keysville,  Charlotte  yard  26  Apr,  constitut¬ 
ing  one  of  only  five  Virginia  Piedmont 
spring  records  (Sue  D’Onofrio,  ph.  AD, 
CMS).  Two  Henslow’s  Sparrows  were  well 
away  from  known  breeding  areas  in  w. 
Maryland  and  Pulaski :  one  at  Patuxent  Riv¬ 
er  N.A.S.,  Saint  Mary’s  17  Mar  (KR)  and  one 
in  Prince  William  31  May  (tBruce  Peter- 
john).  A  Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  was 
with  a  Saltmarsh  Sharp-tailed  and  50  Sea¬ 
side  Sparrows  at  Point  Lookout,  Saint  Mary’s 
24  Apr  (Patty  Craig).  Seven  reports  of  Lin¬ 
colns  Sparrow  spanned  28  Apr-25  May,  all 
inland.  A  Dark-eyed  J unco  was  singing  late 
at  Hemlock  Overlook,  Fairfax  29  May  (Joan 
Boudreau,  Bob  Abrams). 

Dickcissels  made  a  push  into  the  Region 
in  numbers  similar  to  those  of  2000.  The 
first  report  was  of  6  at  Port  Royal,  Caroline, 
VA  13  May  (Caroline  Coe),  while  several 
were  seen  the  same  day  at  the  Wilna  Tract  of 
the  Rappahannock  River  N.W.R.,  Richmond, 
VA  (Sandy  Spencer).  Two  were  found  14 
May  at  Remington,  Fauquier  (SAH,  TMD, 
ICT);  4  birds  were  at  three  Northampton  lo¬ 
cations  14  &  22  May  (MRB,  AD;  ESB,  GLA); 
one  was  at  K.A.G.  15  May  (PP);  as  many  as 
3  were  at  Taneytown,  Frederick,  MD  16  May 
(RFR),  with  nest-building  noted  29  May 
(GM,  BC);  and  singles  were  found  n.  of 
Snow  Hill,  Worcester  19  May  (MLH),  near 
Lanesville,  King  William,  VA  22  May  (Arun 
Bose),  and  in  the  Nanjemoy  area,  Charles 
25-27  May  (Mike  Callahan,  fide  GMJ). 
Alarmingly  few  triple-digit  reports  of  Rusty 
Blackbird  were  received  this  season:  100 
each  were  reported  at  Huntley  Meadows 
Park,  Fairfax  18  Mar  (Larry  Meade),  Flag 
Ponds  S.P,  Calvert  3  Apr  (BH),  and  Great 
Dismal  Swamp  N.W.R.,  Suffolk,  VA  5  Apr 
(RLAk).  Three  Brewer’s  Blackbirds  were 
with  2  Rusty  Blackbirds  and  about  15  Red¬ 
winged  Blackbirds  29  Mar  near  Wango, 


Wicomico  (SHD).  A  female  Baltimore  Oriole 
was  in  w.  Howard  4  Mar  (HH);  another  fe¬ 
male  oriole,  likely  a  Baltimore  (but  Bullocks 
could  not  be  ruled  out),  was  at  Elkton,  Ce¬ 
cil  14  Mar  (Pat  Valdata). 

A  Pine  Siskin  was  in  Sykesville,  Carroll, 
MD  15  May  (MLH)  was  the  latest  of  the  lin¬ 
gerers.  A  Red  Crossbill  at  Black.  14  May  was 
a  surprise  (HLW,  HTA);  3  Reds  were  found 
at  a  Patrick  feeder  14  Apr,  apparently  just 
the  3rd  for  that  Virginia  county  (Eric  John¬ 
son).  At  Reddish  Knob,  Rockingham,  an  area 
where  Reds  have  nested  recently  (G&RH), 
small  flocks  totaling  as  many  as  19  were  re¬ 
ported  through  May  (Paul  Callo,  CM,  Ken 
Hinkle,  m.ob.).  Another  Red  Crossbill  was 
at  the  4H  Camp  in  Garrett  7  May  (JLS,  MB); 
this  species  may  be  a  breeder  in  w.  Mary¬ 
land.  Although  Type  1  and  Type  2  Red 
Crossbills,  known  to  breed  in  the  Virginias, 
would  be  the  expected  breeders  in  Garrett, 
there  are  no  taped  confirmations  of  these  in 
the  Maryland  highlands.  One  Evening  Gros¬ 
beak  was  reported,  19  Mar  at  Monterey, 
Highland  (BTe). 

Contributors  (subregional/county  compil¬ 
ers  in  boldface):  Robert  L.  Ake  (RLAk; 
coastal  Virginia),  Robert  L.  Anderson 
(RLAn),  George  L.  Armistead,  Henry  T. 
Armistead,  Liz  Armistead,  Stan  Arnold, 
Fred  Atwood  (e.  Virginia),  Zach  Baer,  Tyler 
Bell,  Michael  R.  Boatwright  (cen.  Virginia), 
Ed  Boyd,  Jim  Brighton,  Edward  S.  Brinkley, 
Carol  &  Don  Broderick  (C&DB),  Rexanne 
Bruno,  Ray  Callahan,  Kim  Caughey,  J.  B. 
Churchill,  David  Clark  (DCl),  Barry  Coop¬ 
er,  Keith  Eric  Costley,  Dave  Czaplak  (DCz), 
Mike  Day,  Todd  M.  Day,  Lynn  Davidson, 
Adam  D’Onofrio  (se.  Virginia),  Samuel  H. 
Dyke,  Walter  G.  Ellison,  Elisa  Enders, 
Robert  Ferrell,  Tad  Finnell,  Kurt  Gaskill 
(KGa)  (n.  Virginia),  Kevin  Graff  (KGr), 
Paul  Guris,  Matt  Hafner,  Susan  A.  Heath, 
Robert  Hilton,  Hans  Holbrook,  John 
Hubbell,  Bill  Hubick,  John  Irvine,  George 
M.  Jett,  Mark  Johnson,  Jay  Keller,  Clyde 
Kessler,  Elise  &  Paul  Kreiss  (E&PK),  Kathie 
Lambert,  Allen  Larner,  YuLee  Larner  (Au¬ 
gusta,  VA),  Bev  Leeuwenburg,  Andy  Martin, 
Roger  &  Linda  Mayhorn  (sw.  Virginia), 
Gail  Mackiernan,  Joel  Martin,  Sean  McCan- 
dless,  Claire  Mellmger,  Helen  Patton  ( Mont¬ 
gomery,  MD),  J.  Brian  Patterson,  Paul 
Pisano,  Elizabeth  Pitney,  Jim  Peters,  Mike 
Purdy,  Kyle  Rambo,  Jan  Reese,  Marc  Ribau- 
do,  Sue  Ricciardi,  Robert  E  Ringler,  Les 
Roslund,  Norm  &  Fran  Saunders  (N&FS), 
Eugene  J.  Scarpula,  Gary  Smyle,  Jo  Solem 
(JSo)  ( Howard ,  MD),  John  Spahr  (JSp)  (w. 
Virginia),  James  L.  Stasz,  C.  Michael  Stin¬ 
son  (s.-cen.  Virginia),  Rick  Sussman,  Brian 
Taber  (BTa),  Brenda  Tekin  (BTe),  Ian  C. 
Topolsky,  Craig  Turner,  Hal  L.  Wieringa,  C. 
Les  Willis.  (© 
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his  springs  weather  was  generally 
cooler  and  wetter  than  normal. 
Many  areas  received  considerable 
amounts  of  rain  in  March,  and  several 
storms  were  noted  for  cold,  wet  conditions 
in  April  and  early  May.  A  major  snowstorm 
hit  the  mountains  during  the  third  week  of 
April,  and  it  seemed  that  spring  was  run¬ 
ning  about  two  weeks  late  after  that.  Many 
observers  stated  that  the  migration  of  many 
passerines  was  correspondingly  late.  The 
coastal  areas  also  were  affected  with  major 
rain  and  wind  events  in  late  April,  early 
May,  and  late  May.  There  were  probably  con¬ 
siderable  nesting  failures  along  the  coast 
during  these  storms.  This  season  neverthe¬ 
less  produced  some  highlights  including 
several  pelagic  species  of  note,  including  al- 
cids,  a  good  warbler  migration,  and  above- 
average  Swallow-tailed  Kite  and  Dickcissel 
migrations. 

Abbreviations:  C.  Hatt.  (Cape  Hatteras, 
Dare,  NC);  E.L.H.  (E.L.  Huie  Land  Applica¬ 
tion  Facility,  Clayton ,  GA);  H.B.S.P  (Hunt¬ 
ington  Beach  S.P,  Georgetown,  SC);  Hoop. 
(Hooper  Lane,  Henderson,  NC);  Kennesaw 
Mt.  (Kennesaw  Mt.  National  Battlefield 
Park,  Cobb,  GA);  Pea  I.  (Pea  Island  N.W.R., 
Dare,  NC);  S.S.S.  (Savannah  Spoil  Site, 
Jasper,  SC). 

LOONS  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

The  Pacific  Loon  found  at  L.  Hartwell,  GA  in 
late  Feb  was  last  noted  6  Mar  (DV),  while  a 
Pacific  in  breeding  plumage  was  a  complete 
surprise  at  Oregon  Inlet,  NC  28-30  May 
(DC,  KC,  GA  et  al.,  DS  et  al.).  Common 
Loons  are  regular  migrants  at  inland  sites  in 
the  Region.  The  best  counts  received  were 
the  120  at  L.  Lanier,  GA  2  Apr  (JS,  BL)  and 
77  at  L.  Julian,  NC  3  Apr  (GL  et  al.).  Linger¬ 
ing  grebes  included  a  Horned  at  Jordan  L., 
NC  8  May  (TD  et  al.),  a  Red-necked  at  the  C. 
Hatt.  salt  pond  19  Mar  (RD),  and  an  Eared  at 
E.L.H.  24  Apr  (PB). 

Pelagic  trips  produced  some  good  birds 
once  again  this  season.  Northern  Fulmars 
were  present  in  North  Carolina  waters  this 
spring,  no  doubt  due  to  the  cooler  water 
present  inshore.  Thirty  was  a  good  count  off 
Manteo  14  May,  and  singles  were  very  late 
off  Manteo  29  May  and  Hatteras  30  May 
(BPI).  Gadfly  petrels  were  well  represented; 
all  four  species  were  noted  in  late  May.  The 
27  May  trip  out  of  Manteo  produced  a  “hat- 
trick”  of  rare  petrels:  one  Herald,  2  Fea’s,  and 
2  Bermuda  Petrels  (BPI).  Other  Fea’s  were 
noted  on  trips  out  of  Manteo:  one  on  14  May 
provided  a  new  early  date  for  the  species  in 
state  waters  (BPI);  another  small  Pterodroma 
observed  that  day  was  small  and  quite  small¬ 
billed  and  was  identified  only  as  Fea’s/Zino’s 
Petrel.  Also,  2  Fea’s  Petrels  each  day  were 
seen  on  23  &  24  May  (BPI).  In  addition  to 
the  27  May  birds,  2  Bermuda  Petrels  were 
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noted  off  Manteo  23  &  28  May  (BPI).  Shear¬ 
waters  of  note  included  a  Sooty  Shearwater 
off  Charleston,  SC  15  May  (ND),  another  off 
Savannah,  GA  22  May  (SC),  and  a  Manx  off 
Charleston,  SC  10  Apr  (ND  et  al.).  Off  North 
Carolina,  Manx  Shearwaters  were  detected 
on  nine  trips;  the  high  count  was  3  off  Man¬ 
teo  24  May  (BPI). 

Easily  the  best  bird  report  of  the  season 
was  European  Storm-Petrel  in  North  Caroli¬ 
na  waters:  2  were  off  Hatteras  30  May,  one 
was  off  Manteo  30  May,  one  was  off  Manteo 
31  May,  and  singles  were  off  Hatteras  4  &  5 
Jun  (BPI).  All  sightings  were  documented 
with  photographs  and  hopefully  will  help 
determine  just  how  many  individuals  were 
involved.  Other  storm-petrel  news  involved 
2  Band-rumpeds  off  Charleston,  SC  28  May 
(ND  et  al.),  a  species  very  rarely  reported  in 
that  state. 

Single  tropicbirds  (not  identified  to 
species)  were  reported  off  Charleston,  SC  14 
May  (fide  ND)  and  Hatteras  29  May  ( fide 
BP).  In  North  Carolina,  an  imm.  Brown  Boo¬ 
by  caused  some  excitement,  as  it  was  ob¬ 
served  sporadically  in  the  Oregon  Inlet  area 
21  May  until  at  least  1  Jun  (S.  N.  G.  Howell, 
BP,  M.  Overton,  JCa  et  al.,  ESB,  GLA  et  al., 
JL,  WI),  where  it  could  be  observed  foraging 
among  many  dozens  of  lingering  first-year 
Northern  Gannets,  far  more  than  typically 
remain  at  this  latitude  in  late  May.  Inland 
American  White  Pelicans  included  an  im- 
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pressive  81  at  L.  Walter  L  George,  GA  28 
May  (JS,  CL)  and  15  at  L.  Auman,  Moore, 
NC  22  Mar  (DD).  An  ad.  male  Magnificent 
Frigatebird  was  very  unusual  56  km  off  Mur¬ 
rell’s  Inlet,  SC  25  May  (JP),  as  this  species 
normally  follows  the  coast  in  its  wanderings. 
Ardeid  highlights  included  an  American  Bit¬ 
tern  near  Price  L.,  Watauga,  NC  29  Apr  (MW 
et  al.)  and  an  ad.  Little  Blue  Heron  w.  of 
Carters  L.,  GA  7  Apr  (JSp).  Four  Glossy  Ibis 
at  Oxbow  Meadows,  GA  1  Apr  (WC)  were 
unusual  inland,  as  was  a  Wood  Stork  there 
23  Apr  ( fide  LR). 

Greater  White-fronted  Geese  of  note  in¬ 
cluded  7  from  the  winter  season  still  on  Coal 
Mountain  Rd.,  Forsyth,  GA  12  Mar  (MF),  4 
near  Magruder,  Burke,  GA  5  Mar  (B&DZ), 
and  4  at  Emerald  Isle,  NC  5-13  Mar  (JCa, 
NB,  RD).  Two  Ross’s  Geese  were  good  finds 
at  Dawsonville,  GA  13-14  Mar  (RA),  while 
one  near  McDonough,  GA  26-28  May  (JB) 
was  extremely  late.  Black-bellied  Whistling- 
Ducks  continue  to  be  reported  in  south- 
coastal  South  Carolina:  2  were  at  Savannah 
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Providing  the  third  record  for  North  Carolina,  this  Burrowing  Owl  was  present  at  a 
mall  parking  lot  in  Asheville  for  several  weeks  in  the  latter  part  of  (here  28)  May 
2005.  The  provenance  of  this  bird  is  open  to  question,  as  it  seemed  to  appear  when  a 
landscaping  operation  began  work  there.  Photograph  by  Wilton  Lewis. 


N.W.R.  12  Mar  (RS).  Georgia  also  hosted  the 
species;  4  were  in  Mitchell  in  May  (EH,  JFl). 
Totally  unexpected  was  the  Wood  Duck 
found  offshore  out  of  Oregon  Inlet,  NC  29 
May  (BPI);  the  species  is  occasionally  ob¬ 
served  with  scoters  15  km  from  land  off  Vir¬ 
ginia,  particularly  at  the  Chesapeake  Bay 
mouth,  but  North  Carolina  has  few  if  any 
such  records.  The  introduced  population  of 
Mottled  Duck  in  coastal  South  Carolina  has 
been  increasing  for  several  years,  and  it  was 
only  a  matter  of  time  before  the  species  was 
observed  in  North  Carolina.  Two  reports 
came  from  Onslow  14  May:  2  at  a  spoil  island 
pond  at  Camp  Lejeune  (J&SCa)  and  2  at  a 
Topsail  Island  pond  (JFe,  AW),  potentially 
first  state  records.  The  only  Cinnamon  Teal 
reported  this  season  was  a  male  at  a  pond 
along  1-75  in  Bartow,  GA  15  Mar  (SP). 

The  Folly  Beach,  SC  King  Eider  from  the 
winter  season  was  present  until  at  least  5 
Mar  (ND),  while  a  female  was  a  surprise  at 
Oregon  Inlet,  NC,  also  5  Mar  (Jeff  Lewis). 
The  latter  bird  was  with  4  Common  Eiders 
that  had  been  present  there  since  the  winter 
season  (JL,  RD,  m.ob.).  Other  Commons 
noted  were  the  ad.  male  at  Ocean  Isle  Beach, 
NC  until  at  least  20  Mar  (TP)  and  up  to  2  at 
Edisto  Beach,  SC  11  Mar-21  Apr  (CR,  ND  et 
al.).  The  male  Harlequin  Duck  present  at 
Myrtle  Beach,  SC  from  the  winter  was  last 


reported  5  Mar  (ND);  a 
first-winter  male  was  at  At¬ 
lantic  Beach,  NC  26-28 
Mar  (JF,  SB).  Noteworthy 
inland  scoters  included  a 
Surf  at  L.  Acworth,  GA  14 
Mar  (CS)  and  a  Black  at 
Trout  L.,  Blowing  Rock, 
NC  20  Mar  (BC).  This  sea¬ 
son’s  nesting  Hooded  Mer¬ 
ganser  reports  involved  7 
(with  one  young  bird)  at 
Jordan  L.,  NC  1  May  (DS 
et  al.)  and  several  at  Yates 
Mill  Pond,  Waite,  NC  14 
May  (JCo  et  al.).  Late  mer¬ 
gansers  included  a  female 
Common  at  Jordan  L.,  NC 
8  May  (PT)  and  a  female 
Red-breasted  on  the 
Catawba  R.,  Catawba,  NC 
29  May  (DM). 

RAPTORS 
THROUGH 
ALCIDS 

Twenty-six  reports  of  ex- 
tralimital  Swallow-tailed 
Kites  were  received  this 
spring — many  more  than 
usual.  Georgia  had  7, 
South  Carolina  one,  and 
North  Carolina  a  stagger¬ 
ing  18  reports.  The  earli¬ 
est  were  singles  at  Jekyll  I.,  GA  (/ideJS)  and 
Woodbine,  GA  (BB),  both  11  Mar.  The  far¬ 
thest  n.  was  near  the  Wright  Bridge,  Cur¬ 
rituck,  NC  3  Apr  (fide  TP),  and  the  farthest 


In  the  Southeast,  King  Eider  is  much  less  common  than 
Common  Eider.  This  female  King  was  present  at  Oregon 
Inlet,  North  Carolina  5  March  2005,  conveniently  in  the 
company  of  four  Commons.  Photograph  by  Jeff  Lewis. 


out  of  the  normal  range  were  the  singles  at 
Eufaula  N.W.R. ,  GA  1  May  (fide  TM)  and 
Charlotte,  NC  21  May  (fide  TP).  Mississip¬ 
pi  Kites  were  reported  in  average  numbers; 
in  Dare,  NC,  2  each  at  Kill  Devil  Hills  14 
May  (JL)  and  at  Rodanthe  16  May  (GLA, 
ESB)  were  observed  in  southbound  flight 
toward  Buxton,  now  an  expected  phenom¬ 
enon  during  periods  of  northerly  winds,  as 
also  seen  at  Cape  May,  NJ  and  Cape 
Charles,  VA.  Continuing  a  very  recent 
trend,  several  pale  Red-tailed  Hawks  were 
reported.  One  was  at  Alligator  River 
N.W.R.,  NC  19  Mar  (RD)  and  another  at 
Oxbow  Meadows,  GA  1  Apr  (WC).  In  re¬ 
cent  years,  kriderii  has  come  to  be  treated  as 
a  pale  morph  of  the  e.  subspecies  borealis 
rather  than  as  a  distinct  prairie  subspecies; 
both  the  North  Carolina  and  the  Georgia 
birds  appeared  to  be  typical  of  kriderii.  An¬ 
other  pale  Red-tailed  at  Alligator  River 
N.W.R.  in  Mar  (RD),  however,  seemed  a 
closer  match  for  fuertesi  (unknown  in  the 
East)!  Quite  rare  in  spring  in  the  Region, 
Rough-legged  Hawks  were  at  North  River 
Farms,  Carteret,  NC  6  Mar  (JF  et  al.)  and 
along  NC  441  in  Macon,  NC  20  Apr  (JM). 
Also  quite  rare  and  unexpected  in  spring 
was  the  subad.  Golden  Eagle  seen  near 
Griffin,  Spalding,  GA  on  the  late  date  of  31 
May  (EB). 

Inland  rails  of  note  included  2  Blacks  in  n. 
Greene,  GA  22  May  (PWS),  a  Black  along 
Mid  Pines  Rd.,  Wake,  NC  30  May+  (JSn,  SS, 
TK),  and  a  Sora  on  Rich  Mt.,  Watauga,  NC 

29  Apr  (W1  et  al.).  Sandhill  Cranes  contin¬ 
ued  to  be  reported  rather  frequently,  with 
some  of  the  more  interesting  sightings  in¬ 
volving  4  near  Townville,  SC  6  Mar  (JE  et 
al.),  3  near  the  French  Broad  R.,  Henderson, 
NC  6  Mar  (MW),  one  at  Sapelo  I.,  GA  3  May 
(DCo),  one  at  Ft.  Fisher,  NC  23  May  (JPa), 
and  one  in  Decatur,  GA  23-30  May  (WW). 
The  reintroduced  Whooping  Cranes  that 
wintered  in  the  Carolinas  remained  until  late 
Mar,  when  they  were  observed  migrating 
northward.  Truly  unexpected  were  the  2 
seen  near  High  Rock  L.,  NC  for  two  days  in 
mid-May  (fide  HL)! 

The  only  reports  of  American  Golden- 
Plover  received  this  spring  came  from 
Hoop.,  with  2  on  28  Mar  (SG)  and  6  on  2 
Apr  (WF,  RSe),  and  Clemson,  SC,  with  one 

30  Mar  (PC).  Noteworthy  Black-necked  Stilt 
reports  involved  one  very  early  at  Little  St. 
Simons  I.,  GA  5  Mar  (BN)  and  one  being  lo¬ 
cally  unusual  at  Calabash  Creek,  Sunset 
Beach,  NC  25  Mar  (RD).  Inland  shorebirds 
of  note  included  7  Willets  at  West  Point  L., 
GA  22  Apr  (WC),  6  Stilt  Sandpipers  at  the 
E.L.H.  28-29  Apr  (CL),  50  Short-billed 
Dowitchers  in  Floyd,  GA  30  Apr  (CS,  MD), 
a  Wilson’s  Phalarope  at  the  E.L.H.  28  Apr-1 
May  (CL,  DV),  and  a  Red-necked  Phalarope 
at  Townville,  SC  7  May  (SCx  et  al.).  The  best 
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Providing  only  the  second  documented  spring  record  of  Buff-breasted  Sand¬ 
piper  in  South  Carolina,  this  bird  was  photographed  at  the  Savannah  Spoil 
Site,  Jasper  County  28  April  2005.  Photograph  by  Steve  Calver. 


Upland  Sandpiper  count  reported  was  the  12 
on  Cumberland  I.,  GA  on  the  early  date  of 
12  Mar  (DF  et  ah).  One  at  Marietta,  GA  7 
May  (JCs)  was  rather  late  for  a  species  that 
normally  moves  through  the  Region  in  Apr. 
Three  Long-billed  Curlews  remained  at  Lit¬ 
tle  St.  Simons  I.,  GA  until  late  Apr  (BN),  and 
3  were  on  Sapelo  L,  GA  as  late  as  24  May 
(SW  et  al.).  Purple  Sandpipers  often  linger 
into  late  spring  in  the  Region,  and  this  year’s 
late  bird  was  at  Oregon  Inlet,  NC  29  May 
(RD).  Easily  the  most  unusual  shorebird  this 
spring  was  the  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper 
photographed  at  the  S.S.S.  28  Apr  (SC).  This 
species  is  normally  a  spring  migrant  in  the 
interior  of  the  continent,  and  the  Region  has 
only  five  Georgia  and  one  South  Carolina 
spring  reports  otherwise.  American  Wood¬ 
cocks  are  very  local  breeders  in  the  Region; 
thus  of  note  were  the  ads.  with  2  young  in 
the  Croatan  N.E,  NC  31  Mar  (fide  JF).  The 
most  interesting  Red  Phalarope  reports  were 
1500  off  of  Murrell’s  Inlet,  SC  30  Mar  (JP) 
and  the  13  onshore  at  South  Pond,  Pea  I.  18 
Apr  (JL)  following  a  coastal  storm. 

The  only  jaegers  reported  from  shore  were 
2  Pomarines  at  Pea  I.  14  May  (MS)  and  a 
Parasitic  at  Coquina  Beach,  Dare  21  May 
(GLA,  ESB  et  al.).  Offshore  numbers  were 
good  in  mid-May  but  down  later  in  the 
month,  with  the  peak  count  of  Pomarine  be¬ 
ing  20  off  Manteo,  NC  13  May  (BP1).  Only 


one  Parasitic  Jaeger  was  noted 
offshore,  that  being  off  Hatteras, 
NC  29  May  (BPI).  Always  note¬ 
worthy  in  the  Region,  Long¬ 
tailed  Jaegers  were  found  twice 
off  North  Carolina:  4  were  seen 
13  May  and  one  the  next  day, 
both  trips  out  of  Oregon  Inlet 
(BPI).  Franklin’s  Gulls  were 
found  twice:  an  ad.  below  the  L. 
Walter  F  George  Dam,  GA  3  Apr 
(JFl,  EH)  and  another  at  Cedar  I., 
NC  23  May  (R&SBo).  The  Little 
Gull  inland  at  Jordan  L.,  NC  from 
the  winter  season  was  last  noted 
12  Mar  (DS  et  al.),  and  the  first- 
winter  Black-headed  Gull  at  the 
Conway,  SC  W.T.P.  was  last  re¬ 
ported  9  Mar  (JP).  Other  gulls  of 
note  were  3  Lesser  Black-backeds 
still  at  Kill  Devil  Hills,  NC  29 
May  (LW),  now  an  expected  late- 
May  lingerer  on  the  Outer  Banks, 
and  a  second-winter  Glaucous 
Gull  at  Oregon  Inlet,  NC  19  Mar 
(BPf,  RD).  The  very  rare  Sabine’s 
Gull  was  found  twice  off  North 
Carolina  this  spring:  an  ad.  was 
off  Manteo  14  May,  and  a  first- 
summer  bird  was  off  Manteo  28 
May  (BPI),  the  first  offshore  since 
1991.  Inland  tern  reports  of  note 
included  a  peak  count  of  33 
Caspians  at  L.  Wheeler,  Raleigh,  NC  23  Apr 
(RD),  a  very  rare  non-coastal  Royal  at  L. 
Crabtree,  Wake,  NC  10  Apr  (BBo),  a  Least  at 
the  E.L.H.  31  May  (CL),  and  a  Black  at  the 
E.L.H.  30  May  (SBa).  Arctic  Tern  numbers 
offshore  were  way  down  in  North  Carolina 
this  spring  (only  one  off  Manteo  14  May), 


but  4  off  Charleston,  SC  28  May  (ND  et  al.) 
provided  one  of  the  very  few  records  in  that 
state.  In  South  Carolina,  tropical  tern  high¬ 
lights  included  13  Bridleds  off  Charleston  28 
May  (ND  et  al.),  3  early  Bridleds  off 
Charleston  10  Apr  (ND  et  al.),  single  Sooties 
off  Charleston  14  &  28  May  (ND  et  al.),  and 
a  Sooty  near  shore  at  Crab  Bank,  Charleston 
Harbor  14  May  (ND).  South  Carolina’s  first 
spring  Brown  Noddy  was  photographed  off 
Charleston  28  May  (ND  et  al.).  Practically 
all  sightings  of  this  species  in  the  Region  are 
during  summer  and  early  fall,  typically  after 
tropical  storms.  Also  of  note  inland  was  the 
Black  Skimmer  at  L.  Walter  F  George,  GA  29 
May  (JFl,  EH).  This  species  is  very  unusual 
away  from  the  coast  anywhere  in  North 
America  (with  the  exception  of  Florida). 

The  winter’s  alcid  invasion  continued  into 
the  spring.  A  Thick-billed  Murre  present  at 
Bogue  Inlet,  NC  24  Mar-12  Apr  (SCa,  HW 
et  al.)  was  joined  by  another  for  at  least  one 
day  30  Mar  (JCa,  BP).  Also  a  Thick-billed 
was  found  dead  at  Atlantic  Beach,  NC  on  the 
late  date  of  1  May  (fide  JF),  providing  a  rare 
specimen  for  that  state.  Razorbills  continued 
to  be  the  most  obvious  alcid  in  the  Region, 
with  the  best  count  being  30  at  Atlantic 
Beach,  NC  4  Mar  (JF).  The  latest  reported 
Razorbills  were  5  near  Ft.  Macon,  NC  28 
Mar  (RD).  Also  very  unusual  was  the  injured 
ad.  Atlantic  Puffin  picked  up  at  Atlantic 
Beach,  NC  28  Mar  (fide  JCa),  which  died 
during  an  operation  to  repair  a  broken  wing 
at  the  North  Carolina  Zoo  several  days  later. 

DOVES  THROUGH  THRUSHES 

This  season’s  White-winged  Doves  included 
singles  at  Little  St.  Simons  L,  GA  during  the 
first  week  of  Apr  (BN),  at  Charlotte,  NC 


An  extremely  rare  sight  off  North  Carolina's  coast  in  spring,  Sabine's  Gull  was  recorded  twice  this  season:  once  14  May  2005, 
the  other  30  May  (here)  off  Manteo.  The  species  was  previous  reported  here  most  recently  in  1 992.  The  appearance  of  the 
latter  bird  may  have  been  tied  to  powerful  northeasterly  winds  of  the  previous  three  days.  Photograph  by  George  L.  Armistecd. 
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This  adult  Atlantic  Puffin  was  picked  up  injured  at  Topsail  Island,  North  Carolina  28  March  2005  (here).  It  was  transported 
to  the  North  Carolina  Zoo,  where  it  died  during  an  operation  to  repair  a  broken  wing.  Photograph  by).  Gardner. 


10-11  May  (fide  TP),  near  Quitman, 
Brooks ,  GA  14  May  (RH),  and  onjekyll  I., 
GA  16  May  (MC).  Black-billed  Cuckoos 
staged  one  of  their  better  spring  migrations 
through  the  Region  this  year.  The  most  in¬ 
teresting  reports  involved  one  extremely 
early  at  Augusta,  GA  3  Apr  (LS),  one  at  San¬ 
tee  N.W.R.,  SC  10  May  (IP),  one  at  Moore’s 
Creek  Battleground,  Pender,  NC  26  May 
(JEn),  and  one  at  Alligator  River  N.W.R., 
NC  28  May  (ML).  One  of  the  most  unex¬ 
pected  birds  of  the  spring  had  to  be  the  Bur¬ 
rowing  Owl  photographed  in  Asheville,  NC 
during  its  apparent  two-week  stay  (up  until 
28  May)  at  a  mall  parking  lot  (WL).  There 
was  major  landscaping  work  being  done 
there,  and  the  bird  could  have  arrived  from 
Florida  via  one  of  the  trucks  used  to  bring 
in  materials.  There  are  two  previous  reports 
from  coastal  North  Carolina,  and  their 
provenance  is  similarly  unclear.  Chuck- 
wills-widows  normally  return  to  the  Region 
during  late  Mar  but  are  not  normally  found 
offshore  (as  they  are  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico); 
4  well  off  Savannah,  GA  21-22  Mar  (RW) 
were  thus  rather  surprising.  Another  good 
find,  somewhat  overdue,  was  the  ad.  Buff- 
bellied  Hummingbird  photographed  at  a 
feeder  in  Pavo,  Thomas-Brooks,  GA  1-5  Apr 
( fide  BBg).  Not  only  was  this  the  first  for 
that  state,  it  was  only  the  2nd  for  the  Re¬ 
gion,  the  first  being  one  banded  in  Lexing¬ 
ton,  SC  in  Dec  2001. 

Only  2  Olive-sided  Flycatchers  were 
found  this  spring:  along  White  House  Rd., 


Columbia,  SC  1  May  (CE)  and  along  Hein- 
tooga  Rcl.,  Swain,  NC  21  May  (RD).  Empi- 
donax  flycatchers  away  from  the  mountains 
included  an  Alder  at  Paulks  Pasture  W.M.A., 
Glynn,  GA  8  May  (GK),  a  Willow  at  Mc¬ 
Dowell  Prairie,  Mecklenburg,  NC  in  the  last 
week  of  May  (CH,  JW),  and  a  Willow  along 
1-95  in  Halifax,  NC  30  May  (CM).  Early 
Eastern  Kingbirds  were  found  several  times 
this  spring:  one  at  Grand  Bay,  Valdosta,  GA 
13  Mar  (BBg),  2  at  Bear  Island  W.M.A.,  SC 
24  Mar  (LM),  and  one  in  Henderson,  NC  30 
Mar  (WF).  An  Eastern  Kingbird  in  pelagic 
waters  off  Oregon  Inlet,  NC  24  May  (BPI) 
was  most  unusual.  Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers 
made  news  again  this  spring.  In  Georgia,  one 
was  at  Robinson  Nature  Preserve  7-8  May 
(DH  et  al.) ,  one  was  in  Bartow  19  May 
(MDa),  one  was  in  Griffin,  Spalding  21-22 
May  (EB,  MB),  and  2  were  in  the  usual  Mc¬ 
Donough,  Henry  site  23  May  (CHu  et  al.).  In 
South  Carolina,  singles  were  near  the  Clarks 
Hill  Res.  dam  20-29  May  (LS,  RC)  and  in  n. 
Greenville  23-26  May  (JoW,  JCl). 

Common  Ravens  continued  their  increas¬ 
ing  presence  away  from  the  mountains;  sin¬ 
gles  at  Durant  Nature  Park,  Raleigh,  NC  10 
Apr  (JCo)  and  at  Whispering  Pines,  Moore, 
NC  29  Apr  (SCb)  were  well  e.  of  usual  areas. 
Nesting  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  were  once 
again  found  s.  of  North  Carolina.  A  pair  was 
at  a  nest  hole  at  Burrells  Ford,  SC  15-18 
Apr,  and  a  pair  was  excavating  at  the  Nichol¬ 
son  homesite,  Rabun,  GA  19  Apr  (FR).  The 
thrush  migration  was  definitely  uneventful. 


The  best  counts  involved  the 
412  Swainson’s  and  17  Gray- 
cheekeds  during  a  predawn 
count  at  Kennesaw  Mt.  11  May 
(GB  et  al.).  Other  noteworthy 
thrush  reports  included  a  late 
Gray-cheeked  at  Southlands 
Forest,  Decatur,  GA  25  May 
(MBe)  and  an  early  Wood 
Thrush  at  Southern  Pines,  NC 
31  Mar  (WI).  American  Robins 
are  not  often  mentioned  in  mi¬ 
gration  reports  in  spring,  but  a 
specimen  recovered  from  the  R2 
tower  well  off  Georgia  22  Mar 
(RW)  was  unusual. 

WARBLERS 
THROUGH 
FINCHES 

Blue-winged  Warblers  are  rare 
along  the  coast  in  spring;  note¬ 
worthy  were  singles  onjekyll  I., 
GA  5  Apr  (KB),  at  the  S.S.S.  24 
Apr  (SC),  and  on  Roanoke  I., 
NC  3-6  May  (JL).  Six  was  an  ex¬ 
cellent  one-day  total  at  Kenne¬ 
saw  Mt.  27  Apr  (DZ).  A  Ten¬ 
nessee  Warbler  on  Roanoke  I., 
NC  3-5  May  (JL)  was  the  only 
coastal  one  reported.  More  Nashville  War¬ 
blers  were  reported  than  usual,  especially  at 
Kennesaw  Mt.,  where  2  per  day  were  noted 
on  seven  days  late  Apr-early  May  (m.ob.); 
one  on  Roanoke  I.,  NC  9  May  (JL)  provided 
a  rare  spring  record  for  the  coast.  Very  late 
and  locally  unusual  for  coastal  Georgia  were 
Yellow  Warblers  on  Sapelo  I.  24  May  and 
Harris  Neck  N.W.R.  26  May  (SW  et  al.)  and 
a  Magnolia  Warbler  on  Sapelo  I.  24  May 
(SW).  A  Cape  May  Warbler  at  Carrboro,  NC 
18  Mar  (MM)  was  most  likely  a  wintering 
bird,  being  too  early  for  a  migrant.  Apparent 
late  migrants  included  a  Black-throated 
Green  Warbler  on  Roanoke  I.,  NC  30  May 
(JL),  2  singing  Yellow-rumped  Warblers 
along  the  Appalachian  Trail  at  Grassy  Ridge 
near  Roan  Mt.,  NC  26  May  ( fide  EP),  and  a 
Blackburnian  Warbler  at  Robinson  Nature 
Preserve,  Cobb,  GA  28  May  (DH).  Several 
slightly  early  migrant  warblers  were  report¬ 
ed,  such  as  a  Blackpoll  at  Jackson  Park,  Hen¬ 
dersonville,  NC  22  Apr  (ST),  three  Pro- 
thonotaries  in  the  Green  Swamp,  Brunswick, 
NC  25  Mar  (RD),  and  a  Swainson’s  near 
Charleston,  SC  24  Mar  (ND).  Cerulean  War¬ 
blers  were  noted  in  average  numbers,  and 
the  most  unusual  sightings  were  from 
Roanoke  I.,  NC  28  Apr  and  2  May  (JL).  Sin¬ 
gle  Northern  Waterthrushes  were  somewhat 
early  near  Darien,  McIntosh,  GA  (DCo)  and 
the  offshore  tower  R2  (*;  RW),  both  22  Mar. 
Connecticut  Warblers  were  reported  more 
often  than  usual.  At  Kennesaw  Mt.,  singles 
were  reported  11  &  16  May  (GB,  PH  et  al.), 
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and  2  were  there  19  May  (LWe).  Jackson 
Park,  NC  also  had  multiple  sightings  (possi¬ 
bly  of  the  same  individual)  10-14  May  (JSm, 
WF  et  al.,  RSe);  and  singles  were  at  Shepard 
Nature  Preserve,  GA  1  May  (JMd),  Griffin, 
GA  4  May  (EB),  and  Seneca,  SC  13  May 
(PC).  Mourning  Warblers  also  made  a  good 
showing,  with  singles  at  Jackson  Park,  NC 
12  &  22  May  (WF,  RSe,  TJ),  at  Kennesaw 
Mt.  19  May  (LWe),  and  near  Bluff  Mt.,  Ashe, 
NC  27  May  (ML).  An  unidentified  Oporornis 
warbler  was  seen  on  Jekyll  I.,  GA  12  May 
(LT),  providing  a  very  unusual  sighting  for 
the  coast.  Wilson’s  Warbler  numbers  were 
down  this  spring;  easternmost  was  one 
along  the  Neuse  R.  in 
Raleigh,  NC  7  May  (RD). 

A  male  Western  Tanager 
was  noted  on  the  Outer 
Banks  at  Bodie  I.,  NC  29 
May  (fide  JL),  and  an  early 
Summer  Tanager  arrived  at 
Little  St.  Simons  I.,  GA  23 
Mar  (BN  et  ah).  A  Bach¬ 
man’s  Sparrow  at  Kenne¬ 
saw  Mt.  7  May  was  consid¬ 
ered  extremely  rare  for  that 
Piedmont  locale  (GB  et  ah). 

Clay-colored  Sparrows  that 
wintered  at  North  River 
Farms,  Carteret,  NC  peaked 
at  5  on  20  Mar  and  one  re¬ 
mained  until  at  least  1  May 
QF,  JFe  et  ah);  one  at  the 
S.S.S.  28  Apr  (SC)  was  a 
very  good  find.  The 
Henslow’s  Sparrow  breed¬ 
ing  populations  at  the  VOA 
sites  in  e.  NC  were  again 
counted,  with  53  singing 
males  at  the  Beaufort  site  14 
May  and  55  singing  males  at  the  Pitt  site  15 
May  (JW).  These  numbers  represent  a  sub¬ 
stantial  decrease  from  years  past,  reflecting 
changes  in  mowing  practices.  Lincoln’s  Spar¬ 
rows,  always  noteworthy  in  spring,  were  not¬ 
ed  at  North  River  Farms,  Carteret,  NC  6  & 
20  Mar  (JF;  JFe  et  ah),  at  Athens,  GA  5  May 
(fide  MF),  at  Gastonia,  NC  9  May  (STr),  and 
at  the  McDowell  Prairie,  Mecklenburg,  NC  20 
May  (CH).  Late  White-throated  Sparrows  re¬ 
ported  included  singles  at  Jackson  Park,  NC 
22  May  (WF  et  ah),  on  Roanoke  h,  NC  27 
May  (JL),  and  at  Hammocks  Beach  S.P.,  On¬ 
slow,  NC  28  May  (AG).  The  rarest  sparrow  of 
the  season  was  clearly  the  ad.  Harris’s  Spar¬ 
row  present  at  a  feeder  in  Athens,  GA  early- 
24  Mar  (fide  JFl,  B&DZ,  m.ob.). 

Impressive  numbers  of  migrant  buntings 
in  late  Apr  included  25  Blue  Grosbeaks  in  n. 
Greene,  GA  24  Apr  (PS)  and  14  Blue  Gros¬ 
beaks  and  37  Indigo  Buntings  at  the  S.S.S.  28 
Apr  (SC).  An  imm.  male  Indigo  Bunting  at 
Tybee  I.,  GA  1-2  Mar  (RW)  had  probably 
wintered,  while  2  at  a  feeder  on  Roanoke  I., 


NC  29  Mar  were  more  likely  early  migrants 
(JL).  Several  wintering  Painted  Buntings  lin¬ 
gered  into  the  spring  season,  e.g.,  one  on  Ty¬ 
bee  L,  GA  2  Mar  (RW).  Others  away  from 
the  usual  range  included  males  at  Whisper¬ 
ing  Pines,  NC  24  Apr  (SCb),  at  Sanford,  NC 
3  May  (DMac),  and  at  Duluth,  GA  23-24 
May  (AC,  KT).  In  one  of  the  best  flights  in 
recent  memory,  Dickcissels  were  widely  re¬ 
ported  across  the  Region  this  spring.  The 
best  counts  received  included  an  amazing  21 
at  North  River  Farms,  Carteret,  NC  15  May+ 
(JF,  JFe,  R&SBo),  15+  at  Griffin,  GA  23  May 
(EB),  and  up  to  12  at  Townville,  SC  7  (SCx 
et  ah)  &  19  May  (BM).  There  were  at  least 


20  other  reports  that  came  from  across  the 
Region  from  the  coast  to  the  mountains. 

In  the  same  fields  as  the  Dickcissels,  3 
Bobolinks  at  North  River  Farms,  NC  28  May 
(JF,  JFe,  R&SBo)  were  quite  late  for  a  coastal 
locality.  The  always  noteworthy  Yellow¬ 
headed  Blackbird  was  found  twice:  a  male  at 
the  Oregon  Inlet,  NC  campground  2  Apr 
(JL)  and  another  at  Jack’s  Creek,  L.  Marion, 
SC  27  Apr  (JBt).  Brewer’s  Blackbirds  were  at 
Hoop.,  with  up  to  3  there  2-7  Apr  (WF,  RSe, 
GM)  and  3  at  Townville,  SC  19  Mar  (ST). 
Only  one  Shiny  Cowbird  was  found,  that  be¬ 
ing  a  male  at  Ft.  Macon,  NC  13  May  (RN).  A 
first-year  male  Bullock’s  Oriole  at  a  feeder  in 
Loris,  SC  5  Apr  (L&ES)  was  potentially  that 
state’s  2nd  record.  After  the  solid  finch  in¬ 
flux  this  past  winter,  several  late  reports  of 
note  included  single  Purple  Finches  at  Alli¬ 
gator  River  N.W.R.,  NC  16  Apr  (JL)  and  near 
Grandfather  Mt.,  NC  30  Apr  (RD)  and  a 
Pine  Siskin  in  Durham,  NC  30  May  (GD). 
Red  Crossbill  sightings  included  6  at  a  feed¬ 
er  in  Fannin,  GA  16  Mar  (fide  TS),  up  to  3 


near  Grandfather  Mt.  NC  30  Apr  (NM,  RD), 
one  at  a  feeder  in  Blowing  Rock,  NC  29  Apr 
(Wl,  JL),  and  8  at  Little  Switzerland,  NC  1 
May  (TL). 

Contributors:  Ruthellen  Anderson,  George 
L.  Armistead,  Nate  Bacheler,  Steve  Barlow 
(SBa),  Giff  Beaton,  Betty  Belanger,  Michael 
Bell  (MBe),  Steve  Benbow,  Brad  Bergstrom 
(BBg),  Ken  Blankenship,  Eric  Beohm, 
Michael  Beohm,  Brian  Bockhahn  (BBo), 
Rich  &  Susan  Boyd  (R&SBo),  Jerry  Bright 
(JBt),  Edward  S.  Brinkley,  Patrick  Brisse, 
James  Brooks,  Steve  Calver,  Keith  Camburn, 
Jamie  &  Sue  Cameron  (J&SCa),  Susan 
Campbell  (SCb),  Derb 
Carter,  Robin  Carter,  Jack 
Carusos  (JCs),  Jeff  Catlin 
(JC1),  Paul  Champlin,  Bob 
Cherry,  Marjorie  Clark, 
Doris  Cohrs  (DCo),  John 
Connors  (JCo),  Angie  Con¬ 
rad,  Steve  Cox  (SCx),  Mark 
Davis,  Ricky  Davis,  Nathan 
Dias,  Marion  Dobbs,  Greg 
Dodge,  Dick  Dole,  Tom 
Driscoll,  Caroline  Eastman, 
Jim  Edwards,  John  Ennis 
(JEn),  Jack  Fennell  (JFe), 
Jim  Flynn  (JFl),  Wayne 
Forsythe,  Dot  Freeman, 
Mark  Freeman,  John 
Fussell,  Al  Gamache,  Stu 
Gibeau,  David  Hedeen, 
Richard  Hester,  Earl  Horn, 
Pierre  Howard,  Chris  Huff- 
stickler,  Chris  Hughes 
(CHu),  Wayne  Irvin,  Tom 
Joyce,  Gene  Keferl,  Tom 
Krakauer,  Carol  Lambert, 
Gail  Lankford,  Harry 
LeGrand,  Jr.,  Jeff  Lewis,  Wilton  Lewis, 
Tomm  Lorenzin,  Bill  Lotz,  Merrill  Lynch, 
Donna  MacLennan  (DMac),  Jeff  Madsen 
(JMd),  Dwayne  Martin,  Greg  Massey,  Bob 
Maxwell,  Jonathan  Mays,  Lloyd  Moon,  Nell 
Moore,  Terry  Moore,  Chris  Moorman,  Mar¬ 
vin  Morales,  Randy  Newman,  Brandon  Noel, 
Sandy  Panglejim  Parnell  (JPa),  Brian  Patte- 
son,  Inc.  (BP1),  Jack  Peachey,  B.  Pfieffer 
(BPf),  Taylor  Piephoff.  Irwin  Pitts,  Eloise 
Potter,  Frank  Renfrew,  Carroll  Richard,  Lar¬ 
ry  Russell,  Chuck  Saleeby,  Ron  Selvey  (RSe), 
Jeff  Sewell,  Doug  Shadwick,  Steve  Shultz, 
Mike  Skakuj,  Jon  Smith  (JSm),  Roger  Smith, 
John  Sneeden  (JSn),  Joshua  Spence  (JSp), 
Lois  Stacey,  Tom  Striker,  Paul  W.  Sykes,  Jr., 
Karen  Theodorou,  Lydia  Thompson,  Simon 
Thompson,  Pam  Timmons,  Steve  Tracy 
(STr),  Dan  Vickers,  Heathy  Walker,  John 
Walker  (JoW),  Judy  Walker,  Andy  Webb, 
Lorna  West  (LWo),  Wendy  West,  Marilyn 
Westphal,  Russ  Wigh,  Les  Willis,  Sheila 
Willis,  John  Wright,  Bob  &  Deb  Zaremba 
(B&DZ).  © 


This  adult  Harris's  Sparrow  frequented  a  feeder  in  Athens,  Georgia  in  March  2005  and  was  last  seen 
(and  photographed  here)  24  March.  There  are  few  previous  state  records.  Photograph  by  Bob  Zaremba. 
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Florida 


Bruce  H.  Anderson 

2917  Scarlet  Road 
Winter  Park,  Florida  32792 
(scizortail@aol.com) 

It  was  a  good  season  for  vagrants,  with 
1 1  reviewable  rarities  reported,  among 
them  Florida’s  first  Northern  Fulmar 
and  the  states  (and  continent’s)  sixth  Red- 
legged  Honeycreeper,  all  six  records  of 
which  have  come  in  the  past  25  months. 
Fallouts  of  Neotropical  migrats  were  noted 
on  24  and  27  April. 

Abbreviations/definitions:  C.A.  (Conserva¬ 
tion  Area);  FO.S.R.C.  (Florida  Ornithologi¬ 
cal  Society  Records  Committee);  N.S.R.A. 
(North  Shore  Recreation  Area);  UF  (Uni¬ 
versity  of  Florida  at  Gainesville  [specimen 
collection]);  report  (any  observation); 
record  (only  reports  verifiable  from  photo¬ 
graph,  videotape,  or  specimen  evidence). 


LOONS  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

Good  local  counts  of  Common  Loons  were 
12+  off  Key  Biscayne,  Miami-Dade  7  Mar 
(RD)  and  52  over  Gainesville  4  Apr  (AK); 
one  in  alternate  plumage  at  Tallahassee  15- 
21  May  (GM)  was  late.  Providing  the  first 
record  for  Florida  was  the  Northern  Ful¬ 
mar  that  beached  at  Satellite  Beach,  Brevard 
19  Apr  and  died  later  (*UF  44664,  fide 
TW).  A  good  count  of  100  Northern  Gan- 
nets  at  St.  George  I.,  Franklin  was  made  5 
May  (JC).  Brown  Pelicans  now  are  regular 
inland  in  the  cen.  peninsula,  with  6  at  Lake 
Apopka  N.S.R.A.  30  Apr-1  May  (FIR).  A 
Magnificent  Frigatebird  was  inland  to 
Gainesville  18  Apr  (BCa).  Ten  American 
Bitterns  were  counted  at  Lake  Apopka 
N.S.R.A.  20  Mar  (HR),  while  2  at  L.  Jack- 
son,  Leon  tarried  through  8  May  (MHi). 
Four  Great  White  Herons  were  found  out  of 
range:  2  at  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  30  Mar 
(HR)  and  singles  at  Melbourne  Beach,  Bre¬ 
vard  in  late  Apr  (AB)  and  St.  George  1.  30 
May  QaD).  An  aberrant  Cattle  Egret,  nearly 
entirely  buff-colored,  was  found  near  Polk 
City,  Polk  19  Apr  (PF  et  al.,  ph.  LC).  An 
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imm.  White-faced  Ibis  enlivened  St.  Marks 
N.W.R.  9-12  Apr  (BR  et  al.);  sightings  of 
this  species  have  become  annual  in  recent 
years.  Providing  the  first  breeding  report  for 
Florida — and  probably  the  New  World — 
was  an  active  Sacred  Ibis  nest  at  Loxahatch- 
ee  N.W.R.,  Palm  Beach  23  May  (GH).  Twen¬ 
ty-eight  Roseate  Spoonbills  were  at  Polk 
phosphate  mines  6  May  (PF),  while  3  oth¬ 
ers  (probably  nonbreeding  birds)  visited  a 
rookery  at  Emeralda  Marsh  C.A.,  Lake  for 
four  weeks  through  18  May  (PM). 

The  most  interesting  Black-bellied 
Whistling-Duck  report  was  of  150  at  L.  1s- 
tokpoga,  Highlands  30  May  (MMc).  Single 
Greater  White-fronted  Geese  lingered  at 
Springhill  Rd.  W.T.P,  Leon  through  2  Mar 
(GM)  and  Gainesville  through  25  May  (PLa 
et  al.).  An  active  Canada  Goose  nest  was 
found  at  Hudson,  Pasco  31  Mar  (KT),  while 
a  free-flying  goose  flew  northward  past  Bill 
Baggs  Cape  Florida  S.P.,  Miami-Dade  14 
May  (RD).  A  Northern  Pintail  lingered  at 
Merritt  Island  N.W.R.  through  29  May 
(TD),  and  the  Common  (Eurasian  Green¬ 
winged)  Teal  at  Gainesville  remained 
through  9  Mar  (PBu  et  al.).  Photographed 
by  a  visiting  birder  and  not  reported  until 
weeks  afterward  was  a  female  Masked 
Duck  at  Viera  Wetlands,  Brevard  16  Mar,  re¬ 
portedly  accompanied  by  a  male  (EH). 
There  were  12,400  Ruddy  Ducks  on  L. 
Apopka  20  Mar  (HR). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  SH0REBIRDS 

Up  to  6  Snail  Kites  frequented  L.  Tsala 
Apopka,  Citivs  20  Apr-14  May  (E&MS);  a 
pair  nested  at  L.  Istokpoga  30  May  (MMc). 
Perhaps  representing  a  slight  range  exten¬ 
sion,  a  pair  of  Mississippi  Kites  tended  a 
nest  at  Apalachicola,  Franklin  6  May  (KM). 
Other  Mississippi  reports  included  200+ 
over  Tram  Rd.  W.T.P,  Leon  6  May  (EW),  a 
migrant  at  Green  Cay  Wetlands,  Palm  Beach 
7  May  (BM),  and  30  at  the  s.  end  of  breed¬ 
ing  range  at  Ocala  27  May+  (AL).  Robinson 
tallied  165  Northern  Harriers  at  Lake  Apop¬ 
ka  N.S.R.A.  13  Mar.  Two  Cooper’s  Hawks 
fledged  from  a  nest  at  w.  Kendall,  Miami- 
Dade  in  May  QBo).  Five  reports  of  Short¬ 
tailed  Hawk  were  received,  one  each  in 
Highlands ,  Lake,  Pasco,  Seminole,  and  Volu¬ 
sia.  Boyd  saw  the  Great  Black-Hawk  at  Key 
Biscayne  23  Apr;  it  appeared  to  be  of  the 
race  unibitinga,  found  mostly  in  n.  South 
America  and  on  Trinidad.  (JBo).  A  Crested 
Caracara  at  s.  Merritt  I.  27  Apr  was  ex- 
tralimital  (BPa).  Quite  rare  in  Pinellas,  an 
American  Kestrel  pair  nested  unsuccessful¬ 
ly  at  an  electrical  substation  23  Apr-14 
May,  then  attempted  nesting  in  a  wooden 
pole  27  May+  (JF). 

A  pair  of  Limpkins  with  5  young  at  L. 
Munson,  Leon  17  Apr  ( fide  MHi)  was  un¬ 
usual  so  far  north.  American  Golden- 
Plovers  were  found  in  small  numbers  in  the 
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Rarely  photographed  in  the  United  States,  this  Short¬ 
tailed  Hawk  nest  was  found  in  Orange  County,  Florida 
1  February  2005  (here)  and  successfully  fledged  two 
young.  Photograph  by  Alison  R.  Styring. 

cen.  peninsula,  with  another  at  Crandon 
Beach,  Miami-Dade  19  May  (RD).  Irregular 
on  the  Atlantic  side  of  the  state,  a  Snowy 
Plover  graced  Matanzas  Inlet,  St.  Johns  14 
May  (N&TS).  A  high  of  900  American  Av- 
ocets  was  found  at  Polk  mines  10  Apr  (CGe, 
PT).  A  Solitary  Sandpiper  Lake  Apopka 
N.S.R.A.  24  Mar  was  early;  10  were  there  26 
Apr  (HR).  The  most  unusual  Upland  Sand¬ 
piper  report  was  of  one  in  mid-Pinellas  22 
Apr  (JF).  Uncommon  along  the  se.  coast,  5 
Whimbrels  flew  northward  past  MacArthur 
S.P.,  Palm  Beach  7  May  (DR,  AV).  Rare  in 
Florida,  a  Long-billed  Curlew  appeared  at 
Cedar  Key  4-17  Mar  (JHi).  Florida’s  4th 
verifiably  documented  Surfbird,  at  Smyrna 
Dunes  Park,  Volusia  10-11  Apr  (DN,  DR  et 
al.,  ph.  BR),  was  the  first  away  from  the 
Gulf  coast.  Irregular  inland,  2  Sanderlings 
appeared  at  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  1  May 
(HR).  High  peep  counts  at  Polk  mines  in¬ 
cluded  16,000  Semipalmated  Sandpipers  6 
May  (PF)  and  10,000  Least  Sandpipers  10 
Apr  (PT,  CGe)  but  only  20  Western  Sand¬ 
pipers  6  May  (PF).  Two  White-rumped 
Sandpipers  in  cen.  Pasco  29  Apr  (KT)  were 
a  bit  early,  while  good  counts  were  65  at 
Merritt  Island  N.W.R.  30  Apr  (TD,  AV),  9  at 
Springhill  Rd.  W.T.P.  12  May  (GM),  and  17 
in  the  Everglades  Agricultural  Area,  Palm 
Beach  22  May  (BH,  MB).  Single  Pectoral 
Sandpipers  at  Fernandina  Beach,  Nassau 
(PLe)  and  Ft.  De  Soto  (LA),  both  18  Mar, 
and  4  at  Merritt  Island  N.W.R.  19  Mar  (AV, 
TD)  were  somewhat  early.  A  Purple  Sand¬ 
piper  lingered  at  Smyrna  Dunes  Park,  Volu¬ 
sia  through  10  Apr  (AV  et  al.).  Thirty-one 
Dunlin  at  Polk  mines  29  Apr  (PF)  repre¬ 
sented  a  high  inland  count.  The  remarkable 
count  of  9700  Stilt  Sandpipers  at  Polk 
mines  14  May  (PT,  CGe)  established  the 
Florida  record  count  by  4000  individuals 
(set  at  the  same  site  on  29  Apr  2004)!  A  fe¬ 
male  Ruff  graced  Merritt  Island  N.W.R.  15 
May  (TD  et  al.,  ph.  AV).  The  1280  Long¬ 
billed  Dowitchers  also  at  Polk  mines  29  Apr 
made  one  of  the  state’s  highest  counts  (PF). 
Wilson’s  Phalaropes  are  irregular  during 
spring,  so  one  at  St.  Marks  N.W.R.  19  Mar 
(JM)  and  up  to  3  there  7-17  May  (TC  et 


al.),  along  with  another  at  Merritt  Island 
N.W.R.  20-21  May  (TD),  were  surprising. 
A  Red  Phalarope  was  salvaged  at  Dania, 
Broward  16  Dec  (fide  TW). 

JAEGERS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

A  light-morph  ad.  Pomarine  Jaeger  was 
spied  from  Ft.  De  Soto  6  Mar  (PS),  while  a 
Parasitic  Jaeger  was  salvaged  at  Cocoa 
Beach,  Brevard  16  Dec  (fide  TW).  Ft.  De 
Soto’s  Heermann’s  Gull,  semi-resident  since 
Oct  2000,  again  displayed  wanderlust,  this 
time  n.  to  St.  George  I.  27  May  (JE  et  al.). 
Crandon  Beach  supported  up  to  28  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gulls,  including  at  least  one 
of  the  subspecies  intermedius,  through  17 
May  (ph.),  and  2  first-year  Great  Black- 
backed  Gulls  through  18  May  (RD). 

Unpredictable  in  occurrence,  Gull-billed 
Terns  appeared  near  Weeki  Wachee,  Her¬ 
nando  18  Mar  (MG),  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A. 
27  Mar-22  May  (2  birds;  HR),  Ft.  De  Soto  7 
May  (PF  et  al.),  and  Polk  mines  14  May  (10 
birds;  PT,  CGe).  Three  Elegant  Terns  were 
one-day  wonders  at 
Flamingo,  Everglades  N.P. 

17  Apr  (JBo).  A  Sandwich 
Tern  was  inland  to  Lake 
Apopka  N.S.R.A.  6- 
10  Apr  (HR).  Five  Roseate 
Terns  again  appeared  to  be 
roof-nesting  at  the  Mara¬ 
thon  Government  Center, 

Monroe  14  May  (JBo,  NF). 

Single  Common  Terns  were 
tallied  at  Lake  Apopka 
N.S.R.A.  20  &  30  Apr 
(HR),  with  20+  others  at 
Bird  Is.,  Duval  11  May 
(PLe).  Early  was  the  Least 
Tern  at  Altamonte  Springs, 

Seminole  27  Mar  (AV),  with 
good-sized  flocks  of  101  at 
Polk  mines  14  May  (CGe, 

PT)  and  110  at  Progress 
Village,  Hillsborough  17  May  (EK).  An  imm. 
Brown  Noddy  1  May  established  the  first 
record  for  Ft.  De  Soto  (PT  et  al).  As  is  usu¬ 
al,  one  Black  Noddy  was  found  at  Dry  Tor- 
tugas  23  Apr-1  May  (MG,  MB  et  al.);  this 
year’s  bird  was  an  ad.,  less  often  seen  in  the 
U.S.  than  second-year  birds.  A  Black  Skim¬ 
mer  inland  at  Gainesville  2  Apr  (PLa,  JuS) 
was  unusual,  while  350  at  Polk  mines  18 
May  (PF)  were  expected. 

A  Razorbill  found  on  the  Dunedin 
Causeway,  Pinellas  13  Apr  later  succumbed 
(ph.  SCr);  it  provided  the  10th  Florida 
record.  A  White-winged  Dove  pair  attend¬ 
ing  a  nest  with  one  egg  at  Inverness  19  Mar 
furnished  the  first  Citrus  breeding  report 
(KS),  while  single  doves  were  found  at  Tal¬ 
bot  Islands  S.P.,  Duval  25  May  and  Fernan¬ 
dina  Beach,  Nassau  30  May  (PLe),  with  2 
others  at  Bald  Pt.,  Franklin  26  May  (JaD). 

' 


Further  evidence  of  a  northward  spread,  6 
Black-hooded  Parakeets  were  found  at  New 
Port  Richey,  Pasco  10  May  (RS);  likewise 
were  2  nest-building  Monk  Parakeets  at 
Gainesville  15  Mar+  (WE  et  al.).  The  first 
verifiable  evidence  for  Scaly-headed  Parrot 
(Pionus  maximillianae )  was  obtained  when 
3  were  photographed  at  Matheson  Ham¬ 
mock,  Miami  30  Apr  (JBo  et  al.). 

Fifty-plus  Yellow-billed  Cuckoos  at  Dry 
Tortugas  27  Apr  were  part  of  the  fallout 
(MG),  while  a  Mangrove  Cuckoo  at  Bald  Pt. 
3  May  (JaD)  established  only  the  2nd  report 
for  the  Panhandle.  Nearing  extirpation  in 
the  United  States  but  still  popping  up  here 
and  there,  a  Smooth-billed  Ani  was  a  sur¬ 
prise  at  Blue  Cypress  C.A.,  Indian  River  5 
Mar  (BPa).  Meanwhile,  the  Groove-billed 
Ani  that  wintered  at  Ft.  Lauderdale  Airport 
was  last  seen  18  Apr  (MB  et  al.).  A  Short¬ 
eared  Owl  lingered  at  Lake  Apopka 
N.S.R.A.  through  6  Apr  (HR),  while  2  of  the 
Greater  Antillean  form  were  found  at  Dry 
Tortugas,  where  regular  in  spring,  1  May 


(MB  et  al.).  The  taxonomy  of  West  Indian 
Short-eared  Owls  is  still  in  dire  need  of  re¬ 
vision  (see  Hoffman,  W.,  G.  E.  Woolfenden, 
and  P.  William  Smith.  1999.  Antillean 
Short-eared  Owls  invade  southern  Florida. 
Wilson  Bulletin  111:  303-313).  Increasingly 
reported  of  late,  single  Lesser  Nighthawks 
were  photographed  at  St.  George  I.  2  Apr 
(JC)  and  Dry  Tortugas  8  Apr  (BM).  A  win¬ 
tering  Buff-bellied  Hummingbird  at 
Gainesville  lingered  through  30  Mar  (HB), 
and  another  found  at  Fairchild  Tropical 
Gardens,  Miami-Dade  29  Mar-6  Apr  (LM  et 
al.,  ph.  JBo)  established  the  southernmost 
record  in  Florida.  A  melanistic  Red-headed 
Woodpecker  was  found  at  Goethe  S.F,  Levy 
17  Mar;  it  was  wholly  dark  except  for  a  red 
head  (JHi).  Rare  and  local  in  the  peninsula, 
single  Hairy  Woodpeckers  were  noteworthy 
near  Orangedale,  St.  Johns  8  Apr  (PP)  and 

- - - 


This  adult  Mississippi  Kite  at  Loggerhead  Key  15  April  2005  was  the  first  docu¬ 
mented  on  the  Dry  Tortugas  of  Florida.  Photograph  from  videotape  by  Rick  Wiltraut. 
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in  se.  Leon  16  Apr  (RL). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

Irregular  in  Florida  during  spring,  an  Olive¬ 
sided  Flycatcher  was  a  notable  find  at  Lake 
Apopka  N.S.R.A.  20  Apr  (HR).  Vermilion 
Flycatchers  were  recorded  in  five  spots,  the 
latest  through  19  Mar,  including  a  male  at 
Blue  Cypress  C.A.  5  Mar  (BPa)  and  2  at 
Flatwoods  Ranch,  Odessa,  Pasco  12  Mar 
(CS).  Three  Ash-throated  Flycatchers  re¬ 
mained  at  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  through 
30  Mar  (HR),  with  another  was  at  Largo 
Central  Nature  Park,  Pinellas  20  Apr  (PBl). 
Two  Brown-crested  Flycatchers  were  heard 
at  Key  Largo  5  Mar  (PBi,  RU),  with  another 
at  Everglades  N.P.,  Miami-Dadc  13  Mar 
(RD)  and  2  others  at  Frog  Pond  W.M.A., 
Miami-Dadc  10  Apr  (PBi).  Single  La  Sagra’s 
Flycatchers  enlivened  Dry  Tortugas  26  May 
(MG  et  al.)  and  Birch  S.R,  Ft.  Lauderdale 
6-12  May  (MB  et  al.).  The  high  count  of 
Western  Kingbirds  at  Lake  Apopka 
N.S.R.A.  was  17  on  16  Mar  (HR).  Early-ar¬ 
riving  kingbirds  were  an  Eastern  at  Avon 
Park  A.ER.,  Highlands  15  Mar  (BPr,  JBe) 
and  single  Grays  at  sw.  Miami-Dadc  16  Mar 
(RD)  and  Ft.  De  Soto  18-19  Mar  (LA).  In 
mid -Pinellas,  where  rare,  an  Eastern  King¬ 
bird  pair  attended  a  nest  23  May-i-  (JF). 
Good  numbers  of  Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers 
were  10  at  Cypress  Isle,  L.  Istokpoga  8  Mar 
(MMc)  and  up  to  7  in  e.  Polk  through  12 
Apr  (JDu).  A  Thick-billed  Vireo  at  Anne 
Kolb  Nature  Center,  Hollywood,  Broward 
4-15  May  (JWr  et  al.,  BM,  ph.)  established 
the  3rd  firm  North  American  record.  Vireos 
at  Ft.  De  Soto  included  single  Philadelphias 
19  Apr,  2  May,  and  6  May  (LA,  BAh)  and  a 
Black-whiskered  2  Apr  (LA). 

Swallows  at  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  in¬ 
cluded  an  early  Northern  Rough-winged  13 
Mar,  4  Banks  3  Apr,  one  Cliff  18  Mar,  one 
Mexican  Cave  (subspecies  pallida )  22  May, 
and  390  Barns  17  Apr  (HR).  Cave  Swallows 
were  widespread  elsewhere:  one  Mexican 
was  at  Wakodahatchee  Wetlands,  Palm 
Beach  12  Mar  (JBo);  3  Mexicans  were  at 
Everglades  N.P  13  Mar  (MB);  7-8  Mexicans 
were  at  St.  Marks  N.W.R.  17-18  Mar  (JaD, 
JC,  JHo)  and  another  there  3  Apr  (TC);  4 
were  at  Springhill  Rd.  W.T.P.  18  Mar  (GM); 
and  singles  made  it  to  Ft.  De  Soto  20  Mar 
(LA),  Ochlockonee  R.,  Wakulla  1  Apr 
(JaD),  and  Bald  Pt.  3  Apr  (JM).  A  Carolina 
Chickadee  in  mid-Pinellas  9  Mar  (JF)  was  a 
rarity  there,  while  another  at  A.D.  Barnes 
Park  2-3  Apr  (AH  et  al.)  provided  the  first 
for  Miami-Dade.  Likewise  extralimital  were 
Tufted  Titmice  at  s.  Miami  5  Mar  (FG), 
Deerfield  Island  Park,  Broward  5  Mar  (GC), 
and  up  to  2  at  Barnes  Park  all  season  (JBo  et 
al.).  Holdovers  from  the  winter’s  irruption, 
Red-breasted  Nuthatches  lingered  at  East- 
point,  Franklin  through  4  Apr  (SK)  and  St. 


Marks  N.W.R.  through  7  Apr  (TC).  House 
Wrens  tarried  at  Alachua,  Alachua  1 1  May 
(SHo)  and  Ocala  12  May  (PO).  At  Lake 
Apopka  N.S.R.A.,  36  Marsh  Wrens  were 
counted  26  Apr,  and  one  remained  until  1 
May  (HR);  another  lingered  at  Paynes 
Prairie  through  12  May  (RR).  Golden- 
crowned  Kinglets  were  seen  last  at  Talla¬ 
hassee  6  Mar  (2  birds;  D<SrSJ,  DHa)  and 
Gainesville  20  Mar  (one;  MMa).  Late  Amer¬ 
ican  Robins  were  2  at  Newnans  L.,  Alachua 
24  Apr  (BCa)  and  singles  at  Casselberry, 
Seminole  25  Apr  (AV)  and  Bald  Pt.  29  May 
(JM).  Hundreds  of  Gray  Catbirds  inundated 
Dry  Tortugas  27  Apr  (MG).  Leftovers  from 
the  winter  irruption,  176  Cedar  Waxwings 
were  at  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  15  May 


The  Dry  Tortugas  of  Florida  have  visiting  Black  Noddies 
nearly  every  year,  but  adults  are  rarely  seen.  This  adult 
Black  (right)  with  a  Brown  Noddy  was  at  Garden  Key  13 
April  2005.  Photograph  from  videotape  by  Rick  Wiltraut. 

(HR);  2  others  were  at  Alligator  Pt.  26  May 
(SM),  and  2  more  remained  in  the  Upper 
Keys  through  30  May  (AH). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Six  Blue-winged  Warblers  were  seen  at 
Melbourne  Beach,  Brevard  13  Apr  (AB); 
the  sole  Golden-winged  visited  Ft.  De  Soto 
2  May  (LA  et  al.).  An  Orange-crowned 
Warbler  at  Dry  Tortugas  N.P.  1  May  (MB  et 
al.)  was  late.  Four  Nashville  Warblers  were 
reported,  all  singles.  There  were  52  North¬ 
ern  Parulas  at  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  18 
Mar  (HR).  A  male  Audubon’s  Warbler  at 
Dry  Tortugas  7-8  Apr  (AP,  SHe,  ph.)  fur¬ 
nished  only  the  3rd  verifiable  Florida 
record.  Meanwhile,  a  Myrtle  Warbler  at 
Mead  Gardens  14  May  (BAn)  was  quite 
tardy.  One  of  the  highlights  of  the  season 
was  the  female  Kirtland’s  Warbler  that  was 
a  one-day  wonder  at  Ft.  De  Soto  10  May 
(JHi  et  al.,  ph.  LA);  it  established  only  the 
3rd  verifiable  Florida  record.  Forty  Black- 
poll  Warblers  were  found  at  Ft.  De  Soto  7 
May  (PF  et  al.),  while  another  at  Cedar 
Key  30  May  (DHe)  was  on  the  late  side. 
Rarely  seen  in  spring,  single  Cerulean 
Warblers  enlivened  Gainesville  9  Apr  (SR) 
and  Maitland  Community  Park,  Seminole 
the  same  day  (AV).  Mead  Gardens,  Orange 
hosted  25  Black-and-white  Warblers  23 
Apr  (AV).  A  Worm-eating  Warbler  at  St. 
George  I.  28  Mar  (JC)  was  early,  while  5  at 


Maitland  Community  Park  9  Apr  (AV)  was 
a  good  inland  count.  Fifteen  reports  of 
Swainson’s  Warbler  were  received  1  Mar 
and  21  Mar-25  Apr,  all  singles  except  2  at 
Ft.  De  Soto  16  Apr  (BPr  et  al.),  “several”  at 
A.D.  Barnes  Park  17  Apr  (GP  et  al.),  and  4 
at  Birch  S.P,  Ft.  Lauderdale  28  Apr  (JP,  MB 
et  al.).  Good  counts  of  waterthrushes  were 
15  Northerns  at  Birch  S.P  7  May  (AV)  and 
34  Louisianas  at  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  27 
Mar  (HR).  Eleven  reports  of  Connecticut 
Warbler,  all  singles  or  duos,  spanned  5-26 
May;  specimens  were  salvaged  at  Ft.  Laud¬ 
erdale  22  May  and  Pompano  Beach  26  May 
(fide  TW).  A  male  Mourning  Warbler,  ir¬ 
regular  in  spring,  paused  in  mid-Pinellas  2 
May  Oh  ph.).  Unpredictable,  Wilson’s 
Warblers  made  appearances  at  Barnes  Park 
25  Mar-9  Apr  (PBi,  RU)  and  17  Apr  (GP), 
Bald  Pt.  2  Apr  (JM),  and  Sawgrass  Recre¬ 
ation  Area,  Broward  5  Apr  (SHe,  AP). 
Three  territorial  Yellow-breasted  Chats 
were  at  Crystal  River  Preserve  S.R,  Citrus  7 
May  (A&BH),  and  6  were  at  Emeralda 
Marsh  C.A.  18  May  (PM). 

A  male  Red-legged  Honeycreeper  in 
mostly  alternate  plumage  at  Key  West  21- 
22  Apr  (CGo  et  al.,  ph.  CW)  provided  the 
6th  U.S.  report  and  4th  verifiable  record,  all 
since  Mar  2003.  Part  of  the  24  Apr  fallout 
were  40+  Scarlet  Tanagers  at  Cedar  Key 
QHi)  and  20  at  Ft.  De  Soto  (PF).  A  male 
Western  Tanager  showed  up  at  a  Valrico, 
Hillsborough  feeder  7-9  Mar  (SB),  while  one 
that  wintered  at  Tallahassee  remained 
through  27  Apr  (FR).  The  green-backed 
(Cuban?)  Western  Spindalis  at  Key  West 
was  seen  through  27  Apr  (JHa,  MHe  et  al.). 
Clay-colored  Sparrows  lingered  at  Key 
Largo  5  Mar  (PBi,  RU),  Lake  Apopka 
N.S.R.A.  10  Apr  (HR),  and  Tallahassee  18 
Apr  (DHo).  Single  Lark  Sparrows  graced 
Hague,  Alachua  18  Mar  (DL,  PBu),  n.  Hills¬ 
borough  28  Mar  (G&RK),  and  Franklin  26 
Apr  (JoD).  Six  Savannah  Sparrows  tarried  at 
Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  until  1  May  (HR), 
and  another  was  found  at  Lake  Kissimmee 
S.P.,  Polk  7  May  (TP).  Three  or  4  Lincoln’s 
Sparrows  were  found:  Paynes  Prairie  6-12 
Mar  (JHi,  SCo),  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  10 
&  20  Apr  (HR),  and  Hague  16  Apr  (MMa). 
Eighty  Swamp  Sparrows  remained  at  Lake 
Apopka  N.S.R.A.  through  20  Apr,  and  9  re¬ 
mained  there  until  at  least  30  Apr  (HR). 

Robinson  tallied  307  Northern  Cardinals 
at  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  14  Apr.  Associated 
with  the  24  Apr  fallout  were  60+  Rose¬ 
breasted  Grosbeaks,  20  Blue  Grosbeaks,  and 
20  Indigo  Buntings  at  Cedar  Key  (JFli);  32 
other  Indigos  visited  a  Palatka,  Putnam  feed¬ 
er  28  Apr  (PBo,  JoS).  Dickcissels  were  wide¬ 
ly  reported — 42  were  at  Dry  Tortugas  27  Apr 
(MG) — but  the  big  news  came  from  Lake 
Apopka  N.S.R.A.,  where  134  singing  males 
and  9  females  were  counted  22  May  (HR) 
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and  a  nest  with  four  eggs  was  discovered  19 
May  (AV,  ph.).  This  nest  furnished  only  the 
2nd  verifiable  breeding  record  for  Florida; 
the  first  came  from  the  same  site  in  1999.  An 
apparent  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  x  Black¬ 
headed  Grosbeak  hybrid  was  photographed 
at  Bald  Pt.  28  Apr  (JaD).  Nice  numbers  of 
Bobolinks  were  1735  at  Lake  Apopka 
N.S.R.A.  26  Apr  (HR)  and  250  at  Poll i  mines 
6  May  (PF).  Single  Yellow-headed  Black¬ 
birds  were  spied  at  Gainesville  8  Mar  (BCh), 
Altamonte  Springs  27  Mar  ( fide  AV),  Crystal 
River  in  late  Mar  (JWa),  and  Cedar  Key  26 
Mar-6  May  (DHe  et  al.).  There  were  six  re¬ 
ports  of  Shiny  Cowbird:  single  males  at 
Cedar  Key  15  Apr  and  3  May  (DHe),  Bald  Pt. 
9  Apr  and  21-22  May  (JM,  JaD),  and  Lake 
Apopka  N.S.R.A.  1  May  (HR),  with  2  males 
at  Ft.  De  Soto  28  May  (LA). 

House  Finches  continue  to  colonize  the 
cen.  peninsula,  albeit  slowly.  This  season, 
the  female  of  a  pair  at  Orlando  was  ob¬ 
served  carrying  Spanish  Moss  27  Apr  (GS), 

2  juveniles  were  found  at  Sanford,  Seminole 
29  Apr  (AV),  and  the  first  Polk  nest  fledged 

3  at  Winter  Haven  2-4  May  (J&TS).  An¬ 
other  finch  pair  was  at  Sorrento,  Lake  27 
May  (CP).  Purple  Finches  tarried  at 


Gainesville  3  Mar  (BCa)  and  at  Tallahassee 
23  Mar  (FR);  the  latest  Pine  Siskin  was  at 
Tallahassee  25  Apr  (JL).  American 
Goldfinches  numbered  75  at  Eco  Pond, 
Everglades  N.P.  17  Apr  (JBo);  3  were  at 
Winter  Park,  Seminole  through  7  May 
(BAn),  and  one  remained  at  Tallahassee 
through  27  May  (JL). 
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Wind  Gap,  Pennsylvania  18091 
(rwiltraut@state.pa.us) 


The  weather  was  unusually  cool 
though  the  period,  and  the  paucity 
of  warm  fronts  was  likely  responsible 
for  reports  that  migrants  were  in  low  num¬ 
bers,  particularly  Neotropical  migrant  song¬ 
birds.  Wintry  conditions  persisted  through 
much  of  March,  but  a  burst  of  record 
warmth  late  in  the  month  and  into  April  was 
responsible  for  a  few  early  flights.  This  pat¬ 
tern  may  have  been  connected  to  the  greater- 
than-average  influx  of  southern  species,  es¬ 
pecially  wading  birds,  into  the  Region.  How- 
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Though  nearly  annual  in  Pennsylvania,  American 
White  Pelicans  are  always  noteworthy  when  found. 

This  bird  was  at  Presque  Isle  State  Park,  Erie  County 
on  the  first  of  May  2005.  Photograph  by  Jerry  McWilliams. 

ever,  late  April  through  the  remainder  of  the 
season  saw  a  return  of  winter,  as  significant 
snowfalls  were  recorded  along  the  south 
shore  of  Lake  Erie  into  the  first  week  of  May. 
Average  rainfall  decreased  as  the  season  pro¬ 
gressed,  allowing  for  some  good  shorebird- 
ing  as  waters  receded  along  some  shorelines, 
but  the  spring  showing  for  small 
Calidris  was  overall  very  poor.  Fi¬ 
nally,  a  late-May  Atlantic  storm 
brought  a  few  birds  of  note  to 
eastern  Pennyslvania. 

Abbreviations:  B.S.B.O.  (Black 
Swamp  B.O.);  C.C.S.P.  (Caesar 
Creek  S.P.,  Warren/Greene,  OH); 

C.V.N.P.  (Cuyahoga  Valley  N.P., 
Summit/Cuyahoga ,  OH);  G.L.R. 

(Green  Lane  Res.,  Montgomery , 

PA);  J.E.E.C.  (Jacobsburg  Envi¬ 
ronmental  Education  Center, 
Northampton,  PA);  L.N.S.P  (Lake 
Nockamixon  S.P.,  Bucks,  PA); 

L.G.W.R.  (Lehigh  Gap  Wildlife 
Refuge,  Lehigh,  PA);  M.C.P.P. 

(Martin’s  Creek  PPL  Power  Plant, 
Northampton,  PA);  M.C.W.M.A. 

(Middle  Creek  Wildlife  Manage¬ 
ment  Area,  Lancaster/Lebanon,  PA);  P.V.P 
(Peace  Valley  Park,  Bucks,  PA);  PN.R.  (Pow- 
dermill  Nature  Reserve,  Westmoreland,  PA); 

R. C.S.P.  (Raccoon  Creek  S.  P,  Beaver,  PA); 
T.M.H.  (Tussey  Mountain  Hawkwatch,  Cen¬ 
tre/Huntingdon,  PA);  Y.C.S.P.  (Yellow  Creek 

S. P.,  Indiana,  PA). 

LOONS  THROUGH  HERONS 

A  fallout  of  260  Common  Loons  at  L.N.S.P 


(BE)  and  1 13  at  G.L.R.  23  Apr  (GF)  led  re¬ 
ports.  Among  few  Red-throated  Loon  re¬ 
ports,  one  in  Jefferson,  WV  29  Mar  (MO)  was 
a  surprise,  while  a  late  bird  was  noted  in 
Lake,  OH  22  May  (JP).  An  average  passage  of 
Red-necked  Grebes  saw  a  high  of  4  at 
Beltzville  S.P  Carbon,  PA  1  Apr  (TMa)  and 
one  lingering  at  Y.C.S.P  7-18  May  (MHi  et 
al.).  Well  off  the  normal  flyway,  singles  were 
in  sw.  Ohio  20-26  Mar  at  Cowan  L.,  Clinton 
(LG,  J.  Hickman)  and  24  Mar  at  C.C.S.P 
(JL).  No  more  than  46  Horned  Grebes  were 
on  the  Ohio  R.,  Beaver,  PA  22  Mar  (MV)  and 
50  on  Wellington  Res.,  Lorain,  OH  18  Mar 

(BAT) .  The  Eared  Grebe  flight  was  average, 
with  only  4  in  Ohio  21  Mar-10  Apr  (S.  Lan¬ 
des,  JL,  E.  Bacik,J.  McCarty);  in  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  one  was  e.  to  Y.C.S.P.  2  &  17  May  (M.  & 
E.  Fowles,  MHi,  ph.  R.  Higbee).  The  now- 
annual  spring  movement  of  American  White 
Pelicans  through  Ohio  involved  15  birds  9 
Apr-8  May  (LG,  M.  Misplon,  m.ob.)  led  by 
a  flock  of  12  at  Buck  Creek  S.P,  Clark  10  Apr 
(DO).  Least  expected  was  one  at  Rocky  Fork 
L.,  Highland  27  Apr  (S.  Wagner).  Singles 
made  it  to  P.l.S.P.  29  Apr-4  May  (BC,  JM,  fide 
SSm,  ph.)  and  Lorain  Harbor,  Lorain,  OH  28 
May  (JP) ,  while  West  Virginia  recorded  one 
29  Apr  at  Byrd  Lock  &  Dam  on  the  Ohio  R. 

(WA) .  The  21  American  Bitterns  at  Pl.S.P.  18 
Apr-8  May  (JM,  BC)  was  a  modest  tally.  In 
addition  to  the  4  in  the  Western  Basin 
marshes  (KK,  m.ob.),  Little  Blue  Herons 
were  well  represented  elsewhere  in  Ohio, 


with  singles  at  Spring  Valley  W.A.,  Warren  24 
Apr  (JL),  Goshen,  Clermont  25  Apr  (T.  Jack- 
son),  C.V.N.P  4  May  (ph.  D.  Chasar),  in 
Lake  5  May  (JP),  Pickerington  Ponds, 
Franklin  9  May  (R.  Rogers  et  al.),  and  at 
Sandy  Ridge,  Lorain,  11-14  May  (L. 
Deininger,  C.  Caldwell).  Another  was  pres¬ 
ent  16  Apr  at  the  Winfield  Locks,  Putnam, 
WV  (K.  Kazmierski).  Completing  the  influx 
of  southern  waders  was  an  extraordinary  in¬ 


cursion  of  35  Plegadis  ibis  into  Ohio.  From 
14-21  May,  at  least  3  White-faced  Ibis  and 
up  to  9  Glossy  Ibis  made  visits  to  various 
diked  marshes  in  the  Western  Basin  (KK, 
m.ob.).  A  flock  of  23  Plegadis  was  seen  in 
flight  heading  northward  in  Van  Wert  31  May 
(J.  Perchalski).  A  Black  Vulture  appeared  20 
Apr  in  Lake,  OH  (RH),  where  the  largest 
Turkey  Vulture  flight,  numbering  1200, 
passed  30  Mar  (RH). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  CRANES 

The  appearance  of  9  Fulvous  Whistling- 
Ducks  at  Grand  L.,  Mercer,  OH  in  mid-May 
(ph.  S.  Chapin)  recalls  the  flock  of  9  in  near¬ 
by  Wyandot  in  the  spring  1975.  This  is  the 
first  Ohio  record  of  the  species  since  1994.  A 
strong  passage  of  Tundra  Swans  through 
Pennsylvania  14-20  Mar  included  600+  in 
Indiana  (D.  Jacobs,  MHi),  995  at  T.M.H. 
(TM,  fide  GG),  and  700  at  Indian  Cr.,  McK¬ 
ean  (JF,  fide  MM).  The  seasonal  total  at 
M.C.W.M.A.  was  4500  (fide  BMe).  Whooper 
Swan  reports  in  Pennsylvania  included  2  at 
L.N.S.P.  18-29  May  (BE,  CR)  and  one  at 
Tunkhannock,  Wyoming,  PA  25  May  (WR, 
m.ob.).  Rare  in  w.  Pennsylvania,  a  Greater 
White-fronted  Goose  from  the  winter  season 
in  Allegheny  remained  through  3  Mar 
(m.ob.).  Reports  elsewhere  were  modest, 
with  no  more  than  4  noted  at  a  single  loca¬ 
tion.  The  Snow  Goose  flock  (estimated  at 
100,000)  commuted  into  cornfields  in 
Northampton,  PA  from  nearby  Merrill  Creek 
Res.,  NJ  in  Mar  (J.  Bullis,  RW, 
m.ob.).  The  seasonal  high  count 
at  M.C.W.M.A.  was  140,000  (fide 
BMe).  A  lingering  bird  was  noted 
30  Apr  at  Pipe  Creek  W.A.,  Erie, 
OH  (S.  Young).  Among  several 
Ross’s  Geese  reported  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  one  at  Green  Pond, 
Northampton  8-14  Apr  (B.  Weber) 
was  record  late.  Two  were  found 
in  Jefferson,  WV  7-13  Mar  (MO). 
There  were  at  least  eight  reports  of 
Cackling  Geese  in  Pennsylania 
during  the  period  (m.ob.),  includ¬ 
ing  a  high  of  7  at  P.V.P  2  Mar 
(CR). 

Not  since  the  mid- 1940s  has 
the  Region  seen  so  many  Eurasian 
Wigeons.  Eight  males  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  13-30  Mar  were  reported  in 
Erie,  Philadelphia,  Indiana,  West¬ 
moreland,  Clinton,  Crawford,  and  Berks  (JM, 
J.  Miller,  A.  Jackman,  M.  Cunkleman,  K.  By- 
erly,  C&rCH,  B.  Smith,  K.  Saunders,  JD). 
Ohio  had  5  spanning  16  Mar-30  Apr  in 
Wayne,  Trumbull,  Lucas,  and  Ottawa  (R.  Her¬ 
shberger,  C.  Bochmann,  JP,  T.  Shiveley,  A. 
Boone).  A  Common  (Eurasian  Green¬ 
winged)  Teal  was  in  Portage,  OH  5  Apr  (LR). 
A  gathering  of  diving  ducks  on  Mosquito  L., 
Trumbull,  OH  20-22  Mar  included  1750 


This  Swallow-tailed  Kite  was  found  nearly  dead  along  the  West  Branch  of  Octoraro 
Creek  in  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania  on  the  early  date  of  1 3  March  2005.  Although 
March  "overmigrants"  are  known  from  farther  south,  this  represents  one  of  very 
few  such  records  north  of  the  Mason-Dixon  line.  Photograph  by  Tom  Amico. 
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Ring-necked  Duck,  950  Lesser  Scaup,  600 
Redhead,  550  Common  Goldeneye,  and  500 
Canvasback  (D.  Hochadel,  VF).  Elsewhere, 
Wellington  Res.,  Lorain,  OH  held  250  Can- 
vasbacks  and  1000+  Redheads  18  Mar 
(BAT),  while  1200  Ring-necked  Ducks  rest¬ 
ed  on  Mogadore  Res.,  Portage,  OH  23  Mar 
(LR).  The  Mar  scoter  passage  through  Ohio 
involved  28  Surf,  a  Black,  and  5  White¬ 
winged.  Another  11  White-winged  Scoters 
at  Bald  Eagle  S.P,  PA  28  Mar  (M.  Heath)  and 
4  Black  Scoters  at  Walker  L.,  Snyder,  PA  31 
Mar  (C.  Kaufman,  A.  Troyer)  made  for  an 
above-average  showing  for  those  species. 
Long-tailed  Ducks  were  conspicuously  ab¬ 
sent  across  the  Region,  with  no  concentra¬ 
tion  greater  than  4  reported  in  either  Ohio  or 
Pennsylvania.  A  male  Common  Goldeneye  x 
Hooded  Merganser  hybrid  was  seen  at 
PI.S.P  3-6  Mar  (JM).  A  female  Hood¬ 
ed  Merganser  with  young  was  ob¬ 
served  at  Somerset,  PA  (A.  Marich), 
and  one  was  banded  in  a  nest  with 
eggs  at  East  Bangor  Dam,  Northamp¬ 
ton,  PA  ( fide  BK),  the  2nd  county  nest¬ 
ing  record.  The  range  of  the  Common 
Merganser  continues  to  expand  away 
from  the  major  rivers  in  se.  Pennsylva¬ 
nia.  A  female  and  12  young  were  seen 
at  G.L.R.  30  May  (GF);  and  the  species 
nested  for  the  first  time  at  J.E.E.C.  (J. 
Wilson).  For  the  2nd  year  in  a  row,  a 
female  was  seen  entering  a  chimney  at 
the  headquarters  of  L.G.W.R.  (DK). 
Notable  merganser  concentrations  in 
Pennsylvania  included  150  Hoodeds 
and  2000  Commons  at  L.N.S.P  21  Mar 
(BE)  and  3500  Commons  at  L.  Onte- 
launee,  Berks  26  Mar  (RK).  At  PI.S.P, 
numbers  of  diving  ducks,  mostly  Red¬ 
breasted  Mergansers,  reached  50,000  in  late 
Mar-early  Apr  (JM).  Away  from  L.  Erie,  the 
peak  count  was  1050  on  Hoover  Res.  5  Mar 
(C.  Bombaci). 

Many  Osprey  nests  were  active  this  season 
in  Northampton,  PA  (BH.  RW),  including  the 
first  away  from  the  Delaware  R.  at  J.E.E.C. 
(fide  BK).  The  male  of  a  pair  nesting  at  Port¬ 
land  was  hacked  at  the  same  location  in  1985 
(BH).  A  Swallow-tailed  Kite  found  alive  but 
weak  13  Mar  along  the  Octorora  Cr.,  Lancast¬ 
er  succumbed  17  Mar  (C.  Price;  *,  ph.  TA). 
This  is  a  very  early  record  for  such  a  norther¬ 
ly  location  and  represents  about  the  10th 
record  for  Pennsylvania.  Up  to  8  Mississippi 
Kites  were  noted  in  Pennsylvania  21  Apr-31 
May,  including  at  least  4  in  Bucks  (BE,  M. 
Homel,  B.  &  E.  Mercer),  3  in  Northampton 
(A.  Koch,  MSc),  and  one  in  Berks  21  Apr 
(MW).  A  pair  of  Bald  Eagles  successfully 
raised  2  young  on  an  Osprey  nesting  platform 
in  Northampton,  PA  (m.ob.).  A  kettle  of  8 
Broad-winged  Hawks  over  Minford,  OH  26 
Mar  was  very  early  (D.  Riepenhoff).  A  dark- 
morph  Red-tailed  Hawk  was  seen  in  Girard, 


Erie,  PA  6  Apr  (Jim  Baxter).  Eighteen  Rough¬ 
legged  Hawks  were  tallied  during  the  season 
at  T.M.H.,  and  a  seasonal  total  of  178  Golden 
Eagles  there  marked  the  2nd  highest  count 
ever  at  that  location  (TM,  D.  Ombalski,  fide 
GG);  the  peak  Golden  Eagle  flight  there  was 
21  on  12  Mar  (TM).  Late  Rough-legged 
Hawks  1  May  were  detected  in  Lorain,  OH 
(K.  Mock)  and  Berks,  PA  (Sue  Schmoyer). 

A  pair  of  Peregrine  Falcons  laid  eggs  in  a 
nest  box  at  M.C.PP,  the  first  confirmed  nest¬ 
ing  in  Northampton  since  the  1950s  (J.  Hahn, 
J.  Depalma).  Local  American  Kestrel  num¬ 
bers  were  elevated  by  50  occupied  nest  box¬ 
es  in  Northampton,  PA  (RW,  Little  Gap  Rap¬ 
tor  Research).  The  spring  Sandhill  Crane 
flight  through  the  Western  Basin  was  nor¬ 
mal,  with  41  recorded  (B.S.B.O.),  and  5  were 


reported  in  West  Virginia.  The  species  con¬ 
tinues  to  increase  in  Pennsylvania:  up  to  21 
were  at  Plain  Grove,  Lawrence  5  Mar  (MV), 
and  15  were  noted  11-17  Mar  in  Spring 
Township,  Crawford  ( C .  Armstrong,  E.  Erb). 
Two  ads.  (with  2  yearlings)  that  had  nested 
in  Cambridge  Springs,  Crawford  in  2004  re¬ 
turned  to  the  same  area  in  early  Apr  (C. 
Gehringer),  and  another  pair  nested  in  Sulli¬ 
van  ( fide  J.  Adamic).  One  at  Loyalville, 
Luzerne,  PA  18  Apr  was  apparently  a  first 
county  record  (RKo).  A  Yellow  Rail  was  de¬ 
tected  at  Irwin  Prairie,  Lucas,  OH  6-12  May 
(G.  Miller  et  al.). 

SH0REBIRDS  THROUGH  GULLS 

American  Avocets  almost  went  unreported 
this  season;  only  one  was  reported  from 
Ohio.  The  seasons  only  Black-necked  Stilt 
report  came  22-23  May  from  Maxtawny, 
Berks,  PA,  where  up  to  3  were  present  (ph. 
B.  Williams),  a  first  county  record  for  this 
species,  very  rare  in  Pennsylvania.  Nice 
counts  of  Semipalmated  Plovers  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  included  50  at  Plymouth,  Luzerne 


22  May  (RKo)  and  60  al  Little  Blue  L., 
Beaver  30  May  (MV).  Three  Piping  Plovers 
at  PI.S.P  during  the  season  was  an  encour¬ 
aging  number.  Single  ads.  were  seen  26-28 
Apr  (BC,  JM),  12-17  (b.;  BC,  JM)  &  28 
May  (JF)  Another  Piping  Plover  was  seen 
in  Pennsylvania  after  a  storm  at  Penn- 
Warner  Tract,  Bucks  2  Apr  (DF),  a  first  for 
that  county  in  recent  times.  Two  Ohio  re¬ 
ports  came  from  C.C.S.P  29  Apr-4  May 
(LG  et  al.)  and  near  Shawnee  S.F,  Scioto  30 
Apr  (SS),  where  a  first  county  record.  Up  to 
3  Willets  were  seen  at  PI.S.P  1  May  (BC, 
JM),  and  singles  were  in  Berks,  PA  23  Apr 
(K.  Lebo,  fide  NP)  and  Beaver  3-4  May 
(Josie  &  Joseph  Valasek).  A  record  flight 
through  the  w.  was  led  by  36  in  Holmes,  OH 
3  May  (L.  Hershberger),  20+  at  the  Voice  of 
America  facility,  Butler,  OH  30  Apr 
(B.  Wulker,  fide  NK),  and  9  at  Byrd 
Lock  &  Dam,  WV  29  Apr  (WA). 
Only  a  decade  ago,  the  species  was 
considered  accidental  away  from  L. 
Erie  in  Ohio.  Three  Stilt  Sandpipers 
in  Wyandot,  OH  11  May  (RC)  was  the 
highest  count  of  this  casual  spring 
migrant.  Rare  in  spring,  2  Long-billed 
Dowitchers  appeared  in  ne.  Ohio:  in 
Wayne,  OH  27-28  Mar  (SS)  and  at 
C.V.N.P  8  Apr  ( fide  K.  Metcalf).  Good 
counts  of  Short-billed  Dowitchers  in 
Pennsylvania  included  55  at  Y.C.S.P. 
24  May  (MHi  et  al.)  and  32  near 
Mammoth  Park,  Westmoreland  14 
May  (MM).  A  good  flight  of  Whim- 
brels  included  35-40  noted  over  the 
Erie  Zoo,  Erie,  PA  29  May  (BC),  35 
over  Lake,  OH  25  May  (JP),  and  75  at 
Conneaut  Harbor,  Ashtabula,  OH  24 
May  (CH).  A  record  count  of  16  Mar¬ 
bled  Godwits  dropped  in  at  C.C.S.P  2  May 
(K.  Braun,  R.  Foppe.J.  Hovekamp). 

A  single  Western  Sandpiper  appeared  at 
Conneaut  Harbor,  Ashtabula,  OH  29  May 
(JP),  while  farther  e.  2  were  found  at  Shar- 
telsville,  Berks,  PA  11  May  (MW).  Double¬ 
digit  counts  of  Sanderling  away  from  L.  Erie 
are  exceedingly  rare,  so  10  at  East  Fork  L., 
Clermont,  OH  4  May  (D.  Morse,  Jr.)  were  es¬ 
pecially  noteworthy.  A  Red  Knot  at  PI.S.P.  22 
May  (JM,  RK)  was  the  only  one  reported. 
The  Red-necked  Phalarope  27  May  in 
Beaver,  PA  (MV)  was  likewise  the  only  one 
of  its  species  reported  and  may  have  been  re¬ 
lated  to  the  coastal  nor’easter.  Five  Ohio 
Wilsons  Phalaropes  appeared  2-29  May  in 
Darke,  Wyandot,  Putnam,  and  Ottawa  (R. 
Schlietz,  RC,  C.  Tucker,  R.  Schroeder). 

Only  3  Franklin’s  Gulls  were  reported 
from  Ohio  26  Mar-15  Apr  (D.  Graham,  RC). 
Still  rare  in  the  Eastern  Basin,  single  Laugh¬ 
ing  Gulls  were  in  Erie,  PA  1  Apr  (BC)  and  10 
&  22  May  (JM);  one  at  Easton,  Northampton, 
PA  12-13  Mar  was  either  extraordinarily 
early  or  a  bird  undetected  from  the  winter 


This  banded  Piping  Plover  was  one  of  three  observed  between  late 
April  and  late  May  at  productive  Presque  Isle  State  Park,  Erie  County, 
Pennsylvania  (here  12  May  2005).  Photograph  by  Jerry  McWilliams. 
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This  female  Kirtland's  Warbler  at  Crane  Creek,  Ohio  25  May  was  first  found  23 
May  and  was  the  second  found  there  in  spring  2005.  Photograph  by  Jo  Heindel. 


period  (ph.  MSc  et  al.).  The  spring  gathering 
of  Laughing  Gulls  on  the  lower  Delaware  R. 
in  Bucks ,  PA  peaked  at  15,057  on  14  May 
(BE,  fide  AM);  Ohio  records  of  the  species 
were  limited  to  C.C.S.R  14  Apr  (LG)  and  Lo¬ 
rain  Harbor,  Lorain  28  May  (JP).  The  flight 
of  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  on  the  Susquehanna  R., 
PA  late  Mar-early  Apr  included  up  to  1000+ 
in  York  30  Mar  and  2  Apr  (L.  Carpenter, 
EW)  and  the  same  tally  in  Lancaster  4  Apr 
(BS).  The  3000  in  Fairport  Harbor,  Lake,  OH 
3  Apr  was  a  high  spring  count  for  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Basin  (RH).  Inland  Little  Gulls  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  included  3-5  at  Long  Level,  York  26 
Mar  (T.  Garner),  6  at  Harrisburg,  Dauphin 
29-30  Mar  (CR,  D.  Hoffman),  and  3-4  at 
Accomac  Inn,  York  2  Apr  (EW).  Single  Little 
Gulls  were  in  Luzerne  2  Apr  (JD)  and  Clin¬ 
ton  4  Apr  (J.  Lipar.  D.  Ferry),  while  only  3 
were  noted  in  Ohio  along  the  Central  Basin 
of  L.  Erie  (JP  et  al.).  An  ad.  Black-headed 
Gull  at  Harrisburg,  Dauphin,  PA  27  Mar  (TJ) 
was  a  nice  find. 

The  best  count  of  Ring-billed  Gulls  was 
8000  at  G.L.R.  18  Mar  (GF).  An  ad.  Cali¬ 
fornia  Gull  was  an  excellent  find  on  the 
Conejohela  Flats,  Lancaster,  PA  14  May  (BS, 
ph.  E  Haas,  m.ob.) — a  first  county  record 
and  about  the  3rd  documented  record  for 
the  state.  Three  Herring  Gull  nests  at  the 
Gavin  Power  Plant,  Gallia,  OH  27  Apr  reaf¬ 
firmed  last  year’s  pioneering  effort  this  far  w. 
along  the  Ohio  R.  (H.  Slack).  An  Iceland 
Gull  in  Allegheny,  PA  13  Mar  (GM)  fur¬ 
nished  only  the  3rd  county  record.  Up  to  7 
Icelands  were  noted  in  Erie,  PA  3  Mar-27 
Apr  (BC,  JM),  and  7-10  were  at  Tullytown, 
Bucks,  PA  3-25  Mar,  along  with  at  least  one 
Thayer’s  Gull  (M.  Sharp,  TJ).  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls  remain  unusual  away  from  se. 


Pennsylvania.  One  in  Al¬ 
legheny,  PA  13  Mar  pro¬ 
vided  only  the  4th  record 
for  the  county  (GM), 
while  single  ads.  at  Buck 
Creek  S.P,  Clark  13-25 
Mar  (DO)  and  at  Hue- 
ston  Woods  S.P,  Preble 
13-14  Mar  (B.  Heck,  D. 
Russell)  added  to  accu¬ 
mulating  records  in  sw. 
Ohio.  On  L.  Erie  in  the 
Central  Basin,  only  4-5 
were  noted,  while  13  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  Eastern 
Basin  at  Erie,  PA  3  Mar- 
27  Apr  (JM,  BC).  Strag¬ 
glers  were  noted  at  Con- 
neaut  Harbor,  Ashtabula, 
OH  24  May  (CH)  and 
Lorain  Harbor,  Lorain, 
OH  28  May  (JP).  Of  the 
367  counted  in  Bucks,  PA 
12  Mar,  305  were  at  PV.P 
About  85-90%  of  these 
birds  were  noted  as  being  ads.  (BE,  AM  et 
al.).  Up  to  6  Glaucous  Gulls  were  noted  in 
Erie,  PA  1  Mar-5  May  (JM,  BC),  and  2  were 
at  N.S.R  19-23  Mar  (BE),  while  no  more 
than  3  were  detected  at  any  Ohio  location 
into  early  Mar.  One  or  more  Great  Black- 


backed  Gulls  appeared  10-25  Mar  in  Al¬ 
legheny,  PA  (D.  Yagusic,  GM,  MF),  where 
rare.  The  apparent  Great  Black-backed  Gull 
x  Herring  Gull  hybrid  in  Cleveland  re¬ 
mained  through  6  Mar  (JP).  A  Caspian  Tern 
had  returned  to  the  Eastern  Basin  at  Con- 
neaut,  Ashtabula,  OH  31  Mar  (JP).  Four 
Forster’s  Terns  at  Caesar  Creek  S.P,  Warren, 
OH  lingered  through  21  May  (LG). 


DOVES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Two  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  were  present 
in  Shady  Grove,  Franklin,  PA  in  late  Mar  (D. 
Gearhart).  Among  several  reports  of  White¬ 
winged  Dove  in  Pennsylvania  were  singles 
at  State  College,  Centre  17  Apr  (Ken  Gray), 
in  Carbon  16  May  (ph.  RRe),  and  in  Holt- 
wood,  Lancaster  6  Apr  (ph.  TA).  The  only 
Snowy  Owl  report  in  Pennsylvania  was  from 
a  farm  in  Montour  3  Mar  (M.  Kuriga,  fide  W. 
Laubscher).  A  nice  count  of  20+  Short-eared 
Owls  was  made  near  Rector,  Westmoreland, 
PA  29  Mar  (ML).  Sixteen  Yellow-bellied  Fly¬ 
catchers  were  banded  at  RN.R.  16-29  May 
(RCL,  RMu).  A  Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher 
found  near  Ligonier,  Westmoreland,  PA  1 
May  (R.  Hunt,  RCL  et  al.,  ph.  ML)  furnished 
about  the  13th  record  for  the  state.  A  North¬ 
ern  Shrike  lingered  through  5  Apr  at  Head¬ 
lands  Beach  S.P.,  Lake,  OH  (RH).  Swallows 
appeared  early,  with  330  Tree  Swallows  and 
4  Barn  Swallows  at  a  gathering  in  Hamilton, 
OH,  both  high  counts  for  27  Mar  (JS);  the  5 
Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows  that  day 
in  adjacent  Clermont,  OH  were  likewise  ear¬ 
ly  (D.  Morse,  Jr.).  Rough-wingeds  had 
reached  the  Central  Basin  of  L.  Erie  in  Lake, 
OH  by  31  Mar  (JP). 

A  Yellow-throated  Vireo  at  RVP  14  Apr 
was  the  earliest  county  record  by  10  days  (B. 
Lishman,  fide  AM).  Away  from  breeding 


sites,  a  Bell’s  Vireo  was  found  at  Magee 
Marsh  W.A.,  Lucas,  OH  25  May  (IT.  &  J. 
Heindel).  Fish  Crows  continue  to  expand  in 
w.  Pennsylvania.  They  returned  27  Mar  to 
North  Braddock,  Allegheny  (MF),  where  the 
first  breeding  record  for  sw.  Pennsylvania 
was  documented  in  2004.  Four  at  P.N.R.  1 
May  were  the  first  for  the  Ligonier  Valley 
(ML,  T.  Miller),  and  another  was  unusual  in 


There  is  still  much  to  learn  about  the  migration  patterns  of  Long-eared  Owl,  especially  in  spring.  How  this 
individual  ended  up  in  a  side-yard  nearly  devoid  of  vegetation  on  the  morning  of  4  April  2005 — in  the  very 
urban  neighborhood  of  West  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania — is  anyone's  guess.  Photograph  by  Oliver  J.  Carley. 
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Beaver,  PA  25  Mar  (E.  Richards).  Common 
Ravens  also  continue  to  expand.  In  Nock- 
amixon  Township,  Bucks,  s.  of  their  normal 
range  in  e.  Pennsylvania,  2  were  noted 
through  the  period  (m.ob.).  After  many 
years  of  sightings,  Common  Raven  was  con¬ 
firmed  nesting  on  the  Kittatinny  Ridge  in 
Berks  (Kerry  Grim).  A  heavy  flight  of  Blue 
Jays  along  the  L.  Erie  shoreline  was  noted  in 
the  Central  Basin,  with  5000  estimated  9 
May  and  8000  on  22  May  at  Lakeshore  Park, 
Lake,  OH  OP). 

A  House  Wren  in  Hamilton,  OH  26  Mar 
was  among  the  earliest  spring  arrivals  on 
record  for  Ohio  (NK,  K.  MacDonald).  A 
singing  Winter  Wren  on  Blue  Mt.  near  Bake 
Oven  Knob,  Lehigh  21  May  was  near  its  s. 
limit  in  e.  Pennsylvania  (Jeff  Hop¬ 
kins),  and  a  singing  Sedge  Wren  at 
Milesburg,  Centre,  PA  5  May  was  a 
rare  find  Q-  Yerger,  fide  J.  Mohl- 
mann).  Up  to  9  Northern  Mock¬ 
ingbirds  in  Crawford  and  Erie  1 1 
Apr  through  the  period  was  an  un¬ 
usually  high  total  for  nw.  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  (JM  et  al.).  A  major  move¬ 
ment  of  American  Pipits  was  noted 
in  the  Amish  fields  of  Big  Valley, 

Mifflin,  PA  17  Apr,  with  several 
thousand  estimated  present  (GG). 

The  peak  passage  for  American 
Robin  came  30-31  Mar,  when 
2600  were  counted  passing 
through  Lake,  OH  (JP).  Rare 
thrushes  reported  in  Pennsylvania 
during  the  winter  season  contin¬ 
ued  through  Mar.  The  Townsend’s 
Solitaire  present  during  the  winter  in  Betu- 
la,  McKean  delighted  many  observers 
through  2  Apr  (JF,  m.ob.).  The  Varied 
Thrush  at  Caledonia  S.R,  Franklin,  PA  was 
present  through  at  least  21  Mar  (B.  Moul), 
while  the  wintering  bird  at  Carrolton,  Car- 
roll,  OH  was  last  seen  31  Mar  (C.  lekes). 

At  least  6  Brewster’s  Warblers  were  report¬ 
ed  in  Pennsylvania  9-30  May  (m.ob.),  and  a 
bird  believed  to  be  a  Sutton’s  Warbler  was 
described  well  at  R.C.S.P  8  May  (C.  Tague). 
There  was  a  good  flight  of  Magnolia  War¬ 
blers  at  P.N.R.,  including  226  banded  5  May- 
1  Jun  (RCL  et  al.).  A  Yellow-throated  War¬ 
bler  at  PI. S.R  9  May  (L.  Massey,  B.  Ginader) 
was  unusual  for  that  location.  The  overall 
fortunes  of  Kirtland’s  Warbler  are  reflected 
roughly  in  the  annual  detection  of  the 
species  in  Ohio  during  spring  migration. 
This  season’s  substantiated  reports  included 
a  male  at  Magee  Marsh  W.A.,  Lucas  15-16 
May  (B.  Miller,  m.ob.)  and  a  female  there 
23-25  May  (ph. ,  IK.  Levinson,  AB,  m.ob.). 
Two  Yellow  Palm  Warblers  were  w.  to  Lucas, 
OH  20  Apr  (KK).  A  nice  count  of  10-12 
Cerulean  Warblers  was  at  Shickashinny, 
Luzerne,  PA  20  May  (RKo),  and  2  were  early 
at  R.C.S.P.  16  Apr  (R.  Machesney,  fide  PH). 


The  50  Blackpoll  Warblers  estimated  1 1  May 
in  Scioto  Trail  S.E,  Ross,  OH  was  among  the 
higher  spring  tallies  in  recent  decades  for 
Ohio  (RR).  Prothonotary  Warblers  made  a 
good  showing  in  Pennsylvania.  Single  birds 
at  Lawrenceville,  Allegheny  22-26  Apr 
(C&AB)  and  Wilkes-Barre,  Luzerne  10  May 
(J.  Hoysen)  were  unusual  for  those  loca¬ 
tions,  and  one  was  banded  at  PN.R.  26  Apr 
(RCL  et  al.).  Four  Worm-eating  Warblers  at 
Mohican  S.E,  Ashland,  OH  21  May  (SS)  were 
at  the  n.  edge  of  the  species’  range.  Ex- 
tralimital  Swainson’s  Warblers  were  report¬ 
ed  twice:  one  singing  at  PN.R.  16  May 
(RMu,  ML  et  al.)  and  one  at  Mohican  S.E, 
Ashland,  OH  21  May  (SS,  Tim  Leslie,  Trent 
Leslie,  G.  Colwell).  Four  singing  Mourning 


This  Baltimore  Oriole  at  Cincinnati,  Hamilton  County,  Ohio  (here  3  March  2005)  was 
probably  a  holdover  from  winter  rather  than  an  early  migrant.  Photograph  by  Bill  White. 


Warblers  at  Beltzville  S.P.,  Carbon,  PA  27 
May  was  the  most  the  observer  had  ever 
seen  at  one  location  during  the  spring  mi¬ 
gration  (RW),  and  19  were  banded  at  PN.R. 
11-29  May  (RCL).  Connecticut  Warblers 
were  well  reported,  with  7  from  sw.  Ohio 
alone  ( fide  NK).  A  Louisiana  Waterthrush 
had  reached  the  Central  Basin  in  Lake,  OH 
by  26  Mar  (JP). 

Away  from  breeding  sites,  2  Clay-colored 
Sparrows  were  at  Rl.S.P.  14-15  May  (JM, 
BC),  one  in  Fayette,  WV  7  May  (J.  Zicke- 
foose),  and  one  in  Columbus,  Franklin,  OH 
10  May  (RR).  The  nor’easter  of  late  May 
brought  a  singing  Seaside  Sparrow  to  a  wet 
field  near  Middleton,  Dauphin,  PA  26  May 
(TJ,  vt.  DD,  m.ob.);  this  represents  about  the 
5th  documented  record  for  the  state.  The 
imm.  Harris’s  Sparrow  at  Stone  Church, 
Northampton,  PA  remained  through  at  least 
20  Mar  (RW),  and  an  ad.  Gambel’s  White- 
crowned  Sparrow  at  M.C.P.P.  7  May  fur¬ 
nished  about  the  5th  record  for  that  location 
(RW).  A  Dark-eyed  Junco  at  L.G.W.R.  23 
May  was  near  its  s.  breeding  limit  in  e.  Penn¬ 
sylvania  (RW).  Ohio  Lark  Sparrows  away 
from  breeding  sites  appeared  twice:  2  in 
Hamilton  1  &  4  May  (JS,  D.  Brinkman)  and 


one  in  Warren  12  May  (J.  &  H.  Schlotman). 
Blue  Grosbeaks  at  State  College,  Centre,  PA 
19  May  (D.  Bordner)  and  L.G.W.R.  22  May 
(fide  DK)  were  unusual  for  those  locations. 
The  male  Painted  Bunting  in  Bucks,  PA  was 
present  until  29  Mar  (J.  &  R  Edwards).  Up  to 
3  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds  were  reported  in 
the  marshes  of  the  Western  Basin  late  Apr+ 
(m.ob.).  Likely  a  wintering  bird,  a  Baltimore 
Oriole  remained  at  Cincinnati  area  feeder 
until  at  least  3  Mar  (ph.  B.  White,  fide  MB). 
The  few  finches  of  note  in  Pennsylvania  in¬ 
cluded  2  Red  Crossbills  at  Laurel  Summit 
Bog,  Westmoreland  16  May  (ML),  up  to  12 
Common  Redpolls  in  Erie  2-22  Mar  (m.ob.), 
14  Pine  Siskins  in  Indiana  14  May  (D. 
Clark),  and  6  Evening  Grosbeaks  at  Wilkes- 
Barre,  Luzerne  20  Mar  (WR).  The 
L.  Erie  shoreline  passage  of  Amer¬ 
ican  Goldfinch  was  led  by  a  count 
of  1500  from  Lakeshore  Park, 
Lake,  OH  5  May  (JP). 


Addenda:  A  Scarlet  Tanager,  re¬ 
taining  some  red  plumage,  attend¬ 
ed  a  Holmes,  OH  feeder  12-24  Dec 
2004  where  it  apparently  fed  "pri¬ 
marily  on  bread  crumbs”  (ph.  J. 
Yoder,  Jide  SS). 

Initialed  observers  and  subregion¬ 
al  editors  (boldface  type):  OHIO: 
Aaron  Boone  (AB),  Rick  Counts 
(RC),  Mike  Busam  (MB),  Ned 
Keller  (NK),  Larry  Gara  (LG),  Ray 
Hannikman  (RH),  Craig  Holt 
(CH),  Kenn  Kaufman  (KK),  Jay 
Lehman  (JL),  Kevin  Metcalf,  John  Pogacnik 
(JP),  Larry  Rosche  (LR),  Robert  Royse  (RR), 
Sue  Snyder  (SS),  Jay  Stenger  (JS),  Bill  &  Ann 
Toneff  (BAT).  PENNSYLVANIA:  Tom  Amico 
(TA),  Carole  &  Al  Borek  (C&AB),  Ben  Coul¬ 
ter  (BC),  Jonathan  DeBalko  (JD),  Dave 
DeReamus  (DD),  Bill  Etter  (BE),  Devich  Far- 
botnik  (DF),  John  Fedak  (JF),  Mike  Fi- 
alkovich  (MF),  George  Franchois  (GF),  Greg 
Grove  (GG),  Brian  Hardiman  (BH),  Paul 
Hess  (PH),  Margaret  Higbee  (MHi),  Carol 
and  Charles  Hildebrand  (C&CH),  Rudy 
Keller  (RK),  Tom  Johnson  (TJ),  Ramsay 
Koury  (RK),  Rick  Koval  (RKo),  Brad  Kreider 
(BK),  Dan  Kunkle  (DK),  Mike  Lanzone 
(ML),  Robert  C.  Leberman  (RCL),  Tom  Ma¬ 
gadan  (TM),  Geoff  Malosh  (GM),  Terry  Mas¬ 
ter  (TMa),  Mark  McConaughy  [Cen.  PA  Bird¬ 
line]  (MM),  Jerry  McWilliams  (JM),  Bert 
Meyers  (BMe),  August  Mirabella  (AM), 
Robert  Mulvihill  (RMu),  Nick  Pulcinella 
(NP),  William  Reid  (WR),  Richard  Rehrig 
(RRe),  Cameron  Rutt  (CR),  Mike  Schall 
(MSc),  Bob  Schutsky  (BS),  Susan  Smith 
(SSm),  Mark  Vass  (MV),  Rick  Wiltraut  (RW), 
Matt  Wlasniewski  (MW),  Eric  Winner  (EW). 
WEST  VIRGINIA:  Wendell  Argabrite  (WA), 
Jeanette  Esker,  Matt  Orsie  (MO). 
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James  Hengeveld 

6354  Southshore  Drive 
Unionville,  Indiana  47468 
(jhengeve@indiana.edu) 

Keith  A.  McMullen 

1405  DeSoto 
O'Fallon,  Illinois  62269 
(warbler@intertek.net) 

Geoffrey  A.  Williamson 

4046  North  Clark  Street,  Unit  K 
Chicago,  Illinois  60613 
(geoffrey.williamson@comcast.net) 


Average  to  cool  temperatures  in 
March  and  little  precipitation  were 
followed  by  warmer-than-normal 
weather  during  the  first  two  thirds  of  April. 
The  warmth  perhaps  was  likely  responsible 
for  a  flurry  of  early  arrival  dates  throughout 
the  Region,  though  the  bulk  of  the  migration 
seemed  late.  April  also  provided  some 
respite  from  the  reduced  rain  levels,  but 
even  then  just  the  southern  areas  received 
reasonable  amounts  of  precipitation.  Begin¬ 
ning  with  a  cold  front  that  entered  the  Re¬ 
gion  22  April,  cooler  temperatures  once 
again  prevailed.  Although  the  southern  por¬ 
tions  experienced  normal  temperatures  after 
the  first  week  of  May,  the  northern  sections 
remained  cool  and  dry.  Migration  there,  par¬ 
ticularly  ol  passerines,  was  quite  late.  Many 
Chicago  area  birders  thought  that  major 
movements  never  occurred  and  that  the  mi¬ 
gration  overall  was  one  of  the  worst  they 
could  remember.  A  fallout  on  19  May  at 
Lake  Michigan  migrant  traps,  especially  not¬ 
ed  along  the  lndiana-lllinois  border,  was  the 
one  large  movement  apparent  to  birders. 
Precipitation  levels  for  May  were  lower  than 
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normal  in  the  Region;  May  was  the  seventh 
driest  on  record  for  Illinois. 

Abbreviations:  Brook.  L.  (Brookville  L., 
Union  and  Franklin ,  IN);  Carl.  L.  (Carlyle  L., 
s.  IL);  D.S.P.  (Indiana  Dunes  S.P.,  Porter ,  IN 
lakefront);  F.P.  (Forest  Preserve);  F.W.A. 
(Fish  and  Wildlife  Area);  Grassy  Slough 
(Grassy  Slough  Preserve,  Johnson,  lL);Jax.  P 
(Jackson  Park,  Chicago);  Kankakee  Sands 
(The  Nature  Conservancy  Kankakee  Sands 
Preserve,  Newton,  IN);  Montrose  (Montrose 
Point,  Lincoln  Park,  Chicago);  Pine  Creek 
(Pine  Creek  Gamebird  Habitat  Area,  Benton, 
IN). 

LOONS  THROUGH  VULTURES 

A  strong  loon  flight  featured  40  Red-throat¬ 
ed  Loons,  with  a  peak  count  of  9  off  D.S.P 
and  Beverly  Shores,  IN  17  Apr  (JJM)  and  one 
inland  sighting  in  Richland,  IL  28  Mar 
(tLH).  An  impressive  total  of  3  Pacific 
Loons,  all  in  basic  plumage,  included  one  in 
Hamilton,  IN  24-25  Apr  (KW,  LP)  and  Illi¬ 
nois’s  3rd  and  4th  for  spring,  seen  at  Crab 
Orchard  N.W.R  15  Apr  (KAM)  and  in  Rich¬ 
land,  IL  15-23  May  (tLH,  ph.  BS).  Common 
Loons  peaked  18  Apr  with  793  along  the  In¬ 
diana  lakefront  (JJM).  Four  Red-necked 
Grebes  and  9  Eared  Grebes — with  2  rather 
late  at  Willow  Slough  FW.A.,  IN  21  May 
(EMH) — constituted  a  good  movement. 

It  was  a  banner  year  for  American  White 
Pelicans.  A  record  high  count  for  Indiana 
was  set  with  78  at  Brook.  L.  18  Apr  (CCW), 
and  a  strong  movement  through  Illinois 
peaked  with  3136  at  Chautauqua  N.W.R.  1 
Apr  (R&SB).  A  tally  of  840  Double-crested 
Cormorants  at  Brook.  L.  26  Mar  (JyS)  was  a 
record-high  spring  count  for  Indiana.  An 
American  Bittern  30  Mar  at  Jax.  P  (BWH, 
PRC)  was  early  for  n.  Illinois.  Although  In¬ 
diana  had  16  American  Bitterns  reported, 
with  6  at  Kankakee  Sands  27  &  30  Apr 
(JBH),  none  were  recorded  on  the  Indiana 
lakefront,  and  Keith  McMullen  noted  poor 
numbers  in  s.  Illinois.  Least  Bitterns  were 
well  represented,  with  counts  of  at  least  2 
birds  coming  from  four  locations.  The  totals 
of  73  Little  Blue  Herons  8  May  in  Union,  IL 
(SDB)  and  200  Cattle  Egrets  at  Sauget,  IL  15 
May  (DMK)  were  the  highest  spring  counts 
for  Illinois  in  10  and  12  years,  respectively. 
The  largest  concentration  of  Black-crowned 
Night-Herons  in  the  Region  was  447  indi¬ 
viduals  at  the  L.  Calumet,  Chicago  rookery 
(WJM,  MB).  Encouraging  were  11  Yellow- 
crowned  Night-Herons  at  Horseshoe  L., 
Madison,  IL  16  Apr  (FRH). 

It  was  an  excellent  season  for  ibises  in  the 
Region:  9  individuals  of  three  species  were 
reported.  The  White  Ibis  observed  at  Kanka¬ 
kee  Sands  13  May  (EMH)  provided  Indiana’s 
first  spring  record  since  8  May  1878  and  was 
the  2nd  ad.  ever  for  Indiana.  An  ad.  Glossy 
Ibis  at  Fawn  River  Fish  Hatchery  5  Apr-2 
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May  (DC,  m.ob.)  represented  Indiana’s  earli¬ 
est  spring  record  ever.  Sauget,  1L  hosted  2 
ad.  Glossy  Ibis  28-29  May  (KAM,  CJL,  ph. 
DMK,  m.ob.)  and  a  subad.  White-faced  Ibis 
8-10  May  (PEL,  DMK,  KAM).  An  ad.  White¬ 
faced  Ibis  28  Apr-6  May  at  Chautauqua 
N.W.R.  (R&SB,  AFS)  and  3  ads.  at  Cahokia 
Mounds  S.P.,  1L  3  May  (TB,  KAM,  DMK) 
were  part  of  a  now-expected  spring  influx. 
Black  Vultures  continued  their  spread  north¬ 
ward  in  Indiana,  with  2  noted  28  Apr  at 
Summit  L.  (KI). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  GROUSE 

Greater  White-fronted  Goose  counts  of  365 
in  Stephenson ,  IL  12  Mar  (DFS)  and  302  at 
Kankakee  FW.A.,  IN  20  Mar  (JJM)  reflected 
a  reduced  movement  through  Illinois  but  a 
banner  spring  for  this  species  in  Indiana. 
The  high  count  of  10  Ross’s  Geese  at  Santa 
Fe  Bottoms,  Clinton ,  IL  13  Mar  (DMK)  was 
typical  for  recent  years;  however,  it  was  one 
of  only  two  reports  of  the  species.  Peak 
counts  of  40  Cackling  Geese  13  Mar  in  Clin¬ 
ton,  IL  (DMK)  and  16  Mar  in  De  Kalb,  IL 
(DJS)  contributed  to  our  developing  under¬ 
standing  of  movements  of  this  taxon 
through  the  Region. 

Dabbling  ducks  were  reported  mostly  in 
good  numbers.  High  counts  included  2980 
Gadwalls  at  Hennepin-Hopper  L.,  IL  14  Apr 
(DFS),  2080  Northern  Shovelers  at  Chau¬ 
tauqua  N.W.R.  1  Apr  (R&SB),  2200  North¬ 
ern  Pintails  at  Beehunter  Marsh,  IN  3  Mar 
(DRW),  and  an  impressive  8000  Green¬ 
winged  Teal  at  Carl.  L.  25  Mar  (DMK).  A 
Eurasian  Wigeon  19-24  Mar  at  Shabbona 
Lake  S.R,  IL  (PO,  DJS,  et  al.)  was  Illinois’s 
3rd  in  the  last  10  springs.  The  season’s  rarest 
waterfowl  was  a  Mottled  Duck  28-30  May  at 
Horseshoe  L.,  Madison,  IL  that  would  con¬ 
stitute  the  Region’s  2nd  record  (tJWE,  KAM, 
ph.  DMK,  m.ob.).  Diving  ducks  were  gener¬ 
ally  reported  in  above-average  numbers,  rep¬ 
resented  by  an  exceptional  count  of  14,000 
Canvasbacks  in  Hancock,  IL  11  Mar  (AGD), 
4000  Ring-necked  Ducks  7  Mar  in  Clinton, 
IL  (KAM),  and  7200  Lesser  Scaup  11  Mar  in 
Hancock,  IL  (AGD).  Three  lingering  Red¬ 
head  were  at  Willow  Slough  FW.A.,  IN  28 
May  (SRB,  JKC,  LSH,  RJP,  KJB).  A  male 
Greater  Scaup  14-16  May  in  Lake  (KJB,  JJM, 
BJG,  JKC)  provided  Indiana’s  first  May  lake- 
front  record  in  20  years.  Totals  of  39  Surf 
Scoters,  4  Black  Scoters,  and  6  White¬ 
winged  Scoters  were  reported,  with  two 
thirds  of  the  Surf  and  all  the  White-winged 
Scoters  at  inland  locations.  A  White-winged 
Scoter  at  Mississinewa  Res.  7  May  (JJM)  was 
Indiana’s  8th  May  record.  The  52  Long-tailed 
Ducks  3  Apr  at  Winthrop  Harbor,  IL  (AFS) 
provided  Illinois’s  highest  spring  total  in  13 
years,  and  one  female  4  May  on  L.  Monroe, 
IN  was  late  (MC,  JKR,  J&SH). 

The  expansion  of  nesting  Ospreys  was 


very  encouraging,  exemplified  by  two  pairs 
at  Pigeon  River,  IN  (JAH,  FH,  SS)  and  four 
pairs  on  nests  reported  in  Illinois.  The  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Kite  explosion  continued,  with  a 
record  Illinois  count  of  198  tallied  27  May  in 
a  three-county  area  ( Pulaski ,  Alexander, 


Union )  (SDB).  Four  Northern  Goshawks 
during  the  first  half  of  Mar  furnished  the 
only  reports.  For  the  first  time  in  24  years, 
no  Broad-winged  Hawks  were  reported  from 
the  Indiana  Dunes  Hawkwatch.  A  Swain- 
sons  Hawk  2  Apr  in  Winnebago,  IL  (tDTW, 
BW),  away  from  traditional  nesting  areas, 
was  noteworthy.  A  high  of  27  Rough-legged 
Hawks  was  logged  in  w.-cen.  Indiana  27  Mar 
(LS);  a  Rough-legged  at  Palos,  Cook,  IL  14 
May  (WSS,  WJM)  was  late.  Six  Golden  Ea- 


One  of  three  reported  in  the  Illinois  &  Indiana  region 
in  spring  2005,  this  Purple  Gallinule  was  photographed 
28  May  2005  at  the  Middle  Fork  River  Forest  Preserve, 
Champaign  County,  Illinois,  where  it  was  present  for 
most  of  the  month.  Photograph  by  Travis  A.  Mahan. 

gles  were  reported,  all  but  one  from  Indiana. 
Excellent  numbers  of  Merlins  were  tallied, 
with  26  across  the  Region.  An  individual  of 
the  infrequently  seen  subspecies  richardsonii 
was  at  Montrose  25  Apr  (ph.  RDH,  GAW). 

A  report  of  a  Black  Rail  at  Springbrook 


Prairie,  DuPage,  IL  5  May  (tREF)  would  be 
Illinois’s  first  live  sighting  of  this  species 
since  one  seen  at  the  same  location 
May-June  2000.  The  only  Yellow  Rail  re¬ 
ported  was  at  Northerly  Island,  Chicago  7 
May  (SHu).  Numbers  of  King  Rail  remain 
encouraging:  7  were  reported 
from  Illinois  and  5  from  Indi¬ 
ana.  The  season's  3  Purple 
Gallinules  included  an  in¬ 
jured  bird  found  at  Spencer, 
IN  14  Apr  (JL)  that  unfortu¬ 
nately  died  at  a  rehabilitation 
center  two  days  later;  one  at  a 
Homer,  IL  yard  12  Apr-2 
May  (J&MW,  ph.  BG,  m.ob.); 
and  one  in  Champaign,  IL 
4-31  May  (L&MH,  ph.  TAM, 
SDB,  m.ob.).  A  lone  Whoop¬ 
ing  Crane  from  the  Wiscon¬ 
sin  reintroduction  program 
was  an  unusual  sight  in  a 
Chicago  park  8-10  May  (ph. 
MM,  WJM,  PRC).  Weekly 
censuses  of  Greater  Prairie- 
Chickens  at  Prairie  Ridge  State  Natural  Area, 
Jasper,  IL  resulted  in  a  high  count  of  52 
males  in  Mar-Apr  (SAS,  m.ob.),  a  93%  in¬ 
crease  from  2004. 

SH0REBIRDS  THROUGH  TERNS 

Plover  numbers  were  normal  this  season, 
but  three  tallies  of  over  1000  American 
Golden-Plovers  in  Indiana  were  notable,  in¬ 
cluding  1665  at  Pine  Creek  24  Apr  (JJM). 
Four  reports  of  Piping  Plover  was  average, 
with  the  only  L.  Michigan  sighting  at  Miller 
Beach  II  May  (MT).  The  400  Semipalmated 
Plovers  29  May  at  Carl.  L.  (DMK)  provided 
a  sizeable  count.  A  Black-necked  Stilt  dis¬ 
covered  17  May  in  Whitley  (SH)  was  the  first 
record  for  ne.  Indiana.  Ten  Black-necked 
Stilts  were  reported  at  five  locations  in  Illi¬ 
nois,  with  2  at  Whalon  Lake  FR,  Will  23 
May  (ph.  ET)  the  most  northerly.  Thirty-two 
American  Avocets  were  noted,  with  a  peak 
count  of  14  at  the  Wakarusa  Wastewater 
Treatment  Facility,  Elkhart,  IN  1  May  (HK, 
fide  DS). 

The  total  of  500  Greater  Yellowlegs  16 
Apr  at  Carl.  L.  (TAM)  was  triple  the  average 
Illinois  high  count.  Sixteen  Willets  in  se. 
Morgan  (JJ)  was  a  notable  total  for  an  Indi¬ 
ana  report  away  from  the  lakefront,  and  44 
Willets  30  Apr  at  Grassy  Slough  (KAM, 
DMK,  CLW)  was  impressive.  A  rare  inland 
record  of  2  Whnnbrels  26-28  Apr  at  Grassy 
Slough  (KAM,  DMK,  PEL)  was  noteworthy; 
the  only  other  report  was  of  10  Whimbrels 
on  the  Waukegan,  IL  lakefront  21  May  (AFS, 
DTW  et  al.).  The  Region  hosted  an  impres¬ 
sive  8  Hudsonian  and  70  Marbled  Godwits, 
with  52  Marbled  Godwits  in  Montgomery  26 
Apr  (CCM)  tying  an  all-time  Indiana  high 
count.  The  only  Red  Knot  seen  this  spring, 


Nine  ibis  of  three  species  visited  the  Illinois  &  Indiana  region 
this  spring.  This  Glossy  Ibis  was  one  of  two  in  St.  Clair  County, 
Illinois  29  May  2005.  Photograph  by  Joshua  Uffman. 
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This  Fork-tailed  Flycatcher — present  16  May  2005  at  Paul  Douglas  Forest  Preserve,  Cook  County, 
Illinois — represented  a  first  state  record.  It  spent  most  of  the  day  hawking  insects,  being 
chased  by  congeners,  and  being  enjoyed  by  dozens  of  birders.  Photographs  by  Arlene  Koziol. 


14  May  in  Winnebago  (DTW),  provided  Illi¬ 
nois’s  first  spring  record  since  2001.  Spring 
Sanderling  numbers  have  declined,  with  16 
at  Carl.  L.  16  May  (KAM,  DMK)  and  14  at 
Miller  Beach,  IN  12  May  (MT)  the  highest 
counts.  The  concentration  of  2200  Semi- 
palmated  Sandpipers  29  May  at  Carl.  L. 
(KAM)  was  exceptional,  and  an  estimated 
500  Least  Sandpipers  4  May  at  Pine  Creek 
(EMH)  was  a  record-high  count  for  the  state. 
Three  Baird's  Sandpipers,  casual  in  Indiana 
in  spring,  were  in  Benton  30  Apr  (JJM).  Pec¬ 
toral  Sandpipers  made  a  solid  flight  through 
the  Region,  with  3100  at  Kankakee  FW.A., 
IN  11  Apr  (JJM).  An  impressive  500  Dunlin 
were  at  Carl.  L.  29  May  (KAM).  Creating 
some  excitement  was  a  female  Ruff  at  Grassy 
Slough  26  Apr  (PEL,  DMK,  KAM  et  al.).  The 
peak  number  in  a  strong  flight  of  Wilsons 
Phalaropes  was  12  seen  1  May  at  Carl.  L. 
(TAM,  DMK,  SDB,  MFD).  A  Red-necked 
Phalarope  in  Champaign ,  IL  12  May  (SDB  et 
al.)  and  2  at  Carl.  L.  29  May  (KAM,  DMK) 
represented  an  above-average  spring  flight. 

For  the  9th  consecutive  year  a  Laughing 
Gull  (CAM,  tWJM  et  al.)  and  for  the  2nd 
straight  year  an  apparent  Laughing  Gull  x 
Ring-billed  Gull  hybrid  7-8  May  (TWJM, 
MB)  returned  to  a  Kentucky  Fried  Chicken 
on  Chicago’s  s.  side.  An  Iceland  Gull  ob¬ 
served  26  May  in  Waukegan,  IF  (AFS)  was 
very  late.  Seven  Thayer’s  Gulls  and  22  Great 
Black-backed  Gulls  were  reported  at  the  In¬ 
diana  lakefront;  both  numbers  are  slightly 
higher  than  average.  The  Caspian  Tern  flight 
was  very  strong,  with  587  at  Great  Fakes 
Naval  Training  Center,  Lake  11  May  (DRD) 
the  2nd  highest  Illinois  count  ever.  Hot  on 
the  heels  of  an  Oct  2004  record,  another 
Black  Skimmer  was  discovered  in  Indiana  at 
L.  Gibson  23  May  (CM,  G&LB). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  continued  their  in¬ 
exorable  push  into  new  territory  with  a  first 
LaPorte  record  at  Michigan  City,  IN  13  Apr 
(LSH).  Indiana’s  8th  White-winged  Dove 


was  found  in  Montgomery  4  May  (JDP,  CCM, 
LP),  while  Illinois’s  11th  was  at  Springfield 
17  May  (PW,  ph.  DO);  another  was  heard 
calling  at  Carl.  L.  28  May  (DMK).  This 
species  has  become  annual  in  the  Region. 
Monk  Parakeets  continued  their  invasion  of 
Indiana  from  the  west.  In  addition  to  8  birds 
at  the  nest  site  in  Hammond  19  Mar  (JAH), 
birds  were  seen  at  two  other  sites  in  Ham¬ 
mond  (JJM)  and  at  two  locations  in  High¬ 
land  (MT).  A  healthy  count  of  110  was  ob¬ 
served  7  Mar  at  nearby  Burnham,  IF  (WJM). 

A  Black-billed  Cuckoo’s  26  Apr  arrival  at 
Ullin,  IL  (KAM)  tied  Illinois’s  2nd  earliest 
date,  and  a  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  23  Apr  at 
Ft.  Massac  S.R,  IL  (KAM)  was  Illinois’s  earli¬ 
est  record  by  one  day.  Twenty-seven  Yellow¬ 
billed  Cuckoos  in  Monroe  and  Brown  17  May 
(MC)  provided  Indiana’s  highest  one-day  to¬ 
tal.  Five  Barn  Owls  were  reported  in  the  Re¬ 
gion.  The  peak  tally  for  Long-eared  Owl  was 
5  at  Carl.  L.  (TAM,  DMK)  and  for  Short¬ 
eared  Owl  10  at  Hawthorn  Mine,  IN  (LS). 
Eight  of  Carl.  L.’s  impressive  10  Northern 
Saw-whet  Owls  from  last  winter  were  still 
present  6  Mar  (TAM).  Good  numbers  of 
caprimulgids  were  reported,  with  150+  Com¬ 
mon  Nighthawks  in  Macon,  IF  19  May 
(TAM),  19  Chuck-will’s-widows  at  Feme 
Clyffe  S.P.,  IL  8  May  (SDB),  and  Whip-poor- 
will  counts  of  24  in  Newton,  IN  14  May 
(EMH)  and  27  in  Union,  IF  7  May  (SDB).  An 
astounding  60  Ruby-throated  Humming¬ 
birds  in  Shelby,  IL  15  May  (KF)  broke  a  five- 
year-old  spring  record  for  Illinois  from  the 
same  location.  A  juv.  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuck- 
er  30  May  in  Naperville,  IL  (PS)  was  notable; 
the  species  breeds  only  rarely  in  Illinois. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  NUTHATCHES 

The  flycatcher  flight  was  generally  strong, 
including  51  Eastern  Wood-Pewees  and  50 
Acadian  Flycatchers  in  Union,  IL  7  May 
(SDB)  and  39  Eastern  Phoebes  in  Jax.  R  30 
Mar  (PRC,  BWH).  An  Alder  Flycatcher  seen 
9  May  at  F.  Lemon  (J&SH)  and  a  Least  Fly¬ 
catcher  10  Apr  at  Muscatatuck  N.W.R.  (DG) 


were  record  early  for  Indiana,  and  a  Willow 
Flycatcher  at  Beverly  Shores  8  May  (JJM) 
was  the  Indiana  lakefront’s  earliest  ever.  The 
Region  was  overrun  by  Western  Kingbirds, 
with  10  reported.  An  unprecedented  3  sin¬ 
gles  were  in  Indiana  at  D.S.R  9  May  (JJM, 
KJB),  Kankakee  Sands  14  May  (JJM),  and 
Universal  Mine  21  May  (MRB).  Six  were  at 
the  established  Madison,  IL  breeding  loca¬ 
tion  (DMK,  PEL).  Two  Scissor-tailed  Fly¬ 
catchers  were  reported  from  Illinois  without 
details.  The  flycatcher  of  the  season  was  Illi¬ 
nois’s  first  and  long  overdue  Fork-tailed  Fly¬ 
catcher,  an  imm.  present  16  May  at  Paul 
Douglas  FP,  Cook,  IL  (ph.  JIE,  ph.  WSS, 
JWL,  m.ob.). 

Loggerhead  Shrikes  have  virtually  van¬ 
ished  from  their  sw.  Indiana  stronghold,  but 
they  appeared  elsewhere  in  Indiana:  in  New¬ 
ton  (JJM),  where  the  species  was  last  record¬ 
ed  in  1956,  in  nw.  Lagrange  (DS,  PM),  in  Or¬ 
ange  (AH),  and  in  Lawrence  (DL).  Numbers 
reported  from  Illinois  were  average.  Follow¬ 
ing  the  invasion  of  Northern  Shrikes  during 
the  winter  period,  at  least  8  birds  in  Indiana 
and  3  in  Illinois  lingered  into  Mar,  the  latest 
being  one  at  Minnehaha  FW.A.,  IN  27  Mar 
(LS).  A  White-eyed  Vireo  at  Pomona,  IL  30 
Mar  (KAM)  was  early.  Bell’s  Vireos  once 
again  ranged  eastward,  with  3  at  Summit  L., 
IN  28  May  (SAP).  A  very  late  Bell’s  Vireo  was 
at  Montrose  25  May  (RDH,  GAW).  The  sea¬ 
son’s  high  count  was  10  in  Sullivan,  IN  14 
May  (LS).  An  all-time  Indiana  lakefront  high 
of  21  Yellow-throated  Vireos  was  tallied  14 
May  in  D.S.P.  (LSH).  Fish  Crows  continue  to 
expand  northward,  as  evidenced  by  2  re¬ 
ported  from  Lock  and  Dam  21,  Adams,  IL 
(AGD).  Three  Purple  Martins  at  Pratt’s 
Wayne  Woods  FR,  DuPage,  IL  18  Mar  (EES) 
were  the  earliest  arrivals  for  n.  Illinois  on 
record.  Both  Bank  and  Cliff  Swallows  12  Apr 
(JAH)  established  record  arrival  dates  for  ne. 
Indiana.  Unusual  for  an  odd-numbered  year 
was  the  large  total  of  61  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  reported  throughout  Indiana. 

WRENS  THROUGH  TANAGERS 

An  undocumented  report  of  a  Bewicks  Wren 
near  Germantown,  IL  23  Apr  (DMK)  is  of 
interest  because  of  the  near-extirpation  of 
this  species  from  Illinois.  A  Sedge  Wren  26 
Mar  at  Robert  Ridgeway  Grassland,  Jasper, 
IL  (MAH)  had  possibly  overwintered.  A 
Townsend’s  Solitaire  was  seen  at  D.S.R  16 
Apr  (BJG);  since  Indiana’s  first  record  in 
1995,  this  species  has  appeared  in  eight  of 
1 1  years  in  the  state.  Cathanis  thrushes  were 
generally  reported  in  higher  numbers  than 
in  recent  years.  The  peak  American  Robin 
tally  was  a  strong  2030  at  Jax.  R  30  Mar 
(PRC,  BWH).  A  Gray  Catbird  seen  9  Apr  at 
Waterfall  Glen  FR,  DuPage,  IL  (UG)  was  two 
weeks  early. 

A  number  of  record-early  warbler  arrivals 
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were  followed  by  what  many  observers 
deemed  a  dismal  Apr  and  early  May  move¬ 
ment,  but  overall  the  warbler  migration  was 
generally  late  and  produced  average  num¬ 
bers.  Record-early  arrivals  for  Illinois  were  a 
Yellow  Warbler  10  Apr  at  Carl.  L.  (DMK),  a 
Palm  Warbler  25  Mar  in  Clinton  (DMK),  and 
a  Blackpoll  Warbler  15  Apr  at  Ft.  Massac  S.R 
(KAM).  A  Cerulean  Warbler  10  Apr  at 
Pomona,  1L  (KAM)  was  very  early.  Pro- 
thonotary  Warblers  4  Apr  at  Ft.  Massac  S.R 
(KAM)  and  5  Apr  at  Lincoln  Park,  Chicago 
(AG)  were  the  first  and  2nd  earliest  ever  for 
Illinois,  the  latter  quite  remarkable  given  the 
northerly  location.  A  Canada  Warbler  found 
at  Crooked  Creek,  Brown  21  Apr  (J&SH) 
provided  Indiana’s  2nd  earliest  record. 

The  rarest  warbler  reported  was  an  appar¬ 
ent  Sutton’s  Warbler  (Northern  Parula  x 
Yellow-throated  Warbler  hybrid)  at  Fabyan 
FR,  Kane ,  IL  22  Apr-16  May  (DJS,  ph.  EES); 
the  Region’s  only  other  record  occurred  21 
Apr  1980  in  Indiana  (two  photographs  by  D. 
Z.  Arvin  in  American  Birds  34:  783).  Also 
rare  were  2  Audubon’s  Warblers,  one  a  well- 
studied  female  atjax.  P  19-29  Mar  (tPRC, 
KMC,  ph.  EWW,  m.ob.),  the  other  a  female 
at  Carl.  L.  1  May  (DMK).  A  Swainson’s  War¬ 
bler  at  Beall  Woods  S.P.,  IL  6-8  May  (tLH, 
ph.  IBS)  would  furnish  just  the  2nd  record 
for  Illinois  since  1996.  The  count  of  15  Blue¬ 
winged  Warblers  at  Palos  7  May  (CT)  was 
impressive,  as  were  the  4  Brewster’s  Warblers 
reported  this  spring.  Orange-crowned  War¬ 
blers  were  seen  in  good  numbers,  with  a 
high  of  12  at  Evanston,  IL  7  May  (JIE). 
Record  Indiana  high  counts  included  60 
Cape  May  Warblers  19  May  at  the  Ham¬ 
mond  Sanctuary  and  Stateline  Woods  (jJM, 
AS)  and  16  Worm-eating  Warblers  at 
Hoosier  N.F  28  May  (DL);  the  54  Cerulean 
Warblers  occurring  along  the  Indiana  lake- 
front  provided  the  highest  season  total  there 
in  six  years.  Sixty-nine  Kentucky  Warblers 
made  an  impressive  single-observer  tally  in 
Union,  IL  7  May  (SDB),  and  Connecticut 
Warblers  peaked  19  May  with  5  at  the  Ham¬ 
mond  Sanctuary  and  Stateline  Woods,  IN 
(JJM,  AS).  The  Summer  Tanager  in  Union,  IL 
10  Apr  (KAM)  provided  the  2nd  earliest  ar¬ 
rival  date  for  Illinois,  and  the  count  of  35 
Summer  Tanagers  7  May  (SDB),  also  in 
Union,  IL,  was  impressive.  This  species  is  be¬ 
coming  more  common  in  n.  Indiana. 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

The  only  Spotted  Towhee  was  found  20  Apr 
in  Adams,  IL  (AGD).  Though  several  ob¬ 
servers  deemed  the  sparrow  migration  to  be 
poor  to  mediocre,  good  high  counts  of  some 
species  were  received  this  season.  Among 
these  were  142  Chipping  Sparrows  7  May  in 
Bureau,  IL  (DFS),  Indiana’s  2nd  highest 
count  of  83  Field  Sparrows  at  Brook.  L.  10 
Apr  (WHB),  and  44  Vesper  Sparrows  16  Apr 


in  Grundy,  IL  (DFS).  The  count  of  220  Sa¬ 
vannah  Sparrows  at  Northerly  Island,  Chica¬ 
go  (DEW)  was  the  highest  Illinois  spring  to¬ 
tal  in  at  least  14  years.  Indiana’s  first  Lark 
Bunting  in  20  years  (a  female  or  basic  male) 
was  found  in  Newton  16  May  (JJM)-  The 
concentration  of  35  Henslow’s  Sparrows 
near  Dongola,  IL  25  May  (SDB)  was  impres¬ 
sive.  Nine  Le  Conte’s  Sparrows  occurred  in 
scattered  locations;  a  Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed 
Sparrow  at  Prairie  Ridge  State  Natural  Area, 
Jasper,  IL  10  May  (LH)  was  one  of  5  report¬ 
ed.  A  notable  count  of  220  Swamp  Sparrows 
was  made  in  Grant  Park,  Chicago  7  May 
(DEW).  There  were  only  two  reports  of  Har¬ 
ris’s  Sparrow:  27  Mar  at  Horseshoe  L.,  Madi¬ 
son,  IL  (FRH)  and  20  Apr  at  Jax.  R  (PRC). 
The  largest  longspur  totals  were  1000  Lap- 


Great-tailed  Grackles  have  appeared  more  frequently 

in  Illinois  in  recent  years.  This  individual  was  present 
throughout  April  (here  7  April  2005)  in  Sangamon 
County.  Photograph  by  Travis  A.  Mahan. 

lands  in  Macon,  IL  3  Apr  (TAM)  and  140 
Smith’s  in  Newton,  IN  9  Apr  (CCM).  Lap- 
lands  lingered  until  early  May,  and  8  Smiths 
Longspurs  13  May  in  Newton,  IN  (AS)  were 
record  late. 

An  Indigo  Bunting  9  Apr  in  Cook  (REF) 
provided  a  record-early  arrival  for  n.  Illinois. 
A  banded  male  Painted  Bunting  was  ob¬ 
served  8  May  in  East  St.  Louis,  IL  (DMK, 
PEL)  at  the  site  where  nesting  has  occurred 
since  2000.  The  tally  of  300  Bobolinks  in 
Fulton  13  May  (JWW,  JSf,  MBo)  tied  the  2nd 
highest  count  for  Illinois.  An  interesting 
meadowlark  was  heard  in  Boone,  IN  17-18 
Apr  singing  both  Western  and  Eastern 
Meadowlark  songs  and  giving  the  pluk  call 
of  the  former  (RLH,  CH).  The  presence  of  a 
female  and  3  male  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds 
7  May  at  the  Dredge  Ponds,  Macon,  IL,  with 
one  male  still  there  19  May,  suggested  a  pos¬ 
sible  nesting  attempt  (TAM).  Nesting  has 
not  occurred  outside  n.  Illinois  in  over  a 
decade.  Three  records  of  Yellow-headed 
Blackbirds  from  Indiana  were  more  than  ex¬ 
pected.  The  season  highlight  among  black¬ 
birds  was  the  ad.  male  Great-tailed  Grackle 
in  Sangamon,  IL  1-30  Apr  (ph.  KB,  ph.  TAM, 
KAM,  m.ob.).  Presumably  the  same  bird  re¬ 
located  to  Menard  and  was  found  29  May 


(PSW).  This  constitutes  Illinois’s  5th  record. 

Purple  Finches  and  Pine  Siskins  were  un¬ 
usually  common  for  an  odd-numbered  year, 
breaking  a  pattern  associated  with  the  two- 
year  cycle  of  fall  irruptions.  The  peak  count 
of  Purple  Finches  was  in  w.  Monroe,  IN  with 
32  there  6  Mar  (SRE).  The  latest  among  sev¬ 
eral  tardy  birds  was  in  Greene,  IN  25  May 
(JG).  A  single  Common  Redpoll  in  Highland 
11  Mar  (MT)  provided  the  first  Indiana 
record  in  an  odd-numbered  spring  in  10 
years.  Four  of  the  wintering  Common  Red¬ 
polls  at  the  Chicago  Botanic  Gardens  lin¬ 
gered  until  1 3  Mar  (GAW).  A  high  of  33  Pine 
Siskins  was  in  e.  Monroe,  IN  1  Mar  (LS),  and 
one  was  quite  late  in  se.  Morgan,  IN  31  May 
(JJ).  The  total  count  of  238  Pine  Siskins  was 
the  highest  ever  in  spring  for  Indiana. 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold¬ 
face):  Susan  R.  Bagby,  Steven  D.  Bailey,  Mar¬ 
garet  Baker,  Torrey  Berger,  Richard  &  Sigurd 
Bjorklund,  Ken  Bohlen,  Gary  &  Lisa  Bow¬ 
man,  Matt  Bowyer,  Ross  A.  Brittain,  Kenneth 
J.  Brock  (Indiana),  Michael  R.  Brown, 
William  R.  Buskirk,  John  K.  Cassady,  Karin 
M.  Cassel,  Michael  Clarke,  Dave  Clary,  Paul 

R.  Clyne,  Donald  R.  Dann,  Myrna  F  Deaton, 
Alfred  G.  Dierkes,  Joseph  W.  Eades,  Joshua  I. 
Engel,  Scott  R.  Evans,  Robert  E.  Fisher, 
Karen  Forcum,  Urs  Geiser,  Darlena  Graham, 
Alice  Gregory,  Brendan  J.  Grube,  Bryan 
Guarente,Jess  Gwinn,  Leroy  Harrison,  James 
A.  Haw,  Frannie  Headings,  Cloyce  Hedge, 
Roger  L.  Hedge,  Jim  &  Susan  Hengeveld,  Bri¬ 
an  W.  Herriott,  Jed  B.  Hertz,  Lynea  S.  Hinch- 
man,  Mary  Ann  Hoeffliger,  Larry  &  Margaret 
Hoffman,  Aaron  Holbrook,  Frank  R.  Holmes, 
Edward  M.  Hopkins,  Steve  Hossler,  Steve 
Huggins  (SHu),  Robert  D.  Hughes,  Kamal  Is¬ 
lam,  Joni  James,  Dan  M.  Kassebaum,  Howard 
Kauffman,  John  Lawrence,  Dan  Leach,  Paul 
E.  Lehman,  Joseph  W.  Lill,  Craig  J.  Litteken, 
Travis  A.  Mahan  (Illinois),  Walter  J.  Marcisz, 
Carolyn  A.  Marsh,  Jeffrey  J.  McCoy,  Keith  A. 
McMullen,  Perry  Miller,  Chuck  Mills,  Marc 
Monaghan,  Clint  C.  Murray,  Dennis 
Oehmke,  Peter  Olson,  Randy  J.  Pals,  Steve  A. 
Pancol,  Larry  Peavler,  J.  D.  Phillips,  Jeff  K. 
Riegcl,  Sandy  Schacht,  Eric  E.  Seeker,  Wesley 

S.  Serafin,  Darrell  J.  Shambaugh,  Bob  Shelby, 
Andy  Sigler,  Scott  A.  Simpson,  Paul  Springer, 
Josh  Stafford  (JSD,  Jay  Stenger  (JyS),  Lee 
Sterrenburg,  Alan  E  Stokie,  Dan  Stoltzfus, 
Douglas  F  Stotz,  Ed  Teune,  Craig  Thayer, 
Michael  Topp,  Jeffrey  W.  Walk,  Eric  W.  Wal¬ 
ters,  Pat  Ward,  Christopher  C.  Warren,  Peter 
S.  Weber,  Donald  R.  Whitehead,  David  E. 
Willard,  Barbara  Williams,  Daniel  T. 
Williams,  Jr.,  Geoffrey  A.  Williamson,  Jeremy 
&  Maria  Wolf,  Christopher  L.  Wood,  Kevin 
Wyckoff.  Many  others  submitted  observa¬ 
tions  but  could  not  be  personally  acknowl¬ 
edged;  all  observers  have  our  thanks  for  their 
contributions.  O 
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This  spring  of  2005  was  much  like 
that  of  2004,  boasting  a  diversity  of 
rarities  but  with  a  lackluster  migra¬ 
tion  of  Neotropical  songbirds.  Minnesota 
observers  complained  that  the  warbler  mi¬ 
gration  was  the  “worst  in  recent  memory.” 
Wisconsin  was  the  exception;  one  ob¬ 
served  commented  on  a  “fair  migration,  in¬ 
cluding  some  spectacular  warbler  viewing 
in  the  middle  of  May.”  As  always,  weather 
likely  had  an  important  impact  on  the  mi¬ 
gration  and  perceptions  of  it.  All  three 
states  posted  above-average  temperatures 
in  April  and  below-average  temperatures  in 
May.  Instead  of  southerly  winds  in  May,  the 
Region  often  had  northerly  or  easterly 
winds.  Precipitation  varied  from  above  av¬ 


erage  in  May  in  Minnesota  to  well  below 
average  in  Michigan. 

LOONS  THROUGH  IBISES 

Michigan  had  the  bulk  of  the  Red-throated 
Loon  reports,  with  most  coming  from 
Whitefish  Point  B.O.,  Chippewa,  Ml  (here¬ 
after,  W.PB.O.),  where  686  were  tallied  18 
Apr-31  May,  with  a  peak  of  77  on  4  May,  an 
above-average  total.  A  Pacific  Loon  was 
found  22  Apr  at  Garrison,  Crow  Wing,  MN 
(AH),  while  Wisconsin  had  individuals  7 
Mar  in  Sheboygan  (CM),  3  Apr-8  May  in 
Manitowoc  and  14  Apr  in  Dane  (WH).  Both 
Wisconsin  and  Minnesota  had  good  num¬ 
bers  of  Red-necked  Grebes;  the  maximum 
in  Minnesota  was  325+  on  13  Apr  at  Park 
Point  in  Duluth  (TA).  W.PB.O.  had  a  good 
migration  of  this  species  as  well:  1115  were 
tallied  9  Apr-25  May,  with  a  peak  of  82  on 
4  May.  Unusual  in  ne.  Minnesota  was  an 
Eared  Grebe  at  Biwabik  W.T.P.,  St.  Louis 
14-22  May  (AE);  a  Western  Grebe  at  Du¬ 
luth,  St.  Louis  21-23  May  (TA,  MH,  MOc  et 
al.)  was  also  locally  rare.  Eared  Grebes  made 
a  fair  showing  in  Wisconsin,  with  reports 
from  six  counties  and  a  high  of  6  on  10  May 
in  Bayfield  (RB).  Michigan  had  reports  of  2 
after  29  Mar  at  Muskegon  Wastewater  Sys¬ 
tem  (BJ,  SM,  rn.ob.)  and  2  on  Reed  L.,  Kent 
(FP).  Wisconsin  had  single  Western  Grebes 
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25  Apr  in  Portage  (MB)  and  22  May  in  Dou¬ 
glas  (RJ). 

American  White  Pelicans  were  reported 
in  fewer  counties  in  Michigan  this  spring 
than  last  year  but  in  larger  numbers.  Min¬ 
nesota  reported  about  10  Snowy  Egrets 
from  the  same  number  of  counties,  less  than 
a  third  of  last  spring’s  total.  Wisconsin  re¬ 
ported  this  species  from  1 1  counties,  in¬ 
cluding  4  on  31  May  in  Brown.  In  Michigan 
there  were  six  reports  of  Snowy  Egret,  in¬ 
cluding  one  n.  of  normal  29  May  on  Mani- 
tou  L,  Keweenaw  (ZG,JK,  LD).  A  Little  Blue 
Heron  in  Tuscola ,  MI  30  Apr  (JD),  one  in 
Burnett,  WI  26  May  (DK),  and  another  in 
Austin,  Mower,  MN  10  May  (RK.JMo)  were 
the  only  ones  verified.  Cattle  Egrets  in  26 
Minnesota  counties  made  the  best  showing 
in  that  state  since  the  spring  of  1993.  Wis¬ 
consin  had  Cattle  Egrets  in  four  counties, 
the  highest  total  being  12  on  10  May  in 
Winnebago  (BH).  Michigan  had  reports  of 
this  species  from  two  counties.  The  only 
Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron  came  from 
Minnesota,  with  one  12-22  May  in  Wilmar, 
Kandiyohi  (RF  et  al.).  Minnesota  reported 
White-faced  Ibis  on  19  Apr  (DBz  et  al.)  and 
1  May  (RD),  both  at  Hills  W.T.P,  Rock:  an¬ 
other  was  at  Osakis  W.T.P,  Douglas  13-15 
May  (JE).  Wisconsin  had  a  White-faced  Ibis 
18  May  in  Trempealeau  (JT,  MP).  A  Glossy 
Ibis  near  Cedarbrook,  Aitkin  19-22  Apr 
(JBl,  SBl,  KR,  m.ob.)  was  only  the  2nd  Min¬ 
nesota  record  of  this  species.  In  addition, 
Minnesota  reported  several  Plegadis  species, 
with  2  on  30  Apr-2  May  at  Clare  Johnson 
W.M.A.,  Lincoln  (BS)  and  7  on  28  May  at 
Plover  Prairie,  Lac  Qui  Parle  (DB). 

WATERFOWL 

Four  Ross’s  Goose  reports  in  Michigan  were 
well  above  the  average,  while  Minnesota  re¬ 
ported  record-high  counts  of  460+  in  Nobles 
and  400+  in  Jackson  (DN.  PJ).  Wisconsin 
had  reports  of  Ross’s  Geese  from  three  coun¬ 
ties.  A  Eurasian  Wigeon  was  present  6-8 
Apr  at  Pointe  Mouillee,  Monroe  (AB,  EE, 
KT),  while  Minnesota  had  individuals 
28-31  Mar  at  Verchota  Landing,  Winona 
(KB  et  al.)  and  8  May  at  Red  Lake  Falls,  Red 
Lake  (JJ,  PS).  An  ad.  male  Cinnamon  Teal  in 
Oakland  Twp.,  Mahnomen,  MN  26-27  May 
(HD,  PS)  was  the  only  one  reported.  In 
Michigan,  3800  Long-tailed  Ducks  at  South 
Haven,  Van  Buren  27  Mar  (JG,  RS,  DP)  was 
an  unusually  high  total  so  far  south.  Also  in 
Michigan,  a  male  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  was 
studied  6-15  Mar  in  Washtenaw  (JSc). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  SH0REBIRDS 

Diurnal  raptor  numbers  were  generally 
higher  than  the  past  several  years’  count  at 
W.PB.O.,  particularly  accipiters.  Black  Vul¬ 
tures  were  seen  9-12  Apr  in  Berrien,  MI 
(AV)  and  1  May  in  Shiawassee,  WI  (DMC), 
with  another  one  in  Wisconsin  19  Apr  in 
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Racine  (p.a.,  TK).  The  only  Mississippi  Kite 
came  from  Wisconsin  with  one  22  May  in 
Dane  (p.a.,  MB).  The  9206  Broad-winged 
Hawks  6  May  at  the  West  Skyline  Hawk 
Count,  Duluth,  MN  (FN,  DC)  was  a  record 
single-day  total  for  that  count.  There  were 
seven  reports  of  Swainson’s  Hawks  at 
W.P.B.O.,  above  average  for  that  location, 
while  in  Wisconsin,  singles  were  seen  in 
Ashland/Bayfield  28  May  (RB)  and  in  Dodge 
2  May  (DT).  Gyrfalcons  were  seen  in  all 
three  states:  Wisconsin  had  one  through  1 
Mar  in  Ashland  (RB),  Minnesotans  enjoyed 
one  3  Feb-10  Apr  at  Nininger  Twp.,  Dakota 
(m.ob.),  and  a  white  morph  graced  Pointe 
Mouillee,  Monroe,  MI  3  Apr  (TW,  AB). 

A  King  Rail  9  May  in  New  Buffalo,  Berrien 
(DV,  JJa)  provided  a  rare 
Michigan  record.  Wisconsin 
reported  King  Rails  from  four 
counties.  Minnesota  had  two 
reports  of  Common  Moorhen, 
a  species  quite  rare  in  that 
state,  with  individuals  on  15 
May  in  Rice  (TB)  and  17  May 
at  Rum  River  S.F.,  Kanabec 
(BF  et  al.).  Part  of  the  reintro¬ 
duction  program,  Whooping 
Cranes  were  noted  in 
L aFayette  and  Walworth  in 
Wisconsin,  where  3  hatched 
in  2004. 

There  were  5  Piping 
Plovers  from  four  locations  in 
Minnesota,  with  four  reports 
in  Wisconsin  and  five  in 
Michigan.  The  Black-necked 
Stilt  present  in  2004  returned 
to  Horicon  in  Wisconsin  16 
Apr  0B,  TP,  SC,  TW,  AS);  in 
Minnesota,  individuals  were 
seen  21-24  Apr  at  Centennial  Waterfowl 
Production  Area,  Big  Stone  (LW,  PC,  PS)  and 
8-10  (NT,  KV)  &  30  May  (p.a.,  FVS)  near 
Rice  Lake  S.P.,  Steele.  The  count  of  50+ 
American  Avocets  seen  in  Minnesota  this 
season  was  down  slightly  from  last  season. 
Wisconsin  had  avocets  11  May  in  Mani¬ 
towoc  (CS),  6-7  May  in  Dodge  (TW,  JSm, 
KS),  and  6  May  in  Ozaukee  (CSc,  TU),  while 
Michigan  had  just  one  23  Apr  at  Pointe 
Mouillee,  Monroe  (AB).  There  was  a  single 
Whimbrel  report  in  Minnesota  24  May  in 
Duluth,  St.  Louis  (LS).  Numbers  in  Michi¬ 
gan  and  Wisconsin  were  about  average, 
with  a  notable  peak  of  672  on  25  May  at 
North  Point,  Alpena,  Ml  (BG).  A  Long¬ 
billed  Curlew  in  Fleming  Twp.,  Aitkin,  MN 
16-18  Apr  (WN,  KR)  provided  a  2nd  coun¬ 
ty  record.  In  Minnesota,  68+  Hudsonian 
Godwits  was  down  significantly  from  last 
year’s  347;  a  report  of  75  Marbled  Godwits 
at  Interstate  Is.,  Duluth,  St.  Louis  21  May 
(PS)  was  unusual  along  the  North  Shore  of 
L.  Superior.  Reports  in  Michigan  and  Wis¬ 


consin  were  about  average  for  both  godwits. 

Red  Knots  were  reported  in  Wisconsin 
20  May  in  Marinette  (JSm,  KS)  and  27  May 
at  Horicon  (LM).  In  Michigan,  up  to  13 
were  tallied  22-28  May  at  Tawas  Point  S.P, 
Iosco  (MHu,  GN,  KT)  and  17  on  24  May  at 
North  Pt. ,  Alpena  (BG).  In  Minnesota,  515 
Baird’s  Sandpipers  1  May  in  Big  Stone  (PC, 
PS)  established  a  record-high  count  for  the 
spring.  In  Wisconsin,  a  female  Ruff  6  May 
in  Dodge  (DT)  was  an  exceptional  find. 
Peak  counts  for  Wilson’s  Phalarope  in  Min¬ 
nesota  included  260  on  15  May  at  Bar- 
nesville  W.T.P.,  Clay  (CBr)  and  246  on  9 
May  at  Crookston  W.T.R,  Polk  (PS).  Min¬ 
nesota  reported  21  Red-necked  Phalaropes 
from  12  counties,  while  Wisconsin  had  re¬ 


ports  27  May  in  Dane  (PA,  EH),  1 1  May  in 
Clark  (PR),  and  7  May  in  Milwaukee  (SL). 
The  only  report  of  this  species  in  Michigan 
came  from  the  Muskegon  Wastewater  Sys¬ 
tem,  3  on  31  May  (MM). 

LARIDS 

Parasitic  Jaegers  were  well  represented  in  the 
Region:  3  were  seen  21-23  May  in  Duluth, 
St.  Louis,  MN  (TA,  MH,  PS,  JL),  and  one  was 
noted  15  May  in  Douglas,  WI  (RJ).  As  is  nor¬ 
mal,  Michigan  had  the  most  jaegers,  all  at  at 
W.PB.O.:  Parasitics  on  12,  22,  &  27  May  and 
unidentified  jaegers  on  23,  26,  &  31  May.  In 
Wisconsin,  a  Franklin’s  Gull  was  present  18 
May  in  Eau  Claire  (JP),  and  in  Michigan, 
there  was  one  at  Tawas  Point  S.P,  Iosco  3 
May  (WW)  and  singles  12  &r  22  May  at 
W.PB.O.  Unusually  early  in  Wisconsin  was  a 
Little  Gull  26  Mar  at  Racine;  other  reports 
included  singles  in  Chippewa  17  Apr  (JP),  in 
Portage  15  May  (MBe),  and  in  Kewaunee  20 
May  (MB).  Michigan  had  single  Little  Gulls 
at  New  Buffalo,  Berrien  27  Apr-7  May  (JW, 


DV,  TB,  AM),  at  W.PB.O.  3  May  (and  3  on  18 
May  there),  at  North  Point,  Alpena  7  May 
(BG),  and  at  Tawas  Point  S.P,  Iosco  22  May 
(MHu,  GN,  TN,  RE).  Minnesota  had  an  ad. 
Little  Gull  13  May  at  Duluth,  St.  Louis  (KE), 
the  same  day  over  2000  Bonaparte  Gulls 
were  present. 

California  Gulls  were  reported  in  Min¬ 
nesota  30  Mar  at  Inner  Grove  Heights,  Dako¬ 
ta  (KB)  and  Breckenridge  W.T.R,  Wilkctt 
(PS).  Average  numbers  of  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls  were  reported  in  Wisconsin 
and  Michigan;  in  Minnesota,  where  the 
species  is  still  very  uncommon,  there  were 
five  reports.  A  Glaucous-winged  Gull  or  pos¬ 
sibly  Glaucous-winged  Gull  x  Herring  Gull 
hybrid  was  photographed  26  Mar  in  Douglas 
(RJ,  SP);  Wisconsin  has  three 
accepted  records  of  Glaucous¬ 
winged.  Still  rare  in  Minneso¬ 
ta,  a  Great  Black-backed  Gull 
was  seen  15  Mar  at  Spring 
Lake  Park,  Dakota  (CBr).  A 
total  of  550  Caspian  Terns  16 
May  at  Purgatory  Creek,  Hen¬ 
nepin  (SW)  was  the  2nd  high¬ 
est  count  on  record  for  Min¬ 
nesota.  Also  in  that  state,  an 
Arctic  Tern  was  present 
20-22  May  in  Duluth,  St. 
Louis  (MH,  PS). 

DOVES  THROUGH 
CAPRIMULGIDS 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves 
continue  to  spread  in  the  Re¬ 
gion.  Wisconsin  had  reports 
from  four  counties,  Minneso¬ 
ta  from  seven,  and  in  Michi¬ 
gan,  which  only  had  two  ac¬ 
cepted  records,  there  were  2 
after  15  May  near  Three  Oaks,  Berrien  (p.a., 
KM,  PC,  m.ob.).  Single  White-winged 
Doves  were  noted  7-8  May  in  Farmington, 
Dakota,  MN  (BSe),  a  7th  state  record,  and 
in  Milwaukee,  Wl  one  19-26  Apr  (BA,  BC), 
a  5th  state  record.  In  Minnesota,  there  were 
Northern  Hawk  Owls  in  May  from  Lake  oj 
the  Woods  and  St.  Louis;  in  Michigan,  one 
stayed  through  14  Mar  in  Chippewa  (SHa), 
and  in  Wisconsin  the  species  remained  into 
late  Mar,  with  a  remarkable  total  of  26  in 
Douglas  7  Mar  (LL,  SLa).  A  Burrowing  Owl 
attended  a  burrow  through  at  least  24  May 
in  Hantho  Twp.,  Lac  Qui  Parle,  MN  (MH, 
PS)  but  apparently  did  not  attract  a  mate; 
another  was  seen  on  19  Apr  in  Burnett,  WI 
(JHo).  Following  the  major  winter  inva¬ 
sion,  Great  Gray  Owls  continued  to  be 
common  well  into  May  in  Wisconsin, 
where  “dozens”  were  reported  in  Ash¬ 
land/Bayfield  (RB).  In  Michigan,  44  were 
seen  and  many  of  those  were  banded  8 
Apr-22  May  at  W.PB.O.,  where  the  peak 
tally  of  9  came  21  Apr.  There  were  43  Long- 


This  Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  was  present  29  May  2005  at  Grand  Marais,  Alger 
County,  Michigan;  the  species  is  quite  rare  in  the  state,  but  records  appear  to 
be  increasing  in  the  Western  Great  Lakes  region.  Photograph  by  Cory  Gregory. 
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eared  Owls  recorded  at  W.RB.O.  5  Apr-17 
May  and  95  Boreal  Owls  found  8  Apr-24 
May,  with  a  peak  of  9  on  21  Apr.  Wisconsin 
had  reports  of  Boreals  on  20  &  25  Mar  in 
Douglas  (TP,  DT,  LL,  SLa,  SP).  A  Chuck- 
will’s-widow  16  May+  in  Benton  Twp., 
Berrien  (JW,  AB,  m.ob.)  provided  a  rare 
Michigan  record,  while  Wisconsin  had  one 
in  Vernon  27-31  May  (DJ).  Early  in  Min¬ 
nesota  was  a  Whip-poor-will  seen  flying 
during  the  daylight  15  Apr  in  Wilkin  (CMa 
et  ah). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

A  pair  of  Say's  Phoebes  was  seen  15  May+  at 
Felton  Prairie,  Clay ,  MN  (CBr,  LMa,  SSc, 
JM);  in  Michigan,  individuals  were  seen  11 
Apr  at  Allegan  S.G.A.,  Allegan  (PW)  and 
from  6-7  May  near  Newberry,  Luce  (LD,  JK, 
CG).  Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers  were  report¬ 
ed  17  Apr  in  Vilas,  WI  (AR,  DH)  and  15-16 
May  in  Oronoko  Twp.,  Berrien,  MI  (AM,  AV, 
MO,  m.ob.)  and  after  27  May  in  Grand 
Marias,  Alger,  MI  (CG,  SH,  m.ob.).  Wiscon¬ 
sin  had  a  single  Loggerhead  Shrike  report  in 
Portage  9  Apr  (KKa),  while  in  Minnesota 
there  were  31  birds  in  16  counties.  In  Min¬ 
nesota,  15+  Philadelphia  Vireos  and  150+ 
Red-eyed  Vireos  24  May  were  tallied  at  Hole- 
in-the-Mountain  County  Park,  Lincoln  (PS), 
both  record-high  spring  counts.  An  estimat¬ 
ed  3200  Cliff  Swallows  at  Thief  Fall,  W.T.P., 
Pennington,  MN  26  May  (RR)  was  also  a  state 
high  count.  A  Rock  Wren  returned  for  a  2nd 
season  to  its  gravel  pit  in  Felton  Prairie, 
Clay,  MN  10  May+  (JBo,  RJa,  m.ob.). 

An  ad.  female  Northern  Wheatear  was 
photographed  30  May  in  Grand  Marais, 
Cook  (p.a.,  SSt),  providing  a  potential  3rd 
state  record  in  Minnesota.  A  report  of  Moun¬ 
tain  Bluebird  at  W.RB.O.  31  Mar  is  under  re¬ 
view  (p.a.,  CB);  there  are  two  previous  ac¬ 
cepted  state  records.  Minnesota  also  report¬ 
ed  this  species  15  Mar  near  Hastings,  Dakota 
( fide  AH)  and  9  Apr  in  Greenleaf  Twp., 
Meeker  (DF).  Townsends  Solitaire  reports 
came  from  Shoreview,  Ramsay,  MN  6  Mar 
(AH)  and  Sauk,  WI  the  day  before  (QY).  Var¬ 
ied  Thrushes  were  still  present  in  Wisconsin 
1-30  Mar  in  Bayfield  (RB)  and  15  Mar-10 
Apr  in  Fond  du  Lac  (KH).  Up  to  1000  Bo¬ 
hemian  Waxwings  in  Ashland,  WI  27-28 
Mar  (RB,  EB)  was  exceptional.  Single 
Audubon’s  Warblers  were  reported  12  May 
in  Eagan,  Dakota,  MN  (ASm)  and  15  May  in 
Racine,  WI  (TK).  Well  away  from  any  breed¬ 
ing  area  in  Michigan,  a  Kirtland’s  Warbler 
was  present  after  28  May  on  ER.  3344, 
Chippewa  (CP,  CG,  AB,  PC).  Casual  in  Min¬ 
nesota,  a  Yellow-throated  Warbler  15  May 
near  Little  Falls,  Morrison  (p.a.,  BF)  and  a 
Worm-eating  Warbler  15  Apr  at  Warner  Na¬ 
ture  Center,  Washington  (MPa,  KM)  were  ex¬ 
cellent  finds,  the  latter  was  also  record  early. 
Noteworthy  in  Wisconsin  were  Prairie  War¬ 


blers  on  14,  30,  &  31  May  in  Sheboygan  (AP, 
TP)  and  10  May  in  Milwaukee  (SL).  A  Black- 
throated  Gray  Warbler  in  Jefferson  4  May 
(p.a.,  DL)  is  potentially  a  3rd  Wisconsin 
record. 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

There  were  seven  documented  Summer  Tan- 
ager  records  in  Minnesota  and  14  reports 
from  Wisconsin  but  only  one  from  Michi¬ 
gan.  An  influx  of  male  Western  Tanagers  to 
five  Minnesota  locations  during  the  2nd 
week  of  May  correlated  nicely  with  Wiscon¬ 
sin  records  in  Ozaukee  12  &  17  May  (TU, 
DT,  TP,  MB),  Winnebago  14  May  (KK),  Mil¬ 
waukee  17  May  (EG),  and  Horicon  31  May 
(LM).  Western  Tanagers  in  Michigan  were 
noted  8  May  in  Washtenaw  (MHe,  CW, 
m.ob.)  and  17  May  at  W.RB.O.  (p.a.).  Wis¬ 
consin  hosted  the  only  Spotted  Towhees 
this  season:  singles  were  seen  27  Mar  in 
Waukesha  OR  DG),  3  Mar  and  14  Apr  in 
Iowa  OR),  and  through  5  May  in  Winnebago 
(DK).  Notable  at  W.P.B.O.  was  an  enormous 
fallout  of  sparrows  7  May,  which  included 
3500  White-throated  and  500  White- 
crowned.  Michigan  hosted  several  Lark 
Sparrows,  including  singles  30  Apr  and  17 
May  at  W.RB.O.  and  2  at  Tawas  Point  S.R, 
Iosco  7-24  May  (p.a.,  GN).  Single  Lark 
Buntings  were  seen  in  Ely,  St.  Louis,  MN  26 
May  (BT,  PS)  and  two  days  later  in  Bayfield, 
WI  (SHo,  RB).  A  potential  9th  Wisconsin 
state  record,  a  Golden-crowned  Sparrow 
was  reported  13  May  in  Waukesha  (p.a.,  VA). 
Equally  unusual,  a  Smith’s  Longspur  in  Ash¬ 
land/Bayfield,  WI  13  May  (RB)  would  be  the 
8th  record  for  that  state. 

Minnesota  had  ad.  male  Black-headed 
Grosbeaks  24  May  near  Luverne,  Rock  (PS) 
and  29  May+  near  Newfolden,  Marshall 
(MBr,  m.ob.).  Blue  Grosbeak  reports  in 
Wisconsin  included  individuals  20-28  May 
in  Rock  (AP,  TP,  AS,  WM)  and  singles  n.  of 
normal  20  May  in  Ashland  (EBo)  and  23 
May  in  Washburn  (JFI).  A  second-year  male 
was  reported  12  May  at  the  University  of 
Michigan  Dearborn  campus,  Wayne,  MI 
(JC).  A  Painted  Bunting  was  seen  in 
Calumet,  WI  5-7  May  (LO,  BH).  Recently 
established  in  Minnesota,  Great-tailed 
Grackles  were  reported  from  five  counties. 
Amazingly,  after  the  winter  record  in  Wis¬ 
consin,  another  Hooded  Oriole  appeared  in 
the  Region,  this  time  in  Michigan  6-10  May 
at  Lake  George,  Clare  (RC),  a  first  state 
record.  Also  in  Michigan,  a  Bullock’s  Oriole 
was  reported  17  May  in  Hancock,  Houghton 
(JK),  the  3rd  state  record.  A  Gray-crowned 
Rosy  Finch  in  Houghton,  MI  30-31  Mar 
(BQ,  PQ,  MSt)  provided  a  4th  state  record. 
Rather  unexpected,  a  Eurasian  Tree  Spar¬ 
row  was  seen  9  May  in  Oconto,  WI  (p.a., 
JSm,  KS),  and  another  was  present  16  Apr 
at  Schroeder,  Cook,  WI  (CT,  JTv). 
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The  2005  spring  season  was  character¬ 
ized  by  generally  warm  and  dry  condi¬ 
tions  throughout  the  Region,  except 
that  May  rains  relieved  the  drought  across 
parts  of  Iowa.  Predominantly  southerly  winds 
and  warm  temperatures  in  mid-April  were  re¬ 
sponsible  for  many  early  migrants  in  both 
states,  most  notably  passerines.  Migrant  wa¬ 
terfowl  were  present  throughout  the  Region 
by  early  March,  the  shorebird  migration  was 
good  (especially  in  parts  of  northern  Missouri 
and  southern  and  central  Iowa),  and  the  war¬ 
bler  migration  was  the  best  in  years  in  north¬ 
ern  Missouri  and  Iowa.  Many  of  the  rarities 
were  indicative  of  the  western  flavor  of  this 
spring  season,  e.g.,  reports  of  species  like 
White-faced  Ibis,  Western  Tanager,  and  Lazuli 
Bunting. 

Abbreviations:  B.C.A.  (Bird  Conservation 
Area);  E. B.C.A.  (Eagle  Bluffs  Conservation 
Area,  Boone,  MO);  Hawkeye  (W.A.,  Johnson, 
IA);  R.E.D.A.  (Riverlands  Environmental 
Demonstration  Area,  Sf.  Charles,  MO);  River¬ 
ton  (W.A.,  Fremont,  1A);  S.C.R.  (Squaw  Creek 
N.W.R.,  Holt,  MO);  T.G.P.  (Tower  Grove  Park, 
St.  Louis,  MO). 

GREBES  THROUGH  GROUSE 

Red-necked  Grebes  were  reported  from  three 
Iowa  locales  after  21  Apr;  a  pair  7-9  May  at 
Eagle  L.,  Hancock  (PH)  was  suggestive  of 
nesting.  Eared  Grebe  numbers  were  about 
normal,  with  three  Missouri  and  18  Iowa  re¬ 
ports.  Western  Grebes  were  reported  only  in 
Iowa,  with  up  to  5  birds  30  Apr-29  May  at 
five  locales.  Six  Snowy  Egret  reports  from 
Iowa  19  Apr- 14  May  made  an  above-normal 
number  for  spring.  Good  numbers  of  Plegadis 
appeared  in  both  states.  Single  Glossy  Ibis  on 
30  Apr  at  S.C.R.  (ph.,  TTR)  and  12  May  at 
Cooley  Lake  C.A.,  Clay  (Kyle  Driggers)  were 
notable  for  Missouri.  White-faced  Ibis  were 
noted  from  both  states  20  Apr-23  May;  most 
reports  were  from  the  w.  edge  of  the  Region. 
Peak  counts  were  20  on  23  May  in  Holt,  MO 
(TR)  and  18  on  19  May  in  Fremont,  IA  (PEL). 
Black  Vultures  continue  their  northward 
range  expansion  in  Missouri;  this  spring,  pio¬ 
neering  birds  were  found  4  Mar  in  St. 
Genevieve  (2  birds;  JWE)  and  4  May  in  St. 
Louis  (tLinda  Tossig). 

Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  again  made 
news  this  spring:  three  flocks  of  3-4  birds 
each  were  noted  18-20  Apr  in  Dickinson, 
Hardin,  and  Johnson  in  Iowa,  and  6  birds  were 
documented  11  May  at  Springfield,  MO 
(tDB);  all  are  presumed  to  be  wild.  Good 
numbers  of  Greater  White  fronted  Geese  were 
reported  from  the  e.  part  of  the  Region,  in¬ 
cluding  500  on  6  Mar  at  Clarence  Cannon 
N.W.R.,  MO  OWE)-  There  were  only  a  few  re¬ 
ports  of  Cackling  Goose;  birders  are  encour¬ 
aged  to  take  care  when  separating  this  species 
from  similar  subspecies  of  Canada  Goose,  es¬ 
pecially  B.  c.  parvipes.  Cinnamon  Teal  reports 


included  2  at  Goose  L.,  Clinton  6  Apr  (Paul 
Van  Nieuwenhuyse),  one  at  S.C.R.  12  Apr 
(KM  et  al.),  and  one  at  E.B.C.A.  2  May  (CC); 
hybrids  (with  Blue-winged  Teal)  were  seen  1 1 
Apr  in  Clay,  MO  (KM)  and  4  May  in  Story,  IA 
(Wolfgang  Oesterreich).  Lingering  waterfowl 
included  Greater  Scaup  13  May  in  Holt,  MO 
(DAE)  and  15  May  in  Dickinson,  IA  (LAS),  a 
Surf  Scoter  7  May  in  Lee,  IA  (PEL),  a  Black 
Scoter  16  May  at  Chichaqua  W.A.,  Polk ,  IA 
(Darwin  Koenig),  single  Long-tailed  Ducks  30 
Apr  in  Madison,  IA  (DTh)  and  28  May  in 
Buchanan,  MO  (LL  et  al.),  and  a  Common 
Goldeneye  27  May  at  R.E.D.A.  (CM). 

Ospreys  are  casual  breeders  in  Missouri; 
they  were  reported  nesting  this  season  in 
Dade,  Randolph,  and  St.  Clair/Benton/Hickory 
(m.ob.).  Mississippi  Kites  continued  to  wan¬ 
der  away  from  the  Mississippi  R.  in  Missouri, 
with  one  as  far  nw.  as  Mound  City,  Holt  29 
May  (TR);  Iowa  reports  were  9  May  at  Otter 
Creek  Marsh,  Tama  (tMTW)  and  19  May  in 
Boone  (2  birds;  tMTW).  The  last  Rough¬ 
legged  Hawk  was  seen  2  May  at  S.C.R.  (tLL), 
the  latest  ever  for  Missouri.  The  winter  Merlin 
gathering  at  Glendale  Cemetery  in  Des 
Moines,  Polk,  IA  contained  7  birds  on  3  Mar 
(JG);  elsewhere,  migrants  occurred  in  both 
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states,  with  the  last  on  14  May  in  Livingston, 
MO  (SK  et  al.). 

Ruffed  Grouse  continue  to  struggle  in  both 
states.  One  was  heard  26  Mar  at  Daniel  Boone 
C.A.,  Wairen  (JPU,  KM,  DW);  this  is  a  species 
of  concern  in  Missouri.  In  Iowa,  they  continue 
to  hang  on  at  Stephens  S.E,  Lucas,  where  sin¬ 
gles  were  reported  14  &  19  May  (AJ,  RIA, 
PHA).  Another  species  of  concern  in  both 
states  is  Greater  Prairie-Chicken.  In  Missouri, 
numbers  were  thought  to  be  declining  in  gen¬ 
eral  (CM,  JM),  while  at  their  single  Iowa  locale 
at  Kellerton  B.C.A.,  Ringgold,  up  to  12  birds 
were  reported  (m.ob.),  similar  to  last  year. 

RAILS  THROUGH  TERNS 

Single  Yellow  Rails  at  S.C.R.  25  &  26  Apr 
(TR)  were  the  only  reports.  A  King  Rail  after 
10  May  near  Cuming,  Warren  (JG,  m.ob.)  was 
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one  of  the  most  cooperative  in  Iowa  in  years; 
only  three  were  reported  from  Missouri.  An 
injured  Virginia  Rail  found  30  Mar  in  Caro 
Gordo  (Lowell  Washburn,  fide  PH)  was  the 
earliest  ever  for  Iowa.  The  75  Sandhill  Cranes 
19  Mar  at  Pool  SI,  Allamakee  (FL)  were  in¬ 
dicative  of  their  continued  spread  in  ne.  Iowa. 

The  shorebird  migration  was  typified  by 
good  numbers  and  better-than-average  diver¬ 
sity  in  areas  where  there  was  habitat,  particu¬ 
larly  in  nw.  Missouri  and  sw.  Iowa.  The  usual 
scattered  reports  of  Piping  Plover  continued 
this  spring:  3  were  in  Missouri  30  Apr-6  May, 
and  11+  birds  were  reported  at  six  Iowa  lo¬ 
cales  23  Apr-20  May.  The  Black-necked  Stilt 
expansion  continued  this  spring;  there  were 
five  sightings  of  up  to  7  birds  each  in  e. 
and  cen.  Iowa,  but  only  a  single  bird  in 
Missouri  outside  their  se.  Missouri 
stronghold.  Lesser  Yellowlegs  were 
widely  reported,  with  good  counts  of 
1113  on  3  May  at  S.C.R.  (FD),  2500  on 
6  May  at  Riverton  (PEL),  and  1000  on 
10  May  at  Hawkeye  (CRE).  Whimbrel 
reports  included  4  on  14  May  at  Schell- 
Osage  CA,  St.  Clair,  MO  (Lisa  Berger), 
one  on  24  May  at  R.E.D.A.  (tJPU),  10 
on  29  May  at  E.B.C.A.  (THeather 
Clenin),  and  2  on  29  May  at  Riverton 
(tJWR).  A  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  6 
May  in  Holt,  MO  (TR,  PEL)  was  notable 
for  spring:  most  pass  to  the  w.  of  the  Re¬ 
gion  in  spring. 

Single  Ruffs  made  news  on  1 1  Apr  at 
S.C.R.  (ph.,  tTR  et  al.)  and  6  May  at 
Riverton  (tPEL).  Red-necked  Phalaropes 
were  detected  in  both  states  12-30  May;  all  re¬ 
ports  were  of  one  to  3  birds.  Noteworthy  to¬ 
tals  included  171  Hudsonian  Godwits  14  May 
at  S.C.R.  (DAE  et  al.),  30  Ruddy  Turnstones 
19  May  at  E.B.C.A.  (CC),  1000  Least  Sand¬ 
pipers  10  May  at  Hawkeye  (CRE),  1800 
Baird’s  Sandpipers  and  2000  Long-billed  Dow- 
itchers  6  May  at  Riverton  (PEL),  2500  Pec¬ 
toral  Sandpipers  28  Apr  in  Dunklin,  MO 
(PEL),  and  up  to  3000  Pectoral  Sandpipers  10 
Apr-10  May  at  Hawkeye  (CRE,  THK). 

Franklins  Gulls  were  widespread  in  both 
states  after  mid-Apr;  notable  counts  included 
248  on  25  Apr  at  S.C.R.  (TR)  and  1300  on  15 
May  at  Grover’s  L.,  Dickinson,  1A  (LAS).  Re¬ 
ports  of  the  larger  gulls,  many  of  them  likely 
holdovers  from  winter,  included  3  Thayer’s 
Gulls  in  Iowa,  the  latest  being  19  Apr  at 
Coralville  Res.,  Johnson  (JLF);  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls  4  Mar  at  Smithville  L.,  Clay,  MO 
(ph.,  tKM),  6  Mar  at  Credit  L,  Scott,  IA 
(SMF),  26  Mar  at  L.  Manawa,  Pottawattamie, 
l A  (LJP,  BKP),  28  Mar  at  Rice  L.,  Worth,  IA 
(PH),  and  4  May  at  Hawkeye  (tCRE);  and  4 
Glaucous  Gulls  in  Iowa  6-14  Mar.  A  count  of 
142  Caspian  Terns  12  May  at  Saylorville  Res., 
Polk,  IA  was  notable  (SJD,  JJD).  Common 
Terns  occurred  in  exceptional  numbers  in 
Iowa,  with  38  on  7  May  at  Montrose,  Lee 


(PEL)  and  up  to  65  on  12  May  at  Saylorville 
Res.  (SJD,  JJD,  DTh).  Black  Terns  were  well 
reported,  with  a  peak  of  1765  on  14  May  in 
Holt,  MO  (DAE). 

DOVES  THROUGH  PIPITS 

Two  dove  species  continued  their  expansions 
in  the  Region  this  spring.  Eurasian  Collared- 
Doves  made  news  in  Missouri,  where  they 
continued  to  expand  their  range  “explosively” 
(CM,  JM),  and  in  Iowa,  with  first  records  for 
Clinton,  Mahaska,  Muscatine,  and  Winneshiek. 
Single  White-winged  Doves  were  sighted  3 
May  in  Springfield,  Greene,  MO  (JFo)  and 
9-11  May  in  Sioux  City,  Woodbury,  IA  (fide 
BFH).  The  only  Snowy  Owl  report  was  a 


These  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  photographed  19  April  2005  near  Alden, 
Hardin  County,  Iowa,  constituted  about  the  ninth  state  record  for  this  increas¬ 
ing  southern  species.  Photograph  by  Jay  Gilliam. 


single  on  15  Mar  in  Lyon,  IA  (ETh).  A  Bur¬ 
rowing  Owl  was  at  S.C.R.  18  Apr  (tTR,  FD); 
this  species  is  casual  in  Missouri.  In  Iowa,  the 
Northern  Hawk  Owl  discovered  in  Feb  at 
Manly,  Worth,  lingered  through  2  Apr  (tPH). 
The  only  other  holdover  from  the  winter  owl 
invasion  in  Iowa  was  a  single  Great  Gray  Owl 
6  &  17  Apr  near  Decorah,  Winneshiek  (fide 
Dennis  Carter;  ph.). 

Early  Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds  were 
detected  4  Apr  in  Ozark,  MO  (Evelyn  Ford) 
and  20  Apr  in  Polk,  IA  (DTh,  earliest  ever  for 
Iowa).  A  cooperative  male  Vermilion  Fly¬ 
catcher  was  present  15  May+  at  Whiterock 
Conservancy,  Guthrie  (tjoe  Monahan,  m.ob., 
ph.).  Western  Kingbirds  continue  to  expand 
eastward  slowly  and  are  becoming  more  regu¬ 
lar  along  the  Mississippi  R.  in  Missouri;  6 
were  in  St.  Louis  22  May  (JWE).  Other  than  a 
somewhat  early  Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  28 
Mar  in  Taney,  MO,  the  only  other  report  of  in¬ 
terest  was  of  a  single  on  27  May  in  Boone,  IA 
(Mark  Mclnroy).  The  last  Northern  Shrikes  in 
Iowa  were  27  Mar  in  Linn  (DLF,  DP)  and  Polk 
(RIA,  PH  A).  Warbling  Vireos  were  early  this 
spring:  one  23  Mar  at  L.  Wapapello, 
Wayne/Butler  (Steve  Dilks)  was  the  earliest  for 
Missouri,  while  Iowa  had  four  reports  20-21 
Apr  (t DiP,  DP,  JLF,  DAk),  the  2nd  and  3rd  ear¬ 
liest  dates  ever. 


Fish  Crows  continue  their  slow  northward 
spread  along  the  Mississippi  R.  in  Missouri. 
Higher-than-normal  numbers  were  found  in 
St.  Louis  (CM,  JM),  and  4  were  seen  15  Mar  at 
Prairie  Slough  C.A.,  Lincoln  (SS).  After  a 
strong  winter  flight,  Red-breasted  Nuthatches 
remained  into  May  in  both  states,  with  the  last 
on  14  May  in  Buchanan  (LL  et  al.)  and  Clay 
(fide  CM,  JM)  in  Missouri  and  30  May  in  Mar¬ 
shall,  IA  (MPr).  Bewick’s  Wrens  had  a  fine 
spring,  given  their  general  scarcity  in  the  Re¬ 
gion  in  recent  years.  Five  were  reported  from 
n.  Missouri,  and  one  was  at  the  usual  locale  at 
Shimek  S.E,  Lee,  IA  after  21  May  (JG,  m.ob.). 
A  Marsh  Wren  14  Apr  at  Chichaqua  W.A., 
Polk,  IA  was  record  early  (SSP).  Thrushes 
.  _  staged  a  good  flight  Regionwide;  large 
groundings  occurred  7  May  and  13-14 
May.  Veeries  were  thought  to  be  more 
numerous  than  normal  in  Missouri 
(CM,  JM).  Gray-cheeked  Thrushes  were 
fairly  common  in  both  states,  with  a 
maximum  of  30  on  7  May  at  Pilot  Knob 
S.P.,  Hancock,  IA  (PH).  Swainson’s 
Thrushes  also  drew  comment:  high 
counts  were  of  90  on  7  May  at  Pilot 
Knob  S.P,  Hancock,  IA  (PH),  110  at 
S.C.R.  13  May  (DAE),  and  81  at  Hitch¬ 
cock  N.A.,  Pottawattamie,  IA  14  May 
(MOr).  A  notably  late  Hermit  Thrush 
was  seen  7  May  at  T.G.R  (BR).  An  ad. 
male  Varied  Thrush  22  May  in  O’Brien 
(ph.  Bruce  Morrison)  furnished  a 
record-late  date  for  Iowa.  Sprague’s  Pipit 
reports  from  Missouri  included  one  in 
St.  Charles  4  May  (TSteve  Mitten)  and  3  in 
Livingston  7  May  (SK);  this  species  is  acciden¬ 
tal  in  Iowa  and  is  undoubtedly  an  overlooked 
migrant.  An  American  Pipit  14  May  in  Boone 
(TPM  et  al.)  was  record  late  for  Missouri. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  TANAGERS 

The  spring  warbler  flight  drew  mixed  review 
in  both  states.  Many  species  probably  experi¬ 
enced  a  “normal”  migration,  although  some 
Dendroica  were  present  in  exceptional  num¬ 
bers  and  some  breeders  wandered  more  than 
normal.  The  10  Golden-winged  Warblers  15 
May  Hickory  Hill  Park,  Johnson,  IA  (CRE)  was 
a  good  count.  The  southerly  airflow  in  Apr 
may  have  been  responsible  for  early  individu¬ 
als  of  several  species,  including  single  Or- 
ange-crowneds  at  T.G.P.  28  Mar  (Jim  Ziebol, 
John  Solodar  et  al.)  and  at  Walnut  Woods  S.P, 
Polk,  IA  10  Apr  (RIA,  PHA),  both  record-ear¬ 
ly  dates,  a  Northern  Parula  31  Mar  at  Castle- 
wood  S.P,  St.  Louis,  MO  (lan  Hunt),  a  record- 
early  Yellow  Warbler  and  Common  Yellow- 
throat  20  Apr  in  Jefferson,  IA  (TDiP),  a 
record-early  Prothonotary  near  Cumming, 
Warren,  IA  20  Apr  (ph.  JG),  and  a  Louisiana 
Waterthrush  at  T.G.P.  19  Mar  (DB  et  al.).  Ten- 
nessees  were  widespread,  as  is  usual;  a  tally  of 
258  on  14  May  in  Livingston,  MO  (SK  et  al.)  is 
indicative  of  their  abundance  in  the  Region. 
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Missouri  reported  3  Black-throated  Blues  3- 
17  May;  this  species  remains  scarce  in  spring 
in  Iowa.  Blackpoll  and  Bay-breasted  Warblers 
were  more  numerous  than  usual,  especially  in 
Iowa.  A  trickle  of  Cape  May  Warblers  in  the 
first  half  of  May  included  three  reports  from 
each  state,  with  a  high  of  5  on  7  May  at  T.G.R 
(NB).  Connecticut  Warblers  staged  one  of 
their  strongest  flights  in  years  with  10  in  Mis¬ 
souri  and  4  in  Iowa.  All  but  2  occurred  in  the 
narrow  window  12-22  May;  one  seen  29  May 
at  Emmenegger  Park,  St.  Louis,  MO  (BR)  was 
late.  Extralimital  reports  included  a  Yellow- 
throated  Warbler  29  May  at  Brookside  P,  Sto¬ 
ry,  IA  (SSP),  a  Prairie  Warbler  5  May  and  a 
Yellow-throated  7  May  at  Watkins  Mill  S.R, 
Clay,  MO  (KM),  a  Prothonotary  at  Agency, 
Buchanan,  MO  27  May  (JH),  a  Louisiana  Wa- 
terthrush  12  Apr  at  Parker’s  Woods,  Cerro 
Gordo,  IA  (RGo),  a  Hooded  Warbler  29  May  at 
Cuivre  River  S.R,  Lincoln,  MO  (SS),  and  5 
Hoodeds  in  Iowa  6-30  May. 

Wandering  Summer  Tanagers  were  wide¬ 
spread  in  Iowa,  with  five  reports  from  the  n. 
half  of  the  state,  where  rare;  all  were  found  af¬ 
ter  7  May.  A  Scarlet  Tanager  10  Apr  at  T.G.R 
(DB)  was  the  earliest  ever  for  Missouri.  Two 
male  Western  Tanagers  were  in  Iowa  this 
spring:  11-16  May  at  Mason  City,  Cerro  Gordo 
(tCJF,  m.ob.)  and  15  May  at  Hickory  Hill 
Park,  Johnson  (CRE,  MCD).  At  Mason  City, 
CJF  recorded  the  tanager  “grand  slam”  (Sum¬ 
mer,  Scarlet,  and  Western)  on  13  May! 

TOWHEES  THROUGH  SISKINS 

Spotted  Towhees  are  regular  in  winter  in  both 
states,  so  it  was  no  surprise  that  a  few  lingered 
into  spring.  However,  reports  after  early  May 
are  a  bit  unusual,  and  this  year  there  were  sin¬ 
gles  on  14  May  in  Knox,  MO  (Anne  Downing 
et  al.)  and  Greene,  MO  (DB  et  al.),  while  in 
Iowa,  singles  were  seen  14  May  at  Bacon 
Creek  Park,  Woodbury  (JV)  and  at  Hitchcock 
N.A.,  Pottawattamie  27  May  (MOr),  the  state’s 
2nd  latest  ever.  A  Lark  Bunting  7  May  at 
Gitchie  Manitou  N.A.,  Lyon  (tDEC)  was  no¬ 
table  for  Iowa.  Henslow’s  Sparrows  seemed 
less  numerous  in  Missouri  (CM,  JM),  al¬ 
though  45  on  20  Apr  at  Taberville  Prairie 
C.A.,  St.  Clair  (DW)  was  a  nice  total.  In  Iowa, 
they  continue  to  increase  and  were  widely  re¬ 
ported  from  e.  and  s.  Iowa;  singles  seen  9  Apr 
in  Ringgold  (JLF)  and  Van  Buren  (RLC)  were 
early.  Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  are  rare 
spring  migrants  in  the  Region;  this  year,  2-4 
were  seen  at  Doolittle  Prairie,  Story,  IA  20-28 
May  (SSP)  and  singles  at  B.K.  Leach  C.A.,  Lin¬ 
coln,  MO  25  &  29  May  (SS).  Lingering  spar¬ 
rows  in  Missouri  included  a  Lincoln’s  18  May 
at  T.G.R  OWE)  and  a  White-crowned  27  May 
at  Columbia,  Boone  (BJ).  Smith’s  Longspurs 
were  found  in  both  states;  3  on  8  May  at 
Hawkeye  (CRE)  were  record  late. 

A  male  Black-headed  Grosbeak  was  re¬ 
ported  25  May  at  Hitchcock  N.A.,  Pottawat- 
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tamie,  IA  (tMOr).  Lazuli  Buntings  made 
news  in  both  states:  up  to  2  males  were  noted 
at  Fairfax,  Atchison,  MO  8-21  May  (tEvonne 
&  Wilbur  Wright,  m.ob.);  a  male  was  at 
Hitchcock  N.A.,  Pottawattamie,  IA  10-13 
May  (it  later  collided  with  a  window;  tMOr; 
*Iowa  State  University);  and  another  male 
was  found  at  Sibley,  Fremont,  IA  19  May  (Carl 
Priebe,/ide  WRS).  An  Indigo  Bunting  23  Apr 
in  Algona,  Kossuth,  IA  (MCK)  was  the  2nd 
earliest  ever.  Painted  Buntings  were  reported 
only  in  Missouri,  with  a  male  after  12  May  at 
Weldon  Springs  C.A.,  St.  Charles  (CM,  4th 
consecutive  spring),  a  female  7  May  at  Marais 
Temps  Clair  C.A.,  St.  Charles  (tJWE),  and  5 
birds  24  May  in  Ozark  (PM  et  al.).  Great¬ 
tailed  Grackles  may  have  slowed  their  expan¬ 
sion  in  both  states;  fewer  reports  were  re¬ 
ceived  than  in  recent  years.  However,  they 
can  be  locally  common,  as  evidenced  by  120 
on  14  May  at  Banner  W.A.,  Warren,  IA  (DAk); 
one  in  Floyd,  IA  21  May  provided  a  first  local 
record  (PH)  and  was  at  the  n.  edge  of  their 
range.  An  Orchard  Oriole  20  Apr  at  Hawkeye 
(tCRE)  was  record  early. 

Winter  finch  reports  were  few.  Purple 
Finches  lingered  into  May  in  both  states  but 
were  present  only  in  small  numbers.  Four  n. 
Iowa  locales  had  up  to  3  Common  Redpolls 
lingering  into  Mar.  Pine  Siskins  remained  in 
fair  numbers  through  the  end  of  the  period, 
although  there  were  surprisingly  no  hints  of 
nesting.  The  last  birds  were  seen  29  May  in 
Holt,  MO  (TR)  and  31  May  in  Winneshiek,  IA 
(EB). 

Contributors:  IOWA:  Danny  Akers  (DAk), 
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(THK),  Paul  E.  Lehman  (PEL),  Fred  Lesher 
(FL),  Mark  Orsag  (MOr),  Babs  Padelford 
(BKP),  Loren  Padelford  (LJP),  Shane  S.  Patter¬ 
son  (SSP),  Diana  Pesek  (DP),  Diane  Porter 
(DiP),  Mark  Proescholdt  (MPr),  John  W.  Rut- 
tenbeck  (JWR),  Lee  A.  Schoenewe  (LAS),  W. 
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A  =  Kentucky  Dam 
B  =  Barkley  Dam 
C  =  Kentucky  Lake 
D  =  Barkley  Lake 
E  =  Jonathan  Creek 
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the  Lakes 
G  =  Blood  River 
Embayment 
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The  spring  2005  season  was  relatively 
mild  overall,  primarily  the  result  of 
several  extended  periods  of  cooler- 
than-normal  temperatures.  The  most  signifi¬ 
cant  of  these  cool  spells  occurred  during  the 
last  week  of  April  and  first  week  of  May,  thus 
corresponding  to  the  normal  peak  of  passer¬ 
ine  migration.  Precipitation  was  slightly  be¬ 
low  average  throughout  the  period,  making 
shorebird  habitat  relatively  scarce.  The  sea¬ 


son  was  devoid  of  significant  snow  and  se¬ 
vere  storm  events.  Highlight  rarities  of  the 
season  included  Brant  and  Mottled  Duck  in 
both  states  (the  latter  a  potential  state-first 
for  Kentucky  if  accepted),  a  state-first  Inca 
Dove  in  Tennessee,  a  state-second  Common 
Ground-Dove  in  Kentucky,  and  continuing 
Bullocks  Oriole  in  Kentucky.  Waterbird  mi¬ 
gration  was  unremarkable,  although  shore- 
birds  put  in  a  decent  showing  thanks  to  the 
presence  of  suitable  habitat  in  a  few  local¬ 
ized  areas.  Songbird  migration  was  a  bit  late 
primarily  due  to  cool  late-April  weather, 
with  a  peak  in  diversity  occurring  nearly  a 
week  later  than  normal,  during  the  latter 
portion  of  the  second  week  of  May. 

Abbreviations:  Brainerd  (Brainerd  Levee, 
Hamilton,  TN);  Ensley  (Ensley  Bottoms,  in¬ 
cluding  the  EARTH  Complex,  in  sw.  Shelby, 
TN);  Radnor  (Radnor  Lake  State  Natural 
Area,  Nashville,  TN);  Sauerheber  (Sauerhe¬ 
ber  Unit  Sloughs  W.M.A.,  Henderson,  KY); 
Shelby  Bottoms  (Nashville,  TN);  Shelby 
Farms  (Shelby,  TN);  Standifer  Gap  Marsh 
( Hamilton ,  TN). 

LOONS  THROUGH  IBISES 

The  season’s  only  rare  loon  was  a  Pacific 
Loon  at  Center  Hill  L.,  DeKalb,  TN  9  Mar 
(SJS,  BHS).  Common  Loon  migration  was 


unspectacular,  although,  as  is  becoming  the 
norm,  a  few  lingered  well  into  May.  Eight 
Eared  Grebes  remained  at  their  annual  win¬ 
ter  site  at  S.  Holston  L.,  TN/VA  through  25 
Mar  (RCr).  A  count  of  165  Horned  Grebes 
on  the  Ohio  R.  at  Meldahl  Dam,  Bracken  5 
Mar  (FR)  was  noteworthy  for  ne.  Kentucky. 
A  Western  Grebe  was  present  on  L.  Barkley, 
Lyon,  KY  1-8  May  (ph.  BP). 

Peak  count  for  American  White  Pelicans 
was  1500  on  Kentucky  L.,  Calloway,  KY  29 
Mar  (JTE,  fide  HC);  the  only  reports  away 
from  the  w.  portion  of  the  Region  were  8 
over  the  Ohio  R.,  Breckinridge,  KY  23  Mar 
(EN,/ide  SV)  and  8  on  S.  Holston  L.,  TN  25 
Mar  (RCr).  Breeding  Double-crested  Cor¬ 
morants  are  increasing  in  the  Region;  at 
least  12  were  on  nests  at  a  newly  discovered 
rookery  along  the  Clinch  R.  near  Kingston 
Steam  Plant,  Roane,  TN  20  Apr  (WJ).  The 
maximum  count  of  migrant  cormorants 
was  2000  on  L.  Barkley,  Trigg,  KY  1  Apr 
(BLi).  Great  Blue  Herons  are  also  expand¬ 
ing  as  breeders,  and  new  rookeries  were 
discovered  in  Greene,  Hawkins,  and  Sulli¬ 
van,  TN,  as  well  as  several  sites  in  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Seven  American  Bitterns  were  report¬ 
ed  from  four  Tennessee  counties  19  Apr-2 
May;  one  at  Ensley  29  Apr  was  eating  a 
Common  Grackle  (JRW,  PL,  MT).  The  only 
report  from  Kentucky  was  of  3  at  Sauerhe¬ 
ber  16  Apr  (DR  et  ah).  Least  Bitterns  were 
reported  from  two  locales  in  Kentucky  and 
at  Standifer  Gap  Marsh,  where  they  breed 
(DPa).  At  least  one  pair  of  Great  Egrets  was 
present  in  a  rookery  on  Old  Hickory  L., 
Sumner,  TN  7  May  (CS,  KO).  A  Snowy 
Egret  in  w.  Fulton  25  Mar  (MT,  DMa)  repre¬ 
sented  a  new  early  arrival  date  for  Kentucky 
by  about  a  week.  A  White-faced  Ibis,  the 
rarest  of  the  three  ibis  species  in  the  Region, 
was  at  Eagle  L.  W.M.A.,  Shelby,  TN  30  Apr 
(tJHa,  BWe,  CH). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  FALCONS 

The  last  of  the  winter’s  Mute  Swans  were  2  in 
Fayette,  KY  26  Mar  (BM).  Single  hrota  Brant 
in  White,  TN  7  May  (ph.  SJS,  DD,  JMs)  and 
Pulaski,  KY  14-28  May  (ph.  LK,  ph.  RDn  et 
al.)  added  to  the  dozen  or  so  records  for  the 
Region.  Five  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  in 
Carter,  KY  6  Mar  (RM,  JB,/ide  SF)  represents 
the  farthest  e.  the  species  has  ever  been  re¬ 
ported  in  Kentucky.  A  pair  of  Mottled  Ducks 
at  Ensley  27  Apr  (ph.  JRW)  furnished  the 
Region’s  3rd  record,  while  one  in  w.  Hender¬ 
son,  KY  20  May  (ph.  BP)  will  constitute  the 
first  fully  documented  record  for  Kentucky 
if  accepted  by  its  B.R.C.  A  Blue-winged  Teal 
x  Cinnamon  Teal  hybrid  was  present  in  s. 
Warren,  KY  9-27  Apr  (ph.  DR).  Single  Surf 
Scoters  were  at  Bristol,  TN  22  Mar  (KE,  WC, 
m.ob.)  and  Austin  Springs,  Washington,  TN 
5  Apr  (WC,  CO,  RK,  m.ob.);  in  Kentucky, 
one  to  13  were  reported  on  three  occasions 
27  Mar-1  May,  with  one  in  w.  Henderson 
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23-28  May  (ph.  BP  et  al.).  Two  Long-tailed 
Ducks  at  Cordell  Hull  Res.,  Smith,  TN  20 
Mar  (SJS,  WW)  were  a  county  first;  the  only 
report  from  Kentucky  was  one  on  L.  Barkley, 
Lyon  5  Mar  (HC  et  al.).  Nesting  Hooded 
Mergansers  continue  to  increase  in  Ken¬ 
tucky,  with  reports  of  broods  in  Ballard,  Hen¬ 
derson,  Jefferson,  and  Union,  KY;  two  broods 
in  White,  TN  (DD)  were  also  noteworthy. 

A  Mississippi  Kite  in  Greene,  TN  12  May 
(DH)  was  a  rare  find  away  from  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  floodplain.  A  dark  calurus  Red-tailed 
Hawk  in  Harlan,  KY  15  May  (tMW,  BY)  was 
record-late  for  that  w.  subspecies;  a  juv.  Krid- 
er’s  Hawk,  the  pale  morph  of  borealis  breed¬ 
ing  in  the  n.  Great  Plains,  was  similarly  tardy 
25  Apr  in  Ohio,  KY  (ph.  DR).  Single  Golden 
Eagles  were  reported  in  Marshall,  TN  10  Mar 
(JS)  and  Lake,  TN  10  Apr  (NM);  the  latter 
was  likely  the  same  imm.  discovered  on  the 
j  Reelfoot  Lake  C.B.C. 

Single  Merlins  were  reported  in  Putnam, 
TN  2  Mar  (BHS),  Jefferson,  KY  16  &  28  Mar 
(BWo),  Warren,  KY  23  Mar  (DR),  Dyer,  TN  3 
Apr  (JRW),  Morgan,  TN  25  Apr  (BHS),  Ful¬ 
ton,  KY  27  Apr  (PL),  and  Hamilton,  TN  14 
May  (DG).  A  pair  of  Peregrine  Falcons  again 
nested  on  the  railroad  trestle  below  Chicka- 
mauga  Dam  in  Chattanooga,  TN  ( fide  KC). 
Five  nests  were  again  initiated  this  year  on 
the  Ohio  R.,  KY  from  Jefferson  to  Greenup 
(SV,  ASm). 

RAILS  THROUGH  OWLS 

Four  Virginia  Rail  nests  were  discovered  at 
Standifer  Gap  Marsh  (DPa),  the  earliest  on 
17  Apr.  A  King  Rail  heard  at  Sauerheber  10 
May  (DR)  was  the  only  one  reported  for 
Kentucky.  One  to  4  Common  Moorhens 
were  reported  at  three  Kentucky  locales  in 
May.  A  Purple  Gallinule  at  Standifer  Gap 
Marsh  10  Apr  (KC,  CBl  et  al.)  was  only  the 
3rd  for  se.  Tennessee.  Exceptionally  late 
Sandhill  Cranes  included  a  pair  in  w.  Hardin, 
KY  11-15  May  (CCu)  and  one  at  Ensley  14 
May  (JRW). 

Baird’s  Sandpipers  in  Lake,  TN  26  Mar 
(MT,  DMa)  and  Warren,  KY  31  Mar  and  4 
Apr  (different  individuals)  (ph.  DR)  added 
to  the  growing  number  of  early-season 
records  in  the  Region.  Baird’s  reported  dur¬ 
ing  their  more  typical  period  of  occurrence 
included  birds  at  Ensley  19  Apr  (5),  27  Apr 
(2),  and  2  May  (2)  (JRW),  as  well  as  one  in 
w.  Fulton,  KY  7  May  (BP,  MM).  A  Long-billed 
Dowitcher  in  w.  Fulton  6  Mar  (JRW)  repre¬ 
sented  a  new  early  arrival  date  for  Kentucky 
by  three  weeks.  Also  early  were  7  Long¬ 
billed  Dowitchers  in  Lauderdale,  TN  6  Mar 
(JRW)  and  a  Stilt  Sandpiper  at  Brainerd  20 
Mar  (KC). 

Noteworthy  shorebird  counts  from  w. 
Henderson,  KY  included  2000  Pectoral  Sand¬ 
pipers  16  Apr  (DR);  300  Semipalmated 
Plovers  and  200  Dunlin  5  May  (TE,  fide 


This  hrota  Brant  accompanied  a  flock  of  Canada  Geese  to 
various  locales  in  Pulaski  County,  Kentucky  14-28  (here  20) 
May  2005 .  Photograph  by  Roseanna  Denton. 


NR);  50  Short-billed  Dowitchers  13  May 
(BY,  MW);  and  17  Black-bellied  Plovers  23 
May  (BP,  RDv).  The  only  Piping  Plover  was 
one  in  Muhlenberg,  KY  6  May  (MM,  ph.  BP). 
Several  Whimbrels  were  reported:  one  at 
Chickasaw  N.W.R.,  Lauderdale,  TN  20  May 
(MS,  fide  JRW);  one  in  Dyer,  TN  28  May 
(KL,  GC,  BLe);  and  2  in  Shelby,  TN  28  May, 
with  one  the  next  day  (JRW).  There  were 
five  reports  of  Upland  Sandpipers:  2  in  Tip- 
ton,  TN  27  Mar  (JRW),  3  at  Shelby  Farms  28 
Mar  (JRW),  one  at  Eagle  Bend  Fish  Hatchery, 
Anderson,  TN  21  Apr  (RH,  DMy),  and  sin¬ 
gles  in  Warren,  KY  12  Apr  (DR)  and  Hender- 


Kentucky  sites  20-29  May;  the  only  ones  re¬ 
ported  in  Tennessee  were  3  in  Lauderdale  25 
May  (JRW,  MS).  The  highlight  of  the  shore- 
bird  season  was  the  appearance  of  3  female 
Ruffs  at  Ensley  2-5  May  (ph.  JRW,  m.ob.). 
One  to  3  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  were  found  at 
three  Kentucky  locales  30  Apr-10  May,  and 
one  to  7  were  observed  at  Ensley  27  Apr- 12 
May  (JRW  et  al.). 

Single  Laughing  Gulls  were  reported 
from  Hamilton,  TN  19  Apr  (KC),  Percy 
Priest  L.,  TN  29  Apr  (TW),  and  the  Falls  of 
the  Ohio,  Jefferson,  KY  19  May  (LP,  BP).  Of 
the  late-winter  assemblage  of  rare  gulls  in 
Lake,  TN,  an  imm.  Iceland,  an  imm.  Thay¬ 
er’s,  and  an  imm.  Lesser  Black-backed  were 
still  present  6  Mar  (JRW).  An  ad.  Thayer’s 
and  2  ad.  Lesser  Black-backeds  on  L. 
Barkley,  Lyon  5  Mar  (HC  et  al.)  were  the  last 
reported  in  Kentucky. 

An  Inca  Dove  at  Ensley  21-22  May  (ph. 
JRW)  was  a  long-expected  state  first.  Ken¬ 
tucky’s  2nd  Common  Ground-Dove  win¬ 
tered  in  a  rural  Jessamine  yard  through  11 
Apr  (EB,  ph.  MM).  Single  Black-billed  Cuck¬ 
oos  were  reported  in  three  Tennessee  coun¬ 
ties  1-14  May  and  at  three  Kentucky  locales 
21  Apr- 14  May.  There  were  three  early-sea¬ 
son  reports  of  nesting  Barn  Owls  in  Butler, 
KY  (ASt),  Nelson,  KY  (C&CL),  and  Putnam, 
TN  (SJS).  Four  Short-eared  Owls  were  in 
Obion,  TN  5  Mar  (JRW),  and  2  were  still  in 


This  Inca  Dove  in  Shelby  County,  Tennessee  21-22  May  (here  22  May) 
2005  provided  a  long-expected  state  first.  Photograph  by  Jeff  R.  Wilson. 


son,  KY  16  Apr  (DR).  A  flock  of  23  Willets  at 
Brainerd  3  May  (KC)  was  an  unusually  high 
count,  and  the  highest  ever  for  se.  Ten¬ 
nessee;  one  to  41  were  reported  at  five  Ken¬ 
tucky  locales  22  Apr-1  May.  A  single  Mar¬ 
bled  Godwit  was  reported  at  Ensley  1  May 
(fide  WRP). 

Between  one  and  8  Ruddy  Turnstones 
were  reported  on  five  occasions  at  three 


Ohio,  KY  13  Mar  (BY,  MW);  also,  4+  were  re¬ 
ported  in  Nelson,  KY  15  Mar  (DPe,  MH). 
The  only  Long-eared  Owl  was  found  in  Muh¬ 
lenberg,  KY  13  Mar  (BY,  MW). 

WOODPECKERS  THROUGH  PIPITS 

Following  their  unusual  scarcity  through  the 
winter  season,  Red-headed  Woodpeckers  re¬ 
turned  to  normal  breeding  haunts  in  w.  Ken- 
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tucky  by  16  Mar  (BP)  and  9  Apr  (BLi).  Re¬ 
ports  of  Olive-sided  Flycatchers  were  limit¬ 
ed  to  Jefferson,  KY  14  May  (C&AT);  Obion, 
TN  16  May  (MG);  Lyon,  KY  17  May  (BLi); 
and  Shelby,  TN  21  May  (JRW).  Alder  Fly¬ 
catcher,  a  largely  overlooked  transient,  was 
reported  in  Trigg,  KY  17  May  (BLi);  at  Shel¬ 
by  Farms  18  May  (WRP,  CBu,  BWi);  at  Shel¬ 
by  Bottoms  19  May  (PC);  in  w.  Henderson, 
KY  (4  birds)  20  May  (BP);  and  at  Cane 
Creek  Park,  Putnam,  TN  20  &  23  May  (SJS). 
A  Least  Flycatcher  at  Cane  Creek  Park,  Put¬ 
nam,  TN  23  May  (SJS)  was  very  late.  Yellow- 
bellied  Flycatchers  were  reported  in  Lake, 
TN  14  May  (JRW)  and  at  Radnor  23  May 
(FF),  as  well  as  three  Kentucky  locales 
12-25  May. 

A  Western  Kingbird  in  Loudoun,  TN  1 
May  (JMc)  was  a  rarity  for  e.  Tennessee;  a 
pair  was  again  found  nesting  at  Ensley  14 
May  (JRW).  Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers  re¬ 
turned  to  last  year’s  nest  sites  in  s.  Livingston, 
KY  26  Apr  (HC)  and  on  President’s  L,  Shel¬ 
by,  TN  22  May  (JRW).  Singles  were  also  re¬ 
ported  in  Murfreesboro,  Rutherford,  TN  29 
Apr  (BE),  and  at  two  sites  in  sw.  Christian, 
KY  20  &  28  May  (DMo,  HC;  ME). 

Two  to  three  pairs  of  Loggerhead  Shrikes 
in  Washington,  TN  (RK)  were  likely  breed¬ 
ers,  an  encouraging  sign  for  this  declining 
species.  A  Yellow-throated  Vireo  in  Bullitt  3 
Apr  (BY,  MW)  represented  a  new  early  ar¬ 
rival  date  for  Kentucky  by  four  days.  A 
singing  Bell’s  Vireo  returned  to  Black  Bayou 
W.M.A.,  Lake,  TN  7  May  (NM).  A  Red-eyed 
Vireo  at  Radnor  25  Mar  (JMn,  RLa)  fur¬ 
nished  a  new  early  date  for  the  Nashville 
area.  Fish  Crows  are  being  reported  with  in¬ 
creasing  frequency  along  the  Tennessee  R.  in 
se.  Tennessee;  this  season,  single  birds  were 
reported  18  Apr  (KC)  and  14  May  (RJH,  DJ). 
A  Barn  Swallow  in  Nashville  14  Mar  (AP) 
was  early. 

A  few  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  lingered 
into  early  May  in  Kentucky,  while  birds  at 
the  traditional  Wolfe,  KY  breeding  locale 
were  noted  20  May  (FR).  Two  to  3  Bewick’s 
Wrens  were  at  Volunteer  State  Community 
College,  Sumner,  TN,  where  they  have  bred 
for  the  last  few  years,  on  6  Mar  (JHi);  it  was 
disappointing  that  none  were  reported  in 
Kentucky.  Single  Marsh  Wrens  were  at  Stan- 
difer  Gap  Marsh  25  Mar  and  4  &  10  Apr 
(DPa);  Heritage  Marsh,  White,  TN  19  Apr 
(SJS,  DD);  at  Brainerd  20  Apr  (KC);  and  in 
Union,  KY  4  May  (BP).  Two  Sedge  Wrens 
were  at  Heritage  Marsh,  White,  TN  19  Apr 
(SJS,  DD),  and  one  was  at  Standifer  Gap 
Marsh  29  Apr  (DPa). 

Later  migrant  thrushes  included  a  Her¬ 
mit  in  Boone,  KY  6  May  (JR);  single  Swain- 
son’s  in  Hamilton,  TN  29  May  (KC)  and  Jef¬ 
ferson,  KY  30  May  (BWo);  and  a  Gray¬ 
cheeked  in  Jefferson,  KY  30-31  May  (BWo). 
Sprague’s  Pipits  are  accidental  in  the  Re¬ 


gion,  so  2  in  Gibson,  TN  29  Mar  (MG)  were 
noteworthy. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  SISKINS 

Golden-winged  Warblers  were  relatively  well 
represented  in  Kentucky,  with  seven  reports 
22  Apr-12  May.  Brewster’s  Warblers  were  re¬ 
ported  at  Shelby  Bottoms  25  Apr  (PC),  in 
Lyon,  KY  2  May  (SR),  and  in  McCreary,  KY 
31  May  (RDn).  Orange-crowned  Warblers  at 
Shelby  Bottoms  4  Mar  (PC)  and  in  Hickman, 
KY  16  Mar  (BP)  likely  wintered;  one  was  ex¬ 
tremely  late  in  Lyon,  KY  17  May  (BLi).  A 
Black-throated  Green  Warbler  at  Radnor  25 
Mar  (JMn,  RLa)  and  a  Cerulean  Warbler  at 
Narrows  of  the  Harpeth  S.P,  Cheatham,  TN  4 
Apr  (PC)  were  unusually  early.  A  Blackburn¬ 
ian  Warbler  in  Bradley,  TN  2  Jun  (LL)  was 
exceptionally  late.  Black-throated  Blue  War- 


As  is  true  in  most  places  east  or  west  of  the  Great  Plains  in 
spring,  Baird's  Sandpiper  is  a  rare  spring  transient  in  the 
Tennessee  &  Kentucky  region;  this  individual  was  present 
in  Warren  County,  Kentucky  on  the  early  date  of  31  March 
2005 .  Photograph  by  David  Roemer. 

biers  are  relatively  rare  outside  of  their  breed¬ 
ing  territories  in  the  Region’s  e.  mountains, 
so  singles  at  Brainerd  7  May  (KC),  in 
Nashville  7  May  (PC,  MZ),  and  as  far  w.  as 
Lyon,  KY  12  May  (BY,  MW)  were  noteworthy. 
Swainson’s  Warblers  are  even  rarer  away 
from  their  limited  breeding  ranges  in  the 
Mississippi  floodplain  and  in  the  mountains 
of  e.  Tennessee,  so  one  singing  at  Shelby  Bot¬ 
toms  7-11  May  (PC  et  al.)  was  noteworthy.  It 
was  an  average  year  for  Connecticut  War¬ 
blers,  with  5  reported  from  three  Tennessee 
counties  10-16  May  and  singles  at  five  Ken¬ 
tucky  locales  16-23  May. 

A  Scarlet  Tanager  in  Nashville  4  Apr  (JA) 
furnished  a  new  early  date  for  the  local  area. 
A  Henslow’s  Sparrow  at  Ensley  28  May  (ph. 
JRW)  was  a  rare  transient;  probable  nesting 
birds  were  again  located  in  Coffee,  TN  28-29 
May  (RLu  et  al.,  RCo).  The  latest  Le  Conte’s 
Sparrows  were  found  in  Dyer,  TN  (3  birds) 
and  at  Black  Bayou  W.M.A.,  Lake,  TN  (2), 
both  6  Mar  (JRW);  the  only  report  for  Ken¬ 
tucky  was  one  in  w.  McCracken  30  Mar  (BP). 
Again  this  year,  small  numbers  of  Bachman’s 
and  Lark  Sparrows  were  monitored  on  the 
Ft.  Campbell  Military  Base,  Trigg,  KY  & 
Stewart/Montgomery,  TN  (DMo).  A  Harris’s 
Sparrow,  a  vagrant  to  the  Region,  was  at  the 


Shelby  Farms  18  Mar-17  Apr  (VH,  tWRP, 
m.ob.).  A  White-throated  Sparrow  lingered 
at  a  yard  in  Jefferson,  KY  31  May+  for  the  2nd 
year  in  a  row  (BWo). 

Two  Bobolinks  were  on  territory  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  TN  29  May  (DH).  Up  to  11  Western 
Meadowlarks  were  in  Lake,  TN  through  the 
first  week  of  May  (JRW,  m.ob.).  A  Yellow¬ 
headed  Blackbird  was  at  Shelby  Farms  30 
Apr-3  May  (D&LM,  tWRP,  m.ob.).  Ken¬ 
tucky’s  wintering  Bullock’s  Oriole  lingered 
in  a  yard  outside  Lawrenceburg,  Anderson 
through  8  Apr  (AR).  A  few  Purple  Finches 
and  Pine  Siskins  lingered  well  into  spring. 
Purple  Finches  lingered  through  3  May  in 
Jefferson,  KY  (E&JH)  and  5  May  in  Putnam, 
TN  (SJS,  BHS).  A  Pine  Siskin  in  DeKalb,  TN 
24  May  (T&VC)  was  exceptionally  late. 

Corrigendum:  The  2004  fall  report  incor¬ 
rectly  listed  the  location  of  the  4  Nov  Ruddy 
Turnstone  as  Austin  Springs,  instead  of 
Rankin  Bottoms,  Cocke,  TN. 

Cited  contributors  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Jan  Alexander,  Clyde  Blum  (CBl), 
Earl  Boggs,  Carolyn  Bullock  (CBu),  Josh  Bur¬ 
ton,  Kevin  Calhoon  (se.  Tennessee),  Phillip 
Casteel  (middle  Tennessee),  Hap  Chambers, 
Wallace  Coffey  (e.  Tennessee),  Richard  Con¬ 
ners  (RCo),  Glen  Criswell,  Rack  Cross 
(RCr),  Cathy  Cunningham,  Tommy  &  Vir¬ 
ginia  Curtis,  Roseanna  Denton  (RDn), 
Robert  Dever  (RDv),  Douglas  Downs  (DD), 
Melissa  Easley,  Kevin  Elam,  Bob  English,  Joe 
Tom  Erwin,  Troy  Evans,  Frank  Fekel,  Scott 
Freidhof,  Danny  Gaddy,  Mark  Greene,  Jim 
Hamlington  (JHa),  Mike  Hardin,  Van  Harris, 
R.  John  Henderson,  Jim  Hiett  (JHi),  Ron 
Hoff,  Don  Holt,  Eddie  &  Jennifer  Huber, 
Chris  Hunter,  Wes  James,  Daniel  Jacobson, 
Laura  Kamperman,  Rick  Knight  (e.  Ten¬ 
nessee),  Rob  Lane  (RLa),  Betty  Leggett 
(BLe),  Ken  Leggett,  Paul  Lehman,  Cindy  & 
Charles  Lemons,  Laura  Lewis,  Bill  Lisowsky 
(BLi),  Ruth  Luckado  (RLu),  Jon  Mann 
(JMn),  Don  Manning  (DMn),  Joseph  Mast 
(JMs),  Rick  Mauro,  Janet  McKnight  (JMc), 
Mark  Monroe,  Dan  &  Laurie  Mooney,  Nancy 
Moore,  Bob  Morris,  Daniel  Moss  (DMo), 
Dollyann  Myers  (DMy),  Earl  Newby,  Chris 
O’Bryan,  Ken  Oeser,  Brainard  Palmer-Ball, 
Jr.,  David  Patterson  (DPa),  Danny  Peake 
(DPe),  Larry  Peavler,  W.  Robert  Peeples  (w. 
Tennessee),  Amy  Potter,  Nicole  Ranalli,  Scott 
Record,  Frank  Renfrow,  Annette  Riddle, 
David  Roemer,  Jennifer  Rycenga,  John 
Sanders,  Chris  Sloan,  Adam  Smith  (ASm), 
Andy  Stahl  (ASt),  Barbara  H.  Stedman, 
Stephen  J.  Stedman,  Michael  Stroeh,  Mike 
Todd,  Andre  &  Carol  Trevathan,  Shawchyi 
Vorisek,  Winston  Walden,  Mary  Walter, 
Brandon  Weir  (BWe),  Barbara  Wilson  (BWi), 
Jeff  R.  Wilson,  Terry  Witt,  Barbara  Woerner 
(BWo),  Ben  Yandell,  Mary  Zimmerman.  £ 
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GULF  OF  MEXICO 


ALABAMA/FLORIDA  GULF  COAST  SITES: 

A  =  St.  Vincent  NWR 

E  =  Ft.  Pickens 

B  =  Destin 

F  =  Gulf  Shores 

C  =  Ft.  Walton  Beach 

G  =  Ft.  Morgan 

Spray  Fields 

H  =  Dauphin  1. 

D  =  Gulf  Breeze 

1  =  Bavou  La  Batre 

Arkansas  had  a  warmer  and  drier 
spring  than  usual,  while  Louisiana 
was  cooler  than  usual.  Passerine  mi¬ 
gration  was  slightly  better  in  interior  Missis¬ 
sippi  than  in  the  past  two  springs.  The  Dun¬ 
cans  reported  remarkable  passerine  fallouts 
from  coastal  Alabama  and  the  western  Flori¬ 
da  panhandle  on  2,  8,  12,  and  26  April.  Bob 
Duncan  noted  that  “birds  at  Dauphin  Island 
on  2  April  were  everywhere.  Prothonotaries, 
Black-and-whites,  and  White-eyed  Vireos 
were  especially  abundant.  We  logged  18 
species  of  warblers  that  day.  On  a  scale  of  1 
to  10,  it  was  a  10.” 

Abbreviations:  EW.B.S.E  (Ft.  Walton  Beach 
Spray  Fields,  FL);  L.S.U.M.N.S.  (Louisiana 
State  University  Museum  of  Natural  Science). 

LOONS  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

A  single  Red-throated  Loon,  rare  but  regular 
in  the  Tennessee  Valley  area  of  Alabama,  was 
reported  from  Lawrence  10  Mar  (DJS).  Two 
Pacific  Loons  in  basic  plumage  were  at  Pen¬ 
sacola  Beach  6  Apr  (RAD),  and  one  in  full  al¬ 
ternate  plumage  was  at  the  same  location 
6-7  May  (PB,  CB).  Two  Eared  Grebes,  rare  in 
the  w.  panhandle  of  Florida  and  present 
since  fall  2004,  were  last  seen  at  FW.B.S.F  2 
Apr  (RAD,  rn.ob.). 

A  Sooty  Shearwater  seen  from  shore  at  Ft. 
Morgan  1  Apr  (MG)  provided  the  13th  Al¬ 
abama  record.  Another  cooperative  shearwa¬ 
ter  was  an  Audubon’s,  which  landed  on  a 
boat  48  km  s.  of  Pensacola  Beach  4  Apr  and 
was  subsequently  identified  at  a  local 
wildlife  sanctuary.  Pelagic  trips  in  Louisiana 
waters  out  of  Venice  11  &  26  May  turned  up 
the  following  birds,  among  others:  3  Wil¬ 
son’s  Storm-Petrels  on  the  11th  and  19  on 
the  26th,  one  Leach’s  on  the  11th,  2  Band- 
rumpeds  on  the  11th  and  3  on  the  26th,  and 
2  Masked  Boobies  on  the  26th  (DLD,  CCS  et 
al.).  Northern  Gannet  numbers  in  Louisiana 
peaked  at  300,  all  counted  in  an  hour  mov¬ 
ing  in  an  easterly  direction  at  Grand  I.  15 
Apr  (DLD,  SWC);  an  imm.  on  the  11  May 
pelagic  (DLD,  CCS  et  al.)  was  late.  New  Har¬ 
bor  I.  in  the  Chandeleur  Sound,  LA  hosted 
400  Magnificent  Frigatebirds  3  May  (SWC, 
DLD)  roosting  in  mangroves.  Although  a 
large  number  for  so  early,  there  was  no  sign 
of  breeding  activity. 

American  Bittern,  a  species  of  concern, 
showed  up  in  good  numbers  at  Lacassine 
N.W.R.,  LA,  with  13  on  23  Apr  (JPK,  JK) 
and  at  Eufaula  N.W.R.,  AL,  with  6  on  27 
Apr  (GEH,  BM),  the  latter  providing  a  new 
maximum  for  the  state.  An  excellent  count 
of  52  breeding  Reddish  Egrets  was  tallied  at 
New  Harbor  I.  2-5  May  (SWC,  DLD).  Craig 
Fish  Hatchery,  AR  hosted  14  White-faced 
Ibis,  a  large  number  for  the  Ozarks,  8  May 
(ph.  JN,  MM,  AG).  A  very  early  ad.  Wood 
Stork  was  at  the  Atchafalaya  Basin,  LA  14 
May  (DLD,  SWC). 


Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  continued 
their  expansion  in  the  Region,  highlighted 
by  at  least  50  birds  at  Kitchens  Bayou  in 
Lafayette,  AR  2  May  (K&LN,  PL);  the 
species  was  also  noted  as  a  likely  breeder  at 
Pawpaw  L.,  Monroe,  AR  5-21  May  0-  Fitz¬ 
patrick  et  al.).  Seventeen  Fulvous  Whistling- 
Ducks  at  Pensacola  17  Mar  (AF;  DF)  were 
unusual  for  the  w.  panhandle.  As  many  as  18 
Mottled  Ducks  were  out  of  range  in  Desha, 
AR  1-3  Apr  (K&LN  et  al.).  A  flock  of  240 
Greater  Scaup  provided  an  extraordinary 
number  for  New  Orleans  12  Mar  (DPM, 
PAW),  where  the  species  is  normally  far  out¬ 
numbered  by  Lessers.  The  species  was  also 
late,  with  9  reported  from  the  Chandeleur 
Is.,  LA  2  May  (DLD,  SWC)  and  one  from 
EW.B.S.E  31  May  (DW,  RAD,  m.ob.).  Surf 
Scoters  were  represented  by  4  at  New  Or¬ 
leans  12  Mar  (DPM,  PAW)  and  one  at  Bald 
Knob  Oxidation  Ponds,  AR  30  Apr  (K&LN, 
JW,  PL,  MT).  The  only  Black  Scoter  report 
was  of  a  single  bird  in  Cameron,  LA  1  May 
(JVR,  PhB,  DB,JB).  Hooded  Mergansers  with 
young  were  discovered  in  two  unusual  loca¬ 
tions  in  Louisiana,  Calcasieu  24  Apr  (DLA, 
BJO)  and  Rapides  1  May  (JH). 

OSPREY  THROUGH  SH0REBIRDS 

An  Osprey  soaring  with  20  frigatebirds  over 


Phillip  A.  Wallace 

4515  South  Prieur  Street 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70125 
(pwallace@newmanschool.org) 

the  open  Gulf  32  km  s.  of  Southwest  Pass,  LA 
26  May  was  an  odd  sight  (DLD,  CCS  et  al.). 
A  pair  of  Swallow-tailed  Kites  at  Eufaula 
N.W.R.  1  May  (BM,  WM,  JBC)  was  suspected 
of  nesting  at  what  would  be  a  new  site  for  Al¬ 
abama.  Nesting  by  Swallow-taileds  has  been 
attempted  for  several  years  at  White  River 
N.W.R.,  AR  and  was  confirmed  in  May,  when 
birds  were  discovered  incubating  eggs.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  2  dead  nestlings  were  found  on  the 
ground  under  the  nest  1  Jun  (fide  J.  Bednarz). 
An  extremely  early  Mississippi  Kite  was  in 
Iberville,  LA  13  Mar  (JVR)-  A  pair  of  Sharp- 
shinned  Hawks  copulating  in  Washington,  AR 
30  Mar  (KS)  was  unusual.  There  was  an  un¬ 
usually  large  number  of  reports  of  Swainson’s 
Hawks  from  Louisiana,  with  an  early  single 
bird  in  St.  Bernard  in  the  extreme  se.  corner  of 
the  state  18  Mar  (GO,  WP)  and  a  high  of  19 
on  17  Apr  (NM,  JM  et  al.)  from  Caddo  in  the 
extreme  nw.  comer.  There  were  five  reports  of 
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Arkansas  finally  got  its  first  record  of  Cave  Swallow  when  this  juvenile  was  found  and  photographed 
29  May  2005  at  Millwood  Lake.  The  bird  was  last  seen  there  on  2  June.  Photograph  by  Charles  Mills. 


Crested  Caracara  from  s.  Louisiana,  including 
one  from  Erath,  which  is  farther  e.  than  usu¬ 
al,  13-15  Apr  (RS).  Far  more  unusual  was  a 
Crested  Caracara  in  Jackson ,  MS  14  May  (ph. 
CE,  SE  et  al.)  A  Prairie  Falcon  seen  briefly  24 
Apr  at  Ft.  Morgan  (LD)  was  the  5th  for  Al¬ 
abama  and  the  first  away  from  the  Tennessee 
Valley.  A  ten-second  look  at  a  Black  Rail  in 
Red  River,  LA  7  May  (PD)  was  par  for  the 
course  for  the  species.  A  less  typical,  leisure¬ 
ly  study  of  a  Black  Rail  was  at  one  of  the  more 
regular  locations  for  the  species  at  Dauphin  I. 
14  May  (TSi). 

A  count  of  3500  American  Golden 
Plovers  in  Crittenden,  AR  11  Apr  (JW,  MT) 
was  excellent  for  the  Region.  The  2nd  breed¬ 
ing  record  for  Snowy  Plover  in  Louisiana 
was  confirmed  at  Rutherford  Beach  24  Apr 
(DLD,  SWC),  when  a  female  was  found  on  a 
nest  with  three  eggs.  A  count  of  16  Piping 
Plovers  on  the  Chandeleur  Is.  2-4  May 
(SWC,  DLD)  was  a  good  number  for  the 
date.  There  were  three  reports  of  inland 
Black-necked  Stilts  from  Mississippi  and  one 
from  the  Ozarks  in  nw.  Arkansas,  the  latter 
providing  the  2nd  record  for  the  area  25  May 
(ph.  JN).  Willets  were  widely  reported  from 
inland  locations  in  Alabama,  Arkansas,  and 
Louisiana,  with  a  high  of  35  birds  in  Scott, 
AR  2  May  (JN).  A  good  count  of  72  Upland 
Sandpipers  was  in  Baton  Rouge  4  Apr  (JB, 
DB).  Arkansas  had  good  numbers  of  Baird 
Sandpipers,  with  65  in  Crittenden  9  Apr 
(JW)  and  64  in  Prairie  19  Apr  (KN).  A 
drawn-down  catfish  pond  in  Lowndes,  MS 
provided  rare  spring  shorebird  habitat  in  the 
area.  The  location  yielded  the  earliest-ever 
Dunlin  18  Mar  (SJD)  and  Stilt  Sandpiper  29 
Mar  (TS)  for  the  seven-county  area.  In  Han¬ 
cock,  MS  1  Apr  (NB),  210  Stilt  Sandpipers 
provided  a  new  spring  maximum  for  the 
Mississippi  coast.  An  alternate-plumaged 


Curlew  Sandpiper  was  a  treat  in  Acadia,  LA 
8  May  (vt.  PC,  JC).  Amazingly,  that  sighting 
was  followed  a  few  minutes  later  by  one  of  a 
Ruff  by  the  same  observers  hoping  to  spot 
the  Curlew  again!  Another  Ruff,  first  located 
by  researchers  working  on  the  Ivory-billed 
Woodpecker  project,  was  documented  in 
Prairie,  AR  20  Mar  (ph.  K&LN).  Short¬ 
billed  and  Long-billed  Dowitchers  put  in 
their  earliest  area  appearance  on  19  Apr  and 
13  Mar,  respectively,  in  Lowndes,  MS  (TS). 

JAEGERS  THROUGH  FLYCATCHERS 

There  were  two  reports  of  Parasitic  Jaeger, 
rare  in  the  Region,  one  each  on  the  11  &  26 
May  pelagics  (DLD,  CCS  et  al.; 
*L.S.U.M.N.S.).  There  were  four  reports  of 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls,  two  each  from 
Louisiana  and  nw.  Florida.  What  appeared  to 
be  a  Western  Gull  or  Western  Gull  x  Glau¬ 
cous-winged  Gull  hybrid  was  seen  in 
Cameron,  LA  30  Apr  (DPM,  RDP,  BMM, 
PAW,  PC,  *L.S.U.M.N.S.).  Needless  to  say,  ei¬ 
ther  would  be  extraordinary  in  the  Region! 
The  11  May  pelagic  out  of  Venice,  LA  tallied 
1283  Black  Terns,  most  of  them  along  a  sea¬ 
water  front  16-24  km  s.  of  Southwest  Pass. 
Inca  Dove  continues  to  expand  its  range  in 
Arkansas,  with  one  reported  e.  of  White  Riv¬ 
er  N.W.R.  26  Apr  (NA,  TB)  and  up  to  2-3 
just  n.  of  Brinkley  14-15  Apr  (BLS,  ph.  ESB). 
Burrowing  Owls  once  again  showed  up  on  a 
survey  of  Eglin  A.FB.,  FL  12  Mar  (LF).  Two 
late  Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds  were 
seen  40-56  km  s.  of  South  Pass  on  the  26 
May  pelagic  (SWC,  CCS  et  al.). 

A  calling  Brown-crested  Flycatcher  was 
videotaped  at  Bayou  Sauvage  N.W.R.,  LA  6 
Mar  (PAW),  likely  the  same  bird  that  was  in 
the  area  in  winter.  Western  Kingbird  was 
widely  reported  across  the  Region,  with  the 
easternmost  sighting  at  FW.B.S.F  27  Apr 


(LD,  RAD,  CBr).  Louisiana  had  six  reports 
ranging  from  the  se.  corner  of  the  state  to  the 
sw.  and  nw.  corners.  Not  to  be  outdone, 
Arkansas  had  four  reports,  ranging  from  one 
near  Pine  Bluff  in  the  east  14  &  15  May  (ph. 
DM)  to  33  on  the  breeding  grounds  near  Ft. 
Smith  28  May  (B&TB).  Gray  Kingbirds  re¬ 
turned  to  nest  in  New  Orleans  for  the  3rd 
straight  year,  increasing  their  presence  to  at 
least  two  nests  7  May  (EW,  DPM  et  al.). 

VIRE0S  THROUGH  TANAGERS 

Rare  breeders  in  the  mts.  of  Alabama,  Blue¬ 
headed  Vireos  nested  in  Cleburne  5  Apr  (ECS, 
BS,  KG)  and  Jackson  13  May  (ECS).  Thou¬ 
sands  of  Red-eyed  Vireos  were  reported  in  a 
fallout  at  Pearl  River  W.M.A.,  LA  12  Apr  (JOC, 
TDC).  The  only  reports  of  Black-whiskered 
Vireo  came  from  the  extreme  sw.  corner  of  the 
Region  in  Cameron,  LA  1  May  (PhB)  and  from 
coastal  Harrison,  MS  4  May  (SJD).  Cave  Swal¬ 
lows  were  reported  from  all  five  states  in  the 
Region.  Grand  L,  LA  had  its  first  ever  16  Apr 
(DLD);  Florida  had  one  of  one  of  the 
Caribbean  subspecies  at  F.W.B.S.F  25  Apr 
(RAD);  Mississippi  had  3  near  Waveland  17 
Mar  (NB);  Alabama  had  one  at  Ft.  Morgan  1 
May  (RAD,  LD);  and  finally,  Arkansas  had  its 
first  Cave  Swallow,  a  well-documented  juv.  at 
Millwood  L.  29  May+  (ph.  CM,  K&LN). 
There  was  a  good  movement  of  Gray-cheeked 
and  Swainson’s  Thrushes  10  May  in  Starkville, 
MS  (SJD),  when  19  of  the  former  and  230  of 
the  latter  were  heard  flying  overhead  at  night. 
Twenty-five  Swainson’s  on  6  May  in  Madison 
(GDJ,  DGJ)  provided  a  new  maximum  for  Al¬ 
abama’s  Tennessee  Valley  area. 

There  were  two  reports  of  Brewster’s  War¬ 
bler,  one  from  Faulkner,  AR  24  Apr  (HR) 
and  one  from  Baton  Rouge  27  Apr  (DL,  JB, 
DB).  Another  Blue-winged  x  Golden-winged 
hybrid  at  Noxubee  N.W.R. ,  MS  5  Apr  (TS) 
was  more  difficult  to  categorize.  A  Tennessee 
Warbler  in  Plaquemines,  LA  19  Mar  (SWC) 
was  early.  Three  reports  of  Nashville  War¬ 
blers  e.  of  their  normal  spring  route  came 
from  Mississippi  and  three  from  Alabama, 
including  one  at  Dauphin  I.  on  the  coast 
(LM).  An  Audubon’s  Warbler  was  seen  at 
Jonesboro,  AR  15  Apr  (LJ).  Obviously  over¬ 
wintering  was  a  female  Black-throated  Gray 
Warbler  in  Venice,  LA  19  Mar  (DPM,  SWC, 
*L.S.U.M.N.S.).  Interestingly,  the  location  is 
only  a  few  km  from  where  a  male  was  found 
on  the  Venice  C.B.C.  There  was  a  report  of  3 
Cerulean  Warblers  from  Cameron  23  Apr 
(JPK,  JK,  m.ob.)  and  four  reports  of  single 
migrants  from  Oktibbeha,  MS  9-25  Apr  (TS, 
MS).  There  were  two  reports  of  breeding 
Ceruleans  from  n.  Alabama  (ECS,  SWM). 
Hundreds  of  Prothonotary  Warblers  at 
Dauphin  I.  2  Apr  (RAD,  LD)  were  indicative 
of  a  good  fallout.  The  Sargents  and  their  col¬ 
leagues  tallied  48  Swainson’s  Warblers  2-17 
Apr  at  Ft.  Morgan,  an  excellent  number  dur- 
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ing  migration.  Schiefer  reported  1 1  breeding 
locations  for  Swainson’s  in  the  seven-county 
area  near  Starkville,  MS  9  Apr+.  Muth  re¬ 
ported  that  a  Northern  Waterthrush  in  St. 
Charles,  LA  3  Mar  was  likely  an  overwinter¬ 
ing  bird,  and  Remsen  had  an  early  Louisiana 
Waterthrush  in  Iberville,  LA  11  Mar.  A  rare 
bright  orange  variant  Scarlet  Tanager  was 
videotaped  at  Grand  I.  16  Apr  (CCS,  vt. 
PAW).  There  were  two  reports  of  Western 
Tanager  in  the  Pensacola  area  and  one  each 
from  Louisiana  and  Mississippi. 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  CROSSBILLS 

As  many  as  8  Bachman’s  Sparrows,  a  species 
of  concern,  were  seen  at  Noxubee  N.W.R.  30 
Mar+  (TS).  A  Rufous-crowned  Sparrow  was 
reported  from  Magazine  Mt.,  AR  at  a  tradi¬ 
tional  site  e.  of  its  normal  range  1  Apr 
(K&LN).  A  Harris’s  Sparrow  in  Lauderdale, 
AL  2  Mar  (J&SAW)  provided  the  14th  state 
record,  and  one  from  the  winter  season  re¬ 
mained  in  Attala,  MS,  where  casual,  through 
18  Apr  (FH,  m.ob.).  A  White-crowned  Spar¬ 
row  in  Walton,  FL  14  May  (LMc)  was  very 
late,  and  a  Dark-eyed  Junco  spotted  the  same 
day  in  Niceville,  FL  (BoM)  was  the  latest  by 
12  days  for  the  w.  panhandle.  Yell,  AR  was 
host  to  at  least  125  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks 
28  Apr  (K&LN).  A  female  Black-headed 
Grosbeak  was  at  a  feeder  at  Gulf  Breeze,  FL 
26  Apr  (LD,  RAD  et  al.).  A  Yellow-headed 


Blackbird  in  Thibodaux,  LA  15-22  Apr 
(S&JB,  LP)  was  farther  e.  than  usual.  The 
only  reports  of  Shiny  Cowbird  in  the  Region 
came  from  the  w.  panhandle,  with  one  at 
Gulf  Breeze  28  Apr  (RAD)  and  one  in 
Okaloosa  14  May  (DW).  Both  were  males. 
Two  Bronzed  Cowbirds  at  Dauphin  1.  17  Apr 
(PW&PJ,  PvL)  provided  the  12th  Alabama 
record.  Seeing  250  Baltimore  Orioles  in  Yell, 
AR  28  Apr  (K&LN)  must  have  been  a  real 
treat.  A  Bullock’s  Oriole  in  Jefferson  15  Apr 
(ph.  D&CR)  was  Alabama’s  18th.  It  was  up¬ 
staged  by  the  ad.  male  Scott’s  Oriole  remain¬ 
ing  from  the  winter  season  through  18  Apr  in 
Montgomery,  AR  (ph.  CM,  H&MP).  Up  to  10 
Red  Crossbills  were  in  Saline,  AR  23  Apr+, 
with  3  juvs.  being  fed  by  ads.;  the  species  has 
not  been  confirmed  as  nesting  in  the  state. 
Alabama’s  2nd  record  of  White-winged 
Crossbill  was  verified  in  Lauderdale  7-21 
Apr  (ph.  RAK,  m.ob.).  The  state’s  first  record 
was  from  the  same  county  in  spring  2002.  A 
report  of  a  Common  Redpoll  was  received 
without  documentation  from  Arkansas. 

Initialed  observers  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  David  L.  Anderson,  Nick  Anick, 
Peggy  Baker,  Bill  &  Toka  Beall  (B&TB), 
Phred  Benham  (PhB),  Thomas  Benson  (TB), 
Steve  &  Janelle  Bergeron,  Devin  Bosler, 
Justin  Bosler,  Ned  Boyajian,  Edward  S.  Brink- 
ley,  Cecil  Brown  (CBr),  Cheryl  Bunch,  Steven 


W.  Cardiff,  John  B.  Cole,  John  Conover,  Paul 
Conover,  Jennifer  O.  Coulson,  Tom  D.  Coul- 
son,  Paul  Dickson,  Stephen  J.  Dinsmore, 
Donna  L.  Dittmann,  Lucy  Duncan,  Robert  A. 
Duncan  (w.  Florida),  Claire  English,  Susan 
Epps,  Lenny  Fenimore,  Ann  Forster,  Don 
Forster,  Keith  Gauldin,  Adam  Green,  Mary 
Gustafson,  Frances  Henne,  Geoff  E.  Hill,  Jay 
Huner,  Debra  G.  Jackson,  Greg  D.  Jackson 
(Alabama),  Lou  Johnson,  P.W.  &  Pauline 
Johnson,  Joanne  Kleiman,  Joe  P.  Kleiman 
(Louisiana),  Robin  A.  Kelso,  Dan  Lane,  Paul 
Lehman,  P.  van  der  Luit  (PvL),  John 
McBride,  Delos  McCauley,  Lee  McDaniel 
(LMc),  Steve  W.  McConnell,  Lee  McElvine, 
Bailey  McKay,  Bob  McKenney  (BoM),  Win- 
dle  McKenzie,  Nancy  Menasco,  Charles 
Mills,  Mike  Mlodinow,  David  P.  Muth,  B. 
Mac.  Myers,  Joe  Neal,  Kenny  &  LaDonna 
Nichols,  Brian  J.  O’Shea,  Glen  Ousset,  Helen 
&  Max  Parker  (Arkansas),  Lisa  Pitre,  War¬ 
ren  Preble,  R.  Dan  Purrington,  Herschel 
Raney,  J.  Van  Remsen,  Marion  Schiefer,  Ter¬ 
ence  Schiefer  (Mississippi),  Robert  Sherman, 
Tom  Siegwald  (TSi),  Damien  J.  Simbeck,  Kim 
Smith,  Erik  C.  Soehren,  Curt  C.  Sorrells,  Bri¬ 
an  L.  Sullivan,  Bill  Summerour,  Mike  Todd, 
Ed  Wallace,  Phillip  A.  Wallace,  Don  Ware, 
Jim  &  Shirley  A.  Wayland,  Jeff  Wilson.  I  re¬ 
ceived  more  reports  than  1  had  room  to  in¬ 
clude,  and  I  would  like  to  thank  those  ob¬ 
servers  I  could  not  cite  specifically.  © 
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17-26  February  2006 

In  cooperation  with  International  Expeditions,  the  American  Birding  Association  is  pleased  to 
offer  an  exceptional  journey  into  the  heart  of  Amazonia  aboard  La  Turmalina,  a  26-passenger 
riverboat. 

Come  join  other  ABA  members  on  this  journey  of  exploration  into  this  incredible  rainforest — 
long  considered  virtually  inaccessible — via  the  graceful  and  romantic,  classically-styled 
exploratory  ship,  La  Turmalina.  Departing  from  Iquitos,  Peru,  we  travel  upriver  toward  the 
confluence  of  the  Rio  Ucayali  and  Rio  Maranon,  often  escorted  by  both  pink  and  gray  river 
dolphins.  As  we  have  the  run  of  the  ship  we  will  choose  where  we  tie  up  each  night.  Air- 
conditioned  cabins,  excellent  food,  and  an  observation  deck,  and  small  exploration  boats  are 
just  a  few  of  the  amenities  that  will  make  this  expedition  a  chance  of  a  lifetime. 

Up  to  1 5  species  of  parrots  induding  Blue-and-yellow  and  Scarlet  Macaws,  Agami  Heron,  Cream- 
colored  Woodpecker,  Sunbittern,  and  even  Harpy  Eagle  are  possible.  Marsh  birds  including  Wattled 
Jacana  and  Yellow-hooded  Blackbird  will  be  seen  along  with  large  tropical  birds  that  identify  the 
Amazon  basin  such  as  kingfishers  and  toucans,  Common  Potoo,  Amazonian  Umbrellabird,  Bare¬ 
necked  Fruitcrow  and  many  more. 

Birds,  primates,  poison  arrow  frogs,  and  plenty  of  surprises  are  part  of  every  voyage  to  this  area  of 
the  Amazon.  Join  us  on  this  amazing  voyage,  and  experience  the  Amazon  as  few  people  ever  will. 
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Northern  Canada  enjoyed  a  record 
warm  spring,  at  least  in  the  west, 
with  seemingly  endless  warm  blue 
sky  days.  This  combined  with  last  winter’s 
heavy  snow  falls,  especially  in  southeast 
Yukon,  set  the  stage  for  an  epic  insect  season. 
The  Yukon’s  premier  rarity  hotspot,  Marsh 
Lake,  hosted  numerous  outstanding  vagrants, 
including  one  new  Yukon  species.  In  North¬ 
west  Territories,  high  snowfall  accumulation 
in  late  winter  caused  speculation  about  flood¬ 
ing  this  spring,  but  in  fact  a  relatively  un¬ 
eventful  ice  breakup  occurred  on  both  the 
Liard  and  Mackenzie  Rivers.  Breakup  was 
also  early — one  of  the  earliest  in  the  past  40 
years  at  Norman  Wells.  Early  spring  migrants 
appeared  somewhat  later  than  last  year,  but 
events  sped  up  as  spring  advanced;  much  of 
May  was  warm  and  clear,  resulting  in  few  if 
any  significant  fallouts  of  migrant  birds  in  the 
southern  Northwest  Territories. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

Canada  Geese,  typically  at  the  vanguard  of 
waterfowl  migration  in  the  Mackenzie  Valley, 
NWT  were  reported  during  the  first  week  of 
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Apr  at  Trout  L.  (DD)  and  Nahanni  Butte  (EB), 
with  singles  reaching  Ft.  Simpson  10  Apr 
(SC)  and  Norman  Wells  21  Apr  (JA).  Rela¬ 
tively  few  migrant  waterfowl  were  seen  stag¬ 
ing  along  the  Mackenzie  R.  this  spring  at  Ft. 
Simpson,  NWT  (DT),  presumably  due  to  the 
early  ice  breakup.  At  Norman  Wells,  NWT  an 
estimated  2000  Canada  Geese  were  present 
25  Apr,  but  few  geese  staged  there  during 
May;  larger  numbers  were  present  down¬ 
stream  near  Little  Chicago  (RP).  A  single 
Ross’s  Goose  that  stopped  in  to  graze  on  a 
ball  field  in  Yellowknife,  NWT  29  May  was  an 
odd  sight  (JB).  In  s.  Yukon,  swan  migration 
peaked  at  M’Clintock  Bay  18  Apr  with  a 
count  of  1378  Trumpeter  and  944  Tundra 
(JJ).  Diligent  checking  of  tens  of  thousands  of 
swan  heads  during  s.  Yukon  migration  counts 
turned  up  2  ad.  Whooper  Swans,  the  Yukon’s 
2nd,  at  Johnson’s  Crossing  14  Apr,  and  the 
Yukon’s  first  Bewick’s  Swan,  an  ad.,  at  John¬ 
son’s  Crossing  19  Apr  (JJ). 

Early  Gadwall  reports  included  a  female  at 
M’Clintock  Bay,  s.  Yukon  15  Apr  (JJ)  and  a 
pair  at  Norman  Wells,  NWT  16  May  (LA). 
Cinnamon  Teal  were  well  reported  in  s. 
Yukon,  with  single  males  at  Johnson’s  Cross¬ 
ing  26-29  Apr  (JJ)  and  Tagish  3-4  &  9  May 
(JJ;  CE),  a  pair  at  Haines  Junction  6-7  May 
(CD,  LD),  a  pair  at  s.  Lake  Laberge  11  May 
(ph.  CE),  2  males  at  Judas  Cr.,  Marsh  L.  18 
May  (CE,  PL),  and  3  males  at  Swan  L.,  White¬ 
horse  26  May  (ph.  CE).  Northern  Pintail  mi¬ 
gration  peaked  in  s.  Yukon  on  21  Apr  with 
impressive  counts  of  2040  at  Tagish  and  2355 
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at  M’Clintock  Bay  (JJ,  CE).  Single  male  Com¬ 
mon  (Eurasian  Green-winged)  Teal,  now 
considered  annual  in  spring  in  s.  Yukon,  were 
seen  at  Tagish  4-5  May  (JJ),  and  s.  Lake 
Laberge  16  May  (CE);  a  male  Common  Teal  x 
Green-winged  Teal  hybrid  was  at  the  later  lo¬ 
cation  11-16  May  (CE). 

A  Redhead,  locally  rare,  was  at  Norman 
Wells,  NWT  20  May  (DW).  An  ad.  male  King 
Eider  at  Tagish,  s.  Yukon  12  Apr  (JJ,  BD,  HG) 
provided  a  very  rare  interior  spring  record  for 
w.  North  America.  Scoter  migration  peaked  in 
s.  Yukon  on  17  May  with  counts  of  500  Surf 
and  100  White-winged  at  Marsh  L.  (CE)  and 
80  Surf  at  Teslin  L.  (BS).  Pairs  of  Hooded 
Mergansers,  a  species  suspected  but  not  yet 
confirmed  breeding  in  s.  Yukon,  were  at  km  7 
on  the  Tagish  Rd.  1  May  (HG  et  al.),  at  Judas 
Cr.,  Marsh  L.  4  May  (JJ),  and  at  Annie  L.  10 
May  (ph.  JH). 

A  remarkable  s.  Yukon  raptor  migration 
recorded  at  Johnson’s  Crossing  and  Tagish 
on  14  Apr  yielded  a  one-day  total  count  of 
560  raptors  (464  at  Johnson’s  Crossing)  in¬ 
cluding  292  Red-tailed  Hawks,  73  Rough¬ 
legged  Hawks,  98  Northern  Harriers,  66 
Bald  Eagles,  24  Golden  Eagles,  4  Sharp- 
shinned  Hawks,  one  Merlin,  one  Peregrine 
Falcon,  and  a  dark/rufous-morph  Swainson’s 
Hawk  (JJ).  In  Northwest  Territories,  the  first 
Sahtu  report  of  Golden  Eagles  was  a  pair 
seen  at  Gayna  R.  12  Apr  (RP).  Among  the 
first  Northwest  Territories  reports  of  Bald 
Eagles  were  2  at  Norman  Wells  4  Apr  (DW), 
one  at  McNally  Cr.  5  Apr  (DA),  and  one  on 
the  ice  at  Ft.  Simpson  8  Apr,  feeding  on  a 
lynx  carcass  (KL).  North  America’s  best- 
studied  Gyrfalcon  nest,  at  km  158  on  the 
Dempster  Hwy.,  cen.  Yukon  was  occupied  by 
one  ad.  15  May  (HG,  NM). 

Tens  of  thousands  of  migrant  Sandhill 
Cranes  were  right  on  cue  for  the  annual 
"crane  weekend”  6-8  May  at  Faro,  which  is 
ideally  situated  right  on  the  Yukon’s  Tintina 
Trench  flyway.  Whooping  Cranes  are  doing 
well  this  year  and  have  expanded  their  nest¬ 
ing  area;  Canadian  Wildlife  Service  surveys  of 
their  breeding  grounds  in  Wood  Buffalo  N.R 
in  mid-May  found  54  breeding  pairs,  includ¬ 
ing  pairs  in  previously  unoccupied  areas  (BJ). 
American  Golden-Plover  migration  was  thin 
throughout  the  Region;  the  usual  late-May 
fallout  of  shorebirds  in  Ft.  Simpson,  NWT 
did  not  occur  this  year,  presumably  due  the 
excellent  flying  conditions  (and  possibly  high 
water,  which  eliminated  local  mudflat  habi¬ 
tat).  Pacific  Golden-Plover  is  now  being 
recorded  annually  in  s.  Yukon;  single  females 
were  at  M’Clintock  Bay  5  May  (JJ)  and  in 
Whitehorse  19  May  (ph.  CE,  HG,  vt.  PL). 

In  Norman  Wells,  NWT,  the  spring 
Whimbrel  flocks,  which  are  carefully 
scanned  for  Eskimo  Curlews,  never  material¬ 
ized,  again  probably  because  of  clear  condi¬ 
tions  (RP).  Partridge  Creek  farm  in  cen. 
Yukon  has  hosted  many  fine  rarities  over  the 
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years;  this  spring,  it  was  the  Territory’s  2nd 
documented  Marbled  Godwit,  which  fre¬ 
quented  the  farm’s  manure  pile  during  8-22 
May  (MB,  ph.  DB,  VB).  Good  numbers  of  mi¬ 
grant  shorebirds  were  at  s.  Lake  Laberge 
through  late  May,  with  a  high  count  of  800 
Pectoral  and  200  Semipalmated  Sandpipers 
15  May  (CE).  Two  early  Least  Sandpipers 
were  at  M’Clintock  Bay  15  Apr  (JM,  JJ).  A 
White-rumped  Sandpiper  at  s.  Lake  Laberge 
20  May  (CE)  provided  the  Yukon’s  only  re¬ 
port  for  the  season. 

GULLS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Two  ad.  Long-tailed  Jaegers  at  Watson  L.  24 
May  (vt.  PL)  provided  the  first  record  for  se. 
Yukon.  Two  ad.  Franklin’s  Gulls,  the  Yukon’s 
4th,  were  at  M’Clintock  Bay  19  May  (vt.  PL; 
ph.  CE;  ph.  BD).  A  second-year  Ring-billed 
Gull  at  the  Whitehorse  sewage  ponds  26  May 
(vt.  PL,  HG)  provided  the  season’s  only 
Yukon  report.  The  early  and  rapid  breakup  of 
the  Mackenzie  R.,  NWT  left  large  sheets  of  ice 
on  Seagull  1.  at  Norman  Wells;  on  30  May,  at 
least  three  pairs  of  Herring  Gulls  had  nests 
atop  these  ice  chunks,  nearly  5  m  above 
ground  level  (RP).  A  first-year  Thayer’s  Gull, 
rare  in  spring  in  s.  Yukon,  was  at  Whitehorse 
28  May  (ph.  CE).  Few  Glaucous-winged 
Gulls  made  it  to  the  Yukon  this  spring;  single 
first-year  birds  were  at  Whitehorse  6-14  May 
and  Judas  Cr.  17  May  (ph.  CE),  and  a  second- 
year  bird  was  in  Whitehorse  16-26  May  (ph. 
CE,  vt.  PL).  A  flock  of  88  Sabine’s  Gulls,  an 
unprecedented  number  in  the  Yukon  interior, 

I  was  a  striking  sight  at  Judas  Cr.,  Marsh  L.  25 
May  (ph.  CE;JH,  HG  et  al.). 

Mourning  Doves  were  reported  in  Ft. 
Smith,  NWT  this  May  (fide  SI),  and  a  single 
bird  was  in  Ft.  Simpson,  NWT  for  several  days 
in  late  May  as  well  (DT,  AN).  A  Boreal  Owl 
that  struck  a  window  in  Ft.  Simpson  4  Mar 
(NL)  did  not  survive;  another  was  seen  at  very 
close  range  in  the  town  campground  23  Mar 
(DS,  TW).  The  Ft.  Simpson  owl  survey  22  Apr 
detected  3  Boreal  Owls  this  year  (DT).  Two 
male  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  x  Red-breasted 
Sapsucker  hybrids  were  at  Shallow  Bay,  s. 
Yukon  25-26  Apr  (ph.  CE);  curiously,  the 
date  was  earlier  than  previously  recorded  for 
Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  but  later  than  the 
usual  window  for  vagrant  Red-breasted  Sap- 
suckers.  Migrant  Dusky  Flycatchers  were 
recorded  for  the  first  time  in  s.  Yukon  low¬ 
lands,  with  singles  banded  at  Teslin  20  May 
(ph.  BS)  and  at  Albert  Creek  Banding  Station, 
se.  Yukon  (hereafter,  Albert  Cr.)  14-20  May 
(TMK,  JJ);  also  noteworthy  was  a  record-early 
bird  singing  on  its  breeding  territory  at  White 
Mt.  7  May  (HG).  A  singing  Blue-headed  Vireo 
was  at  Albert  Cr.  23-25  May  (PL).  Warbling 
Vireos  were  early  this  year  in  s.  Yukon,  with 
singles  at  Teslin  8  May  (BS),  Whitehorse  10 
May  (ph.  CE),  M’Clintock  Bay  11  May  (CE), 
and  Albert  Cr.  12  May  (TMK). 


In  Northwest  Territories,  American  Crows 
were  reported  in  Ft.  Simpson  4  &  5  Apr,  at 
Trout  L.  ca.  8  Apr  (DD),  and  more  signifi¬ 
cantly,  at  Norman  Wells  21  May  for  the  first 
local  record  (DW,  RP).  A  pair  of  American 
Crows,  a  species  not  yet  confirmed  breeding 
in  the  Yukon,  was  behaving  very  territorially 
at  Watson  Lake  airport  18-24  May  (JJ;  vt. 
PL).  A  Winter  Wren  banded  at  Teslin  29  Apr 
(ph.  BS)  established  an  early  spring  Yukon 
record;  2  were  heard  singing  on  the  lower 
slopes  of  Montana  Mt.,  s.  Yukon  12  May 
(MW). 

In  Northwest  Territories,  only  2  Mountain 
Bluebirds  were  reported  this  spring:  one  n.  of 
Ft.  Providence  14  Apr  (NL,  PL)  and  one  at 
Norman  Wells  22  Apr  (NW,  JP).  An  amazing 
700  migrant  American  Robins  were  recorded 
at  Johnson’s  Crossing,  s.  Yukon  14  Apr  (JJ). 


This  photograph  shows  one  of  two  adult  Franklin's  Gulls 
present  at  M'Clintock  Bay  on  Marsh  Lake,  southern  Yukon 
19  May  2005;  these  birds  established  the  Yukon's  fourth 
record.  Photograph  by  Cameron  Eckert. 

Exceptional  numbers  of  Tennessee  Warblers 
were  seen  from  Albert  Cr.  e.  to  at  least  Con¬ 
tact  Cr.,  se.  Yukon  in  late  May  and  early  Jun 
(CE;  PL;  TMK;  GR,  TT);  the  species  was  also 
unusually  abundant  at  Norman  Wells  (DW). 
A  record-early  Orange-crowned  Warbler  was 
at  Shallow  Bay,  s.  Yukon  25  Apr  (CE).  The 
first  Magnolia  Warbler  of  the  season  was  re¬ 
ported  from  Albert  Cr.  25  May  (PL).  Oven- 
birds  were  found  well  w.  of  their  normal 
Yukon  range,  with  one  singing  right  on  the 
Yukon/British  Columbia  border  (along  the 
Alaska  Hwy.  1.8  km  w.  of  the  Irons  Creek  set¬ 
tlement)  and  another  singing  6.2  km  farther 
w.  into  British  Columbia  24  May  (PL);  a 
check  of  the  area  1  Jun  turned  up  5  singing 
males  in  mature  Trembling  Aspen  forest 
along  the  East  Cosh  Creek  Rd.  just  n.  of  the 
border  (ph.  CE).  At  Albert  Cr.,  the  banding 
station  lived  up  to  its  nickname  of  “The  Wil¬ 
son’s  Warbler  Factory”  with  a  one-day  total  of 
105  on  21  May  (TMK).  The  season’s  first 
Western  Tanager,  record  early,  was  at  Albert 
Cr.  12  May  (TMK). 

A  Le  Conte’s  Sparrow  at  Norman  Wells  23 
May  (DW)  was  well  n.  of  range;  however,  one 
was  also  seen  in  the  area  last  year.  An  early 
Swamp  Sparrow  was  at  Norman  Wells  3  May 
(DW).  A  White-throated  Sparrow  at  Inuvik, 
NWT  29  May  (vt.  IM)  was  n.  of  its  typical 


L  U  M  E 


N  U  M  B  E 


range.  Fox  Sparrows  put  on  a  strong  showing 
in  s.  Yukon,  with  142  banded  at  Albert  Cr.  24 
Apr-7  May  (TMK),  and  106  banded  at  Teslin 
during  the  same  period  (BS).  Its  been  about 
60  years  since  the  last  report  of  Sooty  Fox 
Sparrow  in  the  Yukon;  this  year,  5  males  and 
one  female  were  seen  at  treeline  along  the 
Haines  Rd.,  just  n.  of  the  British  Columbia 
border  30  May  (PL),  near  the  same  spot 
where  they  were  first  seen  so  many  years  ago. 
A  singing  first-year  male  Rose-breasted  Gros¬ 
beak,  well  w.  of  its  regular  range,  was  at  Al¬ 
bert  Cr.  25  May  (PL). 

A  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  was  at  Niven  L. 
in  Yellowknife,  NWT  (PD),  and  a  single  male 
was  in  Ft.  Simpson,  NWT  for  about  two 
weeks  in  late  May  (DT,  HP,  SC,  B&JM,  DN). 
Common  Grackles  were  seen  in  Ft.  Simpson, 
NWT  28  Apr-23  May  (DT),  and  at  Norman 
Wells  19  &  21  May  (DW;  RP).  The  Region’s 
mega-rarity  of  the  season  was  a  stunning 
male  Hooded  Oriole,  2500  km  beyond  its 
range,  which  appeared  at  a  Marsh  L.,  s.  Yukon 
suet  feeder  12  May  (ph.  DO,  JF,  SF,  EK,  JD, 
ph.  CE,  HG,  NM,  PS);  a  quick  call  and  the 
generosity  of  the  home  owners  Jim  &  Stevie 
Fordyce  allowed  numerous  birders  to  enjoy 
this  once-in-a-lifetime  Yukon  bird.  It  fre¬ 
quented  the  yard  for  about  four  days  until, 
sadly,  a  small  pile  of  black  and  yellow  feath¬ 
ers  was  found;  it  had  been  eaten,  apparently 
by  an  avian  predator. 

Redpoll  numbers  peaked  in  the  2nd  week 
of  Apr  along  the  Mackenzie  Valley,  NWT  with 
an  estimated  200  at  a  Ft.  Simpson  feeder 
(DT)  and  “hundreds”  at  feeders  in  Norman 
Wells  (RP);  Commons  outnumbered  Hoary 
Redpolls  by  an  estimated  10:1  at  this  time.  By 
the  last  week  of  Apr,  most  redpolls  and  Pine 
Grosbeaks  had  vacated  feeders  in  Dehcho  and 
Sahtu  regions  (DT,  RP);  flocks  of  up  to  25 
Evening  Grosbeaks  were  seen  in  Ft.  Simpson 
through  mid-Apr  (DT),  after  which  time  they 
too  seemed  to  disperse. 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold¬ 
face):  Lawrence  Aitken,  Danny  Allaire,  James 
Auld,  Jamie  Bastedo,  Olinto  Beaulieu,  Eric 
Betsaka,  Del  Berguie,  Michael  Berguie,  Vir¬ 
ginia  Berguie,  Steve  Catto,  Judy  Dabbs,  Den¬ 
nis  Deneron,  Boris  Dobrowolsky,  Claude  Du- 
Lac,  Libby  DuLac,  Patricia  Duncan,  Cameron 
Eckert,  Jim  Fordyce,  Stevie  Fordyce,  Helmut 
Griinberg,  Jim  Hawkings,  Jukka  Jantunen, 
Brian  Johns,  Elaine  Kimball,  Ken  Lambert, 
Nic  Larter,  Paul  E.  Lehman,  Nigel  Marven, 
Ben  &  Janice  McClelland,  Jeanette  McCrie, 
Ian  McDonald,  Ted  Murphy-Kelly,  Dinny 
Nimmo,  Andy  Norwegian,  Debbie  Osborne, 
Heather  Passmore,  Jim  Pope,  Richard  Popko, 
Gary  Rosenberg,  Stephen  Rowan,  Ben 
Schonewille,  Pamela  Sinclair,  Debra  Stip- 
donk,  Douglas  Tate  (NWT),  Thede  Tobish, 
Nathan  Watson,  Teresa  Watson,  Mary  Whit¬ 
ley,  Dave  Wilderspin.  © 
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March  ranged  from  mild  in  the  west 
to  cold  in  the  east,  but  by  late  in 
the  month,  warm  weather  covered 
the  entire  south  of  the  Region,  bringing  in  a 
flood  of  early  migrants.  April  and  May  were 
about  normal  temperature-wise,  with  little 
moisture  in  the  west,  most  of  which  came 
near  the  end  of  the  period.  Although  there 
were  many  highlights  in  the  form  of  waders, 
waterfowl  numbers,  and  assorted  rarities, 
the  overall  impression  was  of  a  lack  of  birds. 
In  Manitoba,  migrating  shorebirds  and 
passerines  (flycatchers,  Catharus  thrushes, 
warblers,  sparrows)  were  particularly  scarce, 
likely  reflecting  last  year’s  dismal  breeding 
season. 

GREBES  THROUGH  DIURNAL  RAPTORS 

An  Eared  Grebe  at  Pine  Coulee  Res.,  AB  30 
Mar  was  extremely  early  (TK).  Single  Snowy 
Egrets  were  at  Vonda,  SK  12  May  (fide  FR) 
and  at  Whitewater  Lake  W.M.A. ,  MB  25  May 
(JS,  LV).  Cattle  Egret  numbers  were  high  in 
s.  Manitoba,  with  peaks  of  24+  near  Mehta 
23  May  (BF  et  al.)  and  25+  at  Whitewater 
Lake  W.M.A.  25  May  (JS,  LV).  Four  were  at 
Rowatt,  SK  10-24  May  (VT,  DT,  m.ob.).  A 
probable  imm.  White  Ibis  was  seen  briefly 
near  Boissevain  25  May,  providing  Manitoba 
with  its  3rd  report  (JS,  LV).  Whitewater  Lake 
W.M.A.  hosted  up  to  2  Glossy  Ibis  24-25 


May  (KD,  AW,  m.ob.),  while  at  least  20 
White-faced  Ibis  were  there  25  May  (JS,  LV, 
m.ob.).  A  single  of  the  latter  species  at 
Saskatoon,  SK  15  May  was  a  first  for  the  city 
(fide  FR).  A  flock  of  65  Ross’s  Geese  near 
Stavely,  AB  2  May  was  noteworthy  (TK). 
Trumpeter  Swans  continue  to  make  inroads 
in  Manitoba,  with  3  at  Oak  Hammock  Marsh 
W.M.A.,  MB  13  May  (RK)  and  one  near  Al- 
tona  28-29  May  (HL,  AS).  Another  was  near 
Calgary,  AB  27  May  (TK).  About  2000  Tun¬ 
dra  Swans  gathered  near  Nanton,  AB  30  Mar 
(TK).  Male  Eurasian  Wigeons  were  at  Oak 
Hammock  Marsh  W.M.A.  24-30  Apr  (RA, 
m.ob.,  ph.  LdM)  and  at  Delta,  MB  6  May 
(ph.  FG).  At  least  46  in  total  were  reported 
in  Alberta,  where  the  species  is  increasingly 
common,  25  Feb+  (m.ob.).  A  male  American 
Wigeon  x  Mallard  hybrid  at  Clear  L.,  AB  13 
Mar  was  an  unusual  find  (ph.  TK).  Other 
notable  duck  reports  included  single  Cinna¬ 
mon  Teal  at  Cypress  L.,  SK  16  Apr  (AH),  at 
McTaggart,  SK  5  May  (VT,  DT),  and  at 
Saskatoon  7  May  (DS).  Concentrations  of 


Northern  Pintails  totaled  20,000  near  Nan- 
ton  30  Mar  (TK)  and  10,000+  at  Oak  Ham¬ 
mock  Marsh  W.M.A.  in  late  Apr  (m.ob.). 
Rare  were  a  Common  (Eurasian  Green¬ 
winged)  Teal  at  Clear  L.  29  Apr  (TK),  3  Har¬ 
lequin  Ducks  at  Tyvan,  SK  30  May  (BC,  VT, 
DT),  and  a  Long-tailed  Duck  at  Last  Moun¬ 
tain  Lake  Bird  Sanctuary,  SK  25  May  (DSa). 
Unusually  early  raptors  included  2  Ospreys 
at  McTaggart,  SK  27  Mar  (VT,  DT)  and  sin¬ 
gle  Swainson’s  Hawks  at  Swift  Current,  SK 
29  Mar  (RDu),  at  Windygates,  MB  29  Mar 
(AS,  DS),  at  Admiral,  SK  6  Apr  (MD),  and 
near  Weyburn,  SK  6  Apr  (VT).  Between  12 
Feb  and  16  May,  2667  Golden  Eagles  were 
tallied  at  the  Mt.  Lorette,  AB  hawkwatch. 
This  is  21%  below  the  long-term  average, 
despite  increased  coverage,  and  continues  a 
declining  trend  in  spring  totals  starting  in 
1996.  Very  few  imms.  were  seen  (PS  et  al.). 

RAILS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Early  Yellow  Rails  were  4  in  the  Tolstoi- 
Vita,  MB  area  23  Apr  (IW,  DD)  and  one  at 
Spruce  Siding  Road,  MB  3  May  (M.N.S.).  An 
estimated  50  were  in  the  Douglas,  MB  area 

24  May  (KD,  AW).  A  Sora  at  Ross,  MB  20 
Apr  was  also  very  early  (GB). 

Shorebird  numbers  and  variety  were  spot¬ 
ty  at  best.  Nickle  Dam,  SK  hosted  4  Black¬ 
necked  Stilts  14  Apr  (MB,  CB),  and  a  single 
was  at  Chaplin  L.,  SK  13  May  (GK).  A  flock 
of  500  Whimbrels  at  Rolling  Hills,  AB  11 
May  was  notable  (J&MM).  A  Long-billed 
Curlew  at  Brokenshell  Cr.,  SK  24  Apr  pro¬ 
vided  the  first  local  record  in  30  years  (MB, 
CB),  while  a  flock  of  10  near  Harris,  SK  12 
May  was  considered  large  (WD).  Hudsonian 
Godwits  were  more  common  than  usual  in 
Saskatchewan,  with  reports  between  17  Apr 
and  28  May  (GK,  SW,  m.ob.).  A  Western 
Sandpiper  at  Oak  Hammock  Marsh  W.M.A. 

25  Apr  was  not  only  accidental  in  spring  but 
also  very  early  (ph.  CA,  LV). 

Over  5000  California  Gulls  waited  out  in¬ 
clement  weather  at  Inglewood  Bird  Sanctu¬ 
ary,  AB  25  Mar  (TK).  Lone  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls  at  Inglewood  Bird  Sanctuary 
21-25  Mar  (BS,  m.ob.)  and  at  Saskatoon  13 
Apr  (RJ,  SSh,  RZ)  were  rare.  A  flock  of  22 
Sabine’s  Gulls  briefly  graced  Glenmore  Res., 
AB  30  May  (BS),  and  one  was  a  rare  visitor 
to  Valeport,  SK  the  same  day  (BL). 

Saskatoon’s  first  Eurasian  Collared-Dove 
made  a  brief  backyard  visit  29  May  (SH), 
while  Manitoba’s  first  known  breeding  oc¬ 
curred  at  Lyleton,  with  2  nearly-fledged  juvs. 
on  the  nest  31  May  (J&JM,  KD).  Caution 
is  warranted  in  reporting  this  species:  3 


\  For  the  first  time  ever,  near-daily  counts  were  made  at  the  Windygates  hawkwatch  site  in  the  Pembina  R.  valley  of  s. 
r\  Manitoba,  from  18  Mar  through  13  Apr.  Four  days' counts  were  in  the  10004  birds  range,  all  during  a  mild  spell  be¬ 
tween  29  Mar  and  3  Apr.  Bald  Eagles  totaled  901,  with  a  peak  of  147  on  29  Mar,  Red-tailed  Hawks  totaled  6546,  peaking  3 
Apr  at  1384,  and  61  Golden  Eagles  were  tallied,  with  the  20  Mar  count  of  16  being  highest.  Including  Turkey  Vulture,  14  di¬ 
urnal  raptor  species  were  reported  (A&DS,  m.ob.). 
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With  only  a  handful  of  spring  records  of  the  species  in  Manitoba,  this 
Western  Sandpiper  at  Oak  Hammock  Marsh  on  24  April  2005  was  not 
only  very  rare  but  also  extremely  early.  Photograph  by  Christian  Artuso. 


Streptopelia  doves  at  La  Bro- 
querie,  MB  in  Apr  proved  to  be 
local  escapees  (/ideJR).  North¬ 
ern  Hawk  Owls  near  Dafoe,  SK 
15  May  (MBl)  and  at  Winnipeg 
19  May  (fide  DM)  were  proba¬ 
bly  laggard  migrants.  The 
Northern  Pygmy-Owl  first 
found  at  Cold  L.  in  Nov  was 
seen  and  heard  again  19-27 
Mar  (DH,  fide  TH).  After  the 
major  incursion  of  Great  Gray 
Owls  last  winter,  none  was 
known  to  remain  and  breed  in 
the  traditional  boreal  forest  ar¬ 
eas  of  Manitoba  and 
Saskatchewan  (JD,  SH).  By  contrast,  Long¬ 
eared  and  Short-eared  Owls  were  plentiful  in 
the  farmland/parkland  region  of  Manitoba, 
e.g.,  23  of  the  latter  were  tallied  in  20  km  be¬ 
tween  Starbuck  and  Winnipeg  17  Apr  (CA, 
LV,  AW).  A  Vauxs  Swift  at  Mt.  Lorette  25  Apr 
may  have  been  record  early  (PS),  and  2  at 
Fish  Creek  PR,  AB  17  May  were  e.  of  their 
range  (TK).  A  Red-headed  Woodpecker  at 
Last  Mountain  Lake  Regional  Park  24  May 
was  a  rare  find  (RJ,  JSh,  SSh),  as  was  a  Red- 
bellied  Woodpecker  at  Kelvington,  SK 
24-26  May  ( fide  BL). 

PASSERINES 

A  Loggerhead  Shrike  at  Seven  Sisters  Falls, 
MB  7  May  (M.N.S.)  and  a  Black-billed  Mag¬ 
pie  at  Churchill,  MB  25  Apr  ( fide  BC)  were 
out  of  range.  Both  rare  and  early  was  a  West¬ 
ern  Bluebird  near  Longview, 

AB  6-8  Mar  (RB,  J&MM). 

Manitoba  Townsend’s  Solitaire 
reports  came  from  Brandon, 

Headingley,  and  Winnipeg  13 
Mar-14  Apr  (m.ob.);  another 
bird  was  at  Biggar,  SK  18  Apr 
(GW).  A  Wood  Thrush  at  Win¬ 
nipeg  7-8  May  was  seen  by 
many  (J&RK,  m.ob.).  Interest¬ 
ing  records  of  American  Pipits 
included  an  exceptionally  early 
bird  at  Winnipeg  9  Apr  (LV, 

AW)  and  unusually  large  flocks 
of  200+  at  Calgary  30  Apr  (TK) 
and  150  forced  down  by  rain  at 
Mt.  Lorette  10  May  (PS). 

The  only  highlights  of  the  warbler  migra¬ 
tion  were  a  good  wave  in  s.  Manitoba  24 
May  (m.ob.),  a  record-early  Magnolia  War¬ 
bler  at  Winnipeg  11  Apr  (RS),  and  a  Hooded 
Warbler  at  St.  Germain  10  May  (ph.  G&FC), 
about  the  13th  for  Manitoba.  A  Western 
Tanager  visited  Wascana  Park,  Regina,  SK  23 
May  (BL,  SW).  A  Field  Sparrow  occupied 
the  same  territory  as  last  year  at  the  Lauder 
Sandhills,  MB  (KD,  m.ob.).  Only  Saskatoon 
experienced  a  notable,  albeit  short,  migra¬ 
tion  of  White-throated  and  White-crowned 
Sparrows  7-12  May  (SH).  Lazuli  Bunting  re¬ 


ports  came  from  Altona,  MB  16  May  (MK) 
and  Ericksdale,  MB  about  18  May  (SS).  A 
Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finch  at  a  Poplar  River 
feeder  17-24  Mar  was  about  the  17th  for 
Manitoba  (ph.  MH).  A  Common  Redpoll  at 
Winnipeg  24  May  was  weeks  later  than  nor¬ 
mal  (GB).  Pine  Siskins  were  very  numerous 
in  s.  Manitoba.  Colorful  feeder  visitors  were 
a  male  Eurasian  Siskin  in  Winnipeg  13-24 
Mar  (ph.  MHu,  B&AH)  and  a  Eurasian 
Goldfinch  at  St.  Adolphe,  MB  10  May  (RD), 
both  presumably  escapees. 

Observers  (subregional  compilers  in  bold¬ 
face):  C.  Artuso,  R.  Austin,  M.  Bailey,  R.  Bar¬ 
clay,  C.  Bjorklund,  M.  Blom  (MBl),  G.  Budyk, 
B.  Cameron,  G.  &  F  Crow,  D.  Danyluk,  W. 
Davenport,  R.  DeCruyenaere,  K.  DeSmet,  L. 
de  March,  M.  Dudragne,  R.  Dudragne  (RDu), 


J.  Duncan,  B.  Frenz,  F  Greenslade,  A.  Hart¬ 
ley,  M.  Hindmarch,  T.  Hindmarch,  S.  Hous¬ 
ton,  B.  &  A.  Huebert,  M.  Huebert  (MHu),  D. 
Huget,  R.  Johanson,  J.  Koes,  R.  Koes,  T.  Ko- 
rolyk,  G.  Kratzig,  M.  Krueger,  H.  Lane,  B. 
Luterbach,  J.  &  M.  MacDonald,  D.  MacNeill, 
Manitoba  Naturalists  Society,  J.  <&r  J .  Murray, 
J.  Reimer,  F  Roy,  S.  Saunders,  D.  Sawatzky 
(DSa),  A.  Schritt,  D.  Schritt,  D.  Seven,  J. 
Shadick  (JSh),  S.  Shadick  (SSh),  P.  Sherring¬ 
ton,  R.  Staniforth,  B.  Storms,  J.  Swartz,  V. 
Thomas,  D.  Thomas,  L.  Veelma,  A.  Walleyn, 
G.  Wapple,  1.  Ward,  S.  Weir,  R.  Zuk.  £ 


In  an  otherwise  poor  spring  for  passerines  across  the  Prairie 
Provinces,  this  Hooded  Warbler  at  St.  Germain,  Manitoba  10 
May  2005  provided  a  nice  highlight.  Photograph  by  Fiona  Crow. 
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Following  the  trend  of  the  last  few 
years,  precipitation  levels  in  March 
and  April  were  very  low.  Very  little 
snow  remained  by  the  beginning  of  the  sea¬ 
son,  but  March  temperatures  were  cool. 
April  temperatures  were  above  average,  but 
May  was  cool  and  wet,  again  like  the  past 
few  years.  The  insect  hatch  was  late,  and 
peak  numbers  for  many  migrant  species 
were  unimpressive.  The  changeable  weather 
led  to  spurts  of  migration  followed  by  peri¬ 
ods  of  little  activity.  Late  holdovers  from  in¬ 
vading  winter  species  were  notable.  Several 
observers  noted  the  absence  or  diminished 
number  of  Black-capped  Chickadees,  possi¬ 
bly  related  to  West  Nile  virus. 

LOONS  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

A  Red-throated  Loon  10  May  in  Stanley, 
SD  provided  the  7th  report  for  the  state  and 
only  the  2nd  in  spring  (p.a.,  KM).  Com¬ 
mon  Loons  peaked  at  70  on  the  Missouri  R. 
at  Ft.  Peck,  MT  2  May  (CC).  Accidental  in 
w.  South  Dakota,  a  Snowy  Egret  was  in  Pen¬ 
nington  20  Apr  (p.a.,  MMM).  Northwest  of 
its  usual  range,  a  single  Snowy  Egret  at  Up¬ 
per  Souris  N.W.R.,  ND  14  May  furnished 
the  first  record  for  Renville  (DW).  Casual  in 


South  Dakota,  a  Yellow-crowned  Night- 
Heron  was  in  Sanborn  10-11  May  (p.a., 
RGR,  DC).  A  White  Ibis  was  photographed 
and  seen  by  many  16-25  Apr  in  Kidder,  ND 
(p.a.,  JJM,  DLR,  MA).  This  provided  the 
5th  report  for  the  state.  White-faced  Ibis  re¬ 
ports  from  w.  of  the  Missouri  R.  in  the 
Dakotas  are  on  the  increase;  a  single  15  Apr 
in  Hettinger,  ND  was  the  farthest  afield 

GPU. 


This  White  Ibis  in  Kidder  County,  North  Dakota  16-25  (here 
18)  April  2005  provided  the  fifth  report  for  the  state.  The 
expansion  of  Plegadis  ibis  through  the  continent's  center 
would  appear  to  be  followed  by  the  beginnings  of  a 
Eudocimus  invasion!  Photograph  by  Bob  Freeberg. 

Goose  migration  through  the  Region 
moved  quickly,  and  most  were  gone  by  1 
Apr.  A  Snow  Goose  seen  7  Mar  at  Freezeout 


L.,  MT  had  been  collared  in  nw.  Russia  in 
1994.  Schwitters  has  seen  this  twelve-year- 
old  bird  13  times  since  1995  (MS).  About 
the  17th  report  for  North  Dakota,  a  Brant 
was  in  Kidder  27  Mar  (RB).  Tundra  Swans 
peaked  at  15,000  on  24  Mar  at  Freezeout  L., 
MT,  and  a  family  group  of  3  Bewick’s  Swans 
was  noted  there  22  Mar  (MS).  Only  the  4th 
for  South  Dakota,  a  Eurasian  Wigeon  was  in 
Yankton  3-7  Apr  (p.a.,  RD,JC,  JSP,  DC).  A 
Eurasian  Wigeon  was  at  Ft.  Peck,  MT  21 
Mar  (CC),  and  a  single  at  Long  Lake 
N.W.R.,  ND  3  Apr  furnished  about  the  15th 
report  for  the  state  (p.a.,  CDE,  DNS,  HCT). 
Accidental  in  spring  in  North  Dakota,  single 
Surf  Scoters  were  at  the  Grand  Forks  La¬ 
goons  14  Apr  and  4  May  (p.a.,  EEF).  A 
Long-tailed  Duck  was  late  in  Morton,  ND 
1-6  May  (CDE). 

KITES  THROUGH  SH0REBIRDS 

Furnishing  the  5th  report  for  South  Dakota, 
a  Mississippi  Kite  was  in  Davison  16  May 
(p.a.,  JC,  DS).  Bald  Eagles  peaked  at  100  at 
Arrowwood  N.W.R.,  ND  29  Mar,  a  new  high 
for  the  state  (PRS).  The  nesting  population 
continues  to  expand,  and  this  year  an  occu¬ 
pied  nest  27  Mar  in  McHenry,  ND  provided 
a  county  first  (REM).  Nesting  Merlins  also 
continued  their  upward  trend  in  North 
Dakota,  with  at  least  four  pairs  in  Minot 
(REM)  and  a  territorial  pair  at  Icelandic  S.P. 
13  Apr  (DOL).  Providing  the  first  May 
record  for  the  state,  a  Gyrfalcon  was  in  Dick¬ 
ey,  ND  3  May  (PMK). 

Rare  and  local  in  ne.  Montana,  a  Yellow 
Rail  was  calling  near  Homestead  25  May 
(EM).  Casual  in  South  Dakota,  a  Common 
Moorhen  was  in  Union  18  May.  Four 
Whooping  Cranes  were  n.  of  Malta  the  first 
week  of  Apr  (p.a.,  CG,  DP);  the  species  is  ca¬ 
sual  in  Montana.  Snowy  Plovers  in  Lake  10- 
12  May  (p.a.,  JSP,  RFS)  and  Hughes,  SD  16 
May  (p.a.,  RDO,  KM)  provided  only  the  2nd 
and  3rd  reports  for  the  state.  The  8th  report 
for  North  Dakota,  a  Snowy  Plover  was  in 
Kidder  31  May-5  Jun  (p.a.,  KR).  Nine  May 
reports  of  Whimbrel  was  higher  than  usual 
for  spring.  Twenty-five  Red  Knots  pho¬ 
tographed  at  Long  Lake  N.W.R.  19  May  was 
an  unusually  high  count  for  the  Region 

(AV) .  An  American  Woodcock  was  early  9 
Mar  in  Hughes,  SD  (KM),  and  15  were  heard 
displaying  in  the  Pembina  Hills  of  North 
Dakota  13  Apr  (DOL). 

GULLS  THROUGH  WRENS 

Spring  reports  of  Glaucous  Gulls  seem  to  be 
on  the  increase.  At  least  5  were  in  cen.  North 
Dakota  21  Mar-1  Apr  (CDE,  HCT,  MAG). 
Two  Mar  reports  came  from  South  Dakota, 
and  a  single  was  at  Ft.  Peck,  MT  20-21  Mar 

(CC) .  A  potential  first  for  North  Dakota,  a 
first-year  Great  Black-backed  Gull  was  in 
Burleigh  22-25  Mar  (p.a.,  CDE,  DNS,  HCT). 
Only  the  2nd  spring  report  for  the  state,  a 
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This  Great  Black-backed  Gull  provided  the  long-awaited 
first  record  for  North  Dakota  at  the  Bismarck  Landfill  22 
(here)  through  25  March  2005.  Photograph  by  Ron  Martin. 


This  Arctic  Tern  (left)  at  Pierre,  South  Dakota  1 2  (here)  through  1 5  May  2005 
furnished  the  second  record  for  the  state.  Photograph  by  Doug  Backlund. 


Black-legged  Kittiwake  was  at  Garrison 
Dam,  ND  15-22  May  (p.a.,  RSL,  DME  DNS). 
The  2nd  report  for  South  Dakota,  an  Arctic 
Tern  was  photographed  in  Stanley  12-15 
May  (p.a.,  DB,  KM,  RDO,  DC). 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  were  reported 
from  15  South  Dakota  counties,  seven 
North  Dakota  counties,  and  three  Montana 
counties.  Constituting  the  4th  report  for 
North  Dakota,  a  White-winged  Dove  was  at 
Minot  20  May  (p.a.,  JK).  In  South  Dakota,  a 


Furnishing  the  eighth  report  for  North  Dakota,  this 
Snowy  Plover  was  in  Kidder  County  31  May  through 
5  June  (here)  2005;  two  other  state  records  also  come 
from  Kidder  County.  Photograph  by  PederSvingen. 

White-winged  Dove  was  reported  in  Apr 
from  Edmonds  (p.a.,  fide  DAT),  a  5th  report 
for  the  state.  Following  last  winter’s  two 
documented  sightings  of  Great  Gray  Owl  in 
North  Dakota,  an  injured  bird  was  found  14 
May  in  Grand  Forks  (p.a.,  EEF).  It  was  sent 
to  the  Minnesota  Raptor  Rehabilitation 
Center.  Three  Northern  Saw-whet  Owls 
were  calling  13  Apr  in  the  Pembina  Hills, 
ND  (DOL).  Nesting  is  suspected  but  not 
confirmed  in  this  area.  Sapsuckers  made  an 
early  showing  in  the  Dakotas.  Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers  were  in  Lisbon,  ND  29  Mar  (PL, 
REM)  and  in  Lake,  SD  5  Mar  (JSP).  A  Red- 
naped  Sapsucker  was  in  Lawrence,  SD  15 
Apr  (DGP). 

An  Eastern  Phoebe  singing  at  Medicine 


Lake  23-24  May  provided  the  7th  report  for 
Montana  (p.a.,  TR).  The  13th  report  for 
South  Dakota,  a  Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher 
was  noted  in  Bon  Homme  22  May  (p.a.,  RM). 
Following  a  fresh  fall  of  15-20  cm  of  snow 
near  Ashland,  MT  12  May,  up  to  20  Western 
and  Cassin’s  Kingbirds  were  seen  attending 
beehives  in  the  area  (JM). 

Casual  in  North  Dakota  away  from  the 
Badlands,  a  Violet-green  Swallow  was  in 
Morton  15  May  (p.a.,  HCT).  Rare  in  Mon¬ 
tana,  a  Purple  Martin  was  at  Medicine  Lake 
12  May  (SC).  The  latest  report  for  North 
Dakota,  a  Winter  Wren  was  in  Grand  Forks 
20  May  (EEF). 

THRUSHES  THROUGH  WEAVER  FINCHES 

Following  last  winters  invasion,  several  late 
Townsend’s  Solitaires  were  noted  in  the 
Dakotas.  Reports  included  2  May  at  J.  Clark 
Salyer  N.W.R.,  ND  (GAE),  22 
May  in  Hettinger,  ND  (JPL), 
and  18  May  in  Hughes,  SD 
(KM).  Providing  the  6th  and 
7th  reports  for  Montana, 

Wood  Thrushes  were  seen  28 
May  on  the  Tongue  R.  (p.a., 

JM)  and  30  May  at  Westby 
(p.a.,  TN).  On  the  heels  of  last 
winter’s  numbers  of  Varied 
Thrushes,  several  were  noted 
lingering  into  May  in  the 
Dakotas.  Singles  were  in 
Minot,  ND  4  May  (REM)  and 
in  Bismarck,  ND  8  May 
(CDE).  The  latest  was  an  indi¬ 
vidual  in  Lawrence,  SD  28 
May  (DGP).  Casual  in  Mon¬ 
tana,  a  Northern  Mockingbird 
was  at  Medicine  Lake  N.W.R.  18  May  (TR, 
JR,  EM).  Five  Northern  Mockingbird  reports 
in  North  Dakota  spanned  9-22  May.  Provid¬ 
ing  the  first  May  report  for  the  state,  a  Bo¬ 
hemian  Waxwing  was  in  Harding,  SD  14  May 
(CEM). 

The  warbler  migration  was  generally 
uninspiring,  but  at  nice  fallout  in  Minot,  ND 


21-22  May  produced,  among  18  species, 
250  Tennessee  Warblers,  150  Yellow  War¬ 
blers,  100  Blackpoll  Warblers,  and  4  Con¬ 
necticut  Warblers  (REM).  Furnishing  just 
the  8th  report  for  Montana,  a  Northern 
Parula  was  along  the  Tongue  R.  29  May 
(p.a.,  CB).  The  11th  report  for  North  Dako¬ 
ta,  a  Prothonotary  Warbler  was  in  Morton 
7-8  May  (p.a.,  DLR,  MA,  DNS).  Casual  in 
South  Dakota,  a  Worm-eating  Warbler  was 
banded  9  May  in  Brown  (p.a.,  DAT),  and  a 
Louisiana  Waterthrush  was  in  Lincoln  25 
May  (p.a.,  JC).  The  8th  record  for  Montana, 
a  Connecticut  Warbler  was  photographed  at 
Ft.  Peck  31  May  (p.a.,  SJD).  Casual  in  North 
Dakota,  MacGillivray’s  Warblers  were  in  Re¬ 
gent  18  May  (p.a.,  JPL)  and  in  Bismarck  22 
May  (p.a.,  CDE,  HCT).  Three  Hooded  War¬ 
blers  were  noted  in  Union,  Stanley,  and  Lin¬ 
coln,  SD  8-25  May  (p.a.,  JC,  KM). 


A  Chipping  Sparrow  was  unusual  5  Mar  in 
Gregory,  SD  (RM).  Continuing  the  trend  of 
the  past  few  years  in  the  Dakotas,  a 
Henslow’s  Sparrow  was  in  Miner  28-29  May 
(p.a.,  JSP,  DC,  JC).  A  wintering  or  early  Lin¬ 
coln’s  Sparrow  was  noted  in  Fall  River,  SD  1 1 
Mar  (JSP).  Casual  in  w.  South  Dakota,  a 
Northern  Cardinal  was  in  Meade  18  Apr 
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(EEM).  An  Eastern  Meadowlark  was  ne.  of 
its  typical  range  in  Hyde,  SD  17  Mar  (NS). 
Providing  the  first  May  report  for  North 
Dakota,  a  pair  of  Pine  Grosbeaks  was  noted 
at  Lake  Ilo  N.W.R.,  Dunn  15  May  (DMF). 
Pine  Siskins  nested  widely  in  North  Dakota 
after  several  down  years.  An  Evening  Gros¬ 
beak  was  late  23  May  in  Glasgow,  MT  (SD). 
Providing  the  first  record  for  South  Dakota,  a 
Eurasian  Tree  Sparrow  was  found  dead  near 
Huron,  Beadle  29  Apr  (p.a.,  RT).  The  speci¬ 
men  was  preserved  (DAT). 


Contributors  (state  editors  in  boldface): 
MONTANA:  Chris  Brown,  Charles  Carl¬ 
son,  Sean  Cross,  Steve  J.  Dinsmore,  Sandy 
Dungan,  Chad  Grote,  Elizabeth  Madden, 
Jeff  Marks,  Ted  Nordhagen,  Dwain  Prell- 
witz,  Jerry  Rodriguez,  Terresa  Rodriguez, 
Mike  Schwitters.  NORTH  DAKOTA:  Mar¬ 
lene  Anderson,  Rick  Bohn,  Corey  D.  Elling- 
son,  Gary  A.  Eslinger,  David  M.  Farmer,  Eve 
E.  Freeberg,  Mark  A.  Gonzalez,  Jon  Kerian, 
Paul  M.  Konrad,  Ross  J.  Lagasse,  Dave  O. 
Lambeth,  Jack  P  Lefor,  Paul  Lehman,  Ron  E. 


Martin,  Janelle  J.  Masters,  Kim  Risen,  Dan 

L.  Rogers,  Paulette  R.  Scherr,  Dan  N.  Svin- 
gen,  H.  Clark  Talkington,  Alan  Van  Nor¬ 
man,  David  Walsh.  SOUTH  DAKOTA: 
Doug  Backlund,  Jay  Carlisle,  Doug  Chap¬ 
man,  Roger  Dietrich,  Ron  Mabie,  Michael 

M.  Melius,  Charlie  E.  Miller,  Ernest  E. 
Miller,  Kenny  Miller,  Ricky  D.  Olson,  Jef¬ 
frey  S.  Palmer,  D.  George  Prisbe,  Bob 
Rogers,  Robert  E  Schenck,  Nancy  Showal- 
ter,  Dave  Swanson,  Dan  A.  Tallman,  Ryan 
Thompson. 


Worm-eating  Warbler  is  considered  casual  in  South  Dakota;  this  one 
was  banded  in  Aberdeen  9  May  2005.  Photograph  by  Dan  Tallman. 


Providing  an  eighth  record  for  Montana,  this  Connecticut  Warbler 
was  at  Fort  Peck,  Valley  County  31  May  2005;  the  most  recent 
prior  state  record  was  in  1995.  Photograph  by  Stephen  J.  Dinsmore. 


Following  a  three  season  hiatus,  the 
ABA’s  own  youth  hireling  teams,  the 
ABAJLeica  Tropicbirds,  will  once  again 
be  hitting  the  fields  in  two  of 


birding’s  premier  big  day 

competitions.  In  2006  two  teams,  comprised  of  four  enthusiastic  young  birders  each, 
will  represent  the  ABA,  with  the  generous  sponsorship  of  Leica  Sport  Optics,  at  the 
Great  Texas  Birding  Classic  and  the  New  Jersey  Audubon  World  Series  of  Birding. 
Creating  educational  opportunities  for  birders  is  a  high  priority  of  the  ABA,  but  we 
can’t  succeed  without  the  help  of  our  dedicated  members.  The  money  you  pledge  will 
help  develop  and  support  the  ABA’s  education  activities.  Please  support  your  Tropicbirds 

_ _ _  teams  today,  while  at  the  same  time  helping  to  raise 

v  ■  -v  &>irjn  mucfl  needed  funds  for  the  ABA ’s  education  programs. 


tuca 


, 


Team  Members 
Needed!  Now  is  the 
chance  for  you  to  experience 
the  excitement  of  a  national, 
all-out,  bird-or-bust,  24  hour 
bird-a-thon!  We  are  looking 
for  8  young  birders  (14-18 
years  old)  for  the  ABA/Leica 
Tropicbirds  teams. 

CALL  FOR  DETAILS! 


A  S  v  A  t  .  A  .  t  O  N  ^  Make  your  pledge  at  wyrw.americanbirding.orglybltropicbirds 

' 

For  more  ip formation  please  contact  Lori  Fujimoto  at  719-578-9703  x  237  or  email  lfujimoto@aba.org 
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This  was  a  spring  of  great  shorebird- 
ing,  a  dearth  of  warblers,  and  several 
genuinely  rare  birds.  Range  expan¬ 
sions,  particularly  northward,  seem  to  be  the 
norm — White-winged  Dove  and  Scissor- 
tailed  Flycatcher  could  be  called  flagship 
species  in  this  movement.  Some  southern 
and  southeastern  species  are  only  making  it 
into  southeastern  Oklahoma,  but  others, 
such  as  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  and  Northern 
Cardinal,  are  becoming  established  in  parts 
of  central  and  western  Nebraska.  There  were 
also  noteworthy  nestings  of  Piping  Plover, 
Black-necked  Stilt,  Vermilion  Flycatcher, 
and  Pine  Siskin  this  season.  The  drought  of 
the  past  few  years  has  taken  its  toll  on  marsh 
birds:  Least  Bittern,  King  Rail,  and  Common 
Gallinule  are  now  very  local  nesters,  and 
Eared  Grebe,  Western  Grebe,  and  California 
Gull  are  in  low  numbers,  particularly  in  Ne¬ 
braska. 

Abbreviations:  Hackberry  Flat  (blackberry 
Flat  W.M.A.,  Tillman,  OK);  Flarvard  Marsh 
(Harvard  W.P.A.,  Clay,  NE);  Hefner  (L. 
Hefner,  Oklahoma,  OK);  McConaughy  (L. 
McConaughy,  Keith,  NE);  Quivira  (Quivira 
N.W.R.,  Stafford,  KS);  Rainwater  Basin  (playa 
wetlands  in  s.-cen.  Nebraska);  Red  Slough 
(Red  Slough  W.M.A.,  McCurtain,  OK). 

LOONS  THROUGH  RAILS 

The  2-5  Pacific  Loons  wintering  at  Sequoy¬ 
ah,  OK  were  present  until  at  least  30  Apr 
(JWA);  another  Pacific  and  a  Common  Loon 
remained  as  late  as  27  May  in  Noble,  OK 
(JWA,  JL).  Very  rare  in  Kansas,  a  Red-necked 
Grebe  was  in  Johnson  1  May  (MC,  DS).  Few 
Western  Grebes  were  reported  this  season, 
but  5  were  as  far  e.  as  Knox,  NE  16  Apr 
(MB).  The  only  report  of  Clark’s  Grebe  was 
of  7  at  McConaughy  16  May  (SJD,  AB). 
Neotropic  Cormorants  were  limited  to  Okla¬ 
homa:  at  Hackberry  21  Apr  (BH)  and  25 
May  (2  birds;  JAG,  VF,  JW)  and  at  Hefner  21 
May  O^G);  at  Red  Slough,  where  they  are 
regular,  arrival  was  17  May  (DA,  BH,  MW). 
Surprises  were  single  Anhingas  in  Richard¬ 
son,  NE  30  Apr  (B&LP,  CNK),  furnishing 
the  state’s  4th  record,  and  in  Delaware,  OK 
14  May  (B&KG.JM). 

Outside  Red  Slough,  the  only  report  for 
Least  Bittern  was  of  2  in  Madison,  NE  31 
May  (MB);  populations  of  this  species  are  at 
a  lull  in  the  Region.  Unusual  was  a  Little 
Blue  Heron  in  Douglas,  NE  12  May  QTo). 
Still  quite  rare,  but  on  the  rise  Regionally,  up 
to  2  Glossy  Ibis  were  closely  observed  at 
Harvard  Marsh  15  Apr  (PDu)-26  May  QGJ, 
WRS,  RE);  they  showed  no  characters  sug¬ 
gestive  of  hybrid  derivation  QGJ,  WRS).  Up 
to  2  Glossies  were  observed  at  Hackberry  21 
Apr-21  May  (BH,  L&MT),  and  singles  were 
in  Fillmore,  NE  3  May  OQJ)  and  Clay,  NE  19 
May  QGJ).  Outside  normal  haunts  were 
White  Ibis  17  Apr  in  Oklahoma,  OK  (RHo) 


Southern 
Great  Plains 


and  in  Canadian,  OK  28  May  (possibly  the 
same  bird;  PG,  JV);  the  season’s  first  at  Red 
Slough  was  noted  4  Apr  (DA,  BH). 

A  belated  report  of  4  Black-bellied 
Whistling-Ducks  in  Lancaster,  NE  22-24 
May  2004  (PM)  would  furnish  only  the  4th 
documented  record  for  Nebraska.  Black-bel- 
lieds  began  arriving  at  Red  Slough  17  Apr, 
with  up  to  17  noted  by  24  May  (DA  et  al.). 
Other  Black-bellieds  were  found  in  Tulsa, 
OK  10  Apr  (FS)  and  Comanche,  OK  13-14 
May  (KM,  JT,  L&MT).  Somewhat  tardy  were 
26  Snow  Geese  in  Harlan,  NE  26  May 
(G&WH)  and  a  Ross’s  Goose  at  Mc¬ 
Conaughy  16  May  (SJD,  AB).  Outside  Ne¬ 
braska,  the  only  Trumpeter  Swans  noted 
were  2  in  Washington,  KS  11  Mar  (DT)  and  a 
somewhat  tardy  bird  in  Washington,  OK  4-6 
Apr  O&ME  et  al.).  Rare  in  Kansas,  4  Tundra 
Swans  were  at  Quivira  12  Mar  (MT,  JJo). 

Always  a  treat,  a  male  Eurasian  Wigeon 
was  in  Lincoln,  NE  7-13  Apr  (TJW);  it  was 
accompanied  by  an  unidentified  female 
wigeon.  Cinnamon  Teal  seemed  to  skip  Ok- 

— 


Joseph  A.  Grzybowski 

715  Elmwood  Drive 
Norman,  Oklahoma  72072 
(jgrzybowski@ucok.edu) 

W.  Ross  Silcock 

P.O.  Box  57 

Tabor,  Iowa  51673 

(silcock@rosssilcock.com) 
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lahoma  this  season,  but  15-20  were  in  Scotts 
Bluff ,  NE  9  Apr  (AK),  with  others  noted  e. 
to  the  Rainwater  Basin  (PDu,  JGJ).  Male 
Cinnamon  Teal  x  Blue-winged  Teal  hybrids 
were  in  Hall ,  NE  20-26  Mar  (PEL,  GSt)  and 
at  McConaughy  16  May  (SJD,  AB).  Indica¬ 
tive  of  peak  movement  times  were  the  50 
Greater  Scaup  in  Tulsa  15  Mar  (JL  et  al.)  and 
the  40  in  Sherman,  NE  19  Mar  (WRS,  TR, 
PK).  Kansas  hosted  3  Surf  Scoters  9-26  Mar 
(LJ,  BL,  HA),  and  one  was  in  Tulsa,  OK  4-25 
Mar  (EE,  m.ob.)-  Long-tailed  Ducks  were 
found  at  four  locations  in  Kansas  5  Mar-28 
May  ( fide  LM),  the  latter  an  extremely 
late  date  for  the  individual  in 
Doniphan  (LL).  Three  Long-taileds 
were  in  Tulsa,  OK  19-29  Mar  (LMc, 
m.ob.).  A  female  Hooded  Merganser 
with  9  young  in  Otoe  (L&CF)  con¬ 
firmed  only  the  2nd  breeding  record 
for  Nebraska  since  1915. 

Southern  vagrants  appear  to  have 
the  edge  these  days.  Among  them  were 
a  Black  Vulture  in  Cherokee,  KS  24  Mar 
(MR,  TC)  and  single  White-tailed 
Kites  in  Lancaster,  NE  17  Apr  (LE; 
only  the  4th  for  Nebraska)  and  Tulsa, 

OK  21  Apr  (RJ,  GK,  MK).  Mississippi 
Kites  returned  to  both  established 
breeding  sites  in  Keith  and  Webster,  NE 
in  May  (KS).  A  Peregrine  Falcon  in 
downtown  Fremont,  Dodge,  NE  22 
Mar  (JSt)  was  probably  a  migrant,  whereas 
one  in  Lincoln,  Lancaster,  NE  25  Mar  was 
likely  a  resident  (RE);  other  migrants  were 
noted  as  early  as  14  Mar  at  Red  Slough  (DA, 
DSt),  with  Hackberry  attracting  up  to  3  on  4 
May  QAG,  VF). 

Mixed  leks  of  Sharp-tailed  Grouse  and 
Greater  Prairie-Chickens  are  apparently  be¬ 
coming  more  common  in  the  s.  and  e. 
Sandhills  of  Nebraska,  with  some  hybrids 
noted  in  Knox  (MB)  and  McPherson  (TJW). 
Surprisingly  far  e.  was  an  apparently  pure 
Sharp-tailed  Grouse  in  Dixon,  NE  9  Apr 
(BFH).  The  number  of  Greater  Prairie- 
Chickens  in  the  e.  Rainwater  Basin,  where 
the  species  uses  non-native  habitats,  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  increasing  QGJ).  King  Rails 
were  reported  n.  to  Quivira,  where  a  sur¬ 
prising  10  were  found  14  May  (SS);  anoth¬ 
er  was  in  Stafford,  KS  29  Apr  (PJ).  Two  were 
at  Hackberry  21  Apr  (BH,  L&MT)  and  4 
May  QAG,  VF),  and  up  to  5  were  at  Red 
Slough  through  the  period  (DA,  BH).  Ap¬ 
parently  restricted  to  Red  Slough  this  sea¬ 
son  were  Common  Moorhens,  arriving  by  4 
Apr  (DA).  Quite  a  surprise  for  recent  times 
was  the  discovery  of  a  Virginia  Rail  with  up 
to  9  young  in  Tulsa  2  Apr-8  May  QL,  PS, 
m.ob.).  Easterly  for  Kansas  were  3  Sandhill 
Cranes  in  Johnson  17  Mar  (MG).  About  17 
Whooping  Cranes  were  reported  in  Kansas 
and  Nebraska  28  Mar- 14  Apr  (fide  LM,  fide 
WRS). 


SH0REBIRDS  THROUGH  TERNS 

The  season  brought  better-than-average 
numbers  of  shorebirds,  with  the  highest 
counts  coming  from  Nebraska.  Remarkable 
for  the  Region  were  the  613  Black-bellied 
Plovers  in  the  e.  Rainwater  Basin  18  May,  in¬ 
cluding  single-location  counts  of  207,  176, 
and  165  (PDu,  JGJ).  A  record-high  300 
Semipalmated  Plovers  was  at  Harvard  Marsh 
10  May  (PDu),  with  257  there  30  Apr  GGJ). 
Numbers  of  Snowy  Plovers  continue  to  in¬ 
crease;  a  remarkable  300+  were  at  Quivira  14 
May  (SS);  8  had  arrived  at  McConaughy  by 


16  May  (SJD,  AB).  Piping  Plovers  were  also 
much  in  evidence  this  season,  with  90+  at 
Quivira  30  Apr  (GF),  137  at  McConaughy 
16  May  (SJD,  AB),  and  19  at  Harvard  Marsh 
30  Apr  0GJ).  For  the  2nd  consecutive  year, 
a  Piping  nest  was  found  far  w.  at  L.  Minatare, 
Scotts  Bluff ;  the  female  of  this  pair  was  band¬ 
ed  in  Saskatchewan  as  a  nestling  in  2004 
(KD).  Four  Pipings  at  Quivira  16  Apr  (SS) 
and  singles  at  Hefner  30  Apr  QAG,  GK,  MK) 
and  in  Washington,  OK  4  May  (MD,J&ME) 
were  the  only  other  reports. 

The  number  of  Black-necked  Stilts  has 
continued  to  increase  at  Hackberry,  where 
over  20  pairs  were  noted  4  May  QAG,  VF). 
Six  in  the  e.  Rainwater  Basin  13-23  May 
GGJ)  and  2-6  more  at  Harvard  Marsh  18 
May  (EV)  had  nests  with  eggs  by  the  end  of 
the  period  GGJ.  PDu,  WRS).  Numbers  of 
American  Avocets  at  breeding  locations  are 
also  improving  Regionwide.  Whimbrel  re¬ 
ports  included  high  counts  of  70  at  Mc¬ 
Conaughy  16  May  (SJD,  AB)  and  34  in  the  e. 
Rainwater  Basin  18  May  GGJ).  Four  were  re¬ 
ported  from  Kansas  5-24  May  (fide  LM), 
with  up  to  4  at  Hackberry  21  Apr  (L&MT)- 
25  May  GAG,  VF,  JW)  and  15  in  Tulsa  14 
May  GWA).  Amazing  counts  of  migrant 
Long-billed  Curlews  from  Kansas  were  400+ 
in  Kearny  2  Apr  (MRa)  and  245  in  Finney 
25-28  Mar  (TS).  High  Hudsonian  Godwit 
counts  of  1139  in  the  e.  Rainwater  Basin  15- 
16  May  GGJ,  WRS)  and  1033  in  Seward,  NE 


20  May  GGJ)  were  equally  remarkable.  A 
record-early  Hudsonian  was  as  far  n.  as  An¬ 
telope,  NE  by  6  Apr  (MB);  4  were  at  Red 
Slough  by  4  Apr  (DA).  Marbled  Godwit  by 
contrast  posted  a  high  count  of  only  14 — in 
Ellsworth,  KS  28  Apr  (MR).  Eight  were  late 
in  Clay,  NE  22  May  GGJ,  WRS). 

A  count  of  104  Ruddy  Turnstones  noted  in 
the  e.  Rainwater  Basin  15-26  May  GGJ)  was 
very  high;  only  12  were  reported  from  Kansas 
30  Apr-26  May  (fide  LM).  High  shorebird 
numbers  usually  foretell  some  “zooties”;  this 
season’s  were  4  Red  Knots  in  Hamilton,  NE  18 
May  (EV)  and  a  surprising  2  Ruffs:  Ne¬ 
braska’s  5th,  an  apparent  male  in  basic 
plumage,  was  in  Clay  26  Mar  GGJ);  and 
a  female  was  in  Reno,  KS  5  May  (KK), 
one  of  fewer  than  10  Kansas  records. 
Other  outstanding  counts  for  the  Re¬ 
gion  were  193  Sanderlings  at  Mc¬ 
Conaughy  16  May  (SJD,  AB),  3300 
Semipalmated  Sandpipers  at  Harvard 
Marsh  30  Apr  (JGJ),  7000  White- 
rumped  Sandpipers  in  York,  NE  18-20 
May  GGJ),  and  6400  Baird’s  Sandpipers 
at  Harvard  Marsh  30  Apr  GGJ).  Buff¬ 
breasted  Sandpiper’s  numbers  aston¬ 
ished;  Joel  Jorgensen’s  surveys  3-24 
May  tallied  minimally  3457  in  the  e. 
Rainwater  Basin,  where  a  significant 
portion  of  the  world’s  population  fun¬ 
nels  through  a  two-county-wide  corri¬ 
dor.  Up  to  8  were  seen  as  far  w.  as  Hackberry 

4  May  (VF,  JAG).  The  89  Short-billed  Dow- 
itchers  in  the  e.  Rainwater  Basin  18  May  GGJ) 
and  26  w.  to  McConaughy  16  May  (SJD,  AB) 
were  unusual  counts  for  the  Region;  a  single 
was  in  Wagoner,  OK  14  May  GWA).  Ameri¬ 
can  Woodcock  continues  to  push  its  w.  limits 
in  Nebraska,  with  singles  in  Rock  2  Apr 
(CHa),  Antelope  3  &  13  Apr  (MB),  and  Hall  5 
May  (HH).  While  40  Red-necked  Phalaropes 
in  Logan  15  May  (SJD)  is  only  a  modest  num¬ 
ber  for  w.  Nebraska,  a  single  female  in  Wag¬ 
oner,  OK  14  May  GWA)  was  unusual  there. 

The  spring  gull  show  was  unremarkable 
by  recent  standards.  A  first-winter  Little  Gull 
in  Loup,  NE  15  May  (SJD)  and  an  ad.  Laugh¬ 
ing  Gull  in  Sequoyah,  OK  6  Mar  (BH)  were 
the  only  ones  of  their  species  reported.  Cali¬ 
fornia  Gulls  away  from  McConaughy  includ¬ 
ed  ads.  at  Hackberry  4  May  GAG)  and  Platte, 
NE  13  May  (B&LP),  plus  a  subad.  at  Hefner 

5  &  11  May  (PV,  JAG).  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gull  continues  to  consolidate  its  seasonal 
pattern  as  a  migrant:  singles  were  in  Lancast¬ 
er,  NE  26  Mar  (LE),  at  Omaha  20  Apr  GGJ), 
in  Mitchell,  KS  23  Mar  (PEL),  at  Hefner  11- 

21  May  GAG),  and  at  McConaughy  16  May 
(SJD,  AB).  An  ad.  Arctic  Tern  in  Morton,  KS 
12  May  was  a  major  rarity  (CH,  MT,  SP), 
only  the  2nd  for  the  state.  Very  early  Least 
Terns  were  noted  in  Pawnee,  OK  9  Apr  GWA, 
JSi)  and  at  Hastings,  NE  10  Apr  (PDu).  Good 
counts  of  Black  Terns  were  1200  at  Harvard 


This  second-summer  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  at  Lake  Hefner,  Oklahoma  County, 
Oklahoma  1 1  through  21  (here)  May  2005  represented  one  of  the  later  records  of 
this  expanding  species  in  the  Southern  Great  Plains.  Photograph  by  Pat  Velte. 
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Marsh  22  May  (WRS,  JGJ)  and  1000  in  Har¬ 
lan,  NE  the  same  day  (G&WH). 

DOVES  THROUGH  PIPITS 

White-winged  Doves,  such  as  the  2  in  Kear¬ 
ney  7  May  (KS),  are  still  rare  sights  in  Ne¬ 
braska,  but  there  are  now  several  towns  in 
Oklahoma  with  well-established  popula¬ 
tions  of  the  species.  Still  rare  in  the  Region, 
a  Common  Ground-Dove  was  noted  16 
Mar-6  Apr  at  Red  Slough  (DA).  Black-billed 
Cuckoos  seem  harder  to  come  by  in  recent 
times;  the  only  reports  come  from  Okla¬ 
homa  at  Tulsa  28  Apr  (JWA),  in 
Delaware  14  May  (BH,  JM),  and  in  El¬ 
lis  24  May  (DR).  The  only  Snowy  Owl 
that  lingered  into  the  spring  season 
was  in  Coffey,  KS  8  Jan-1  Mar  (LF, 

RM).  Nesting  Long-eared  Owls  were 
noted  in  Knox,  NE  20  May  (MB),  and 
5  downy  owlets  were  photographed  in 
Dundy,  NE  9  May  (TJW);  the  species  is 
a  very  local  nester  in  the  Region.  A 
Whip-poor-will  (of  uncertain  sub¬ 
species)  was  found  in  Dawes,  NE  20 
May  (EB);  an  individual  of  the  sub¬ 
species  arizonae  was  noted  in  2003  in 
nearby  Sioux,  NE,  the  only  other  Pan¬ 
handle  record  for  the  species.  A  Lewis’s 
Woodpecker  persisted  in  Cleveland, 

OK  until  5  May  (PF). 

The  Black  Phoebe  observed  in  Mc- 
Curtain,  OK  during  winter  remained 
until  23  Mar  (BH,  m.ob.).  Fallouts  of 
Neotropical  migrants  have  been  few  in  the 
past  several  seasons,  so  the  count  of  40-50 
Western  Wood-Pewees  in  Dawes,  NE  26  May 
(TJW)  was  noteworthy.  A  migrant  Cordiller- 
an  Flycatcher  was  studied  in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE 
14  May  (KD).  Quite  early  were  Say’s  Phoebes 
in  Cimarron,  OK  5-6  Mar  (MP)  and  Knox, 
NE  9  Apr  (MB).  At  an  isolated  breeding  out¬ 
post,  several  pairs  of  Vermilion  Flycatchers 
were  recorded  in  Cimarron,  OK;  they  had  ar¬ 
rived  by  3  Apr  (MBS).  Another  Vermilion 
was  a  surprise  in  Clark,  KS  21  Apr  (GP).  An 
Ash-throated  Flycatcher  13  Apr  in  Beaver, 
OK  (WH)  may  have  been  a  pioneer,  while 
one  in  Barber,  KS  23  Apr  ( fide  LM)  fit  a 
scanty  pattern  of  previous  sw.  Kansas  reports. 
Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers  were  observed  n.  to 
Omaha  5  May  (EB)  and  at  two  locations  in 
Lancaster,  NE  16  (2;  CT)  &  21  May  (JMe). 

A  male  White-eyed  Vireo  in  Sioux,  NE  18 
May  (SJD)  furnished  only  the  2nd  Panhan¬ 
dle  record;  a  Bell’s  Vireo  in  Kimball,  NE  17 
May  (SJD,  AB)  provided  a  first  county 
record.  Also  wandering  westward  were  sin¬ 
gle  Yellow-throated  Vireos  in  Finney,  KS  4 
May  (CO)  and  Holt,  NE  29  May  (MB,  DSg). 
Eighteen  Plumbeous  Vireos  in  Monroe 
Canyon,  Sioux,  NE  18  May  (SJD)  was  a  sig¬ 
nificant  observation.  Only  a  few  Philadel¬ 
phia  Vireos  were  reported:  in  McCurtain,  OK 
7  May  (BH),  at  Red  Slough  10  May  (DA), 


and  in  Douglas,  NE  24  May  (MB).  Cave 
Swallow  probably  nests  somewhere  in  Okla¬ 
homa;  an  ad.  and  a  juv.  were  noted  on  the 
Red  R.  in  McCurtain,  OK  31  May  (MW). 

Clark’s  Nutcrackers  were  still  counted  by 
the  dozen  in  Sioux,  NE  on  5  Mar  (WM);  also 
in  Sioux,  5  were  in  Monroe  Canyon  7  Mar 
(CNK),  one  in  Pants  Butte  Canyon  18  May 
(SJD),  and  8  in  Sowbelly  Canyon  20  May 
(GW,  EBa).  The  7  nutcrackers  in  Monroe 
Canyon  18  May  were  courting  and  building 
nests  (SJD),  only  the  3rd  instance  of  breed¬ 
ing  documented  in  Nebraska.  Fish  Crows 


This  nest  of  Long-eared  Owl  in  Dundy  County,  Nebraska  represented  a  rare  find  in 
the  Southern  Great  Plains.  This  species  apparently  nested  widely  throughout  the 
southern-central  portion  of  the  continent  in  2005,  probably  in  response  to  an 
abundance  of  prey  (and  abatement  of  drought).  Photograph  by  Larry  Williams. 

were  reported  in  numbers  in  ne.  Kansas,  in¬ 
cluding  a  kettle  of  17  in  Linn  7  May  (CH); 
one  was  in  the  same  county  2  Apr  (MM, 

GP),  and  another  was  in  Coffey  17  Apr 
(MG).  A  Mountain  Chickadee  wintering  in 
Scotts  Bluff,  NE  was  last  seen  1  Apr  (P&DD). 

Two  White-breasted  Nuthatches  far  w.  in 
Scotts  Bluff,  NE  16  Mar  were  of  the  e.  sub¬ 
species  (AK).  A  Rock  Wren  in  Stanton,  NE 
1  f  Apr  (WF)  was  e.  of  typical  range.  Rather 
early  was  a  House  Wren  in  Dodge,  NE  8  Apr 
(D&JP).  After  several  off  years,  migrant 
Swainson’s  Thrushes  appeared  to  be  more 
abundant  across  the  Region  this  season.  One 
in  Harlan,  NE  24  Apr  (G&WH)  was  early,  as 
was  a  Wood  Thrush  in  Richardson,  NE  20 
Apr  (CC).  A  Wood  Thrush  in  Comanche,  OK 
14  May  (JAG)  was  w  0f  usual  areas. 
Townsend’s  Solitaires  were  observed  e.  to 
Ellsworth,  KS  14  Mar  (MR)  and  Payne,  OK  9 
&  13  Apr  (TO,  PV,  TU).  The  long-staying 
(since  Oct  2002)  male  Curve-billed  Thrash¬ 
er  in  Sioux,  NE  continues;  this  season,  it  fed 
robin  and  grackle  nestlings  (LFr).  A 
Sprague’s  Pipit  at  Red  Slough  17  Mar  (DA, 

MW,  BS)  provided  one  of  few  local  records. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Warbler  migration  was  light  this  season.  A 
Blue-winged  Warbler  in  Sarpy,  NE  22  May 
(JTo)  and  one  w.  to  Morton,  KS  13  May  (MT, 

SP,  CH)  were  the  only  reports  of  this  rare 


species  from  those  states;  at  least  2  made  it  to 
Oklahoma  (fide  JM).  Single  Golden-winged 
and  Cape  May  Warblers  in  Washington,  OK  9 
May  (MP)  made  a  good  morning;  another 
Golden-winged  was  at  Red  Slough  10  May 
(DA).  Tennessee  Warblers  appeared  in  better 
numbers  this  spring  in  Nebraska,  but  it 
seems  to  be  getting  more  difficult  to  find  the 
normally  common  Nashville  Warbler.  A 
rather  rare  migrant  in  the  Region,  a  Virginia’s 
Warbler  was  in  Morton,  KS  12  May  (SP,  CH). 
Single  Chestnut-sided  Warblers  in  Co¬ 
manche,  OK  5  May  (JAG,  VF)  and  Loup,  NE 
15  May  (SJD,  B&LP,  LR,  RH)  were  w.  of 
usual  corridors.  Palm  Warblers  were 
reported  from  Nebraska  in  above-aver¬ 
age  numbers,  including  5  in  Sarpy,  NE 
5  May  (EB)  and  9  at  Red  Slough  3  May 
(DA,  BH,  MW).  Several  Bay-breasted 
Warblers  were  seen  in  McCurtain,  OK 
7-10  May  (BH,  DA,  EB),  and  one  was  a 
rarity  as  far  w.  as  Loup,  NE  15  May 
(SJD,  B&LP,  LR,  RH).  Blackpoll  War¬ 
blers  made  a  reasonable  showing  in  the 
Region,  with  30  reported  from  Nebras¬ 
ka  alone.  Any  Cerulean  Warbler 
records  are  noteworthy  these  days;  sin¬ 
gles  were  noted  at  two  locations  in 
LeFlore,  OK  17  Apr  (DR  et  al.)  and  5 
May  (BH),  in  Richardson,  NE  6  May 
(WRS,  PEL),  and  in  Sarpy,  NE  10  May 
(B&LP);  one  in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  14-16 
May  was  much  farther  n.  and  w.  than 
most  (NMV,  fide  AK).  Two  Ceruleans  each 
were  in  Douglas,  NE  16-21  May  (JTo,  CNK, 
PSw)  and  Leavenworth,  KS  7  &  14  May  (DF, 
JS).  Among  warblers  moving  westward  were 
2  Pine  Warblers  (now  established  in  Tulsa, 
OK)  in  Payne,  OK  2  Apr  (TO);  2  Northern 
Parulas  in  Woodward  17-30  May  (TO,  PS); 
and  3  Louisiana  Waterthrushes  were  in 
Woodward,  OK  17  May+  (TO,  PS).  A  Con¬ 
necticut  Warbler  in  Sarpy,  NE  13  May  (JTo, 
CNK)  was  the  only  one  reported. 

The  male  of  a  pair  of  Spotted  Towhees  seen 
21  May  in  Sarpy,  NE  (EB)  had  a  diluted  white 
spot  at  the  base  of  the  primaries  (WRS), 
which  suggests  introgression  with  Eastern 
Towhee  at  this  location.  Searches  for  Bach¬ 
man’s  Sparrows  in  Oklahoma  have  had  suc¬ 
cess  in  McCurtain  and  Pushmataha  (MHo), 
with  one  noted  in  Tulsa  16  May  (EE).  Search¬ 
es  also  located  single  Rufous-crowned  Spar¬ 
rows  23  Apr  in  Comanche  and  Barber,  KS  (fide 
LM),  where  the  species  apparently  summers. 
Nelsons  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  were  reported 
in  York,  NE  13  May  (12  birds;  MH)  and  Dixon, 
NE  15  May  (one  bird;  JJ).  A  Fox  Sparrow  in 
Garfield,  NE  14  May  (CNK,  B&LP)  and  a  Har¬ 
ris’s  Sparrow  in  Dixon,  NE  28  May  (JJ)  were 
both  quite  late.  A  small  group  of  10  Chestnut- 
collared  Longspurs  15  Apr  in  Cimarron,  OK 
(WH)  was  likewise  on  the  late  side. 

A  Northern  Cardinal  found  a  westerly 
home  in  Cheyenne,  NE  1  May  (AS),  only  the 
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2nd  report  for  the  county.  Westerly  were 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE 
12-14  May  (KD)  and  Alfalfa,  OK  19  May 
(AW),  while  Black-headed  Grosbeaks  were 
found  e.  to  Douglas,  NE  8-14  May  (DGu), 
Riley,  KS  11  May  (LJ),  Lancaster,  NE  13  May 
(RE),  and  Sedgwick,  KS  14  May  (PJ ,JB).  Less 
unusual  in  recent  years  are  easterly  Lazuli 
Buntings;  notable  this  season  were  s.  records 
from  Oklahoma  in  Washington  14  May  (BG) 
and  Wagoner  23-24  May  (SR,  SM).  Indigo 
Bunting  x  Lazuli  Bunting  hybrids,  not  un¬ 
common,  were  reported  from  Comanche,  OK 
(VF),  Dixon,  NE  (JJ),  Garden,  NE  (SJD,  AB), 
and  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  (KD).  Contrary  to  the 
usual  pattern  of  yearlings  arriving  later  in 
the  season,  a  first-year  male  (color-banded) 
Bobolink  arrived  early  on  20  Apr  in  Hull,  NE 
(DK).  Large  numbers  (up  to  144)  were  not¬ 
ed  later  in  the  season  in  Lincoln,  Butler, 
Custer,  and  Valley,  NE  (TJW). 

The  incursion  of  Pine  Grosbeaks  into  w. 
Kansas  during  the  winter  ended  with  a  male 
and  2  females  in  Grant  last  seen  15  Mar 
(KH).  Red  Crossbills  were  found  across  Ne¬ 
braska:  3  were  in  Lancaster  20  Mar-17  Apr 
(LE,  D&JP),  12  at  Kearney  10  Apr  (fide  LR, 
RH),  up  to  50  in  Scotts  Bluff  in  May  (AK,  KD, 
AR),  and  4  in  Kimball  17  May  (SJD,  AB). 
Among  the  last  reports  for  lingering  Com¬ 


mon  Redpolls  were  one  at  a  Garfield,  NE 
feeder  4-5  Mar  (LR,  RH)  and  3  in  Omaha 
through  6  Mar  (NR).  Pine  Siskins  were  car¬ 
rying  nest  material  in  Wheeler,  NE  19  Mar 
(LR,  RH)  and  Cass,  NE  26  Mar  (fide  RW), 
typical  early  dates  for  Regional  nesting, 
which  may  also  have  occurred  in  Kansas  this 
season  (fide  LM).  Of  note  for  being  the  only 
one  reported  was  an  Evening  Grosbeak  in 
Scotts  Bluff,  NE  15  May  (AR). 

Cited  observers  (state  editors  in  boldface): 
NEBRASKA:  Elaine  Bachel  (EBa),  Elliott 
Bedows,  Aaron  Brees,  Mark  Brogie,  Carol  Car¬ 
penter,  Kathy  DeLara,  Stephen  J.  Dinsmore, 
Phyllis  &  Dean  Drawbaugh,  Paul  Dunbar 
(PDu),  Rick  Eades,  Larry  Einemann,  Lau¬ 
rence  &  Carol  Falk,  William  Flack,  Lonnie 
Frimann  (LFr),  Dianne  Guinn  (DGu),  Mace 
Hack,  Carolyn  Hall  (CHa),  Robin  Harding, 
Glen  &  Wanda  Hoge,  Bill  E  Huser,  Jan  John¬ 
son,  Joel  G.  Jorgensen,  Alice  Kenitz,  Dan 
Kim,  Clem  N.  Klaphake,  Peter  Kondrashov, 
Paul  E.  Lehman,  Jeff  Meyer  (JMe),  Wayne 
Mollhoff,  Paul  Myers,  Barbara  &  Loren 
Padelford,  Don  &  Janis  Paseka,  Larry  Ran¬ 
dolph,  Neal  Ratzlaff,  Tommie  Rogers,  Alice 
Rumery,  Kent  Skaggs,  W.  Ross  Silcock,  Dave 
Stage  (DSg),  Audrey  Sterkel,  Greg  Stoiber 
(GSt),  Jon  Strong  (JSt),  Phil  Swanson  (PSw), 


Chris  Thody,  Jerry  Toll  (JTo),  Nora  Mae 
Vance,  Eric  Volden,  T.J.  Walker,  Gertrude 
Wood,  Rick  Wright.  KANSAS:  Henry 
Armknecht,  James  Barnes,  Ted  Cable,  Mike 
Cooper,  Dave  Fischer,  Lloyd  Fox,  Gregg 
Friesen,  Matt  Gearheart,  Kellye  Hayes,  Chris 
Hobbs,  Heidi  Hughes,  Pete  Janzen,  Lowell 
Johnson,  Janice  Jorgenson  (JJo),  Karl  Kosci- 
uch,  Betty  Leader,  Paul  E.  Lehman,  Larry 
Lade,  Ron  Marteney,  Mick  McHugh,  Lloyd 
Moore,  Chuck  Otte,  Sebastian  Patti,  Galen 
Pitman,  Mike  Rader,  Mike  Ramsey  (MRa), 
John  Schukman,  Scott  Seltman,  Tom  Shane, 
Dwight  Stanford,  Dan  Thalmann,  Max 
Thompson.  OKLAHOMA:  David  Arbour, 
James  W.  Arterburn,  Fern  Benefield,  Melinda 
Droege,  Eric  Edgar,  Josh  &  Melissa  Engelbert, 
Vic  Fazio,  Phil  Floyd,  Bonnie  Gall,  Pat  Garri¬ 
son,  Bill  &  Kelly  Godley,  Joesph  A.  Grzy- 
bowski,  Berlin  Heck,  Roger  Horn  (RHo), 
William  Howe,  Mark  Howery  (MHo),  Rebec¬ 
ca  John,  George  Kamp,  Marty  Kamp,  Jo  Loyd, 
Jeri  McMahon,  Lynn  McRill  (LMc),  Kurt 
Meisenzahl,  Steve  Metz,  Tim  O’Connell,  Mark 
Peterson,  Sandra  Raley,  Dan  Reinking,  Frank 
Sandford,  Pat  Seibert,  Bill  Shepherd,  Jerry 
Sisler  (JSi),  Don  Stoecker  (DSt),  Mary  Beth 
Stowe,  Lou  &  Mary  Truex,  Jack  Tyler,  Terri 
Underhill,  Jerry  Vanbebber,  Pat  Velte,  Mel 
White,  Ann  Wilber,  Jarek  Wroblewski.  £ 


P/ease  send  your  donations  to: 

Birders'  Exchange,  American  Birding  Association , 

720  West  Monument  Street ;  PO  Box  6599,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80934. 
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Birders  Exchange 


BIRDERS'  EXCHANGE  NEEDS  YOU! 


Assist  in  bird  conservation,  research, 
and  outreach  in  the  Neotropics  by 
donating  your  used  but  still  functional 
birding  equipment  to  Birders"  Exchange. 

We  collect  binoculars,  spotting  scopes,  neotropical 
field  guides,  and  backpacks  for  distribution  to 
research  and  education  organizations  in  the  Neo¬ 
tropics.  We  also  accept  financial  contributions  to 
support  the  program. 
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Spring  brought  below-average  precipi¬ 
tation  in  much  of  the  western  half  of 
the  state,  even  with  the  normal  severe 
spring  storms  on  the  High  Plains.  Condi¬ 
tions  were  closer  to  what  is  expected  farther 
east.  In  the  eastern  half  of  the  state,  migra¬ 
tion  appeared  to  be  typical  of  that  of  recent 
years.  There  were  a  few  strong  frontal  pas¬ 
sages  that  produced  spectacular  fallouts  of 
migrants  along  the  coast,  the  most  notable 
occurring  on  25  April.  A  significant  fallout 
of  shorebirds  and  passerines  occurred  in 
Austin  on  8  May.  June  Osborne  and  Tim 
Fennell  remarked  that  the  spring  migration 
had  a  more  eastern  component  than  usual 
through  the  Hill  Country.  Interestingly, 
western  species  were  well  represented  on 
the  Upper  Texas  Coast,  with  many  Western 
Tanagers,  Clay-colored  Sparrows,  Lark 
Sparrows,  and  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds  in 
particular. 

Out  west,  Hewetson  reported  that  song¬ 
bird  migration  through  all  of  northwestern 
Texas  was  wretched,  with  the  exceptions  of 
Tennessee  Warblers  and  the  cardinalids. 
Contopus  and  Empidonax  flycatchers,  vireos, 
thrushes,  warblers,  and  tanagers  were  low 
in  diversity  and  very  low  in  numbers.  Simi¬ 
larly,  the  Trans-Pecos  had  a  generally  lack¬ 
luster  migration,  with  dry  and  windy  weath¬ 
er  through  most  of  the  season. 

LOONS  THROUGH  VULTURES 

Three  Red-throated  Loons  at  L.  Texoma, 
Grayson  18  &  24  Mar  (BGi,  DHi)  were  the 
only  ones  reported.  Single  Pacific  Loons 
were  found  at  L.  Buchanan,  Llano  14  Mar 
(TFe),  L.  Tawakoni,  Van  Zandt  28  May 
(MWh),  Bolivar  Flats,  Galveston  23  Apr 
(CCo,  NBl  et  al.),  and  throughout  the  period 
at  Offat’s  Bayou,  Galveston  (m.ob.).  Least 
Grebes  continue  to  make  a  good  showing  on 
the  Upper  Texas  Coast,  with  birds  noted  at 
four  locations.  More  unexpected  was  a  Least 
Grebe  at  Lometa  Res.,  Lampasas  15  May 
(RKo).  Fifteen  Western  Grebes  were  noted 
14  Mar  at  L.  Buchanan,  Llano  (TFe),  where 
they  have  become  annual.  The  Brown  Booby 
at  Port  Aransas  from  the  winter  season  re¬ 
mained  through  at  least  4  Mar  (tm.ob).  A 
high  count  of  350  Northern  Gannets  was 
seen  from  Quintana,  Brazoria  6  Mar  (CBr, 
OBr).  An  impressive  1300  American  White 
Pelicans  were  migrating  over  Copperas 
Cove,  Coryell  15  Apr  (RKo).  Unusual  for 
Lubbock,  a  Neotropic  Cormorant  was  at 
Maxey  Park  6  Feb-3  Apr  (AH). 

Noteworthy  Tricolored  Herons  were  sin¬ 
gles  observed  at  Ft.  Hood,  Bell  29  Apr  (RKo, 
GE)  and  in  Lubbock  5  May  (CSt,  AH,  BW). 
A  White  Ibis  in  Lubbock  26-27  Apr  (ph. 
BW,  AH,  JST)  provided  a  first  record  for  the 
South  Plains.  A  single  Glossy  Ibis  was  at 
Hornsby  Bend,  Travis  26  Apr  (EC),  while 
another  Glossy  Ibis  was  at  Village  Creek 
Drying  Beds,  Tarrant  10  May  (GCo),  the 


only  inland  reports  of  this  species.  Three 
Black  Vultures  near  the  Rio  Grande  36  km 
n.  of  Presidio,  Presidio  9  Apr  (ML)  were  far¬ 
ther  upriver  than  is  usual. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  HAWKS 

A  single  Fulvous  Whistling-Duck  accompa¬ 
nied  a  Black-bellied  Whistling  Duck  in  Bra¬ 
zos  21  Apr  &  24  May  (KA);  3  Fulvous 
Whistling-Ducks  made  a  brief  appearance  at 
Hornsby  Bend,  Travis  11  May  (SBr,  EC).  A 
single  imm.  Tundra  Swan  remained  near 
Spur,  Dickens  until  15  Mar  (AH).  A  male 
Eurasian  Wigeon  in  Lubbock  3  Apr  (tAH, 
ph.  TS,  m.ob.)  provided  the  2nd  record  for 
the  South  Plains.  A  female  Redhead  with  8 
young  was  at  a  Ft.  Stockton,  Pecos  pond  18 
May  (ML,  JK)  for  a  rare  Regional  breeding 
record.  The  outstanding  duck  of  the  season 
was  a  first-year  male  King  Eider  found  at 
Bolivar  Flats,  Galveston  10  Apr-9  May  (tKF, 
m.ob.),  providing  the  2nd  documented 
record  for  the  state.  The  only  Black  Scoter 
reported  was  in  ne.  Aransas  Bay,  Aransas  17 
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May  (MDo,  MT).  Likewise,  there  was  only 
one  report  of  Long-tailed  Duck:  a  single  bird 
at  Bolivar  Flats,  Galveston  23  Apr  (CCo,  NBl 
et  al.).  A  pair  of  Hooded  Mergansers  in  s. 
Parker  lingered  until  at  least  12  May  (BFr), 
perhaps  an  indicator  of  local  breeding.  A 
small  pond  on  Padre  Island  N.S.,  Kleberg 
hosted  a  Masked  Duck  6  Mar-18  Apr 
(tMCo,  m.ob.). 

Confirmed  breeding  of  Swallow-tailed 
Kites  in  the  state  has  been  rare,  so  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  three  nests  in  nw.  Jasper  22 
May  (PHi)  was  exciting.  A  White¬ 
tailed  Kite  was  near  Utopia,  Uvalde 
20-25  Mar  (BR,  MHe),  while  another 
was  n.  of  Brackettville,  Kinney  17  Apr 
(TH).  A  White-tailed  Kite  also  put  in 
an  appearance  24  Apr  at  Rio  Bosque 
Wetlands  Park,  El  Paso  (JSp),  where 
the  species  has  appeared  sporadically 
since  2001.  Mississippi  Kites  were  de¬ 
tected  several  weeks  earlier  than  usual 
in  many  areas  across  the  state,  with  the 
earliest  individual  near  Houston  1  Mar 
(CWh).  Individuals  of  this  species 
were  also  noted  in  late  May  in  Bastrop , 
Williamson ,  Angelina,  and  Cass,  lead¬ 
ing  to  speculation  of  possible  nesting 
in  those  counties.  A  Bald  Eagle  nest  in 
w.  Bell  produced  a  single  fledging  by 
the  end  of  the  period  (RPi);  another 
nest  was  noted  in  Armstong  1  Apr  (BP) 
for  a  rare  Panhandle  occurrence.  Hold- 
erman  and  Hobson  conducted  a  raptor 
survey  in  the  cen.  Trans-Pecos  17  May 
and  noted  7  Northern  Harriers  still 
present  near  Valentine.  An  ad.  Northern 
Goshawk  was  observed  in  Garland,  Dallas 
21  Mar  (tMWh),  and  an  imm.  was  studied 
near  Pearsall,  Frio  26  Apr  (tMR).  Gray 
Hawks  were  present  at  known  locations  in 
Big  Bend  and  Ft.  Davis,  though  a  single  bird 
in  Alpine,  Brewster  2  May  (PSp)  was  more 
unusual.  A  Common  Black-Hawk  put  in  a 
rare  appearance  in  Lubbock  18  May  (DSh). 
A  Roadside  Hawk  present  at  Santa  Ana  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter  remained  until  9  Mar  (m.ob.). 
Single  out-of-range  Red-shouldered  Hawks 
were  seen  at  different  locations  in  Hardeman 
18  Mar  (AH,  AvH)  and  11  Apr  (SWe).  A 
species  rarely  detected  as  a  migrant  in  w. 
Texas,  a  Broad-winged  Hawk  was  at  Rio 
Grande  Village,  Big  Bend  28  Apr  (JD);  an¬ 
other  was  at  Ft.  Bliss,  El  Paso  28  May  (JPa). 
Light-morph  Short-tailed  Hawks,  or  possibly 
the  same  bird,  were  documented  near 
Utopia,  Uvalde  22  Apr  (tMH)  and  Lost 
Maples,  Bandera  29  Apr  (tCBe).  A  migrating 
Swainson’s  Hawk  in  Nacogdoches  1  May 
(MHW)  was  a  first  for  the  area  in  several 
years.  A  Ferruginous  Hawk  nw.  of  Alpine  17 
May  (JH,  DHo)  was  extremely  late. 

QUAIL  THROUGH  TERNS 

Gatnbels  Quail  were  reported  from  two  lo¬ 


cations  al  Big  Bend  N.P  during  May;  how¬ 
ever,  these  birds  may  have  come  from  the 
feral  population  at  Black  Gap.  More  exciting 
news  from  Big  Bend  was  the  rediscovery  of 
Montezuma  Quail  in  the  Chisos  Mts.  Hold- 
erman  noted  signs  of  the  quail  along  the 
South  Rim  during  survey  work  in  2004;  this 
spring,  Sorola  confirmed  2  males  14  May, 
and  2-3  males  were  in  the  same  area  28  May 
(ph.  DHo,  RS,  SSo).  These  birds  could  be  re¬ 
cent  colonists  from  Mexico  or  remnants 
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This  immature  male  King  Eider  lingered  at  Bolivar  Flats  and  East  Beach,  Galve¬ 
ston,  Texas  from  10  April  through  9  May  2005  (here  17  April),  providing  the  sec¬ 
ond  state  record.  Photograph  by  Erik  Breden. 


from  the  translocation  schemes  of  the 
1970s;  it  is  also  possible  that  a  small  popu¬ 
lation  of  this  secretive  species  has  always 
been  present  here. 

At  least  12  Black  Rails  were  heard  and 
seen  at  San  Bernard,  Matagorda  6  Apr  (CBr, 
JWi),  though  only  one  individual  could  be 
detected  a  week  later.  A  Purple  Gallinule  in 
McLennan  15  May  (AP,  J&rCP)  was  unusual 
there.  Eleven  Black-bellied  Plovers  on  Bel¬ 
ton  L.,  Bell  14  May  (RPi)  was  a  good  num¬ 
ber  for  cen.  Texas.  Four  American  Golden- 
Plovers  near  Sabinal,  Uvalde  25  Mar  (MHe) 
provided  a  rare  area  record.  A  single  Piping 
Plover  stopped  6-7  May  at  a  Swisher  playa 
(BiJ,  DSm),  where  the  species  is  considered 
accidental.  Mountain  Plovers  lingered  well 
into  the  spring  with  15  near  Tulia,  Swisher  5 
Mar-5  May  (JST)  and  2  at  the  Martinez 
Ranch,  Donley  23  Apr  (BP).  In  n.-cen. 
Texas,  Black-necked  Stilts  were  noted  as  mi¬ 
grants  in  Archer,  Delta,  Grayson,  and  Tar¬ 
rant,  where  the  species  is  usually  rare.  An 
amazing  count  of  5127  Whimbrels  at 
Anahuac  N.W.R.  21  Apr  (MaW,  SLe)  was 
taken  as  the  birds  flew  to  roost.  A  good  find 
for  Midland  was  a  single  Hudsonian  Godwit 
4-5  May  (BL).  Twenty-one  Marbled  God- 
wits  was  a  high  count  at  L.  Waco  13  Apr 


(FB,  EH),  while  26  near  Muleshoe  N.W.R. , 
Bailey  6  Mar  (MDL)  was  a  more  unusual 
count  locally.  Some  3500  White-rumped 
Sandpipers  on  a  single  pond  at  Brazoria 
N.W.R.,  Brazoria  28  May  made  an  impres¬ 
sive  sight  (CTL,  RW).  A  group  of  8  Short¬ 
billed  Dowitchers  was  noted  near  Crosby- 
ton,  Crosby  15  Apr  (AH),  providing  an 
infrequent  spring  record.  Breeding  evidence 
of  American  Woodcocks  in  cen.  Texas  is 
limited,  so  the  discovery  of  a  nest  with  one 
nestling  at  Ft.  Hood,  Bell  10  Mar  (ph. 
DSp)  was  significant.  A  late  woodcock 
was  at  Hornsby  Bend,  Travis  16-23 
Apr  (EC). 

Jaeger  sightings  were  sparse  this 
spring:  single  Pomarines  were  noted 
at  Folletts  L,  Galveston  9  Apr  (JSt)  and 
at  Sea  Rim,  Jefferson  26  Apr  (SCo, 
MR).  A  Laughing  Gull  was  found 
among  Franklin’s  Gulls  on  Belton  L., 
Bell  14  May  (RPi)  and  at  L.  Tawakoni, 
Rains  31  May  (RKi).  Two  Bonaparte’s 
Gulls  near  Vega,  Oldham  26  Mar  (SKe) 
represented  a  first  county  record.  An 
ad.  Herring  Gull  apparently  of  the 
subspecies  vegae  was  photographed 
along  Brazoria  beaches  8-14  Mar 
(RW).  Single  ad.  Thayers  Gulls  were 
at  Folletts  1.  10  Mar  (ph.  MAu)  and  at 
Elliott  Landfill,  Corpus  Christi,  Nue¬ 
ces  1  Apr  (WS,  MR).  An  ad.  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gull  at  the  L.  Livingston 
Dam,  Polk  17  Mar  (JF)  was  only  the 
3rd  for  the  Pineywoods  and  the  2nd  at 
this  location.  A  Glaucous  Gull  lin¬ 
gered  on  the  Upper  Texas  Coast  at  East 
Beach/Bolivar  Flats,  Galveston  until  13  May 
(SF,  WBu);  another  was  at  Elliott  Landfill, 
Corpus  Christi,  Nueces  28  Feb-early  Apr 
(MR).  A  puzzling  first-year  gull  at  Elliott 
Landfill,  Corpus  Christi,  Nueces  18  Mar- 
early  Apr  (ph.  MR,  WS)  appeared  to  be  a 
Kelp  Gull  or  hybrid  of  some  sort.  A  first- 
winter  Black-legged  Kittiwake  on  the  Rio 
Grande  at  the  San  Vicente  Crossing,  Big 
Bend  N.P  28  Mar  (ph.  GC)  furnished  a  first 
park  record;  the  handful  of  previous  Trans- 
Pecos  records  were  all  from  late  fall/winter, 
as  expected.  A  Common  Tern  and  a  Least 
Tern  at  White  River  L.,  Crosby  16  Apr  (AH), 
provided  rare  South  Plains  records. 

PIGEONS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Above-average  numbers  of  Black-billed 
Cuckoos  were  noted  along  the  coast,  with  at 
least  five  inland  locations  sharing  the  boun¬ 
ty.  In  El  Paso,  the  Rio  Grande  is  bordered  by 
a  security  fence  for  several  km,  with  only 
U.S.  Border  Patrol  officers  as  regular  visi¬ 
tors.  This  has  created  relatively  undisturbed 
conditions  for  Burrowing  Owls,  and  numer¬ 
ous  pairs  with  young  were  noted  in  Apr  and 
May  (BZ).  Four  Long-eared  Owls  lingered 
in  Oldham  until  3  Apr  (BP),  while  2  lingered 
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in  Potter  until  12  Apr  (RM).  Above-average 
numbers  of  Lesser  Nighthawks  were  seen 
on  the  Upper  Texas  Coast  this  spring.  A 
Common  Pauraque  was  calling  near  Utley, 
Bastrop  1-14  May  (BFr).  A  Chuck-will’s- 
widow  at  Lubbock  5  May  was  a  good  find 
(AH). 

Now  regular  visitors  to  the  state,  single 
Green  Violet-ears  were  in  Corpus  Christi, 
Nueces  19-20  Apr  (tJMc),  San  Saba  20-21 
Apr  (ph.,  tJBy),  and  South 
Padre  L,  Cameron  7-10  May 
(IScC,  BMc  et  al.).  The  2  win¬ 
tering  (and  banded)  Broad¬ 
billed  Hummingbirds  left  Hous¬ 
ton  10  &  12  Mar  (KK).  A  female 
White-eared  Hummingbird  was 
at  a  feeder  in  the  Davis  Mts.  27 
May+  (ph.,  tM&ME),  while  a 
territorial  Buff-bellied  Hum¬ 
mingbird  arrived  in  Sharpstown, 

Harris  16  Apr+  (DG).  Ruby- 
throated  Hummingbirds  were 
scarce  on  the  South  Plains,  with 
the  only  one  reported  at 
Muleshoe  N.W.R.,  Bailey  14  May 
(BBe  &  AH).  A  Broad-tailed 
Hummingbird  on  w.  Galveston 
I.,  Galveston  5  May  (JSt)  was  the 
latest  ever  for  the  Upper  Texas 
Coast.  A  very  late  female  Rufous 
Hummingbird  tarried  until  6  May  in  nw. 
Guadalupe  (MK,  SSc  et  al.).  An  ad.  male 
Allen’s  Hummingbird  near  Utopia,  Uvalde 
21  Mar  (MHe)  and  one  in  the  Davis  Mts. 
13-14  Mar  (M&ME)  represented  unusual 
spring  records. 

The  imm.  male  Elegant  Trogon  found  14 
Jan  at  Frontera  Audubon  in  Weslaco,  Hidal¬ 
go  continued  to  delight  birders  until  at  least 
5  May  ( fide  SKi).  A  pair  of  Ringed  Kingfish¬ 
ers  present  through  early  Mar  at  Hornsby 
Bend  showed  up  again  on  10  Apr  and  re¬ 
mained  through  the  period.  The  pair  was 
seen  hanging  around  a  steep  bank,  but  nest¬ 
ing  was  not  confirmed  (EC,  BSt).  Green 
Kingfishers  appeared  to  be  making  a  signif¬ 
icant  push  into  the  Pineywoods,  when  a 
nesting  pair  was  observed  5  Mar+  on  Spring 
Creek,  Montgomery  (MH,  J&GT  et  al.);  the 
species  was  documented  along  the  same 
creek  in  2000.  A  pair  of  Green  Kingfishers 
was  observed  flying  into  a  hole  in  a  canal 
bank  in  Sam  Houston  S.E,  Walker  31  May 
(JWa,  EP,  KeB).  A  Red-headed  Woodpecker 
at  Muleshoe  N.W.R.,  Bailey  21  May  (BBe) 
was  well  over  160  km  w.  of  its  normal 
haunts  in  the  Region.  A  Red-bellied  Wood¬ 


pecker  at  Mitchell  L.  6  Mar  (SH)  was  a  good 
find  for  San  Antonio,  while  one  at  Thomp¬ 
son  Grove,  Dallam  3  Apr  was  more  unex¬ 
pected. 

First  found  in  Oct,  the  Downy  Wood¬ 
pecker  at  Ft.  Bliss,  El  Paso  was  seen  again 
21-28  Apr  (BZ,  SB,  LM).  Pileated  Wood¬ 
pecker  is  considered  rare  in  all  seasons  in 
n.-cen.  Texas,  so  one  seen  in  Grayson  21-25 
Apr  (WM)  and  another  heard  at  the  banding 


station  of  Heard  Natural  Science  Museum, 
McKinney,  Collin  31  Mar  (MDu)  represent¬ 
ed  noteworthy  records. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  RAVENS 

A  Greater  Pewee  present  at  Progresso 
Lakes,  Hidalgo  2-3  Mar  (tJD,  tPD)  fur¬ 
nished  just  the  2nd  record  for  the  Lower  Rio 
Grande  Valley.  A  very  late  Eastern  Wood-Pe- 
wee  was  seen  in  Dewitt  31  May  (DMu).  Sin¬ 
gle  Yellow-bellied  Flycatchers  at  Seabrook, 
Harris  and  w.  Galveston  1.  23  Apr  were  the 
earliest  ever  for  the  Upper  Texas  Coast  (JSt). 
The  wintering  Cordilleran  Flycatcher  near 
Pearsall,  Frio  was  last  seen  24  Mar  (MR). 
For  the  7th  consecutive  year,  Buff-breasted 
Flycatchers  returned  to  the  Davis  Moun¬ 
tains  Preserve,  Jeff  Davis  14  Apr+  (JK);  a 
nest  was  discovered  8  May  (tKBr,  ML).  An¬ 
other  singing  male  was  reported  from  a 
nearby  canyon  1  May  (JG,  JD)  but  could  not 
be  relocated  later.  Up  to  six  pairs  of  Vermil¬ 
ion  Flycatchers  were  on  territory  in  w.  Bell 
and  e.  Burnet  this  spring,  with  fledglings 
confirmed  in  Bell  22  May  (RPi).  The  Dusky- 
capped  Flycatcher  present  along  Cannon 
Rd.,  Hidalgo  from  the  winter  lingered  until 


28  Mar  (TFu).  A  Great  Kiskadee  was  in 
Midland  13  &  20  Apr  (D&JMe),  while  one 
was  in  nw.  Guadalupe  19  Apr  (EJ).  Two 
Couch’s  Kingbirds  seen  building  a  nest  5-1 5 
May  near  Damon,  Brazoria  represented  a 
first  nesting  record  for  the  Upper  Texas 
Coast  (RW,  CBr,  ph.  MLi).  Rare  for  the  Ed¬ 
wards  Plateau  were  2  migrant  Cassin’s  King¬ 
birds  at  Kickapoo  Cavern,  Kinney  11  May 
(ML).  Single  Western  Kingbirds  at  Ryan  L., 
Angelina  2  Apr  (NBi,  LDe)  and 
Rusk  15  May  (WBo,  PHa)  were 
noteworthy  for  East  Texas,  while 
an  Eastern  Kingbird  near  Ft. 
Davis,  Jeff  Davis  28  Apr  (PSz) 
was  a  good  find  for  West  Texas. 

A  Black-capped  Vireo  at  Dal¬ 
las  Audubon’s  Cedar  Ridge  Pre¬ 
serve,  Dallas  12-26  Apr  (MM  et 
al.)  provided  the  first  county 
record  since  1994.  Reports  of 
Hutton’s  Vireos  continue  to 
mount  in  the  Hill  Country.  A 
probable  breeding  pair  was  at 
the  Estrella  Ranch,  Uvalde  18 
Mar  (DMu),  and  a  pair  was  ob¬ 
served  building  a  nest  near  Gar¬ 
ner  S.P.,  Uvalde  29  Apr  (DMu, 
BBe,  TG).  An  apparent  Cassin’s 
Vireo  was  photographed  on  w. 
Galveston  1.  8  May  (STa).  A  lin¬ 
gering  Blue-headed  Vireo  in  Nacogdoches  16 
May  established  a  new  late  date  for  the 
Pineywoods,  while  one  at  Packery  Channel, 
Corpus  Christi  30  May  (AC,  MCo)  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  late.  Seven  Philadelphia  Vireos 
were  tallied  by  Muschalek  in  Dewitt  9  May; 
a  late  one  was  at  Port  Aransas,  Nueces  30 
May  (ph.  WS).  A  Red-eyed  Vireo  in  Nacog¬ 
doches  18  Mar  (JF,  RTr,  DW)  established  a 
new  early  arrival  date  for  the  Pineywoods. 
Single  Yellow-green  Vireos  were  at  Port  O’¬ 
Connor,  Calhoun  24  Apr-7  May  (PH,  BFr), 
Port  Aransas,  Nueces  28  Apr  (MCo,  AC), 
and  the  Sabal  Palm  Sanctuary,  Cameron  5 
May+  (JiP,  m.ob.).  A  Black-whiskered  Vireo 
found  at  Sabine  Woods,  Jefferson  24  Apr  re¬ 
mained  until  27  May  (tMAu,  CB  et  al.).  Up 
to  8  Tamaulipas  Crows  were  present  in 
Brownsville,  Cameron  17  Mar+  (JO,  JA, 
tDB).  A  Fish  Crow  at  Hagerman  N.W.R., 
Grayson  21-25  Apr  was  a  first  for  the  refuge 
(WM).  Common  Ravens  pushed  eastward:  a 
pair  was  observed  building  a  nest  in  nw. 
Guadalupe  17-28  Mar  (EJ,  NBa),  and  2  were 
in  e.  Coryell  7  May  (RKo,  S&CSu). 

SWALLOWS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

A  Purple  Martin  at  Ft.  Hancock  25  Apr  (SB, 
LM)  was  the  4th  for  Hudspeth.  The  number 
of  nesting  locations  of  Tree  Swallow  in  cen. 
and  e.  Texas  continues  to  grow:  up  to  20 
were  around  nest  boxes  at  Purtis  Creek  S.P, 
Henderson  20  Apr  (RKi).  A  concentration  of 
500  Tree  Swallows  at  Balmorhea  L.,  Reeves 


One  of  the  best  finds  of  the  spring  was  a  male  Red-breasted  Sapsucker  at  the  Lawrence  E.  Woods  Picnic  Area  in  the 
J  /  l  Davis  Mts.,  Jeff  Davis  10-28  Mar  (tSCo,  ph.  MR,  m.ob.).  Black  bases  to  the  lower  breast  feathers  suggest  the  s.  sub¬ 
species  daggetti.  The  bird  was  unobtrusive  and  could  be  hard  to  locate,  but  once  found  it  permitted  excellent  views.  Careful 
study  of  the  bird  in  the  field  and  from  photographs  revealed  no  signs  of  hybrid  derivation.  Surprisingly,  this  constitutes  the 
2nd  Trans-Pecos  and  3rd  Texas  record  for  the  species. 


Black-whiskered  Vireo  has  become  an  annual  visitor  to  the  Upper  Texas  Coast  in  recent  years.  In 
2005,  one  remained  at  Sabine  Woods,  Jefferson  County  from  24  (here  28)  April  through  27  May, 
a  remarkably  long  stay.  Photograph  by  Lynn  Barber. 
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12  Mar  (ML)  was  an  impressive  count  for 
the  Trans-Pecos.  A  Violet-green  Swallow  at 
Beaumont,  Jefferson  29  Apr  (tJMu)  was  a 
Upper  Texas  Coast  first.  Continuing  their 
march  northward,  42  Cave  Swallows  were 
found  near  Justiceburg,  Garza  17  Apr  (AH, 
AvH),  and  2  were  in  Palo  Pinto  22  Mar 
(BFr).  A  juv.  Cave  Swallow  at  L.  Tawakoni, 
Rains  28  May  (MWh)  suggested  local  nest¬ 
ing.  A  Carolina  Chickadee  at  Afton,  Dickens 
27  Mar  (MRi,  STo)  was  just  w.  of  expected 
range.  A  pair  of  nesting  Bushtits  in  Amaril¬ 
lo,  Randall  12  Apr  (BP)  may  be  a  first  for  the 
city.  After  the  winter  influx,  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  lingered  in  many  areas  of  the 
state,  including  a  very  late  bird 
near  Junction,  Kimble  15  May 
(NBa).  Late  wrens  included  3 
House  Wrens  in  Hood  13  May 
(BFr)  and  a  Sedge  Wren  at  Kick- 
apoo  Cavern,  Kinney  11  May 
(ML).  A  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  lin¬ 
gered  at  Quintana,  Brazoria  until 
11  May  (CBrJWi). 

Eight  Western  Bluebirds  at  L. 
Tanglewood,  Randall  26  Mar  (BP) 
represented  a  high  count  for  the 
location.  A  window-killed  Orange¬ 
billed  Nightingale-Thrush  recov¬ 
ered  on  28  May  2004  in  Edinburg, 

Hidalgo  was  recently  identified 
( fide  SCa,  DD;  ^Louisiana  State 
University  Museum  of  Natural  Sci¬ 
ence).  Some  18  reports  of  Veery, 
the  majority  between  7-9  May, 
were  scattered  across  Bastrop ,  Bell , 

Coryell,  Guadalupe,  Karnes,  and 
Travis — a  very  large  number  of  re¬ 
ports  of  this  normally  scarce  mi¬ 
grant.  One  at  Lubbock  8  May  (AH)  was  es¬ 
pecially  noteworthy.  Gray-cheeked 
Thrushes  were  also  noted  in  high  numbers 
in  the  Central  Prairies;  singles  at  Lubbock 
(AH)  and  Utopia,  Uvalde  10  May  (MHe) 
were  nice  finds.  Six  Wood  Thrushes  in  Bell 
20  Apr  (SSu)  was  an  impressive  count.  The 
long-staying  Clay-colored  Robin  at  Lake 
Jackson,  Brazoria  continued  through  the 
season,  while  the  one  at  Big  Bend  was  last 
reported  2  Apr  (DO,  COJ).  The  White- 
throated  Robin  in  Weslaco,  Hidalgo  stayed 
until  23  Mar  (fide  SKi).  An  apparent  breed¬ 
ing  pair  of  American  Robins  was  present  at 
Quintana,  Brazoria  from  late  Apr+  (JA  et 
al.).  Late  Sage  Thrashers  included  singles  at 
White  River  L.,  Crosby  15  Apr  (AH,  AvH) 
and  near  Bootleg,  Briscoe  20  Apr  (JST).  The 
Blue  Mockingbird  sporadically  seen  in 
Pharr,  Hidalgo  surfaced  again  14-26  Mar 
(AW,  LB  et  al.).  Two  Spragues  Pipits  at  Tem¬ 
ple,  Bell  27  Apr,  with  one  bird  remaining 
through  4  May  (RPi),  were  incredibly  late. 

One  of  the  top  finds  of  the  season  was  an 
Olive  Warbler  at  the  Davis  Mountains  Pre¬ 
serve,  Jeff  Davis  28-30  May  (tSCo,  ph., 


tMR  et  al.),  providing  the  7th  record  for  the 
state.  Westward-wandering  Golden-winged 
Warblers  included  singles  at  Junction,  Kim¬ 
ble  12  May  (RH)  and  El  Paso  14  May  (LW). 
Tennessee  Warblers  made  an  exceptional 
showing  in  the  Panhandle  and  South 
Plains:  7  were  found  16  Apr-14  May.  A  Ten¬ 
nessee  Warbler  on  w.  Galveston  I.  28  May 
(JSt)  was  very  late.  A  Lucy’s  Warbler  made 
a  rare  appearance  in  El  Paso  2  May  (BZ).  A 
pair  of  Tropical  Parulas  at  Hamilton  Pool, 
Travis  11  May+  (SLo,  RKa)  was  well  away 
from  known  nesting  areas.  Continuing  sur¬ 
veys  in  the  mangroves  surrounding  the 
South  Bay  of  the  Laguna  Madre  have  re¬ 


vealed  the  presence  of  at  least  15  territorial 
male  Mangrove  Warblers  (tScC  et  al.).  As 
only  a  small  portion  of  the  available  habitat 
has  been  surveyed,  it  is  believed  that  the 
birds  found  represented  only  a  fraction  of  a 
sizable  population.  Chestnut-sided  War¬ 
blers  of  note  included  singles  at  Kickapoo 
Cavern,  Kinney  11  May  (ML)  and  Buffalo 
Lake  N.W.R.,  Randall  28  May  (KS).  Two 
Magnolia  Warblers  at  Buffalo  Lake  N.W.R. 
14  May  (KS)  were  unusual  for  the  Panhan¬ 
dle.  A  Cape  May  Warbler  along  the  South 
Llano  R.,  Kimble  10  May  (ph.  BrB)  provid¬ 
ed  the  2nd  documented  record  of  the 
species  in  the  Hill  Country.  A  well-de¬ 
scribed  Golden-cheeked  Warbler  was  dis¬ 
covered  at  Bentsen,  Hidalgo  16  Mar  (tRSn). 
A  female  Hermit  Warbler  at  Packery  Chan¬ 
nel,  Nueces  1  May  (SCo,  ph.  MR)  was  an 
unexpected  county  first.  A  Yellow-throated 
Warbler  was  a  good  find  at  Lubbock,  Lub¬ 
bock  10-11  Apr  (PK),  but  even  more  sur¬ 
prising  was  a  singing  male  at  the  Davis 
Mountains  Preserve,  Jeff  Davis  28  May+ 
(PR,  DVo).  A  late  Palm  Warbler  was  on  w. 
Galveston  1.17  May  (JSt). 


A  very  early  Blackpoll  Warbler  made 
news  at  High  L,  Galveston  11  Apr  (WBu), 
while  others  of  note  included  a  remarkable 
6  at  Atlanta  S.R,  Cass  10  May  (MDi)  and 
one  at  Buffalo  Lake  N.W.R.  14-16  May 
(KS).  Unusual  was  a  Prothonotary  Warbler 
at  Rio  Grande  Village,  Brewster  28  Apr 
(B&JH),  and  Fennell  discovered  at  least 
eight  territories  in  the  San  Gabriel  R.  sys¬ 
tem,  Williamson,  expanding  the  known 
breeding  range  to  the  west.  A  Worm-eating 
Warbler  at  Lubbock  19  Apr  (DSt)  provided 
a  rare  South  Plains  record,  while  one  at 
Quintana,  Brazoria  20  May  (RW)  was  late. 
An  early  Ovenbird  was  at  High  I.  25  Mar 
(DVe).  A  female  Kentucky  War¬ 
bler  was  at  El  Paso  11  May  (LW). 
The  Gray-crowned  Yellowthroat 
remained  through  the  season  at 
the  Sabal  Palm  Sanctuary,  Cameron 
(m.ob.).  Single  Hooded  Warblers 
at  Lubbock  24  Apr  (AH)  and 
Muleshoe  N.W.R.,  Bailey  14  May 
(AH,  BBe)  were  far  west.  An  amaz¬ 
ing  record  was  provided  by  a  Red¬ 
faced  Warbler  at  the  Packery 
Channel  area  of  Corpus  Christi, 
Nueces  6-10  May  (t  ph.  LA,  tJMc, 
m.ob.),  a  first  for  the  Coastal 
Bend — and  one  of  few  extralimital 
reports  of  the  species  anywhere. 
Painted  Redstarts  continued  to  be 
much  in  evidence  in  the  Chisos 
Mts.,  Brewster,  with  pairs  present 
in  Boot  Canyon  and  Pine  Canyon 
(ML,  BGi  et  al.).  The  Rufous- 
capped  Warbler  from  the  winter 
near  Pearsall,  Frio  was  last  seen  21 
Mar  (MR),  and  another  was  well 
documented  at  Concan,  Uvalde  1  May  (ph., 
tRuT  et  al.). 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Scarlet  Tanagers  were  seen  in  impressive 
numbers  along  the  Upper  Texas  Coast  and 
indeed  through  much  of  the  e.  half  of  the 
state.  A  Western  Tanager  near  L.  Belton, 
Bell  22  May  (MiD)  was  a  county  first.  A  lin¬ 
gering  Green-tailed  Towhee  was  on  the 
King  Ranch,  Kenedy  3  Apr  (DMu).  A  Brew¬ 
er’s  Sparrow  at  Buffalo  Springs  L.,  Lubbock 
19  Mar  (AH)  seemed  quite  early  for  a  mi¬ 
grant.  Of  interest  was  a  single  Black-throat¬ 
ed  Sparrow  near  Clairemont,  Kent  16  Apr 
(AH),  but  6  apparently  territorial  males  at 
L.  Alan  Henry,  Garza  17  Apr  (AH,  AvH) 
were  well  n.  of  the  known  breeding  range  of 
the  species.  A  Le  Conte’s  Sparrow  at 
Muleshoe  N.W.R.,  Bailey  12  Mar  (AH)  pro¬ 
vided  a  rare  South  Plains  record.  The  Har¬ 
ris’s  Sparrow  that  wintered  on  w.  Galveston 
I.  was  last  reported  on  27  Mar  (DP),  while 
3  in  Dickens,  Dickens  15  Apr  (MLe)  were 
late  lingerers.  A  lone  Chestnut-collared 
Longspur  was  near  Ingleside,  San  Patricio  1 


Another  spectacular  find  from  the  central  Davis  Mountains  of  Texas  was  this  immature 
male  Olive  Warbler  discovered  in  Jeff  Davis  County  28  May  2005.  It  remained  in  the  vicin¬ 
ity  until  30  May  (here),  providing  the  seventh  record  for  Texas.  Photograph  by  Lynn  Barber. 
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Apr  (WS,  MR).  A  flock  of  18  Lapland 
Longspurs  near  Brownfield,  Terry  13  Mar 
(AH)  were  pushing  the  expected  late  date 
for  the  species  in  the  state. 

Crimson-collared  Grosbeaks  holding  on 
from  the  winter  season  included  singles  at 
Sabal  Palm,  Cameron  until  7  Mar  (JiP), 
Pharr,  Hidalgo  until  26  Mar  (AW),  and  Wes¬ 
laco,  Hidalgo  until  27  Apr  (fide  SKi);  anoth¬ 
er  was  at  different  Weslaco  location  14  Apr 
(+RR).  Also  of  great  interest  were  a  male 
Crimson-collared  Grosbeak  at  Rockport  18 
Apr  (DSc,  MDo,  fMT)  and  a  female  at 
Lafitte’s  Cove,  Galveston  6-9  May  (tLWM  et 
al.),  the  latter  providing  the  northernmost 
and  easternmost  record  for  the  United 
States.  A  Pyrrhuloxia  in  w.  Galveston  29 
Mar  (JSO  was  surprising.  A  Black-headed 
Grosbeak  in  Cass  29  May  (RB)  provided  a 
rare  ne.  Texas  record.  An  early  Blue  Gros¬ 
beak  was  near  Dickens,  Dickens  28  Apr 
(AH).  Lazuli  Buntings  were  seen  in  larger- 
than-normal  numbers  along  the  e.  edge  of 
the  migration  path,  including  singles  at 
Austin  15  Apr  (SR,  BiB),  Quintana,  Brazoria 
26  Apr  (MG,  CR),  Bryan  Beach,  Brazoria  27 
Apr  (CBr),  Washington  1  May  (DVo),  and 
Bowie  12  May  (BJo).  A  male  Painted 
Bunting  was  at  Galveston  1-3  Mar  (LL,  JSt). 
A  Dickcissel  at  Cove,  Chambers  23  Mar 
(PF)  was  early. 

Two  late  lingering  Brewer’s  Blackbirds 
were  near  Stegal,  Bailey  8  May  (JST),  and 
another  was  in  Lubbock  14  May  (EM,  TM). 
Bronzed  Cowbirds  made  another  strong  ap¬ 
pearance  on  the  South  Plains  and  appear  to 
be  well  established  there.  The  Streak- 
backed  Oriole  that  wintered  at  Brazos  Bend 
S.P.,  Fort  Bend  remained  until  at  least  8  Apr 
(m.ob.).  A  Hooded  Oriole  provided  a  rare 
Upper  Texas  Coast  record  at  L.  Jackson, 
Brazoria  15-17  Mar  (JA,  CR  et  al.),  while 
another  in  Midland  10  May  (D&JMe)  was  a 
county  first.  Out-of-range  Scott’s  Orioles  in¬ 
cluded  singles  in  Bell  3  May  (RKo)  and  Mid¬ 
land  28  May  (RMS  et  al.).  Purple  Finches 
lingered  into  the  spring,  with  individuals 
scattered  from  Lubbock  to  scattered  e.  and 
cen.  Texas  locations,  the  latest  noted  in  Bra¬ 
zos  10  Apr  (BY).  A  surprising  find  was  a  pair 
of  Cassin’s  Finches  in  Dallam  3  Apr  (BP). 
Small  flocks  of  Red  Crossbills  lingered  in  El 
Paso  until  mid-May  (JPa),  and  the  species 
apparently  nested  in  the  Davis  Mts.  for  the 
2nd  year  in  a  row.  Pine  Siskins  lingered  in 
good  numbers  well  into  mid-May  and  even 
late  May  in  many  areas  of  the  state. 
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Mitch  Heindel,  Rhandy  Helton,  Anthony 
Hewetson  (Northwest  Texas:  4407  36th  St., 
Lubbock  TX  79414;  terrverts@yahoo.com), 
Aveline  Hewetson,  Troy  Hibbitts,  Phillip 
Hight,  Derek  Hill,  Josh  Hobson,  Petra  Hock¬ 
ey,  Dave  Holderman,  Mike  Howlett,  Ernest 
Jasek,  Billjohnson,  Bobjordan,  John  Karges, 
Richard  Kaskan,  Skip  Kendrick,  Selena 
King,  Keith  Kingdom,  Richard  Kinney,  Mark 
Klym,  Rich  Kostecke,  Cin-Ty  Lee,  Marlene 
Leiby,  Steve  Lejeune,  Mike  Lindsey,  Mark 
Lockwood,  Leslie  Logan,  Stephan  Lorenz, 
Bill  Lupardus,  Linda  Mack,  Marcy  Marsden, 
Lalise  Whorton  Mason,  Ray  Matlack,  Ellen 
McBride,  Toby  McBride,  Jon  McIntyre,  Brad 
McKinney,  Don  &  Joann  Merritt,  Wayne 
Meyer,  Jeff  Mundy,  Derek  Muschalek,  John 
Odgers,  Dale  Ohl,  Carolyn  Ohl-Johnson,  Jud 
&  Colleen  Palmer,  Jim  Paton  (JPa)  (Trans- 
Pecos:  4325  Boy  Scout  Lane,  El  Paso,  TX 
79922;  patonjn@netzero.net),  Jimmy  Paz, 
Dwight  Peake,  Emilee  Peters,  Andy  Petter, 
Barrett  Pierce,  Randy  Pinkston,  Bob  Rasa, 
Martin  Reid,  Roy  Reinarz,  Marla  Riddle- 
spurger,  Cecilia  Riley,  Phil  Rostron,  Sue 
Ruotsala,  Susan  Schaezler,  Dee  Schooley, 
Willie  Sekula  (Central  Texas),  Ken  Seyffert, 
David  Shelburne,  Raymond  Skiles,  Dale 
Smith,  Rich  Snider,  Tom  SoRelle,  Sylvestre 
Sorola,  Dave  Sperry,  Pam  Spooner,  John 
Sproul,  Darleen  Stevens,  Jim  Stevenson,  Cliff 
Stogner,  Byron  Stone,  Rose  Marie  Stortz, 
Scott  &  Crissy  Summers,  Pete  Szilagyi,  Si¬ 
mon  Tan,  Michael  Tarachow,  Susan  Tomlin¬ 
son,  Rusty  Trump,  Robert  Truss,  Jo-Szu  Tsai, 
John  &  Gloria  Tveten,  Brenda  Yeomans, 
Don  Verser,  Darrell  Vollert,  Jerry  Walls,  Liz 
Walsh,  Ron  Weeks  (Upper  Texas  Coast:  1 10 
Indian  Warrior,  Lake  Jackson,  TX  77566; 
empidonax@sbcglobal.net),  Steve  Welborn, 
Bill  Wenthe,  Matt  Whitbeck,  Clay  White, 
Matt  White,  Allen  Williams,  Jennifer  Wil¬ 
son,  David  Wolf,  Mimi  Hoppe  Wolf,  and 
Barry  Zimmer.  © 


GET  DOWN 
AND  DIRTY 
F  0  R 

AMERICA. 

And  when  you  get  you  hands 
dirty  in  programs  like  National 
Public  Lands  Day,  you  help 
spruce  up  your  beautiful  lands. 
Last  year,  on  this  day,  nearly 
80,000  volunteers  built  trails, 
bridges,  planted  native  trees 
and  removed  trash. 

To  find  out  how  you  can  help, 
go  to  www.npld.com  or  call 
800-VOL-TEER  (800-865-8337). 

HELPING  HANDS 
FOR  AMERICA’S  LANDS 

NILK^SjfelANK 

day 

©  2004  Muench  Photography,  Inc. 
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Christopher  L.Wood 

Cornell  Laboratory  of  Ornithology 
159  Sapsucker  Woods  Road 
Ithaca,  New  York  14850 
(dw37@cornell.edu) 

Tony  Leukering 

Rocky  Mountain  Bird  Observatory 
14500  Lark  Bunting  Lane 
Brighton,  Colorado  80603 
(tony.leukering@rmbo.org) 

Bill  Schmoker 


Birds  and  birders  alike  found  near-nor¬ 
mal  climatic  conditions  in  the  Region 
this  spring,  with  the  exception  of 
Wyoming’s  warmer-than-normal  March  and 
April  and  a  dry  May  in  Colorado.  The  wet 
conditions  of  June  2004  created  a  legacy  of 
good  grass  conditions  on  the  eastern  plains 
lasting  into  the  spring  season,  which  were 
much  to  the  liking  of  mice  and  voles.  The 
abundance  of  prey  induced  a  few  mouse-eat¬ 
ing  bird  species  to  nest  on  the  plains  in 
greater-than-typical  numbers,  with  the  two 
Asio  owls  being  particularly  common.  Snow- 
pack  in  most  drainage  basins  returned  to 
normal  or  above  normal  by  March,  allowing 
water  managers  to  fill  plains  reservoirs  with 
runoff.  While  easing  the  water  crisis,  full 
lakes  made  for  frustrating  spring  shorebird 
watching  at  many  locations.  Passerine  mi¬ 
gration  was  decidedly  average,  although 
coverage  at  Chico  Basin  Ranch  was  the  best 
it  has  ever  been,  with  Brian  Gibbons  band¬ 
ing  and/or  birding  every  day  from  late  April 
through  24  May. 


3381  Larkspur  Drive 
Longmont,  Colorado  80503 
(bill@schmoker.org) 


Abbreviations:  C.C.R.  (Cherry  Creek  Res., 
Arapahoe );  Chatfield  (Chatfield  S.P.,  Jeffer- 
son/Douglas );  Chico  (Chico  Basin  Ranch, 
Pueblo/El  Paso)'  Crow  Valley  (Crow  Valley 
Campground,  Pawnee  National  Grasslands, 


Weld);  E.K.W.  (Edness  Kimball  Wilkins  S.R, 
Natrona ,  WY);  J.M.R.  (John  Martin  Res., 
Bent);  Two  Buttes  (Two  Buttes  Res.  S.W.A., 
BucaV'West  Slope”  denotes  locations  west 
of  the  Rockies.  Due  to  reporting  biases,  all 
locations  can  be  assumed  to  be  in  Colorado 
except  that  each  Wyoming  location  is  noted 
as  such  the  first  time  it  appears  in  the  text. 
Because  most  rarities  are  seen  by  multiple 
observers,  only  the  observer(s)  initially  find¬ 
ing  and  identifying  the  bird  are  noted. 

LOONS  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

The  Red-throated  Loon  that  wintered  at 
Pueblo  Res.,  Pueblo  was  present  until  at  least 
12  Apr  (BKP).  Two  Pacific  Loons  were  along 
the  Colorado  Front  Range,  where  expected.  A 
large  number  of  spring  reports  (20)  of  Com¬ 
mon  Loons  included  the  following  more  in¬ 
teresting  ones:  one  on  Rifle  Gap  Res.,  Garfield 

1 1  Apr  (VZ);  5  on  L.  Catamount,  Routt  22 
Apr  (FL);  2  on  L.  Avery,  Rio  Blanco  25  Apr 
(DH);  up  to  6  on  Rio  Blanco  Res.  25-30  Apr 
(DH,  T.  McConnell,  J.  Toolen);  2  on  Ridgway 
Res.,  Ouray  30  Apr-14  May  (CK);  14  (the 
spring  high  count)  on  Saratoga  L.,  Carbon, 
WY  1  May  (GB);  one  on  Williams  Fork  Res., 
Grand  24  May  (TL  et  al.);  and  one  on  Rifle 
Gap  Res.  30  May  (AB,  NP).  About  7000  Eared 
Grebes  at  Walden  Res  .Jackson  8  May  (CDo) 
was  the  highest  count  received. 

A  Brown  Pelican  was  reported  without  de¬ 
tails  from  C.C.R.  27  May  (fide  CTK).  An  ad. 
Neotropic  Cormorant  19  Apr-16  May  at 
Bonny  Res.,  Yuma  was  a  nice  find  (ph., 
tMJl).  The  only  Little  Blue  Heron  reported 
was  an  ad.  in  Pueblo  8  May  (M.  Yaeger),  and 
the  only  Tricolored  Heron,  also  an  ad.,  was 
at  Verhoeff  Res.,  Bent  29  Apr-1 1  May  (DN  et 
al.).  An  incredible  11  reports  of  Glossy  Ibis, 
of  15  individuals,  are  too  many  to  enumer¬ 
ate;  of  greatest  note  were  singles  at  Pastorius 
Res.,  La  Plata  12  Apr  (]B,  SA);  Canon  City, 
Fremont  2  May  (SMo);  Craig,  Moffat  7  May 
(FL);  Salida  18  May  (NP,  SY);  and  Hutton 
Lake  N.W.R.,  Laramie,  WY  26  May  (DF); 
and  3  at  South  Park  Flat  Creek,  Teton,  WY 

12  May  (SP).  Three  apparent  Glossy  Ibis  x 
White-faced  Ibis  hybrids  were  found  this 
spring,  underscoring  the  need  for  caution  in 
identifying  Glossy  Ibises  in  the  Region,  lliff 
found  one  at  L.  Cheraw,  Otero  19  Apr  (tMJI 
et  al.);  others  were  at  Beebe  Draw,  Weld  23 
Apr  (ph.  TL,  ph.  BS)  and  at  East  L.,  Jefferson 
2  May  (T.  Mitchell,  DF),  with  the  Beebe 
Draw  bird  being  found  by  birders  chasing 
one  of  the  Glossy  Ibises  (the  2  were  pho¬ 
tographed  together). 

1mm.  Black  Brant  provided  the  spring 
goose  highlights,  with  2-3  noted  in  the  Den- 
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ver  Metro  area.  The  holdover  from  the  win¬ 
ter  season  was  present  in  the  Inverness  area, 
Arapahoe  and  Douglas  until  at  least  12  Mar 
(m.ob.);  a  different  bird  was  well  pho¬ 
tographed  at  C.C.R.  18-19  Mar  (S.  Decker, 
ph.  BS),  and  it  or  another  was  at  not-too-dis- 
tant  Quincy  Res.,  Arapahoe  2-3  Apr  (GW). 
Swan  migration  through  the  West  Slope  was 
much  in  evidence  on  8  Mar:  one  Trumpeter 
Swan  was  at  Highline  Res.,  Mesa  (L.  Arnold), 
5  Tundra  Swans  were  at  Browns  Park  N.W.R., 
Moffat  (T.  Litteral  et  al.),  and  another  Tundra 
was  at  Rio  Blanco  Res.,  Rio  Blanco  (E.  Hol¬ 
lowed,  FL)  that  day.  Four  male  Eurasian 
Wigeons  were  scattered  across  the  Region  1 
Mar-30  Apr.  Single  Blue-winged  Teal  x  Cin¬ 
namon  Teal  hybrids  were  at  Boulder  1 3  Mar 
(P.  Plage)  and  at  Ft.  Collins  9  May  (G. 
Luger).  The  high  spring  count  of  Greater 
Scaup  was  a  paltry  8  at  Fossil  Creek  Res., 
Larimer  20  Mar  (N.  Komar).  A  male  Fong¬ 
tailed  Duck  20  May  at  Crom  F.,  Weld  (DF) 
provided  the  latest  of  six  spring  reports.  A 
wintering  imm  male  Common  Goldeneye 
that  never  quite  attained  definitive  plumage 
lingered  at  Salida  deep  into  the  summer  (SY). 
Single  ad.  male  Barrows  Goldeneyes  at  Do¬ 
lores  and  McPhee  Res.,  both  in  Montezuma, 
25  Mar  (JB)  and  a  “pair”  at  Vallecito  Res.,  La 
Plata  25  Apr  (JB)  were  in  sw.  Colorado, 
where  uncommon;  the  latter  record  may  sug¬ 
gest  breeding  in  the  San  Juans. 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  TERNS 

The  Dinosaur  Ridge  Hawkwatch  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  Rocky  Mountain  Bird  Observatory 
for  the  15th  consecutive  full  season,  1  Mar-7 
May  (Table  1;  JR,  BS,  KB,  PHo  et  al.);  counts 
were  below  average  year  for  most  species, 
particularly  so  for  early-migrating  buteos 
(Red-tailed  and  Ferruginous).  Mississippi 
Kites  were  out  of  place  near  Colorado  Springs 
19  May  (JP)  and  in  Sandcreek,  Crook,  WY  27 
May  (JfA),  the  latter  providing  a  first  county 
record  and  one  of  very  few  that  far  n.  in 
Wyoming.  Completely  unprecedented  was 
the  count  of  225  Bald  Eagles  at  San  Fuis  F., 
Alamosa  13  Mar  (HK,  UK).  A  Common 
Black-Hawk  found  at  Two  Buttes  on  the 
morning  of  19  Apr  (ph.  Ml  et  al.),  a  first  for 
Baca,  was  refound  that  afternoon  far  enough 
n.  of  the  S.W.A.  to  provide  a  first  for  Prowers 
(ph.  TF,  DN,  BKP).  A  reasonably  good  season 
for  Broad-winged  Hawk  was  highlighted  by 
the  13  (one  dark,  12  light)  counted  at  Di¬ 
nosaur  Ridge  27  Apr  (JR).  Single  Broad¬ 
winged  Hawks  at  Stove  Prairie  Rd.,  Larimer 
12  Apr  (C.  Sullivan)  and  Wetmore,  Custer  5 
May  (RM)  were  at  more  westerly  and  higher- 
elevation  locations  than  typical. 

Providing  a  first  local  record,  a  male  Blue 
Grouse  wandered  to  Dinosaur  Ridge,  Jeffer¬ 
son  and  was  noted  4-24  Apr  (BS,  JR).  Four 
Black  Rails  singing  near  Ft.  Lyon,  Bent  23 
Apr  (NP,  AB)  were  about  a  week  early.  A  pair 


Table  1.  Spring  2005  Dinosaur  Ridge,  Jefferson 
County,  Colorado  hawkwatch  totals. 


Species 

2005  Total 

15-vearaveraae 

Turkey  Vulture 

475 

584 

Osprey 

58 

67 

Bald  Eagle 

64 

72 

Northern  Harrier 

56 

65 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

337 

359 

Cooper's  Hawk 

406 

452 

Northern  Goshawk 

5 

5 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

57 

53 

Swainson's  Hawk 

44 

34 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

733 

943 

Ferruginous  Hawk 

13 

62 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

3 

9 

Golden  Eagle 

25 

63 

American  Kestrel 

419 

659 

Merlin 

10 

15 

Peregrine  Falcon 

24 

19 

Prairie  Falcon 

18 

24 

unidentified 

85 

83 

Totals 

2832 

3568 

of  Sandhill  Cranes  produced  a  single  chick 
this  spring  at  Tower  Latham  Res.,  Weld 
(SMe)  and  provided  the  first  modern  suc¬ 
cessful  nesting  by  the  species  on  Colorado’s 
Eastern  Plains. 

A  Snowy  Plover  visited  Saratoga  Lake  30 
Apr-1  May  (GB),  possibly  providing  a  first 


latilong  record.  Another  at  Pueblo  Res.  11 
May  (RM)  was  well  w.  of  normal  in  the 
Arkansas  R.  Valley.  Six  Mountain  Plovers 
dropped  in  at  the  Greater  Sage-Grouse  lek  at 
Coalmont  6  Apr  (DF  et  al.)  and  provided  the 
first  definite  Jackson  occurrence  since  a  191 1 
breeding  record.  A  storm  on  29-30  Apr 
dropped  migrating  shorebirds  at  numerous 
locations,  with  the  highlight  probably  being 
the  200  Willets  at  Boulder  Res.,  Boulder  on 


the  latter  date  (BS,  TF).  The  Pueblo-winter¬ 
ing  Spotted  Sandpiper  was  last  seen  3  Mar 
(MP,  BKP).  An  Upland  Sandpiper  on  a 
prairie-dog  town  along  Hwy.  10  provided 
Pueblo  with  its  first  spring  record  (TL  et  al.). 
Five  reports  of  6  Whimbrels  in  Colorado 
made  a  below-average  season.  The  only 
Hudsonian  Godwit  was  at  Beebe  Draw  30 
Apr  (ph.  SMe).  Two  spring  Red  Knots — at 
Pueblo  Res.  18  Apr  (BKP)  and  at  Upper 
Queens  Res.,  Kiowa  13  May  (T.  Jones) — was 
a  bit  above  average.  A  Dunlin  dropped  in  at 
Grand  Junction  23  Apr  (LA).  Much  rarer  in 
spring  than  in  fall,  a  Red  Phalarope  graced 
E.K.W.  15  May  (S.  Bogart). 

An  ad.  Laughing  Gull  was  early  near 
Lamar  16-18  Apr  (DAL);  most  Colorado 
records  hail  from  May  and  Jun.  If  accepted,  a 
reported  Little  Gull  in  second-basic  plumage 
at  Rifle,  Garfield  21  Mar  (A.  Dahl)  would 
provide  only  the  2nd  Colorado  West  Slope 
record.  Another  Little  Gull  was  at  Barr  L.  6 
May  (ph.  S.  Mirick)  and  possibly  later,  for  a 
rare  spring  record  in  e.  Colorado.  The  60 
Bonaparte’s  Gulls  at  Walden  Res.  21  Apr  (MJI 
et  al.)  is  a  large  number,  particularly  for  a 
mountain  location;  50  were  still  present  8 
May  (CDo).  The  wintering  ad.  Mew  Gull  was 
present  at  Crown  Hill  Res.,  Jefferson  until  at 
least  2  Apr  (MP,  BKP),  and  another  ad.  ma¬ 
triculated  at  Bigjohnson  Res.  4-9  Mar  (MP). 
A  first-year  Iceland  Gull  provided  some  ex¬ 
citement  at  JTL  Ponds,  Natrona,  WY  7 
Mar-21  Apr  (JL,  CM  et  al.).  Hopefully,  pho¬ 
tographs  were  taken  of  this  long-staying  bird. 

A  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  in 
second-alternate  plumage  at 
C.C.R.  30  May  (JR)  flirted 
with  the  summer  season, 
when  the  species  is  still  quite 
rare.  Walbek  found  a  second- 
year  Glaucous-winged  Gull  at 
C.C.R.  14  Mar;  it  stayed  until 
at  least  25  Mar  (m.ob.);  the 
bird  spent  most  of  19  Mar  at 
Marston  Res.,  Denver.  The  lat¬ 
est  Glaucous  and  Great  Black- 
backed  Gulls  were  at  C.C.R. 
12  Apr  (L.  Modesitt).  An  ad. 
Arctic  Tern  was  quite  early  at 
L.  Henry,  Crowley  21  Apr 
(MP);  most  of  the  very  few 
“spring”  records  are  from  very 
late  May  and  early  Jun.  Three 
out-of-place  Least  Terns  were 
reported,  including  one  at  Confluence  Park, 
Delta  14  May  (JPB).  As  this  species  is  now 
nearly  annual  on  the  West  Slope,  we  surmise 
that  these  birds  are  heading  to  cen.  Montana 
breeding  sites,  as  little  else  makes  much 
sense,  unless  there  is  an  undiscovered  breed¬ 
ing  population  in  w.  Wyoming. 

DOVES  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

A  Band-tailed  Pigeon  was  a  surprise  at  Chico, 


This  accommodating  immature  Black  Brant  grazed  with  its  surrogate  family  of 
Canada  Geese  among  fishermen  and  picnickers  at  Cherry  Creek  Reservoir,  Arapa¬ 
hoe  County,  Colorado  18  (here)  and  19  March  2005.  Photograph  by  Bill  Schmoker. 
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Alas,  not  all  white  cranes  are  Whooping  Cranes!  This  bird  caused  a  lot  of  excite¬ 
ment  when  seen  at  a  distance  in  Prowers  County,  Colorado  14  March  2005,  but 
closer  observation  proved  it  was  a  leucistic  Sandhill  Crane — still  an  interesting 
bird,  laudably  well  documented.  Photograph  by  Lee  Robinson. 


Pueblo  7  May  (KL,  BM).  Continuing  the  in¬ 
exorable  spread,  Eurasian  Collared-Doves 
were  “enthusiastically  mating”  in  Gillette, 
Campbell ,  WY  14  May  (R.  T.  Cox);  those  in 
Fort  Bridger  in  “late  May”  provided  the  first 
Uinta,  WY  record  (TA).  The  18  reports  of  25 
White-winged  Doves  from  12  Colorado 
counties  spanned  the  state  from  Baca  to 
Mesa  and  Montezuma  to  Washington  and  also 
completely  spanned  the  spring  period.  The 
small  resident  colonies  of  Inca  Doves  con¬ 
tinued  in  both  Lamar  and  Rocky  Ford 
(m.ob.).  As  the  species  has  become  down¬ 
right  rare  in  Colorado  in  the  past  15-20 
years,  the  obliging  Black-billed  Cuckoo  at 
Crow  Valley  22  May  (J.  Vanderpoel,  ph. 
SMe)  made  a  number  of  birders  happy.  For 
the  2nd  consecutive  spring,  a  Flammulated 
Owl  was  found  on  the  plains  at  Chico,  El 
Paso,  this  year  on  7  May  (KL,  BM).  A  Snowy 
Owl  put  in  a  brief  appearance  5  Mar  near 
Keyhole  Res.,  Crook,  WY  (JaA). 

A  male  Broad-billed  Hummingbird  at  the 
Stulps’  yard  s.  of  Lamar  17-18  Apr  (ph.  JS) 
provided  only  the  2nd  state  record;  the  first 
spent  fall  2003  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
state  at  Palisade,  Mesa.  A  female  American 
Three-toed  Woodpecker  at  Rye  Mountain 
Park,  Pueblo  on  the  odd  date  of  6  May  pro¬ 
vided  a  first  local  record  (DS). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WRENS 

The  only  Eastern  Wood-Pewee  reported  was 
found  far  to  the  w.  at  The  Nature  Conservan¬ 
cy’s  Yampa  River  Preserve,  Routt  27  May  (JB); 
there  are  no  previous  West  Slope  records. 
While  Black  Phoebes  have  been  slowly 
spreading  on  the  West  Slope,  one  at  Cooper’s 
Ranch  15  Apr  (R.  Meyer)  was  unexpected  and 
perhaps  only  the  2nd  for  Gunnison.  Black 
Phoebes  also  continue  to  spread  along  the  up¬ 
per  Arkansas  R.  Valley;  in  addition  to  5  in  Fre¬ 
mont,  singles  were  found  in  reasonable  breed¬ 
ing  habitat  at  Salida  18  Apr-9  May  (RM)  and 
Walsenburg  8-30  Apr.  (RM).  An  Eastern 
Phoebe  that  remained  at  Dixon  Res.  22 
Apr-21  May  (R.  Dobbs,  C.  Wild)  was  40  km 
w.  of  the  northwesternmost  breeding  location 


known  in  the  Region.  Two  Ver¬ 
milion  Flycatchers  were  found, 
both  females:  one  at  Two  Buttes 
22  Apr  (BKP,  RO),  and  one  in 
ne.  Bent  13-14  May  0k).  An 
Eastern  Kingbird  at  Alamosa 
N.W.R.,  Alamosa  22  May  (R. 
Righter)  was  unexpected;  this 
species  is  rarely  noted  in  the 
mountain  parks,  where  most 
records  are  from  early  fall.  Sin¬ 
gle  Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers 
wandered  to  Two  Buttes  20  Apr 
(A.  Spencer),  Chico,  Pueblo  25 
Apr  (BG),  and  the  Bear  Creek 
Greenway,  Jefferson  30  Apr.  (K. 
McCrady,  m.ob.). 

A  White-eyed  Vireo  at  Lamar  22-23  Apr 
(BKP,  RO)  tied  the  early  date  for  this  rare- 
but-regular  migrant.  One  at  L.  DeWeese  19 
May  (DS)  furnished  a  first  for  Custer;  2  oth¬ 
ers  were  seen  23  May,  one  at  Boulder  (S.  Lar¬ 
son)  and  one  at  Chico,  Pueblo  (BG).  Rarely 
noted  in  migration,  a  Bell’s  Vireo  was  at 
Lamar  8  May  (K.  M.  Dunning).  A  Gray  Vireo 
in  Uravan,  Montrose  19  Apr.  (CD,  BW)  beat 
the  previous  early  date  by  a  day.  A  few  Gray 
Vireos  have  been  found  along  the  Front 
Range  and  e.  Plains  in  spring  migration,  al¬ 
though  not  annually;  this  year,  one  was  at 
Canon  City,  Fremont  7  May  (SMo).  Yellow- 


This  second-year  Glaucous-winged  Gull  at  Cherry  Creek  Reservoir  in 
Douglas  County,  Colorado  on  14  March  2005  (here)  later  commuted 
to  Marston  Reservoir,  Denver  County,  double-delighting  county 
listers  and  larophiles  alike.  Photograph  by  Glenn  Walbek. 


throated  Vireos  at  Sawhill  Ponds,  Boulder 
8-9  May  (L.  Osborne,  M.  Boswell,  TF;  D. 
Waltman)  and  Neenoshe  Res.  9  May  (VAT) 
reflected  an  average  spring  total.  Fifteen 
Plumbeous  Vireos  at  Chico  16  May  was  an 
astonishingly  high  count  for  the  plains  in 
spring.  The  only  Philadelphia  Vireo  was  also 
at  Chico  17-18  May  (JL  MP,  BKP).  Fourteen 
Red-eyed  Vireos  10  May+  included  one  in  w. 
Wyoming  at  the  Fontenelle  Dam,  Fincoln 
(TA)  and  one  on  the  West  Slope  at  Grand 
Junction  29  May  (LA). 

The  last  of  up  to  40  Steller’s  Jays  noted 
away  from  breeding  habitat  near  Franktown 
was  seen  7  May  (HK,  UK).  Also  unusual  in 


spring  were  single  Western  Scrub-Jays  at 
Chico,  Pueblo  27  Apr  (BG)  and  18  May  (BG, 
BKP,  RO).  One  female  and  2  male  Purple 
Martins  were  seen  at  Elkhead  Res.  7  May 
(FL),  perhaps  the  low-elevation  record  for 
Moffat.  The  last  lowland  Mountain  Chick¬ 
adee  paused  at  Chico,  Pueblo  11  May  (BG). 
While  suspected  of  occurring  in  these  coun¬ 
ties,  2  Bushtits  at  Thompson  Creek  near  Car- 
bondale  24  May  (VZ)  and  2  along  California 
Park  Rd.  (MJI)  were  the  first  observations 
for  Pitkin  and  Routt,  respectively,  of  which 
we  are  aware.  As  they  are  wont  to  do  after  in¬ 
vasion  years,  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  tar¬ 
ried  into  May  at  several  e.  plains  locations, 
with  at  least  a  few  lingering  into  summer.  A 
Pygmy  Nuthatch  at  Chico,  El  Paso  1-9  May 
(BG)  furnished  perhaps  the  2nd  record  of  a 
spring  migrant  from  the  plains.  Another  at 
Pueblo  City  Park  28  Apr  (BKP)  was  from  a 
location  where  this  species  is  found  irregu¬ 
larly  in  winter.  Lamar’s  wintering  Carolina 
Wren  was  last  seen  17  May  (DAL),  while  a 
singing  bird  was  found  at  Tamarack  Ranch 
S.W.A.,  Logan  19  May  (KB,  PHo)  and  stayed 
into  summer.  Winter  Wren  was  last  noted  as 
it  sang  at  Two  Buttes  Res.  29  Apr  (GW,  JK, 
JR),  perhaps  the  bird  that  wintered  there. 

THRUSHES  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Thrush  migration  in  the  Region  was  some¬ 
what  lackluster.  The  only 
Gray-cheeked  Thrush  was  at 
Crow  Valley  27  May  (ph.  RH). 
The  standout  was  clearly  the 
russet-backed  Swainson’s 
Thrush  ( ustulatus  subspecies 
group)  banded  at  Chico  23 
May  (BG),  only  the  2nd  for 
Colorado.  The  only  Wood 
Thrush  delighted  observers  at 
E.K.W.  18  May  (CM,  BR). 
Over  3500  Bohemian  Wax- 
wings  were  seen  during  the 
period  in  Colorado  alone, 
with  small  numbers  lingering 
through  much  of  Colorado 
into  mid-Apr;  frustratingly, 
we  have  no  reports  from 
Wyoming.  Perhaps  the  oddest 
observation  was  of  a  flock  of  18  seen  forag¬ 
ing  just  above  a  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  at 
Boulder  29  Apr.  The  last  Bohemian 
Waxwing  was  seen  in  Louisville,  Boulder  2 
May  (PHa);  it  is  not  unusual  for  birds  to  re¬ 
main  this  late,  after  major  invasions. 

Thirty-six  species  of  warblers  were  seen 
this  season,  one  fewer  than  last  spring.  Only 
8  Tennessee  Warblers  were  found,  8-27  May, 
one  of  the  lowest  spring  totals  in  recent 
years.  The  only  Nashville  Warbler  was  re¬ 
ported  from  Two  Buttes  14  May  (GW,  SS). 
The  number  of  Virginia’s  Warblers  on  the  e. 
plains  is  hard  to  determine,  as  many  ob¬ 
servers  fail  to  report  this  species  from  the 
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plains.  We  received  only  two  reports  away 
from  Chico,  but  at  that  location  there  was  a 
strong  passage  8  May,  when  18  individuals 
were  counted,  establishing  a  new  record  for 
the  plains.  Two  Lucy’s  Warblers  returned  to 
Yellowjacket  Creek,  Montezuma,  where  they 
were  seen  30  Apr  (SA,  JB,  PD).  Nine  North¬ 
ern  Parulas  17  Apr-19  May  included  indi¬ 
viduals  in  the  mountain  valleys  at  Gunnison 
8-10  May  (j.  Berry)  and  at  Sands  L.  in  Sali- 
da  18  Apr  (RM).  The  only  Chestnut-sided 
Warblers  were  at  Neenoshe  Res.  11-13  May 
(MP,  BKP,  SN)  and  Barr  L„  Adams  21-22 
May  (L.  Kilpatrick,  EZ).  Seven  Magnolia 
Warblers  13-27  May,  all  on  the  Colorado 
plains,  was  more  on  par  with  recent  years. 
There  was  an  unusual  push  of  Black-throat¬ 
ed  Blue  Warblers  in  mid-May  with  males  at 
Chico  9  May  (BG),  Lamar  11  May  (DR),  Re- 
shaw  Park,  Natrona,  WY  (E.  DiPaolo,  CM, 
BR),  and  White  Ranch  Open  Space,  Jefferson 
15  May  (C.  Campbell).  Twelve  Black-throat- 
ed  Gray  Warblers  e.  of  the  Rockies  Apr 
24-18  May  furnished  one  of  the  highest  sea¬ 
sonal  totals  for  the  Front  Range  and  plains. 
Black-throated  Green  Warblers  were  at 
Lamar  (banded)  3  May  (SN,  DR,  JT),  Long¬ 
mont,  Boulder  13  May  (SS),  and  Lathrop  S.P, 
Huerfano  14  May  (RM).  Rare  in  spring,  8 
Townsends  Warblers  were  found  29  Apr-16 
May,  including  one  at  Lower  Piedra  Camp¬ 
ground,  Archuleta  10  May  (JB).  Blackburn¬ 
ian  Warblers  graced  Two  Buttes  Res.  1 1  May 
(MP)  and  Dixon  Res.,  Larimer  15  May  (E. 
Thurston-Moench) . 

The  standout  of  the  season  was  a  male 
Cerulean  Warbler  at  Long  Pond  16  May 
(RH):  there  are  but  three  accepted  Colorado 
records,  the  last  from  late  May  1997.  Chico 
hosted  the  Regions  only  Prairie  Warbler  1-8 
May  (BG)  and  its  only  Bay-breasted  Warbler,  a 
first-spring  female,  15  May  (BG).  Seven  Palm 
Warblers  29  Apr-16  May  included  westward 
individuals  at  E.K.W.  13  May  (B&DW)  and 
Pastorius  S.W.A.,  La  Plata  (JB).  Colorado 
hosted  at  least  23  Blackpoll  Warblers  27 
Apr-20  May,  the  highest  total  since  the  May 
1998  invasion.  Wyoming’s  only  report  came 
from  Sandcreek  27  May  (JaA,  JfA,  M.  Yeming- 
ton).  The  only  Prothonotary  Warbler  was  in 
ne.  Bent  13-14  May  (K.  Kirkpatrick).  Five 
Worm-eating  Warblers  9-23  May  were  on 
Colorado’s  plains.  The  only  Kentucky  Warbler 


found  had  collided  with  a  window  in  West- 
cliffe  (G.  &  J.  Canderlaria),  a  Custer  first. 
Four  Hooded  Warblers  were  all  found  10-14 
May,  all  but  the  one  at  E.K.W.  10-15  May 
(CM,  BR,  B&DW)  from  e.  Colorado. 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

At  least  one  Hepatic  Tanager  returned  to  Pri¬ 
or,  Huerfano  21  May  (MP  et  al.),  and  a  fe¬ 
male  was  at  Chico  11-13  May  (BG).  Scarlet 
Tanagers  were  at  Belmar  Historic  Park,  Jef¬ 
ferson  12  May  (G.  Rogers,  K.  Schofield)  and 
McKay  L.,  Adams  15  May  (DE,  EZ).  An  East¬ 
ern  Towhee  reported  from  Bow  Mar,  Jefferson 
1  May  was  later  than  most  records.  Cassin’s 
Sparrow  is  irregularly  noted  in  se.  Wyoming 
but  is  probably  almost  annual  in  small  num¬ 
bers;  this  spring,  one  was  found  e.  of  Tor- 
rington,  Platte  22  May  (CM).  A  singing 
Black-chinned  Sparrow  was  seen  briefly  at 
Colorado  N.M.,  Mesa  24  May  (JPB);  we  feel 
the  record  was  almost  certainly  correct  de¬ 
spite  its  brevity.  An  unusual  push  of  Golden- 
crowned  Sparrows  was  noted  in  late  Apr  and 
early  May,  with  singles  at  Yellowjacket  Creek 
30  Apr  (PD),  Grand  Junction  1  May  (A. 
Newberry),  and  Lathrop  S.P.  7-9  May  (ph. 
BS  et  al.).  A  Gray-headed  Junco  at  Chico  22 
May  (BG)  was  quite  late  for  the  plains.  A 
flock  of  longspurs  in  e.  Boulder  12  May  (TF) 
held  35  Chestnut-collared  Longspurs — an 
unprecedented  total  this  far  w.  in  the  state 
and  a  very  late  date  for  the  birds  to  still  be 
moving.  A  Northern  Cardinal  was  far  w.  of 
usual  at  Barr  L.  20-23  May  (R.  Rivers, 
m.ob.)  and  provided  only  the  2nd  Adams 
record.  A  Black-headed  Grosbeak  at  Lamar  8 
Apr  (JT)  was  astonishingly  early.  A  Lazuli 
Bunting  in  Grand  Junction  17  Apr  furnished 
the  earliest  West  Slope  record  by  1 1  days  and 
apparently  a  new  early  date  for  the  state.  An 
Indigo  Bunting  at  Jackson,  WY  7  May  (L. 
Kiefling)  was  well  to  the  nw.  of  usual.  A 
gaudy  male  Painted  Bunting  electrified  an 
Erie,  Boulder  residence  6-9  May  (H.  Price); 
the  only  other  report  was  of  a  female  at 
Chico  13-15  May  (MP,  KL,  ph.  TL).  Ex- 
tralimital  Bobolinks  furnished  first  county 
records  at  Denver  13  May  (CTK)  and  Paonia, 
Delta  18  May  (JPB).  Up  to  4  lilianae  Eastern 
Meadowlarks  returned  to  se.  Baca  3  Apr+. 

Rare  in  the  Region  outside  the  extreme  e. 
plains,  Baltimore  Orioles  appeared  e.  of 


Trinidad,  Las  Animas  (MP,  BKP)  10  May  and 
at  E.K.W.  19  May  (A.  Hines).  Casual  along  the 
Front  Range,  male  Scott’s  Orioles  appeared  at 
Boulder  30  Apr-6  May  (G.  Koch,  M.  Snyder, 
m.ob.)  and  Texas  Creek,  Fremont  18  May 
(AB),  both  establishing  first  county  records. 
Rosy-finches  lingered  locally,  sometimes  in 
amazing  numbers  for  the  late  dates,  with  an 
estimated  2000  at  Estes  Park  28  Apr,  of  which 
“a  few  hundred”  remained  off  and  on  until  1 
May;  all  three  species  were  present,  but  most¬ 
ly  Brown-capped.  Up  to  1000  Gray-crowned 
Rosy-Finches  were  in  the  Jackson  area  24  May 
(BR).  Given  that  Brown-capped  and  Black 
Rosy-Finches  are  species  of  special  concern, 
we  appreciate  every  effort  in  obtaining  accu¬ 
rate  counts,  while  recognizing  that  their  no¬ 
madic  and  flighty  behavior  makes  this  a 
daunting  endeavor.  On  the  heels  of  last  fall’s 
irruption,  single  Pine  Grosbeaks  visited  the 
lowlands  at  Chico  16  May  (DAL,  DE,  EZ)  and 
Pueblo  17  May  (VAT).  Purple  Finches  were 
last  seen  in  Lamar  26  Mar  (JT)  and  Nucla  7 
Apr  (CD,  BW).  Five  Red  Crossbills  at  Burling¬ 
ton,  Kit  Carson  12  May  (C.  Wyatt)  and  3  at 
Limon  27-31  May  (D.  Sallee)  were  also  low 
and  late.  Four  White-winged  Crossbills  near 
Monarch  Pass  7  Apr  (CLW)  furnished  a  first 
for  Chaffee,  while  a  flock  of  14  at  Grand  Mesa, 
Mesa  6  Apr  (CLW)  was  the  largest  flock  re¬ 
ported  in  Colorado  in  several  years. 

Cited  observers  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Jean  Adams  (JaA),  Jennifer 
Adams  (JfA),  Susan  Allerton,  Larry  Arnold, 
Tim  Avery,  Jason  P  Beason,  Jim  Beatty  (sw. 
Colorado),  Ken  Behrens,  Greg  Bergquist, 
Andy  Boyce,  Peter  Derven,  Coen  Dexter  (w.- 
cen.  Colorado),  Dodsworth,  Doug  Faulkner 
(Wyoming),  Ted  Floyd,  Brian  Gibbons, 
Paula  Hansley  (PHa),  Hilkey,  Rachel  Hopper, 
Pete  Hosner  (PHo),  Marshall  J.  Iliff,  Joey 
Kellner,  Gloria  Lawrence  and  Jim  Lawrence 
(statewide  R.B. A. /Wyoming),  David  A. 
Leatherman,  Tony  Leukering,  Kara  Lewan- 
towicz,  Forrest  Luke  (nw.  Colorado),  Bill 
Maynard,  Terry  McEneaney  (Yellowstone), 
Steve  Messick,  Chris  Michelson  (Casper, 
WY),  Rich  Miller,  SeEtta  Moss,  Duane  Nel¬ 
son,  Starr  Nicely,  Ric  Olson,  Susan  Patla 
(Jackson,  WY),  Brandon  K.  Percival  (se. 
Colorado),  Mark  Peterson  (cen.  Colorado), 
Nathan  Pieplow,  Bert  Raynes  (Jackson, 
WY),Joe  Roller,  Dottie  Russell,  Jason  Ryan, 
Scott  Schaum,  Bill  Schmoker,  Larry  Semo 
(n.e.  Colorado),  David  Silverman,  Jane  & 
John  Stulp,  Janeal  Thompson,  Charles  Thor- 
ton-Kolbe,  Van  A.  Truan,  Glenn  Walbek  (n.- 
cen.  Colorado),  Bruce  &  Donna  Walgren, 
Christopher  L.  Wood,  Brenda  Wright,  Sher¬ 
rie  York,  Eric  Zorawowicz,  Vic  Zerbi.  Many 
other  individual  observers  contributed  in¬ 
formation  to  this  report  but  could  not  be 
personally  acknowledged  here;  they  all  have 
our  appreciation.  & 


This  was  a  season  for  unusual-looking  warblers,  with  several  observations  of  birds  that  were  thought  to  be  hybrids. 

At  Chico  9  May  was  a  bird  that  resembled  Black-throated  Green  Warbler  but  was  thought  to  perhaps  be  a  hybrid  with 
Townsend's  or  Hermit  due  to  a  distinctly  blackish  eyeline  and  the  presence  of  yellow  in  the  chest  (MP,  BKP,  m.ob.).  Just  as  per¬ 
plexing  was  an  Oporomis  that  showed  characteristics  intermediate  between  Mourning  and  MacGillivray's  Warblers  (distinct 
black  loral  patch  and  chest  patch,  and  some  white  above  and  below  the  eyes,  but  different  on  each  eye),  also  at  Chico  1 5  May 
(RH,  P.  Gent,  ph.  TL,  m.ob.).  On  22  May,  observers  at  Chatfield  noted  a  bird  singing  a  typical  Prairie  Warbler  song — but  that 
otherwise  resembled  a  female  Yellow  Warbler  (PHa,  SS).  We  are  pleased  that,  absent  detailed  studies  and  compelling  pho¬ 
tographic  evidence,  observers  in  each  case  reported  these  birds  as  "a  possible  hybrid"  or  a  bird  "showing  characteristics  sug¬ 
gestive  of  hybridization." 
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Great  Basin 


Rick  Fridell 

3505  West  290  North 
Hurricane,  UT  84737 
(rfridell@redrock.net) 


After  several  consecutive  years  of 
drought,  an  above-average  winter 
snowfall  in  2004-2005,  the  wet 
spring  resulted  in  an  exceptional  season  in  the 
Great  Basin.  Depleted  water  levels  in  lakes, 
rivers,  and  springs  received  a  much-needed 
boost,  and  plant  growth  was  abundant 
throughout  the  Region.  Such  resources  typi¬ 
cally  translate  into  increased  nesting  success 
for  breeding  birds  of  semi-arid  habitats.  For 
example,  unprecedented  numbers  of  nesting 
Long-eared  Owls  were  documented  in  south¬ 
ern  Nevada,  perhaps  in  response  to  increases 
in  rodent  populations.  The  Great  Basin  also 
received  its  typical  share  of  outstanding  va¬ 
grants,  led  by  reports  of  White-eyed  Vireo  and 
Prothonotary  Warbler  in  Nevada  and  White¬ 
tailed  Kite,  Magnolia  Warbler,  and  Scarlet 
Tanager  in  Utah.  Unfortunately  the  Great 
Basin  Region  lost  another  valued  contributor 
this  season;  Dennis  Trousdale  was  a  long-time 
Nevada  birder,  and  his  contributions  and 
friendship  cannot  be  replaced.  He  is  much 
missed  by  fellow  birders. 

Abbreviations:  Antelope  1.  (Antelope  Island 
S.P.  and  Causeway,  Davis,  UT);  Bear  River 
(Bear  River  Migratory  Bird  Refuge,  Box  Elder, 
UT);  Corn  Cr.  (Corn  Creek  Unit,  Desert 
N.W.R.,  Clark,  NV);  H.B.V.P  (Henderson  Bird 
Viewing  Preserve,  Clark,  NV);  L.  Mead  (Lake 


Mead  N.R.A.,  Clark,  NV);  Lytle  (Lytle  Ranch 
Preserve,  Washington,  UT);  Miller's  R.A. 
(Millers  Rest  Area,  Esmeralda,  NV);  Ouray 
(Ouray  N.W.R.,  Uintah,  UT);  Hills  (Red  Hills 
Golf  Course,  St.  George,  Washington,  UT); 
Zion  (Zion  N.P,  Washington,  UT). 

CONDORS  THROUGH  WATERFOWL 

California  Condor  sightings  are  becoming 
regular  in  the  Lava  Pt.  area  of  Zion  due  to  the 
remarkable  success  of  the  re-introduction  pro¬ 
gram.  To  date,  most  Utah  condor  observations 
have  been  from  high-elevation  areas;  thus  an 
ad.  perched  in  the  Washington  Fields,  Wash¬ 
ington,  UT  1 1  Mar  ( fide  LR)  was  noteworthy. 
A  Bewick’s  Swan  pho¬ 
tographed  8  Mar  (TS)  at  Salk 
Creek  W.M.A.,  Box  Elder 
provided  a  very  rare  Utah 
record  of  this  Tundra  Swan 
subspecies.  The  only 
Eurasian  Wigeon  reported  in 
the  Region  was  a  male  at 
Bear  River  4  Apr  (BO).  The 
wintering  pair  of  Long-tailed 
Ducks  at  Antelope  1.  lin¬ 
gered  through  3  May  (DO, 

DRi);  a  female  observed  at 
the  Hurricane  (SR- 9) 

Sewage  Ponds,  Washington,  UT  4  Apr-May 
31+  (RF,  KC  et  al.)  was  truly  unusual. 

A  White-tailed  Kite  photographed  in  the 
Washington  Fields,  Washington,  UT  9  Apr  (ph. 
TRF)  furnished  the  7th  confirmed  record  for 
the  state  and  the  first  since  1992.  A  White¬ 
tailed  Kite  was  reported  without  documenta¬ 
tion  20  Apr  near  Lahontan  Res.,  Churchill,  NV 
(JLy).  An  ad.  Gray  Hawk  reported  along  the 
Santa  Clara  R.,  Washington,  UT  1  May  (p.a., 


This  White-tailed  Kite,  photographed  9 
April  2005  in  the  Washington  Fields,  Wash¬ 
ington  County,  Utah  furnished  the  seventh 
documented  record  for  the  state  and  first  in 
since  1992.  Photograph  by  Rick  Fridell. 


LT)  was  not  photographed  or  relocated;  there 
are  very  few  extralimital  reports  of  this  species 
anywhere.  Nevada  supplied  the  only  spring 
Red-shouldered  Hawk  reports,  with  an  imm. 
observed  at  the  Oxbow  Nature  Center,  Reno, 
Washoe  19-21  Mar  (FP)  and  an  ad.  at  Minden, 
Douglas  21  Mar  (GS).  An  ad.  Broad-winged 
Hawk  was  photographed  at  Lytle  23  Apr  (KW, 
PL,  LT,  ph.,  TRF).  Although  this  was  only  the 
14th  confirmed  Utah  record,  these  hawks  are 
likely  more  regular  migrants  through  the  stale 
than  the  number  of  accepted  records  indicates. 

It  was  a  fine  spring  for  shorebirding  in  the 
Great  Basin,  with  many  exceptional  sightings. 
An  American  Golden-Plover,  a  rare  transient 
through  the  Region,  was  reported  from  an  un¬ 
usually  high  elevation  site  (2300  m)  along 
Jones  Hole  Rd.,  Uintah,  UT  14  May  (LG).  An¬ 
other,  observed  at  Bear  River  30  May  (CD), 
was  at  more  typical  wetland  location.  Whtrn- 
brels  made  an  excellent  showing  this  spring  in 
the  Region,  with  more  than  10  observed.  Utah 
observations  included  3  at  Sand  Hollow  S.P, 
Washington,  UT  18  Apr  (ND,  CD,  KC,  ph.  RF), 
several  at  Antelope  I  19  Apr  (JFla),  and  at  least 
2  at  Bear  River  18-22  May  (RWo,J&KB).  The 
only  Whimbrel  reported  in  Nevada  was  a  sin¬ 
gle  individual  24  Apr  at  Lemmon  Valley, 
Washoe  (FP).  A  well-documented  Hudsonian 
Godwit  at  Antelope  I.  24  Apr  (tDS)  furnished 
only  the  11th  confirmed  Utah  record  of  this 
species.  Three  Ruddy  Turnstones  8  May  at 
Carson  L.,  Churchill,  NV  were  a  nice  find  (GS). 
Equally  impressive  were  3  Red  Knots  at  Ante¬ 
lope  I.  27  Apr  (J&  KB)  and  another  there  10 
May  (MS  et  al.).  The  only  Semipalmated  Sand¬ 
piper  of  the  season  was  observed  at  Carson  L., 
Churchill,  NV  16  Apr  (RS,  DG).  Least  Tern  ob¬ 
servations  have  been  on  the  rise  in  recent 
years,  and  this  spring  was  no  exception:  one 
was  at  Utah  Lake  S.P,  Utah,  UT  12  May 
(tRSto,  ph.,  tMM)  and  another  was  seen  20 
May  at  Bishop  Springs,  Mil¬ 
lard,  UT  (ph.,  tLT,  LG). 

OWLS  THROUGH 
WOODPECKERS 

Several  contributors  re¬ 
marked  on  the  virtual  explo¬ 
sion  of  breeding  Long-eared 
Owls  in  s.  Nevada  this 
spring.  Long-eared  Owls  are 
rare  and  sporadic  breeders  in 
the  s.  portion  of  the  Region, 
so  reports  of  at  least  five  nests 
fledging  15  or  more  young 
were  unprecedented.  Long-eared  Owl  nests 
were  observed  at  multiple  Clark  locations  in¬ 
cluding  Corn  Cr.,  Red  Rock  Canyon  National 
Conservation  Area,  and  Spring  Mt.  Ranch  S.P 
(CT,  RS,  M&JC  et  al.).  There  were  fewer  re¬ 
ports  of  Vaux’s  Swifts  than  normal;  only  a  few 
individuals  were  reported  in  Washoe  and 
Clark,  NV  (FP  et  al.).  The  only  report  from 
Utah  was  a  single  bird  at  Gunlock  S.P,  Wash¬ 
ington  30  May  (LT).  Annas  Hummingbirds  are 
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now  established  and  regularly  observed  in  s. 
Nevada  and  sw.  Utah;  however,  it  remains  to 
be  seen  whether  they  will  continue  their  ex¬ 
pansion  northward  into  the  Region.  This 
spring,  they  were  observed  n.  of  typical  areas 
at  three  Nevada  locations  including  Reno, 
Washoe  1 1  Mar  (J A),  Alum  Canyon,  Washoe  21 
May  (RB),  and  Lida  Pond,  Esmeralda  28  May 
(GS).  A  Broad-tailed  Hummingbird  1  Mar  at 
Leeds,  Washington,  UT  (CSh)  was  an  early  har¬ 
binger  of  spring. 

Gilded  Flickers  are  rare  breeders  in  ex¬ 
treme  s.  Nevada,  so  individuals  reported  from 
Las  Vegas,  Clark  13  Mar  (C&PG)  and  Laugh- 
lin,  Clark  14  Mar  (CT,  JBr)  were  of  note.  A 
Pileated  Woodpecker  was 
observed  along  the  Chimney 
Beach  Trail,  L.  Tahoe, 

Washoe,  NV  1  May  (JA);  the 
range  of  of  this  species  just 
barely  extends  into  Nevada 
along  the  California  border, 
and  they  are  seldom  reported 
in  this  Region. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH 
WARBLERS 

A  stunning  male  Vermilion 
Flycatcher  at  Lemmon  Valley, 

Washoe,  NV  1 1  May  (FP)  was 
n.  of  expected  range.  A  Scis- 
sor-tailed  Flycatcher,  always 
an  exceptional  sight,  was 
found  at  Miller’s  R.A.  13-14 
May  (F&GP,  DT  et  al.).  Re¬ 
markably,  a  2nd  Scissor-tailed  was  document¬ 
ed  in  the  Region  this  spring,  along  the  road 
between  Notum  and  Bullfrog,  Wayne,  UT  22 
May  (tC&GO).  Certainly  one  of  the  high¬ 
lights  of  the  season  was  a  White-eyed  Vireo 
photographed  along  Sagehen  Rd.,  Dyer,  Es¬ 
meralda,  NV  30  May  (GS).  A  Red-eyed  Vireo 
photographed  at  Com  Cr.  30  May  (JHo)  was 
the  only  report  this  period.  A  singing  Varied 
Thrush  first  documented  28  Mar  at  Red 
Canyon  Park,  Provo,  Utah,  UT  (NH  et  al.) 
thrilled  observers  through  16  Apr  (EL).  The 
remarkable  numbers  of  Bohemian  Waxwings 
observed  in  n.  Utah  this  winter  lingered  into 
the  spring;  waxwings  were  regularly  observed 
in  Cache  and  Weber,  UT  through  12  Apr,  with 
a  high  count  of  340  in  Cache  Valley  (DRo). 

As  usual,  the  spring  migration  brought 
many  reports  of  vagrant  e.  warblers  across  the 
Region.  Tennessee  Warblers  were  reported 
from  ldlewild  Park,  Reno,  Washoe,  NV  18 
May  (EK ,/ide  DMc)  and  Millers  R.A.  28  May 
(ph.  GS,  DT  et  al.).  A  male  Chestnut-sided 
Warbler  found  at  Miller’s  R.A.  28-29  May 
(DT,  GS  et  al.)  was  the  only  one  reported  in 
the  Region.  Magnolia  Warblers  are  very  rare 
in  the  Region,  particularly  in  spring,  so  2 
well-documented  observations  were  notable: 
7  May  at  Cold  Creek  Res.,  White  Pine,  NV 
(tJ&AK)  and  14  May  Salt  Lake  City,  Salt 


Lake,  UT  (tJLi).  A  female  Black-throated  Blue 
Warbler  was  reported  from  Garr  Ranch,  Ante¬ 
lope  I.  on  the  remarkable  date  of  13  Apr  (p.a., 
tKE,  JR,  CSo  et  al.).  This  would  be  by  far  the 
earliest  record  for  this  species  in  Utah.  The 
only  Hermit  Warbler  reported  this  spring  was 
at  Spring  Mt.  Ranch  S.R,  Clark ,  NV  8  May 
(ph.  SPa).  Black-and-white  Warblers  were 
found  at  Antelope  1.  7  May  (CP)  and  two  Es¬ 
meralda,  NV  locations:  Indian  Cr.,  Dyer  7 
May  (GS,  RSlr,  DG)  and  Circle  L  Ranch,  Dyer 
14-15  May  (GS  et  al.).  An  American  Redstart, 
captured  and  banded  in  1999  at  the  Jordanelle 
Wetlands,  Wasatch,  UT,  returned  for  the  7th 
consecutive  summer  22  May+  (LG  et  al.). 

American  Redstarts  were 
also  at  Porter  Springs,  Persh¬ 
ing,  NV  22  May  (male;  DS) 
and  at  Circle  L  Ranch,  Dyer, 
Esmeralda,  NV  28  May  (fe¬ 
male;  D&RS).  Another  sur¬ 
prise  at  the  Circle  L  Ranch 
was  a  Prothonotary  Warbler 
30  May  (DT,  ph.  GS).  A 
Worm-eating  Warbler  pho¬ 
tographed  at  Spring  Mt. 
Ranch  S.P.,  Clark  8  May 
(p.a.,  SPa)  made  a  rare 
spring  record  for  Nevada. 
Two  Ovenbirds  were  found 
in  Esmeralda,  NV  this  sea¬ 
son:  at  Millers  R.A.  28  May 
(DT  et  al.)  and  Circle  L 
Ranch,  Dyer  30  May  (GS). 
Northern  Waterthrushes 
were  observed  in  the  Region  1-28  May  in  four 
Utah  (Davis,  Utah,  Wasatch,  and  Washington) 
and  one  Nevada  county  ( Esmeralda ).  Painted 
Redstarts  were  observed  again  this  spring 
along  the  n.  fork  of  the  Virgin  R.  in  Zion 
Canyon,  Zion  3  Apr-15  May  (RWo,  C&GO). 
Although  a  pair  was  observed  on  9  Apr  (KW, 
PL,  RG),  nesting  and  successful  breeding  have 
not  yet  been  documented. 


TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Summer  Tanagers  were  reported  n.  of  their 


Tennessee  Warbler  is  an  occasional  visitor  to  the  Great 
Basin.  This  one  was  discovered  by  Greg  Scyphers  and  Dennis 
Trousdale  28  May  2005  at  Miller's  Rest  Stop,  near  Tonopah, 
Esmeralda  County,  Nevada.  Photograph  by  Greg  Scyphers. 

normal  range  at  Black  Rock,  Millard,  UT  20 
May  (LT,  LG)  and  at  Circle  L  Ranch,  Dyer,  Es¬ 
meralda,  NV  28-30  May  (D&RS  et  al.).  Utah's 
4th  Scarlet  Tanager  was  observed  at  Lytle  28 


White-eyed  Vireos  are  seldom  encoun¬ 
tered  in  the  Great  Basin  and  are  particu¬ 
larly  rare  in  spring.  This  one  photographed 
30  May  2005  along  Sagehen  Road  in  Dyer, 
Esmeralda  County,  Nevada  was  at  one  of 
the  many  little-visited  (but  often  excep¬ 
tionally  productive)  vagrant  traps  in  the 
western  reaches  of  that  state. 

Photograph  by  Greg  Scyphers. 
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May  (p.a.,  tLT).  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks 
made  a  nice  showing  this  spring,  with  two 
Nevada  reports — males  al  Torrence  Ranch, 
Nye  23  May  (M&JC)  and  at  Spring  Mt.  Ranch 
S.R,  Clark  29  May  (ph.  GS) — and  2  in  Utah:  a 
male  at  Mapleton,  Utah  6-9  May  (BW,  TR  et 
al.)  and  one  at  Garr  Ranch,  Antelope  1.  17 
May  (H&KR,  DH).  Surprisingly,  there  was 
only  one  Indigo  Bunting  reported  this  spring; 
a  singing  male  at  the  Sand  I.  Campground, 
San  Juan,  UT  22  Apr  (MS  et  al.). 

Northbound  Lark  Buntings  were  observed 
at  several  unusual  locations,  including  a  flock 
of  8  near  Hurricane,  Washington,  UT  29  Apr 
(LT,  LG,  RF),  a  flock  of  10  in  North  Las  Vegas, 
Clark,  NV  30  Apr  (DMa,  fide  HH),  and  a  male 
at  Garr  Ranch,  Antelope  1.  15  May  (JBi) . 
Nevada  supplied  all  the  spring  reports  of 
White-throated  Sparrows,  with  up  to  3  at  Ash 
Meadows  N.W.R.,  Nye  4-5  May  (M&JC)  and 
an  ad.  at  Miller’s  R.A  14-15  May  (GS).  In 
Nevada,  Harris’s  Sparrows  were  observed  at 
Fallon,  Churchill  30  Apr-12  May  (CA)  and  at 
Jack’s  Valley,  Douglas  7-9  May  (LH);  the  only 
Utah  report  was  from  Sand  L,  San  Juan  R.,  San 
Juan  1  May  (C&SL).  Two  male  Bobolinks  near 
Elko,  Elko,  NV  16  May  (RWol)  were  the  only 
out-of-range  reports  of  the  season.  Two  Hood¬ 
ed  Orioles  at  residences  in  Reno,  Washoe,  NV 
(23  Apr,  AW;  and  8  May,  JA)  were  n.  of  their 
expected  range.  Evening  Grosbeaks  made  rare 
appearances  at  Miller’s  R.A.,  with  a  single  fe¬ 
male  observed  7-8  May  (GS,  RStr,  DG)  and  4 
there  14  May  (GS). 

Contributors  and  cited  observers:  Carol 
Amos,  John  G.  Anderson,  Joel  &  Kathy  Beyer, 
Jack  Binch  (JBi) ,  Je  Anne  Branca  (JBr), 
Richard  Brune,  Kristen  Cornelia,  Marian  and 
James  Cressman,  Carol  Davis,  Nicky  Davis, 
Keith  Evans,  Rick  Fndell,  Cynthia  &  Patrick 
Gaffey,  Dennis  Ghiglieri,  Lu  Giddings,  Shawn 
Goodchild,  Rachel  Gubler,  Hermi  Hiatt,  Dave 
Hanscom,  Jolene  Hatch  (JHa),  Ned  Hill,  Lin¬ 
da  Hiller,  Jim  Holmes  (JHo),  Bob  Huntington, 
John  &  Anne  King,  Ed  Kurtz,  Pam  Larson, 
Chuck  &  Sara  LaRue,  Edson  Leite,  Jerry 
Liguori  (JLi),  Jim  Lytle  (JLy),  Dan  Malueg 
(DMa),  Dan  Mclvor  (DMc),  Don  Molde 
(DMo),  Milton  Moody,  Deedee  O’Brien,  Brid¬ 
get  Olson,  Clare  &  Greg  Oskay,  Scott  Page 
(SPa),  Fred  Petersen,  Gail  Petersen,  Cheryl 
Peterson,  Stephen  Peterson  (SPe),  Kristin 
Purdy,  Laurie  Rasmussen,  Jack  Rensel,  Dave 
Rintoul  (DRi),  Hal  and  Kathy  Robbins,  Do¬ 
minique  Roche  (DRo),  Tuula  Rose,  Ron  Ryel, 
Rita  Schlageter  (RSc),  Doug  Schonewald, 
Greg  Scyphers,  Dennis  &  Rebecca  Serdehely, 
Charlie  Sheard  (CSh),  Carolyn  Somers  (CSo), 
Mark  Stackhouse,  Ted  Steinke,  Reed  Slone 
(RSto),  Rose  Strickland  (RStr),  Carolyn  Titus, 
Larry  Tripp,  Dennis  Trousdale,  Alan  Wallace, 
Bonnie  Williams,  Matthew  Williams,  Kevin 
Wheeler,  Robin  Wolcott  (RWol),  Richard 
Wood  (RWo).  © 


VOLUME  59  (2005) 


NUMBER  3 


471 


New  Mexico 


■■MHHHnBMnBnH 


ixr 


San  Juan 


R.  Navajo  L.  $9n  Jtl3n 


Morgan  Farmington 

Lake 


HeronJL  Mtns 
El  Vcttlo  L. 


Gallup 


-Raton 
i  Maxwell  N.  IVft 
Clayton 


Zuni 


Aft,  Grants 

'!>S  • 


Cochiti  L. 


•&  ('  Sandia 
S  -Albuquerque  N- 
Mtns  Moriarty 

3 


Las  Vega: 

■ 

'S  Vegas 


La  Joya  < 


•Reserve 

Mogollon 
„  Mtns 
Glenwoi 


Conchak L. 

Tucumcari*  u,eL 
Santa  Rosa  L. 


'umner  L. 


Melrose 

Portales 


Socorro*  Bosque  del 
San  “Apache  N.W.R. 

Mateo 

/Bep^.BuHeL 

Juth  or  s, Rosw6J\  N.iyfl. 

Consequences  Mtns  u 
iCaballo  L.  *CIOUdcroft 


3'  Boone  Draw 


Bitter  Lake 


Hobbs 

Brantley  L.  • 


°  •  Silver  J  Pe'cha  San  Andres 

bedrock  City  S.P.  \  N-W.R.  .  Carlsbad 
.  -Lordsburg 

Mtns  •  Rattlesnake  Spgs 

.Columbus 


.§  -*= 
c 


o  .2: 


Sartor  0.  Williams  III 

Southwest  Natural  History  Institute 
1819  Meadowview  Drive  NW 
Albuquerque,  New  Mexico  87104-251 1 
(sunbittern@earthlink.net) 


Spring  2005  brought  continued  wel¬ 
come  precipitation  early  in  the  season, 
early  arrival  by  many  species,  and  con¬ 
tinued  expansion  northward  by  warm-coun¬ 
try  species.  Numerous  rarities  were  discov¬ 
ered,  thanks  in  large  part  to  concerted 
vagrant  searching  in  the  east;  38  warbler 
species  were  credibly  reported.  Three  species 
new  to  New  Mexico  were  found,  but  only 
one — Little  Stint — was  photographed. 

Abbreviations:  B.L.N.W.R.  (Bitter  Lake 
N.W.R.);  Bosque  (Bosque  del  Apache 
N.W.R.);  E.B.L.  (Elephant  Butte  Lake); 
Maxwell  (Maxwell  N.W.R.  and  vicinity); 
N.R.T.  (n.  Roosevelt  migrant  trap  near  Mel¬ 
rose);  R.G.V  (Rio  Grande  Valley);  R.S.  (Rat¬ 
tlesnake  Springs  area,  Eddy). 

PELICANS  THROUGH  FALCONS 

A  Brown  Pelican  at  Ute  L.  17  May  (ph.  DC) 


provided  a  Quay  first;  one  at  E.B.L.  28  Mar 
(JEP,  JO)  had  been  present  since  Aug. 
Neotropic  Cormorant  continued  to  decline, 
with  the  few  reports  largely  restricted  to 
Bosque,  where  there  was  a  “high”  of  10  on  14 
May  (BN,  DE);  one  was  n.  to  Albuquerque  1 
May  (BV). 

Now  scarce,  single  American  Bitterns  were 
at  B.L.N.W.R.  12  Mar-4  May  (GW  et  al„  ph. 
JO);  one  at  Bottomless  Lake  S.P  6  May  pro¬ 
vided  the  only  additional  report.  Single  vocal 
Least  Bitterns  were  at  Clabber  Hill  Ranch  be¬ 
low  Conchas  Dam  14  May  (CR),  on  the  Ute 
Cr.  arm  of  Ute  L.,  Harding  22  May  (JO),  and 
at  Bosque  Redondo  near  Fort  Sumner  22  & 
25  May  (JO,  JEP,  WW).  Great  Egrets  n.  of 
usual  included  up  to  3  in  Colfax  (DC),  Hard- 
ing  (JO),  and  Curry  (SW)  Apr-May.  Scarce  n. 
to  Socorro,  an  ad.  Tricolored  Heron  was  at 
Bosque  9-16  May  (ph.  JO,  ph.  CL,  m.ob.); 
another  was  at  E.B.L.  2  May  (ph.  JO).  What 
was  described  as  a  white-morph  Reddish 
Egret  was  at  Bosque  6  May  (PB);  although 
nearly  annual  in  recent  years,  this  species  is 
scarce  in  spring,  and  white  morphs  are 
scarcer  still.  Glossy  Ibis  made  a  strong  show¬ 
ing,  with  a  high  of  3  at  Bosque  Redondo  22 
Apr  (JEP,  ph.  JO)  and  singles  at  Ute  L.  2  May 
(ph.  DC),  Portales  19  May  (ph.  JO),  Belen  1 
May  (MB),  and  Bosque  13  May  (BN,  ph.  GF). 
Some  180  White-faced  Ibis  were  at  Laguna 
Madre  near  Stubblefield  L.  9  May  (DC), 


where  20  were  carrying  nest  material  into 
flooded  saltcedar  24  &  31  May  (DC).  Early 
Turkey  Vultures  were  in  the  lower  Pecos  Val¬ 
ley,  with  4  at  Dexter  5  Mar  (CR,  BN)  and  one 
at  B.L.N.W.R.  9  Mar  (GW). 

Internet  reports  of  up  to  5  Black-bellied 
Whistling-Ducks  at  Bosque  22  Apr  &  1  May 
were  not  substantiated;  at  least  one  escaped 
Bar-headed  Goose  was  there  15  May  (BN, 

DE).  Last  of  the  winter’s  Tundra  Swans  were 
5  at  B.L.N.W.R.  2  Mar  (GW).  West  of  usual 
haunts  was  a  Wood  Duck  on  the  Gila  R.  at 
Redrock  6  May  (JNP).  Albuquerque’s  winter¬ 
ing  Eurasian  Wigeon  was  last  seen  1  Mar  (M. 
Means).  Rare  in  spring,  a  Surf  Scoter  was  at 
E.B.L.  15  Mar  (J.  &  M.  Hirth);  the  wintering 
White-winged  Scoter  at  Clayton  L.  was  seen 
14  Apr  (WH),  while  the  last  of  the  wintering 
Colfax  Barrow’s  Goldeneyes  was  a  male  7  & 

11  Mar  (DC). 

Osprey  continued  its  impressive  recovery, 
with  reports  of  migrants  from  all  corners  of 
the  state;  64  were  counted  at  the  Sandia  Mts. 
lookout  22  Mar-5  May  (HWI),  and  18  nests 
were  active  in  n.  New  Mexico  by  31  May  (D. 
Stahlecker).  Two  White-tailed  Kites  were 
seen  2-10  May  along  State  Line  Rd.  near 
Rodeo  (REW),  where  scarce  in  recent  years. 

Late  was  an  ad.  Bald  Eagle  at  L.  Roberts  10 
Apr  (CL);  in  Catron,  a  new  nesting  pair  was 
discovered  in  early  May  but  had  failed,  likely 
owing  to  disturbance,  by  27  May  (SOW). 
Northern  Harriers  suggestive  of  local  breed¬ 
ing  were  a  pair  at  Springer  L.  27  May  (DC),  a 
pair  plus  singles  in  e.  Curry  29  May  (BN),  2 
at  B.L.N.W.R.  22  May  (CL),  and  up  to  4 
along  State  Line  Rd.  near  Rodeo  in  Apr-May 
(REW).  After  conflicts  between  nesting 
Cooper’s  Hawks  and  motel  guests  in  2004, 
the  Rio  Rancho  Best  Western  instituted  an 
educational  campaign  this  year,  complete 
with  posters  and  informational  flyers  to  all 
guests;  guests  were  happy  to  watch  nature  in 
action  and,  although  some  “dive-bombing” 
occurred,  no  one  complained  (GG).  One  to  2 
Gray  Hawks  were  in  upper  Guadalupe 
Canyon  9  Apr+  (ph.  JO,  JEP,  MB,  AC).  A 
Common  Black-Hawk  passed  the  Sandia 
Mts.  lookout  2  Apr  (HWI),  the  first  there  in 
21  years  of  monitoring.  Only  2  Broad-winged 
Hawks  passed  the  Sandia  Mts.  lookout  30 
Apr-5  May  (HWI),  but  elsewhere  singles 
were  at  Radium  Springs  17  Apr  (MS),  at  San 
Jon  24  Apr  (CR),  at  Clovis  28  Apr  (JA)  and  4 
May  (JO),  and  at  Tatum  6  May  (JEP).  Previ¬ 
ously  unreported  in  New  Mexico,  a  light- 
morph  ad.  Short-tailed  Hawk  was  seen  twice 
in  the  Animas  Mts.  24  May  (JD,  SOW);  com¬ 
ing  on  the  heels  of  growing  presence  in  s. 
Texas  and  se.  Arizona  and  recent  documen¬ 
tation  in  n.  Chihuahua  (JD),  the  species  was 
expected  in  New  Mexico.  Zone-tailed  Hawk 
continued  its  growing  presence  in  the  ne., 
with  singles  in  the  Gallinas  Valley  at  San  Au¬ 
gustin,  San  Miguel  (WW),  s.  of  Mosquero  27 
Apr  (MM),  and  at  Sumner  Dam  8  May  (ph. 
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JO,  JEP);  noteworthy  for  the  Organ  Mts.  was 
one  at  Aguirre  Springs  21  May  (JNP).  Very 
late  Merlins  were  singles  at  Dcming  30  Apr 
(LM),  Socorro  1  May  (CR),  and  Albuquerque 
19  May  (BN). 

QUAIL  THROUGH  TERNS 

Unexpected  was  a  vocal  Gambel’s  Quail  at 
Santa  Rosa  L.  24  Apr  (CR);  a  Gambel’s  Quail 
x  Scaled  Quail  hybrid  was  noted  8  Mar  at 
Sandia  Heights  (R.  Slowen),  where  Gambel’s 
was  introduced  several  years  ago.  Common 
Moorhens  where  seldom  reported  were  one 
e.  to  Clovis  6  May  (JEP)  and  UP  t0  2  in  the 
R.S.-Black  R.  area  5-6  Mar  (CR,  BN,  SW). 
An  American  Golden-Plover  at  Bosque  9  May 
(MB)  provided  the  lone  report.  A  high  11 
Semipalmated  Plovers  were  at  Ute  L.  24  Apr 
(CR,  BN).  The  31  Mountain  Plovers  at 
B.L.N.W.R.  16  Mar  (GW)  may  have  been 
grounded  by  a  snowstorm;  noteworthy  were 
13  near  Logan  21  Mar  (DC),  one  or  2  w.  of 
Encino  28  Apr  (JO)  and  11  May  (JEP),  and 
one  on  Otero  Mesa  8  Mar  (RM).  Willets 
made  a  strong  showing  15  Apr-31  May,  with 
highs  of  45  near  Cliff  2  May  (CR),  39  at 
Springer  L.  28  Apr  (DC),  31  at  Sumner  Dam 

9  May  (JO),  and  25  at  E.B.L.  6  May  (JNP). 
Very  rare  in  spring,  4  Upland  Sandpipers 
were  at  Lingo  14  May  (LS).  A  Whimbrel  at 
Ute  L.  4  May  (ph.  DC)  furnished  the  only  re¬ 
port.  Marbled  Godwits  were  conspicuous 
from  the  R.G.V  eastward  6  Apr-18  May,  in¬ 
cluding  highs  of  220  at  Ute  L.  (CR,  BN)  and 
up  to  90  at  Bosque  (JO,  MB)  24  Apr. 

The  shorebird  of  the  season  was  an  ad.  Lit¬ 
tle  Stint,  a  species  previously  unreported  in 
New  Mexico,  at  B.L.N.W.R.  31  May  (ph.  JO, 
ph.  M.  Male,  J.  Fieth,  GW).  Very  early  was  a 
Sanderling  at  Lordsburg  8  Apr  (JEP,  JO);  lat¬ 
est  were  4  at  Ute  L.  26  May  (JO).  Earliest 
White-rumped  Sandpipers  were  3  at 
B.L.N.W.R.  11  May  (JEP);  high  counts  were 

15  at  Portales  27  May  (JEP)  and  20  at 
B.L.N.W.R.  30  May  (JO).  A  high  count  of  11 
Pectoral  Sandpipers  came  from  Portales  8 
May  (CR,  BN).  A  Dunlin  was  at  Holloman  L. 

10  Mar  (SW).  Scarce  in  the  R.G.V,  a  Stilt 
Sandpiper  was  at  Bosque  23  Apr  (JEP)  and  3 
May  (JO);  in  the  e.,  the  high  count  was  157 
at  B.L.N.W.R.  18  May  (GW). 

Yet  more  Laughing  Gulls  reached  New 
Mexico,  with  single  ads.  at  Ruby  Ranch  n.  of 
Las  Vegas  18  Apr  (WW)  and  at  Sumner  L.  8 
May  (ph.  JO,  JEP)  and  a  second-year  bird  at 
Clovis  25  &  30  May  (WW,  ph.  JO).  Very  ear¬ 
ly  was  a  Franklins  Gull  at  the  Socorro  dump 

16  Mar  (JO);  noteworthy  for  the  nw.  were  3 
at  Grants  11  Apr  (M.  Watson).  Scarce  in  the 
sw.,  a  Herring  Gull  was  at  Lordsburg  8  Apr 
(JEP,  JO).  Caspian  Tern  is  a  rare  migrant  in 
New  Mexico,  but  this  season  produced  sin¬ 
gles  at  Bosque  2  May  (ph.  JO),  Ute  L.  5  May 
(ph.  JO),  and  L.  Avalon  6  May  (ph.  JO).  Rare 
in  spring,  2  Common  Terns  were  at  Clovis  30 


May  (ph.  JO).  Unreported  since  2002,  single 
ad.  Arctic  Terns  were  at  Sumner  L.  9  &  11 
May  (ph.  JO,  JEP)  and  Tucumcari  L.  26  &  29 
May  (ph.  JO,  BN).  A  Forster’s  Tern  at  L.  Aval¬ 
on  5  Mar  (CR,  BN)  may  have  wintered  local¬ 
ly.  Very  early  was  a  Least  Tern  at  Caballo  L. 
18  Apr  (JO);  other  migrants  away  from 
known  breeding  areas  were  singles  at  Tu¬ 
cumcari  L.  26  May  (JO),  Clovis  26  &  30  May 
(JO),  and  Bosque  25  May  (WW);  the  first 
nest  at  B.L.N.W.R.  was  initiated  15  May  (J. 
Montgomery),  while  the  Brantley  L.  colony 
numbered  18  ads.  24  May  (RD). 

PIGEONS  THROUGH  OWLS 

Early  was  a  Band-tailed  Pigeon  in  the  Burro 
Mts.  5  Mar  (JEP).  Although  the  coloniza¬ 
tions  novelty  has  passed,  observers  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  continue  reporting  Eurasian 
Collared-Dove,  especially  breeding  activity; 
2  at  Crownpoint  30  May  (DH)  provided  a 
new  locality,  and  an  active  nest  was  at  Ned 
Houk  Park,  Curry  28  May  (CR).  White¬ 
winged  Doves  continued  to  expand  north¬ 
ward,  including  to  Thoreau  22  May  (CR, 
BN),  Maxwell  28  Apr-28  May  (ph.  DC),  Roy 
23  Apr  (CR,  BN),  near  Mosquero  28  Apr 
(MM),  Conchas  L.  14  May  (CR),  and  N.R.T. 
12  Apr-21  May  (m.ob.),  as  well  as  upward 
into  forested  areas,  including  Armijo 
Canyon,  Sandia  Mts.  21  Apr  (HS)  and  Water 
Canyon  26  Apr  (HS).  Up  to  2  Common 
Ground-Doves  persisted  at  Rodeo  through 
10  Apr  (JEP,  CL,  REW,  MB);  3  were  in 
Guadalupe  Canyon  14  May  (AC).  At  least  5 
of  the  wintering  Ruddy  Ground-Doves  were 
at  Rodeo  4  Mar  (JEP,  CL),  and  4  were  there 

10  Apr  (MB);  the  last  reported  was  one  there 
25  Apr  (WW). 

Unusual  were  2  Yellow-billed  Cuckoos  in 
an  oak-juniper  canyon  s.  of  San  Jon  29  May 
(CR,  BN);  others  where  seldom  reported  were 
one  on  Ute  Cr.,  Harding  22  &  26  May  (JO),  2 
s.  of  Mosquero  14  May  (MM),  one  n.  of  Mel¬ 
rose  28  May  (CR,  BN),  3  near  Lingo  20  May+ 
(T.  McDaniel),  one  e.  of  Milnesand  14  May 
(LS),  and  one  at  Tatum  19  May  (JO).  Two 
Barn  Owl  nests  at  B.L.N.W.R.  had  fledged  or 
near-fledged  young  30  Apr  (GW).  Notewor¬ 
thy  for  the  Animas  Mts.  was  a  pair  of  Flam- 
mulated  Owls  14  May  (NM-C).  The  resident 
Eastern  Screech-Owl  at  Portales  entertained 
many  6-8  May  (ph.  DK,  ph.  JO,  m.ob.).  A 
Whiskered  Screech-Owl  was  in  Indian  Cr. 
Canyon,  Animas  Mts.  23-24  May  (SOW,  JD). 
Early  was  a  vocal  Elf  Owl  in  Clanton  Canyon 

1 1  Mar  (CL);  the  species  returned  to  the  Lad¬ 
der  Ranch,  Sierra  25  Mar  (S.  Dobrott),  while 
in  Eddy,  singles  were  in  Rocky  Arroyo  15  Apr 
(JEP)  and  5  May  (JO).  Likely  responding  to 
favorable  environmental  conditions,  an  un¬ 
precedented  number  of  Long-eared  Owl  nests 
were  found  in  widely  scattered  locales  and 
varying  habitats,  including  prairie  woodlots, 
riparian  cottonwoods,  mountain  pines,  and 


desert  mesquite;  nests  with  young  and/or 
fledglings  were  at  Vermejo  Ranch  13  May 
(ph.  DC),  Maxwell  12  May  (ph.  P.  Hoban), 
Santa  Fe  17  May  (JPB),  Cerrillos  18  May  (AF, 
LS),  Corrales  in  May  (GG),  Bosque  in  Apr 
(U.S.EW.S.),  L.  Roberts  13-15  May  (ph.  R.  & 
E.  Daily),  and  Rodeo  18  Apr  (M.  Brown,  ph. 
M.  Parmer).  Two  Short-eared  Owls  took  up 
residence  in  remnant  prairie  grasses  w.  of  Por¬ 
tales,  where  seen  by  many  7-13  May  (JEP, 
m.ob.)  and  where  still  present  25-31  May 
(JPB,  ph.  JO,  GK);  another  was  at  Boone’s 
Draw  8  May  (JD). 

NIGHTHAWKS  THROUGH  SHRIKES 

Lesser  Nighthawks  arrived  at  Radium 
Springs  (MS,  JZ)  and  Brantley  L.  (JEP)  15 
Apr;  n.  were  3  vocalizing  at  Clabber  Hill 
Ranch,  San  Miguel  14  May  (CR).  A  vocal 
Whip-poor-will  was  at  Cienega  Canyon,  San¬ 
dia  Mts.  18  May  (JEP),  where  also  present 
last  year.  Two  Black  Swifts  were  near  the  Gila 
Cliff  Dwellings  7  May  (DB).  Rare  e.  to  DcBa- 
ca ,  a  While-throated  Swift  was  at  Sumner 
Dam  8  May  (JEP).  Broad-billed  Humming¬ 
birds  in  the  Peloncillo  Mts.  were  singles  in 
RO.  Canyon  14  May  (fide  AC)  and  Cotton¬ 
wood  Canyon  25  Apr  (WW).  A  Magnificent 
Hummingbird  was  at  L.  Roberts  14  Mar  (J. 
Day-Martin);  3  were  in  the  Animas  Mts.  24 
May  (SOW,  JD).  Lucifer  Hummingbirds  away 
from  RO.  Canyon  were  single  males  in  Cot¬ 
tonwood  Canyon  25  Apr  (WW)  and  25  May 
(REW).  Earliest  Black-chinneds  were  singles 
at  Radium  Springs  28  Mar  (MS,  JZ)  and 
Deming  31  Mar  (LM).  A  male  Costa’s  Hum¬ 
mingbird  was  in  Guadalupe  Canyon  9  &  1 1 
Apr  (ph.  JO,  JEP,  MB);  surprisingly  early  was 
a  male  Broad-tailed  Hummingbird  at  Oliver 
Lee  S.R  4  Mar  (MS,JZ). 

Continuing  from  Dec  was  a  Red-bellied 
Woodpecker  s.  of  Mosquero  3  Mar- 14  May 
(ph.  MM);  another  was  w.  to  Springer  18  Mar 
(CB).  Noteworthy  for  Colfax  was  a  Red-head¬ 
ed  Woodpecker  near  Cimarron  14  May  (ph. 
DC).  Up  to  3  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers  were 
nicely  documented  s.  of  Mosquero  3  Mar-27 
Apr  (ph.  MM);  a  Red-naped  Sapsucker  was  e. 
to  the  Texas  line  in  s.  Roosevelt  9  Apr  (LS). 
Scarce  in  the  Sacramento  Mts.,  an  American 
Three-toed  Woodpecker  was  in  Philadelphia 
Canyon  near  Bonito  L.  1 1  Mar  (SW).  Provid¬ 
ing  a  first  for  the  Magdalena  Mts.  was  a  vocal 
Greater  Pewee  in  Water  Canyon  1  (T. 
Brownell)  &  10  May  (JO,  JEP).  A  vocal  Aca¬ 
dian  Flycatcher  at  N.R.T.  19  May  (v.r.  JO, 
MB,  CL)  provided  the  5th  well-documented 
state  record.  A  Gray  Flycatcher  was  early  at 
Redrock  26  Mar  (JEP,  JO).  Black  Phoebes  in¬ 
creased  their  northerly  presence,  including 
one  below  Navajo  Dam  12  Mar  (TR),  one  at 
Watrous  23  Apr  (CR,  BN),  singles  at  two 
Cimarron  sites  22  &  30  Apr  (DC),  2  at 
Springer  12  May  (DC),  one  at  Conchas  L.  14 
May  (CR),  and  2  s.  of  Mosquero  24  Mar 
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(MM).  Eastern  Phoebes  in  likely  breeding  lo¬ 
cales  included  2  at  Clayton  L.  14  Apr  (WH) 
and  30  May  (JO),  4  s.  of  Mosquero  24-25 
Mar  and  13-14  May  (MM),  and  up  to  2  be¬ 
low  Ute  Dam  22  Mar  and  8  Apr  (DC).  Ver¬ 
milion  Flycatchers  continued  to  expand  in 
the  ne.,  including  one  far  n  to  Seneca,  Union 
29  May  (ph.  JO);  others  were  at  Cerrillos  (AF, 
FS),  s.  of  Mosquero  (MM),  Conchas  F.  (CR), 
Sumner  Dam  (CL,  CR),  Mesa,  Chaves  (RD), 
N.R.T.  (SOW),  Lingo  (LS),  and  B.L.N.W.R. 
(JEP,  JO,  GW)  Apr-May.  Nicely  documented 
were  2  vocal  Dusky-capped  Flycatchers  n.  to 
the  Burro  Mts.  13  May+  (v.r.  RW,  DB);  very 
early  Ash-throateds  were  singles  at  Carlsbad 
23  Mar  (SW)  and  Redrock  26  Mar  (JEP,  JO). 
Continuing  from  Feb,  the  Las  Cruces  Great 
Kiskadee  was  last  reported  1 1  Mar  (CL). 
Only  one  Thick-hilled  Kingbird  was  found  in 
Guadalupe  Canyon  14  May  (AC).  Two  Scis- 
sor-tailcd  Flycatchers  strayed  w.  to  Farming- 
ton  8  May  0-  Hamilton);  others  beyond  usu¬ 
al  range  were  singles  near  Cimarron  14  May 
(ph.  DC)  and  Las  Vegas  N.W.R.  1-22  May  (J. 
Arrott,  DW),  a  pair  s.  of  Mosquero  14  May 
(MM),  and  singles  near  Conchas  L.  14  May 
(CR),  San  Jon  29  May  (CR,  BN),  and  Tolar  8 
May  (BN).  Single  Northern  Shrikes  were 
near  Folsom  11  &  13  Mar  (M.  Stake,  JO). 

VIREOS  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

A  good  White-eyed  Vireo  season  found  sin¬ 
gles  at  N.R.T.  21  May  (JEP,  JO),  Crossroads 
29  Apr  (JEP,  ph.  JO),  and  R.S.  7  May  (SW).  A 
vocal  Bell’s  Vireo  was  n.  to  N.R.T.  22  May 
(CL,  JEP,  JO),  and  up  to  4  were  at  Bosque  30 
Apr+  (m.ob.);  others  where  seldom  reported 
were  singles  at  Deming  30  Apr  (LM),  the  Lit¬ 
tle  Hatchet  Mts.  30  May  (SOW),  and  Lords- 
burg  14  May  (AC).  Single  Yellow-throated 
Vireos  were  at  Percha  15  May  (ph.  CL)  and 
Boone’s  Draw  28  May  (ph.  JPB).  A 
Plumbeous  Vireo  at  Mesilla  8  Apr  (CL)  was 
in  an  area  where  the  species  wintered;  single 
Cassin’s  Vireos  at  Deming  12  Apr  (LM),  Ha- 
chita  20  Apr  (WH),  and  Boones  Draw  21  Apr 
(J A)  likely  were  early  migrants.  A  Blue-head¬ 
ed  Vireo  at  N.R.T.  18  May  (ph.  JO)  provided 
the  only  detailed  report  of  that  species.  A 
Pinyon  Jay  nest  at  Santa  Fe  13  Mar  (BF)  was 
abandoned  after  a  mid-Mar  snowstorm;  far  e. 
were  62  Pinyons  s.  of  Mosquero  25  Mar 
(MM)  and  6  along  the  caprock  s.  of  San  Jon 
14  May  (SW). 

Cave  Swallows  were  frequenting  a  culvert 
at  a  new  site  n.  of  Las  Cruces  5  May  (R. 
Ketchum);  three  Cave  nests  were  at  a  new 
Whites  City  site  12  May  (SW).  Encouraging 
was  a  report  of  18  Mexican  Chickadees,  in¬ 
cluding  one  carrying  food,  in  the  Animas 
Mts.  14  May  (NM-C).  Scarce  e.  to  DeBaca,  2 
Bushtits  were  at  Sumner  Dam  8  &  22  May 
(JEP).  Remnants  of  the  winter’s  Red-breast¬ 
ed  Nuthatch  lowland  invasion  continued 
into  spring,  including  singles  at  Mesilla  8 


Apr  (CL),  Deming  12  Apr  (LM),  N.R.T.  8 
May  (DK),  and  Vaughn  15  May  (CR).  Two 
Pygmy  Nuthatches  were  e.  to  Mills  Canyon 
3  Apr  (CR,  BN).  Up  to  2  Cactus  Wrens  were 
n.  to  the  Mosquero  area  3  Mar  &r  14  May 
(MM).  A  Carolina  Wren  on  the  CS  Ranch  e. 
of  Cimarron  13  May  (v.r.  DC)  provided  a 
Colfax  first.  Single  Winter  Wrens  were  at  La 
Joya  27  Mar  (CR)  and  R.S.  6  &  20  Mar 
(SW).  Late  for  the  e.  plains  was  a  Golden- 
crowned  Kinglet  near  Bueyeros,  Harding  23 
Apr  (CR,  BN).  Noteworthy  for  Luna  were 
single  Black-tailed  Gnatcatchers  near  Hcr- 
manas  4  Mar  (JEP,  JO)  and  in  the  Tres  Her- 
manas  Mts.  14  May  (LM)  and  3  in  the  Little 
Hatchet  Mts.  13  May  (LM). 

Eastern  Bluebirds  continue  to  colonize  the 
R.G.V.,  with  a  nest  in  an  agave  stalk  near  Ra¬ 
dium  Springs  that  fledged  young  22  Apr 
(MS,  JZ)  and  four  pairs,  including  an  active 
nest,  in  a  burned  area  at  Abeytas,  Socorro  10 
May  (DH).  Seldom  noted  in  migration,  a 
probable  Veery  wras  at  N.R.T.  1 1  May  (JB); 
migrant  Swainson’s  Thrushes  were  there  3- 
31  May  (JO  et  ah).  Now  almost  dependable 
at  N.R.T.,  a  Wood  Thrush  was  present  14-15 
May  (JO,  JEP).  Unexpected  was  a  Varied 
Thrush  found  dead  in  San  Andres  Canyon, 
Dona  Ana  13  May  (RM).  A  pair  of  Gray  Cat¬ 
birds  was  s.  to  Bosque  Redondo  30  May 
(JEP).  Two  Crissal  Thrasher  nests  had  small 
young  at  Petroglyph  N.M.  10-11  Mar  (HS), 
where  singing  began  in  Jan. 

Following  several  winter  reports,  Bohemi¬ 
an  Waxwing  staged  a  respectable  incursion 
into  n.  New  Mexico  8  Mar-7  Apr,  with  re¬ 
ports  from  Santa  Fe,  San  Miguel,  Bernalillo, 
Colfax,  Union,  and  Harding  and  including  up 
to  50  at  Santa  Fes  Randall  Davey  Audubon 
Center  8  Mar-7  Apr  (R.  Ellenberg  et  ah,  ph. 
JO),  up  to  30  n.  of  Pecos  12-27  Mar  (JPB  et 
ah,  ph.  GF),  up  to  27  in  the  Sandia  Park- 
Cedar  Crest  area  28  Mar-2  Apr  (J.  Ligon  et 
ah),  with  singles  at  Cimarron  25-26  Mar  (ph. 
DC),  Maxwell  4  Apr  (DC),  Capulin  N.M.  13 
Mar  (JO),  and  Mills  Canyon  3  Apr  (CR,  BN). 
Large  flocks  of  Cedar  Waxwings  were  found 
statewide  Mar-May;  among  the  last  were 
over  700  at  Corrales  15  May  (J.  Ruth).  Con¬ 
tinuing  a  northward  trend,  a  Phainopepla 
was  near  Farmington  16  Mar  (J.  Tanner). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  TANAGERS 

Among  the  highlights  of  a  busy  warbler  sea¬ 
son  was  a  Blue-winged  Warbler  at  N.R.T.  16 
&  28  May  (JB,  JO,  CR,  BN).  East  of  range,  2 
Lucy’s  Warblers  were  conspicuous  at  R.S.  15 
Apr-i-  (JEP,  m.ob.);  at  their  n.  limit  in  the 
R.G.V.,  four  pairs  were  tending  fledglings  at 
Veguita,  n.  Socorro  27  May  (D.  Varela- 
Phillips).  Single  Northern  Parulas  were  at 
Miami  L.  25  Apr  (ph.  DC),  Sumner  Dam  9 
May  (JEP,  JO),  and  Boone’s  Draw  21  Apr  (JA) 
and  10  May  (DK)  and  up  to  2  were  at  N.R.T. 
14-16  May  (m.ob.).  Previously  unreported 


in  New  Mexico,  a  singing  Tropical  Parula 
was  described  at  the  Gila  Bird  Area  30  Apr 
(JPB),  but  efforts  to  relocate  it  were  unsuc¬ 
cessful.  Very  early  was  a  Yellow  Warbler  at 
Percha  19  Mar  (JEP),  as  was  one  at  Bosque 
26  Mar  (CR).  Also  early  was  a  Chestnut- 
sided  Warbler  at  Albuquerque  2-17  Apr  (N. 
Baczek,  ph.  JO,  MB,  JEP,  DH);  elsewhere,  at 
least  2  Chestnut-sideds  were  at  N.R.T.  13-15 
May  (ph.  JO,  m.ob.).  A  Magnolia  Warbler 
stopped  briefly  at  N.R.T.  28  May  (JEP,  JO, 

BN).  The  Black-throated  Gray  Warbler  that 
wintered  at  Mesilla  was  still  there  11  Mar 
(CL);  the  earliest  migrant  was  one  at  Bosque 
17  Apr  (JO).  A  Black-throated  Green  Warbler 
at  N.R.T.  10  May  (JB)  provided  the  lone  re¬ 
port.  Rare  in  spring,  2  Hermit  Warblers  were 
in  the  Animas  Mts.  14  May  (NM-C).  With 
fewer  than  20  records,  Blackburnian  War¬ 
bler  is  one  of  the  rarer  e.  strays;  this  season 
found  a  female  at  N.R.T.  15  May  (JEP,  ph.  JO, 

SW)  and  a  male  in  Water  Canyon  the  same 
day  (ph.  R.  Reed,  ph.  C.  Pasterczyk).  Notably 
early  Grace’s  Warblers  were  singles  at  Emory 
Pass  and  near  San  Lorenzo  8  Apr  (JEP)  and 
in  the  Manzano  Mts.  14  Apr  (HS).  The  Pine 
Warbler  that  wintered  at  Kirtland  A. LB.  was 
seen  17  Mar  (JEP,  MB).  A  Palm  Warbler  of 
the  nominate  subspecies  was  at  N.R.T.  9  May 
(JEP,  ph.  JO).  Other  rare  strays  included  a 
Bay-breasted  Warbler  at  N.R.T.  14-15  May 
(ph.  JO,  JEP,  CR,  SW),  a  Blackpoll  Warbler 
at  Sumner  Dam  9  May  (GK)  and  another  at 
Bandelier  N.M.  20  May  (ph.  JPB),  a  Pro- 
thonotary  Warbler  banded  near  Cliff  17  May 
(M.  &  C.  Fugagli),  single  Worm-eating  War¬ 
blers  at  Albuquerque  3  May  (ph.  J.  Stanek), 
Boones  Draw  8  May  (JD),  and  near  Gila  29 
May  (K.  Brodhead),  a  Swainson’s  Warbler  at 
Boone’s  Draw  27-28  May  (JEP,  JO,  JPB),  and 
single  Kentucky  Warblers  in  Otero  Canyon, 
Manzanita  Mts.  15  May  (BV)  and  at  R.S.  29 
Apr  (CL).  Among  the  rare-but-regulars  were 
single  Black-and-white  Warblers  at  six  sites 
from  the  R.G.V  eastward,  including  one  at 
San  Andres  Spring  13  May  (RM),  one  to  3 
American  Redstarts  at  five  sites,  including 
singles  s.  of  Mosquero  14  May  (MM)  and  at 
Quarai  16  May  (HS),  and  one  or  more  Hood¬ 
ed  Warblers  at  N.R.T.  6  (JEP,  CR,  BN),  12  (vt. 

JO),  &  19  May  (ph.  CL),  plus  single  Hood- 
eds  at  B.L.N.W.R.  29  Apr  (GK,  JA),  Milne- 
sand  29  Apr  (JEP,  JO)  and  w.  to  the  Animas 
Mts.  24  May  (SOWJD). 

Hepatic  Tanagers  where  rarely  encoun¬ 
tered  were  one  n.  to  the  Ortiz  Mts.  21  May 
(LS)  and,  in  Bernalillo,  a  male  in  Hondo 
Canyon  22  May  (RD)  and  a  pair  at  Cedro 
Peak  30  May  (JEP).  A  Summer  Tanager  was 
singing  n.  to  Pilar,  Taos  23  May  (WH).  A 
male  Scarlet  Tanager  at  Mesilla  4  May  (J.  [ 

Douglas)  provided  the  2nd  for  Dona  Aria.  A 
wave  of  248  Western  Tanagers  hit  sw.  Santa 
Fe  14  May  (DW),  but  only  33  were  there  the 
following  day  (DW). 
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SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Responding  to  favorable  conditions,  numer¬ 
ous  Cassin’s  Sparrows  were  singing  early 
throughout  e.  and  s.  New  Mexico,  including 
in  sw.  areas  where  typically  scarce  or  absent 
in  spring.  A  Botteri’s  Sparrow  was  on  territo¬ 
ry  in  the  Animas  Valley  23  May  (SOW,  JD). 
Late  and  s.  of  expected  was  an  American  Tree 
Sparrow  on  Yeso  Cr.  s.  of  Yeso  29  Mar  (WH). 
Six  Black-chinned  Sparrows  were  ne.  to 
Corazon  Hill,  San  Miguel  14  May  (CR);  note¬ 
worthy  for  Harding  were  2  Black-throateds  at 
Bueyeros  23  Apr  (CR,  BN).  Early  was  a  Sage 
Sparrow  at  Stubblefield  L.  1 1  Mar  (ph.  DC). 
As  expected  in  years  of  plentiful  winter¬ 
spring  rains.  Lark  Bunting  remained  in  num¬ 
bers  in  ne.  New  Mexico  through  May; 
singing  males  were  found  w.  to  Santa  Fe  in 
mid-May  (M.  Ristow,  LS).  A  Savannah  Spar¬ 
row  was  singing  at  Bluewater  L.  22  May  (CR, 
BN).  Two  Baird’s  Sparrows  were  in  Luna 
grasslands  8  Mar  (RM).  Last  Fox  Sparrows 
were  a  grayish  one  s.  of  Mosquero  3  Mar 
(MM)  and  a  reddish  one  at  R.S.  5  Mar  (CR). 
Harris’s  Sparrows  were  unusually  well  dis¬ 
tributed,  with  singles  at  Aztec  6  May  (Mary 
LaRue),  Maxwell  14  Mar-5  May  (ph.  DC,  ph. 
JO),  w.  of  Datil  24-27  May  (ph.  J.  &  G. 
Hardie),  s.  of  Mosquero  25  Mar  (MM),  near 
Portales  8  Mar  (J.  Nelson-Moore),  Milnesand 

29  Apr  (JEP),  Radium  Springs  17  Mar-30 
Apr  (ph.  MS,  ph.  JZ),  and  R.S.  20  Mar  (SW), 
plus  2  at  Boone’s  Draw  21  Apr  (JA).  Golden- 
crowned  Sparrows  were  confined  to  Colfax, 
with  singles  at  Maxwell  7-8  May  (ph.  DC) 
and  the  CS  Ranch  13  May  (DC).  Four  Yel¬ 
low-eyed  Junco  territories  were  mapped  in 
the  Burro  Mts.  3-4  May  (JD);  a  nest  with 
eggs  was  in  the  Animas  Mts.  14  May  (R.  A. 
Rowlett,  ph.  NM-C),  where  a  partial  survey 
found  five  territories  24  May  (JD,  SOW).  A 
bright  Lapland  Longspur  at  Ruby  Ranch  n.  of 
Las  Vegas  18  Apr  (WW)  was  late,  as  was  a 
Chestnut-collared  Longspur  near  Hermanas 

30  Apr  (DH). 

Northern  Cardinal  continues  to  expand 
northward,  including  in  the  R.G.V.,  with  a 
male  at  Albuquerque  26  May  (DH)  and  an¬ 
other  male  at  Luis  Lopez  21  Apr  (ph.  JO);  in 
the  ne.,  singles  were  at  Santa  Rosa  5  Mar 
(WW)  and  near  Conchas  L.  14  May  (CR), 
while  noteworthy  for  the  sw.  were  single 
males  in  the  Little  Hatchet  Mts.  30  May 
(SOW)  and  Lake  Valley  21  May  (PS).  Rose¬ 
breasted  Grosbeaks  visited  at  least  1 7  locales 
from  the  R.G.V  eastward;  singles  were  w.  to 
Farmington  3  May  (H.  Richard)  and  Silver 
City  18  May  (fide  DB).  Notably  early  were 
single  Lazuli  Buntings  at  B.L.N.W.R.  and  R.S. 
15  Apr  (JEP).  Three  Painted  Buntings  were 
n.  to  Conchas  L.  (CR)  and  one  was  at  N.R.T. 
(JO)  14  May;  in  the  R.G.V.,  2  were  n.  to  Ra¬ 
dium  Springs  11  &  25  May  (MS,  JZ).  Single 
Dickcissels  were  w.  to  Socorro  13  May  (PB) 
and  the  Ladder  Ranch,  Siena  17  May  (WW). 


A  male  Bobolink  was  singing  in  Albu¬ 
querque’s  North  Valley  15  May  (K.  Herzen- 
berg);  another  male  was  in  the  San  Andres 
Mts.,  e.  Sierra  25  May  (ph.  CL).  Bronzed 
Cowbirds  were  prevalent  in  Grant ,  Hidalgo, 
Luna,  and  Doha  Ana,  including  17  at  Separ 
17  May  (LM),  and  one  was  n.  to  Socorro  5 
May  (BF).  In  the  Pecos  Valley,  one  was  n.  to 
B.L.N.W.R.  24  May  (GW),  while  in  the  e. 
plains,  one  was  at  Oasis  S.P  7  May  (GK),  up 
to  2  were  at  Boone’s  Draw  1  (CL)  &r  29  May 
(JO,  BN),  and  one  was  at  N.R.T.  28  May 
(JEP).  Orchard  Oriole  continued  to  appear  n. 
and  w.  of  usual,  including  one  at  Maxwell  17 
May  (ph.  DC),  2  near  Conchas  L.  14  May 
(CR),  and  2-4  at  Ute  L.  18-26  May  (JO,  DC). 
Far  n.  was  a  male  Hooded  Oriole  at  El  Mor- 
ro  N.M.  7  May  (C.  Grimes);  another  was  re¬ 
ported  at  Santa  Fe  25  Apr  (M.  Grover).  Ex¬ 
tensively  detailed  was  a  first-spring  female 
Baltimore  Oriole  near  Radium  Springs  19 
Apr  (MS),  where  an  early  Bullocks  arrived  28 
Mar  (MS,  JZ). 

A  three-species  flock  of  60  rosy-finches 
was  at  Sandia  Crest  12  Apr,  and  25  were 
there  13  Apr  (fide  K.  Schneider);  the  last  at 
Eagle  Nest  was  a  three-species  flock  of  52, 
primarily  Brown-cappeds,  1  Apr  (DC).  A  pair 
of  Pine  Grosbeaks  was  at  Chama  2  Mar  (RD); 
1 1  lingered  s.  to  Sandia  Crest  18  Mar  (JEP). 
Moderate  numbers  of  Cassin’s  Finches  were 
widespread  Mar-Apr,  from  Farmington  e.  to 
Folsom  and  s.  to  Guadalupe  Canyon  and 
Cloudcroft;  noteworthy  were  70  in  the  Burro 
Mts.  4  Mar  (JO)-  Small  numbers  of  Red 
Crossbills  were  similarly  widespread,  includ¬ 
ing  10  e.  to  Mills  Canyon  3  Apr  (CR,  BN),  10 
in  the  Sawtooth  Mts.  7  Apr  (SOW),  18  in  the 
Burro  Mts.  2-4  May  (JD),  and  2  at  Timberon 
1  May  (C.  Wagner).  Pine  Siskins  lingered  in 
nonbreeding  areas  through  Apr;  late  were  2 
near  Clovis  28  May  (CR,  BN),  one  at  Deming 
21  May  (LM),  and  5  in  the  Little  Hatchet 
Mts.  30  May  (SOW).  Astounding  was  a  male 
Lawrence’s  Goldfinch  n.  to  Corrales  9-12 
Mar  (J.  Kneen). 
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Basham,  Jonathan  P.  Batkin,  Matt  Baumann, 
David  Beatty,  James  Black,  Celestyn  Brozek, 
David  Cleary,  Alan  Craig,  John  DeLong, 
Robert  Doster,  Doug  Emkalns,  Andrew  Fen¬ 
ner,  Bernard  Foy,  Gary  Froehlich,  Gail  Gar¬ 
ber,  HawkWatch  International  (HWI),  David 
Hawksworth,  William  Howe,  Gregoiy  Keller, 
David  Krueper,  Carl  Lundblad,  Martin  Mac- 
Roberts,  Larry  Malone,  Raymond  Meyer, 
Narca  Moore-Craig,  Bruce  Neville,  Jerry  Old- 
enettel,  John  E.  Parmeter,  James  N.  Paton, 
Tim  Reeves,  Christopher  Rustay,  Lawry 
Sager,  Hart  Schwarz,  Marcy  Scott,  Patricia 
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Richard  E.  Webster,  Steve  West,  William 
West,  David  White,  Robert  Wilcox,  S.  O. 
Williams,  James  Zabriskie.  O 


Statement  of  Ownership, 
Management,  and  Circulation 
(Required  by  39  U.S.C.  3685) 

1  Publication  Title:  North  American  Birds 

2  Publication  No  872-200 

3  Filing  Date  10/24/05 

4.  Issue  Frequency:  Quarterly 

5  No  of  Issues  Published  Annually  4 

6  Annual  Subscription  Price.  $30 

7  Complete  Mailing  Address  of  Known  Office  of 
Publication  PO  Box  6599,  Colorado  Springs,  CO 
80934-65998. 

8.  Complete  Mailing  Address  of  Headquarters  or 
General  Business  Office  of  Publisher  PO  Box  6599. 
Colorado  Springs,  CO  80934-6599 

9  Full  Names  and  Complete  Mailing  Addresses  of 
Publisher,  Editor,  and  Managing  Editor. 

Publisher:  American  Birding  Association,  PO  Box 
6599,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80934-6599. 

Editor:  Editor:  Edward  Brinkley,  9  Randoph  Ave  , 

Cape  Charles,  VA  23310-3213 

10.  Owner:  American  Birding  Association, 
6599,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80934-6599 

PO  Box 

11  Known  Bondholders,  Mortgagees,  and  Other 
Security  Holders  Owning  or  Holding  1  percent  or 

More  of  Total  Amount  of  Bonds,  Mortgages,  or  Other 
Securities:  None 

12  The  purpose,  function,  and  nonprofit  status  of  this 
organization  and  the  exempt  status  for  federal 
income  tax  purposes:  Has  not  changed  during 
preceding  12  months 

13  Publication  Title:  14  Issue  Date  for  Circulation 
North  American  Birds  Data  Below  59/02 

15  Extent  and  Nature  of  Avg  No 

Circulation  Copies 

Each 

Issue 

During 

Preceding 

1 2  Months 

Actual  No 
of  Copies 
Single 
Issue 
Published 
Nearest  to 
Filling  Date 

a  Total  No.  Copies  ^  .^n 

(Net  Press  Run) 

6000 

b.  Paid  and/or  Requested 

Circulation  (1)  Paid  or 

Requested  Mall  Subscriptions  4554 

( Including  Advertisers '  Proof  of 
copies/Exchange  Copies) 

4614 

(2)  Paid  In-county  Subscription  0 

0 

(3)  Sales  through  Dealers  and 

Carriers,  Street  Vendors,  and  390 

Counter  Sales  ( Not  Mailed) 

462 

(4)  Other  Classes  Mailed  USPS  0 

0 

c  Total  Paid  and/or  Requested 

Circulation  [Sum  of  15b.  (1),  (2),  4944 

(3)  and  (4)] 

5076 

d.  Free  Distribution  by  Mail 
[Samples,  complimentary,  and  0 

other  free]  ( 1)  Outside-County 

0 

(2)  In-County  0 

0 

(3)  Other  Classes  Mailed  USPS  0 

0 

e  Free  Distribution 

Outside  the  Mail  90 

( Carriers  of  Other  Means ) 

90 

f  Total  Free  Distribution  (Sum  gg 

of  15d  and  15e) 

90 

g  Total  Distribution  cnn/ 

(Sum  of  15c  and  15f) 

5166 

h  Copies  Not  Distributed  416 

834 

i.  Total  (Sum  of15g  and  h.)  5450 

6000 

j  Percent  Paid  and/or 

Requested  Circulation  98% 

(15c.  /15g  x  100) 

98% 

16.  This  Statement  of  Ownership  will  be  p 
59/03  issue  of  this  publication. 

rmted  in  the 

her, 

atrick, 

05,  1  certify 
m  is  true 

3  who  fur- 

equested 

formation 

o  criminal 

ment) 

nalties). 

17  Signature  and  Title  of  Editor,  Publis 
Business  Manager,  or  Owner:  Bryan  Pc 
Director  of  Publications,  24  October,  2C 
that  all  information  furnished  on  this  for 
and  complete  1  understand  that  anyont 
nishes  false  or  misleading  information 
on  the  form  or  who  omits  material  or  in 
requested  on  the  form  may  be  subject 
sanctions  (including  fines  and  imprison 
and/or  civil  sanctions  (including  civil  pe 

0LUME  59  (2005)  •  NUMBER  3 


475 


— 


— 


_ 


Arizona 


Mark  M.  Stevenson 

(Non-Passerines) 
4201  East  Monte  Vista  Drive  #J207 
Tucson,  Arizona  85712-5554 


Many  observers  commented  on  the 
generally  low  numbers  of  mi¬ 
grants  across  the  state  but  also  on 
the  early  arrival  of  numerous  species,  partic¬ 
ularly  flycatchers.  Sufficient  rain  had  fallen 
by  the  end  of  May  that  southern  Arizona  was 
briefly  upgraded  from  “drought”  to  “abnor¬ 
mally  dry”  conditions. 


(drbrdr@att.net) 

Gary  H.  Rosenberg 

(Passerines) 
P.0.  Box  91856 
Tucson,  Arizona  85752-1856 
(ghrosenberg@comcast.net) 


Abbreviations:  A.B.C.  (Arizona  Bird  Com¬ 
mittee);  H.R.P.  (Hassayampa  R.  Preserve); 
L.C.R.V  (lower  Colorado  R.  valley);  PL.S.P 
(Patagonia  L.  S.R);  N.l.R.  (Navajo  Indian 
Reservation);  P.R.D.  (Painted  Rock  Dam); 
S.C.L.  (San  Carlos  L.);  S.P.R.  (San  Pedro  R.); 
Sweetwater  (Sweetwater  Wetlands,  Tucson). 

LOONS  THROUGH  TURKEY 

Casual  as  a  spring  migrant,  a  Pacific  Loon 
was  reported  at  Ashurst  L.  1  May  (T.  Linda, 
tJP).  A  Common  Loon  was  late  at  Martinez 
L.  14-26  May  (ph.  HD).  Tucson’s  intermit¬ 
tent  Least  Grebes  were  seen  again:  at  Sweet¬ 
water  18  Mar+  (T.  Staudt,  ph.  MMS)  and  at 
Sam  Lena  Park  23  Apr-5  May  (R.  Wright).  A 


_ 


Red-necked  Grebe  at  Willcox  provided  a 
first  for  se.  Arizona  on  the  late  date  of  19 
May  (ph.,  IDS  et  ah).  Winter  rains  partly 
filled  the  res.  above  P.R.D.,  and  on  7  May  two 
pairs  of  Eared  Grebes  were  observed  build¬ 
ing  nests  there;  falling  water  levels  ended 
their  attempt  by  14  May  (TC).  Sixty  Western 
Grebes  were  at  refilled  Mormon  L.  21  Apr 
(T.  Linda).  At  Roosevelt  L.,  Western  and 
Clark’s  Grebes  were  building  nests  on  fresh¬ 
ly-drowned  mesquites  17  May  (A.  Smith, 
fide  TC).  Sparse  migrants,  single  Clark’s 
Grebes  were  noted  at  L.  Pleasant  12-25  Mar 
(SO),  PL.S.P  1-20  Mar  (ph.  SH),  Watson 
and  Willow  L.  11-12  May  (TM,  MMS),  and 
4  were  above  P.R.D.  14  May  (TC).  Away 
from  more  expected  areas,  2  Neotropic  Cor¬ 
morants  were  below  PR.D.  7  May  (TC,  TM). 
Good  numbers  were  seen  along  the  Gila  R. 
in  Phoenix  in  Mar  and  Apr  (TC,  TM). 

Little  Blue  Herons  wander  northward  from 
Mexico  in  spring  in  small  numbers.  One  was 
at  Sweetwater  on  the  very  early  date  of  27 
Mar  (JB),  and  singles  were  at  Gila  Bend  (ph. 
PD)  and  S.C.L.  (KK)  14  May,  a  more  typical 
date.  Several  Cattle  Egrets  in  high  color  in  w. 
Phoenix  2  Apr  suggested  nesting  (TC),  still 
an  unusual  event  in  Arizona.  A  Black  Vulture 
near  the  Salt  R./Verde  R.  confluence  14  May 
(C.  Fischer,  A.  Peyton)  was  well  e.  of  expect¬ 
ed  sw.  Phoenix  locations.  Another  was  seen 
at  San  Bernardino  N.W.R.  26  Apr  (RW), 
where  they  are  only  irregularly  reported.  In 
n.  Arizona,  three  pairs  of  reintroduced  Cali¬ 
fornia  Condors  were  reported  nesting  in  May 
(Arizona  Game  &  Fish). 

A  Trumpeter  Swan  neck-collared  and 
translocated  in  the  fall  in  Idaho  was  at  Hava¬ 
su  N.W.R.  6  Mar  (A.  Haskew,  ph.  K.  Blair)  af¬ 
ter  wintering  in  s.  California.  A  late  migrant 
Tundra  Swan  was  on  the  San  Carlos  R.  near 
S.C.L.  4  Apr  (ph.  JE).  At  Fountain  Hills  L.,  a 
Greater  White-fronted  Goose  lingered  into 
summer  (KR).  Accidental  in  Prescott,  4-6 
Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  seen  at  Wat¬ 
son  and  Willow  L.  19-20  Apr  (D.  Barnes,  W. 
Bull,  CST,  TM)  was  the  largest  number  ever 
reported  there.  A  pair  of  Gadwall  nested  at 
Dateland,  with  3  young  present  30  May 
(HD);  there  are  few  nesting  records  for  the 
L.C.R.V  A  real  oddity  was  an  apparent  hy¬ 
brid  Green-winged  Teal  x  American  Wigeon 
at  St.  David  30  Mar  (ph.  R.  Carlson).  Two 
Greater  Scaup  were  on  Lower  L.  Mary  19-22 
Mar  (CB,  ph.  JC).  A  Red-breasted  Merganser 
at  Hereford  2-4  Mar  (MM,  ph.  J.  Woodley) 
was  apparently  a  first  for  the  upper  S.PR. 

Few  White-tailed  Kites  were  reported: 
one  continued  near  Red  Rock  5  Mar  (MA),  2 
were  along  Stateline  Rd.,  Portal  24  Mar+  (DJ, 
RWe),  and  one  was  near  Arlington  7  May 
(D.  &  J.  Luehrs).  Sightings  of  a  single  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Kite  at  both  Rio  Rico  14  May  (F 
Pinilla)  and  Patagonia  21  May  (C.  Cathers) 
suggested  one  wandering  individual.  The  re¬ 
cently  established  kite  colony  at  St.  David 
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was  represented  by  a  single  individual  20 
May  (D.  Palmer  et  al.).  Near  Portal,  44- 
Northern  Harriers  26  Apr4-  (RWe,  DS)  in¬ 
cluded  a  territorial  male.  Most  harriers  de¬ 
part  s.  Arizona  by  the  end  of  Apr.  A  North¬ 
ern  Goshawk  over  Brown  Canyon, 
Baboquivari  Mts.  1  Apr  (I.  Archer,  tW.  An¬ 
derson)  was  away  from  known  nesting  areas. 
One  Red-shouldered  Hawk  remained  at 
H.R.P.  in  May  (fide  TC).  Broad-winged  Hawk 
is  a  casual  spring  migrant;  one  was  at  San 
Bernardino  N.W.R.  26  Apr  (TRWe).  A  single 
Short-tailed  Hawk  was  reported  from  the 
Chiricahua  Mts.  without  details  1 1  Apm  (m. 
ob.).  A  Crested  Caracaras  far  n.  to  Tuzigoot 
1  May  was  a  first  for  Yavapai  (ph.  D.  van 
Guasig).  Singles  seen  at  Sweetwater  25  Mar 
(MP,  MMS)  and  in  nw.  Tucson  6  Apr 
(LN)  were  unexpected  in  urban  areas. 

Two  Wild  Turkeys  at  San  Bernardino 
N.W.R.  10  May  (RWe)  appeared  to  be 
Gould’s  Turkeys.  The  status  of  that  taxon 
in  the  state  remains  unclear.  Arizona 
Game  &  Fish  translocated  28  turkeys 
(said  to  be  Goulds)  from  the  Huachuca 
Mts.  and  San  Bernardino  N.W.R.  to  the 
Pinaleno  Mts.  in  Mar. 

PLOVERS  THROUGH  TR0G0NS 

Many  observers  noted  low  numbers  of 
migrant  shorebirds  statewide  this  spring. 
Rare  transients,  2  American  Golden- 
Plovers  were  at  Gilbert  23-24  Apr  (B. 
Higgins,  ph.  C.  Marple,  vt.  M.  Rupp).  Up 
to  8  Snowy  Plovers  were  seen  7-22  May 
above  P.R.D.  (TC,  KR),  where  they  have 
occasionally  nested.  A  Black-necked  Stilt 
was  early  at  Whitewater  23  Mar  (SH).  Occa¬ 
sional  nesters  in  ne.  Arizona,  two  American 
Avocet  pairs  were  active  ne.  of  Holbrook  18 
May  (L.  Gardella).  Single  Greater  and  Lesser 
Yellowlegs  at  Willcox  22  May  (S.  Finnegan) 
were  late  migrants.  Willets  were  seen  in 
good  numbers.  A  flock  of  70-t-  at  Benson  26 
Apr  (DS)  was  the  largest  noted.  Casual  away 
from  the  L.C.R.V.,  a  Whimbrel  was  at  Wil¬ 
low  L.  14  May  (tCST).  A  Marbled  Godwit  at 
Willcox  14-24  May  (MMS,  MP)  was  quite 
late.  The  only  Sanderlings  reported  were  sin¬ 
gles  at  Willcox  29  Apr-7  May  (J.  &  MH)  and 
above  P.R.D.  7  May  (TC,  TM).  The  only 
Semipalmated  Sandpiper  reported  with  de¬ 
tails  was  at  Kayenta  S.T.P.  22  Apr  (tCL).  A 
very  casual  late  spring  migrant  in  Arizona,  a 
White-rumped  Sandpiper  was  reported  at 
Dateland  28  May  (tHD).  Casual  in  spring, 
single  Stilt  Sandpipers  were  seen  at  Gilbert  8 
May  (TM)  and  at  Willcox  14-19  May  (EW). 
Also  casual  in  spring,  a  Short-billed  Dow- 
itcher  was  heard  at  Willcox  14  Apr  (PS).  A 
Red-necked  Phalarope  at  Whitewater  10  Apr 
(KK)  was  about  two  weeks  early.  At  L.  Pleas¬ 
ant,  flocks  of  up  to  27  California  Gulls  23  & 
26  Mar  (SO)  represented  large  numbers  for 
s.  Arizona.  A  great  but  puzzling  find  was  a 


worn  large  gull  at  Willcox  26  May  (ph.  RT) 
showing  some  characters  of  a  first-winter 
Glaucous-winged  Gull.  It  will  be  evaluated 
by  the  A.B.C.;  however,  extreme  wear  would 
seem  to  preclude  definitive  identification. 
There  are  no  se.  Arizona  records  of  Glau¬ 
cous-winged  Gull  or  its  hybrids. 

Terns  are  sparse  away  from  the  L.C.R.V.  in 
spring.  Six  Caspian  Terns  were  at  Watson  L. 
12  May  (MMS),  and  up  to  10  were  seen  at 
once  at  RR.D.  12-22  May  (F  Pinilla,  TC,  PD, 
KR).  A  Forster’s  Tern  was  at  Willcox  29  Apr 
(J&rMH).  Least  Terns  put  in  another  good 
showing,  with  singles  at  Sells  3  May  (B. 
Meiklejohn),  Bill  Williams  N.W.R.  4  May  (K. 
Blair),  Gilbert  14  May  (R.  Edwards),  Willcox 
14  May  (MK),  and  Dateland  24  May  (HD). 


Up  to  2  were  in  Tucson  3-6  May  (D.  West, 
MP),  and  3  were  at  Willcox  22  May  (S. 
Finnegan,  ph.  MMS).  Single  Black  Terns 
were  at  Quigley  W.A.  3  May  (HD)  and  Wil¬ 
low  L.  11  May  (TM). 

With  Ruddy  Ground-Doves  recently  in 
year-round  residence  near  Red  Rock,  nesting 
has  been  suspected.  Up  to  4  continued  there 
this  spring  (m.ob.),  with  singing  heard  6 
May  (R.  Hoyer)  and  a  nest  reported  (without 
details)  14  May  (MK).  A  bright  male  Ruddy 
near  Arlington  14  May  (TC)  was  a  good  find 
outside  the  cooler  months.  Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo  is  one  of  the  latest-arriving  migrants 
in  Arizona,  with  few  ever  observed  before  1 
Jun.  This  spring,  there  were  early  individu¬ 
als  at  P.L.S.R  13  May  (tSH)  and  Fort  Bowie 
the  next  day  (EW). 

Near  Portal,  Flammulated  Owls  were  not¬ 
ed  feeding  young  about  two  weeks  early  on 
26  May  (DJ).  Elf  Owls  arrived  early  in  Portal 
10  Mar  (DJ)  and  Green  Valley  11  Mar  (G. 
Crandall).  Perhaps  taking  advantage  of 
abundant  prey  following  winter  rains,  nest¬ 
ing  Long-eared  Owls  were  found  near  Portal 
in  Apr-May  (P  D.  Hulce,  DJ)  and  at  Cow 
Springs  L.  in  May  (CL),  with  two  pairs  at 
each  location.  The  species  is  a  sparse  nester 


anywhere  in  the  state.  Seldom  found  nesting 
in  Arizona,  Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  were 
feeding  young  near  Rustler  Park  in  late  May 
(DJ).  A  Lesser  Nighthawk  was  two  weeks 
early  in  Tucson  30  Mar  (MA).  A  Buff-col¬ 
lared  Nightjar  at  the  Oro  Blanco  Mine  site 
near  California  Gulch  11  Apr4-  (KK)  repre¬ 
sented  the  earliest  arrival  ever  for  the 
species.  Up  to  2  were  subsequently  reported 
(m.  ob.). 

Hummingbird  numbers  remained  general¬ 
ly  low  according  to  most  observers.  A  Broad¬ 
billed  Hummingbird  at  Black  Canyon  City 
25-26  Mar  (S.  Fortier,  fide  CST)  was  n.  of  the 
species’  usual  range.  Up  to  3  White-eared 
Hummingbirds  in  Miller  Canyon,  Huachuca 
Mts.  8  May4-  (TB,  ph.  KK)  and  one  in  the 
Chiricahua  Mts.  at  Southwestern  Re¬ 
search  Station  13-18  May  (D.  Utterback 
et  al.)  were  in  expected  areas  for  this  rar¬ 
ity.  Berylline  Hummingbird  is  nearly  an¬ 
nual  in  Arizona;  one  reported  at  Chiric¬ 
ahua  N.M.  1  May  (tL.  Rogers  et  al.)  was 
not  unexpected.  Unprecedented  was  a  fe¬ 
male  Berylline  banded  at  Tumacacori  Na¬ 
tional  Historical  Park.  3  &  31  May  (ph. 
LN),  at  an  elevation  of  990  m  in  riparian 
habitat  adjacent  to  desertscrub,  marking 
the  lowest  altitude  record  of  this  species 
in  Arizona  (there  is  a  record  from 
Guadalupe  Canyon,  NM  at  a  similar  ele¬ 
vation).  Apparent  Berylline-type  hybrids 
appeared  in  eastside  Huachuca  Mt. 
canyons  again:  22  Mam  and  1 1  Mayn-  in 
Miller  Canyon  (TB,  m.  ob.)  and  1  May  in 
Ramsey  Canyon.  Violet-crowned  Hum¬ 
mingbirds  away  from  nesting  areas  were 
n.  to  Tucson  11  (RT)  &  14  Mar  (K.  Kauf¬ 
man)  and  at  Tumacacori  National  Historical 
Park  3-31  May  (LN,  R.  Tess).  Lucifer  Hum¬ 
mingbirds  returned  to  several  eastside 
Huachuca  Mt.  canyons  by  29  Mam  (m.ob.), 
with  up  to  5  at  Ash  Canyon  feeders  14  May4- 
(M.J.  Ballator).  The  only  other  report  was  of 
one  in  the  Mule  Mts.  2  Apr  (S.  Williamson). 
An  aberrant-appearing  hummingbird  at  a 
feeder  near  Wickenburg  5  Apr  (ph.  D.  Reis¬ 
er)  was  considered  by  Sheri  Williamson  to  be 
a  Costa’s  Hummingbird  x  Broad-billed  Hum¬ 
mingbird  hybrid.  In  Yuma,  a  Calliope  Hum¬ 
mingbird  on  25  Mar  (ph.  HD)  was  early  for 
the  L.C.R.V  A  pair  of  Elegant  Trogons  in 
South  Fork  Cave  Cr.  on  14  Mar  (DJ)  was 
nearly  a  month  early;  one  was  seen  6  Apr-14 
May  in  the  Patagonia  Mts.  (MB),  where  they 
are  not  known  to  breed. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  THRASHERS 

Northern  Beardless-Tyrannulet  continued  its 
apparent  range  expansion,  with  a  number  of 
exlralimital  sightings  this  spring,  including  a 
pair  nesting  along  Ranch  Cr.,  San  Carlos  In¬ 
dian  Reservation  4  May  (ph.  JE),  one  at  Por¬ 
tal  9  May  (RWe),  and  one  well  n.  near  Sun¬ 
flower  14  May  (CBa).  Greater  Pewees  were 


This  Red-necked  Grebe  found  by  David  Stejskal  at  Willcox  19  May  2005 
(here)  furnished  a  first  record  for  well-birded  southeastern  Arizona — and 
only  the  eighth  record  for  the  state.  Photograph  by  Gary  H.  Rosenberg. 


— 

VOLUME  59  (2005)  •  NUMBER  3 


477 


— 


ARIZONA 


also  found  n.  of  their  normal  range  in  Ari¬ 
zona,  with  2  in  Black  Canyon  near  Over- 
gaard  14  May  (K.  Penland)  and  one  in  Oak 
Creek  Canyon  8-14  May  (JC).  There  are 
vety  few  n.  Arizona  records  for  this  species. 
A  singing  Hammonds  Flycatcher  along  the 
road  to  Dry  Lake  Hills  near  Flagstaff  22-26 
May  (JC,  CL)  was  in  the  same  location 
where  one  nested  in  2003.  Early-arriving 
Cordilleran  Flycatchers  were  found  in  the 
Huachuca  Mts.  at  Sawmill  Canyon  15  Apr 
(SH)  and  Carr  Canyon  16  Apr  (EW)  and  in 
Bear  Canyon,  Santa  Catalina  Mts.  16  Apr 
(MA);  this  species  typically  arrives  in  late 
Apr-early  May.  A  Buff-breasted  Flycatcher 
seen  and  heard  in  Hull  Canyon  near  Jerome 
13  May  (MMS)  represented  the  northern¬ 
most  report  for  the  state.  Numerous  pairs 
were  located  this  spring  in  both  the  Chiric- 
ahua  and  Santa  Rita  Mts.  during  Apr  and 
May  (DJ,  RWe,  DS);  clearly  this  species’ 
evolving  distribution  in  Arizona  is  in  need  of 
study.  Several  Eastern  Phoebes,  casual  in 
spring,  were  reported  during  the  early  por¬ 
tion  of  the  season,  including  singles  at 
Whitewater  10  Mar  (EW),  at  Las  Cienegas 
13  Mar  (PS),  along  Sonoita  Cr.  near  Patago¬ 
nia  20  Mar  (M.  Tyner),  and  at  Paulden  along 
Granite  Cr.  30  Apr  (J.  Saar). 

Numbers  of  Dusky-capped  Flycatchers 
had  arrived  at  several  se.  Arizona  locations 
by  the  end  of  the  first  week  of  Apr,  early  for 
this  species.  One  reported  near  Prescott  29 
Mar  (V.  &  E.  Miller,  fide  CST)  provided  a 
first  local  report,  and  one  at  Overgaard  was 
there  for  the  2nd  consecutive  year  15  Apr-2 
May  (K.  Penland).  Ash-throated  Flycatchers 
also  arrived  earlier  than  expected,  with  one 
at  Sabino  Canyon  1  Mar  (WR),  one  at  L. 
Pleasant  7  Mar  (SO),  and  one  on  Navajo  Mt. 
in  n.  Arizona  16  Apr  (CL).  Brown-crested 
Flycatcher  was  also  an  early  arriver  by  more 
than  a  week  near  Patagonia  5  Apr  (KG)  and 
along  the  upper  S.PR.  6  Apr  (MM).  At  least 
2  Thick-billed  Kingbirds  were  apparently 
nesting  at  H.R.R  7-28  May  (M.  Vandewater, 
P  Moulton,  C.  Donald),  the  2nd  consecutive 
year  that  this  casual  species  for  Maricopa  has 
been  found  nesting  at  this  location.  Four 
Western  Kingbirds  at  Cameron  15  Apr  (CL) 
were  early  for  the  N.I.R.  Casual  in  Arizona 
during  the  spring,  single  Scissor-tailed  Fly¬ 
catchers  were  reported  from  Martinez  L.  14 
May  (fide  HD)  and  from  Jake’s  Corner  26 
May  (R.  &  R.  Bowling).  The  pair  of  Rose- 
throated  Becards  arrived  at  the  Patagonia 
Roadside  Rest  right  on  schedule  20  May  (S. 
Mahoney,  MB). 

A  Bell’s  Vireo  e.  of  Tacna  30  May  (HD) 
was  intriguing,  as  it  was  w.  of  the  normal 
breeding  range  in  cen.  Arizona  yet  s.  and  e. 
of  historic  nesting  areas  in  the  lower  Col¬ 
orado  R.  Valley.  A  Gray  Vireo  at  Soren  Pass 
in  the  Dragoon  Mts.  21  Apr  (SH)  may  repre¬ 
sent  a  previously  undiscovered  breeding  area 


in  se.  Arizona.  A  singing  Yellow-throated 
Vireo,  casual  in  spring,  was  at  B.T.A.  7  May 
(J.  Holloway).  A  Plumbeous  Vireo  at  Navajo 
Mt.  16  Apr  (CL)  tied  the  earliest  arrival  for 
the  N.I.R.  Also  early  was  a  Warbling  Vireo  at 
Apache  L.  6  Mar  (J.  McKay). 

At  least  2  Clark’s  Nutcrackers,  holdovers 
from  a  small  winter  invasion,  lingered 
through  May  near  Bear  Wallow,  Santa  Catali¬ 
na  Mts.  and  were  seen  carrying  “sticks”  24 
May  (MA);  there  are  no  breeding  records 
from  s.  Arizona.  Two  pairs  of  Tree  Swallows 
were  occupying  nest  boxes  at  Kachina  Wet¬ 
lands  4  May+  (E.  Morral);  there  is  still  only  a 
handful  of  confirmed  nesting  records  for  this 
species  in  Arizona.  A  Barn  Swallow  at 
A.V.S.T.P.  7  Mar  was  about  a  week  earlier 
than  expected  (P.  Kline).  A  singing  Golden- 
crowned  Kinglet  on  Black  Mesa  1  Apr  (CL) 
was  of  interest,  as  this  species  is  not  known 
to  nest  in  these  mountains.  At  least  one 
Black-capped  Gnatcatcher  remained  in  Mon- 
tosa  Canyon,  Santa  Rita  Mts.  17  Mar+  (RH, 
DS,  RT  et  al.),  where  present  for  at  least  two 
years  running.  The  small  population  at  and 
above  P.L.S.P.  seemed  to  be  thriving  this 
spring.  The  pair  at  the  ne.  end  of  the  lake 
again  nested  successfully,  as  evidenced  by  2 
ads.  feeding  3  fledged  young  there  1  May+ 
(SH,  MK  et  al.).  Along  Sonoita  Cr.  above  the 
lake,  there  appeared  to  be  at  least  two  differ¬ 
ent  pairs  present  29  Apr+  (WR,  MB  et  al.).  It 
is  not  surprising  that  several  pairs  of  Black- 
cappeds  are  being  found  up  and  down  Sonoi¬ 
ta  Cr.,  after  at  least  three  years  of  successful 
nesting.  Casual  at  any  season,  yet  even  rarer 
as  a  spring  visitor  anywhere  in  s.  Arizona,  a 
Varied  Thrush  was  in  downtown  Phoenix 
19-21  Apr  (ph.  J.  McKay,  T.  Gaskill).  A 
Brown  Thrasher  located  at  Las  Cienegas  21 
Mar  (KK)  likely  wintered  locally. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A  singing  male  Tennessee  Warbler  in  a  cen. 
Tucson  yard  9  May  (tMMS)  was  the  only  re¬ 
port  of  this  casual  spring  transient.  A  Lucy’s 
Warbler  along  Aztec  Cr.,  Coconino  9  Apr 
(CL)  was  at  a  new  location  for  the  N.I.R. 
Three  Northern  Parulas,  about  average  for  a 
spring,  were  found,  including  one  in  E. 
Whitetail  Canyon  10  May  (RT),  one  at  San 
Bernardino  N.W.R.  the  same  day  (RWe),  and 
one  in  Ramsey  Canyon  25-28  May  (JH  et 
al.).  A  Yellow  Warbler  at  PL.S.P.  7  Mar  (SH) 
was  about  a  week  ahead  of  the  normal  ar¬ 
rival  date.  Casual  in  spring,  single  Chestnut¬ 
sided  Warblers  were  reported  from  Portal  16 
Apr  (DJ)  and  from  the  S.PR.  near  Kingfisher 
Pond  7  May  (C.  Rucker).  A  Townsend’s  War¬ 
bler  was  at  Pasture  Canyon  near  Tuba  City 
20  May  (CBa,  B.  Johnson),  where  it  is  a 
sparse  spring  migrant.  A  nice  find  was  a 
male  Palm  Warbler  of  the  nominate  sub¬ 
species  at  Whitewater  23  Apr  (tJ&MH);  this 
species  is  casual  at  best  during  spring  in  se. 


Arizona.  The  only  Black-and-white  Warbler 
of  the  season  was  one  from  Pasture  Canyon 
13  May  (CL).  The  imm.  male  American  Red¬ 
start  that  wintered  in  Sabino  Canyon  was 
last  reported  9  Apr  (WR).  Always  scarce  in 
Arizona,  a  Prothonotary  Warbler  was  report¬ 
ed  along  the  S.PR.  near  Hereford  1  May  (J. 
Koehler,  fide  MM).  A  singing  Ovenbird,  rare 
in  spring,  was  along  Sonoita  Cr.  near  Patag¬ 
onia  29  May  (MB).  No  fewer  than  5  male 
Hooded  Warblers,  a  few  more  than  usual, 
were  found  in  the  se.  corner  of  the  state  17 
Apr-30  May  0-  Hand,  M.  Hodges,  R.  Wright, 
RWe,  KK).  A  Red-faced  Warbler  in  the  Santa 
Catalina  Mts.  27  Mar  (B.  Bickel)  was  early 
for  a  spring  arrival.  One  along  the  upper 
S.PR.  9  May  (A.  Miller)  was  at  an  unusually 
low  elevation,  as  there  are  fewer  than  10  pri¬ 
or  reports  of  migrants  from  the  upper  S.PR. 
Several  Painted  Redstarts  were  detected  at 
low  elevations  during  migration  16-27  Mar 
(m.ob.);  one  reported  from  the  Grand 
Canyon  below  Indian  Gardens  30  Mar  (B. 
Gatlin)  was  likely  a  spring  overshoot.  Cer¬ 
tainly  the  warbler  of  the  spring  was  a  Slate- 
throated  Redstart  near  Comfort  Spring, 
Carr  Canyon  in  the  Huachuca  Mts.  26  May- 
3  Jun  (tL.  King,  P.  Norton,  tMMS;  ph.  KK, 
KR,  L.  Feltner),  providing  only  a  5th  Ari¬ 
zona  record  of  this  Mexican  species.  Re¬ 
markably,  it  was  found  dead  5  Jun  (J.  Hand, 
*University  of  Arizona),  apparently  killed  by 
an  Accipiter,  providing  the  first  specimen  for 
Arizona  and  only  the  3rd  specimen  for  the 
United  States.  A  Rufous-capped  Warbler  in 
Sycamore  Canyon,  Santa  Cruz  9  May  (KK) 
frequented  the  same  location  at  which  a  pair 
was  present  in  2004.  The  famous  French  Joe 
Canyon  Rufous-capped  Warblers,  present 
for  at  least  five  years,  appear  to  be  gone,  with 
no  reports  received  this  spring  despite 
searching. 

Hepatic  Tanagers  usually  arrive  in  spring 
around  1  Apr,  but,  as  was  true  of  many  mi¬ 
grants,  they  appeared  to  arrive  early  in  the 
Huachuca  Mts.,  with  one  reported  in  Miller 
Canyon  1  Mar  (T.  Beatty,  Jr.),  2  in  Ash 
Canyon  12  Mar  (R.  Behrstock),  and  another 
in  Ash  Canyon  21  Mar  (M.  J.  Ballator).  Also 
early  was  a  male  Western  Tanager  at  Madera 
Canyon  8  Apr  (MMS,  MP),  as  was  one  in  the 
Santa  Catalina  Mts.  16  Apr  (MA)  Quite  ex¬ 
citing  was  the  return  of  a  pair  of  Flame-col¬ 
ored  Tanagers  to  the  exact  spot  in  Madera 
Canyon  where  they  nested  in  2003  and 
2004.  First  detected  14  Apr  (J.  Murray,  ph. 
C.  van  Cleve),  they  had  fledged  at  least  one 
young  by  the  end  of  May  (K.  McBride, 
m.ob.).  Always  a  concern  when  identifying  a 
Flame-colored  Tanager  in  Arizona,  hybrids 
with  Western  Tanager  were  reported  from 
Miller  Canyon  24  Apr-15  May  (R.  Weissler 
et  al.),  and  from  Rucker  Canyon  (for  the  2nd 
year  in  a  row)  23  May  (RWe). 

Casual  as  a  spring  transient,  a  Clay-col- 
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ored  Sparrow  was  reported  in  Flagstaff  14 
Apr  (JP).  Well  w.  of  this  species’  normal  win¬ 
tering  area  or  migratory  route  in  the  state,  2 
Lark  Buntings  were  found  near  Colorado 
City  14  May  (E  Dunell,  fide  K  Grandison). 
Extremely  scarce  in  se.  Arizona,  particularly 
in  spring,  2  Harris’s  Sparrows  were  in  Portal 
25-26  Apr  (DJ),  and  another  2,  in  alternate 
plumage,  were  at  San  Bernardino  N.W.R.  3 
May  (RWe).  Very  late  was  a  white-lored 
White-crowned  Sparrow  at  Portal  4  Jun 
(RWe).  As  in  recent  springs,  Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak  numbers  were  impressive,  with  no 
fewer  than  1 7  individuals  found  statewide  7 
Apr-31  May. 

A  singing  male  Western  Meadowlark  ad¬ 
jacent  to  a  lush  field  in  the  Sulphur  Springs 
Valley  19  May  (SH)  was  noteworthy,  as  this 
species  does  not  breed  anywhere  in  se.  Ari¬ 
zona.  A  Common  Grackle  was  reported 


from  Flagstaff  4  May  (tCL);  this  species  is  a 
very  casual  visitor,  mainly  in  fall  and  winter, 
to  Arizona.  A  female  Purple  Finch,  casual  in 
spring  in  Arizona,  was  at  a  Patagonia  feeder 
12  Mar-10  Apr  (T.  Staudt  et  al.,  ph.  M.  Cok¬ 
er).  Cassin’s  Finches  were  reported  widely 
around  se.  Arizona,  mainly  in  the  Huachuca 
and  Chiricahua  Mts.,  with  groups  of  up  to 
20+  seen.  Numbers  were  also  seen  in 
Flagstaff,  and  along  the  Mogollon  Rim,  sug¬ 
gesting  a  widespread  movement  into  Ari¬ 
zona — but  from  where?  A  Red  Crossbill  at 
Canyon  de  Chelly  26  Apr  (LN)  was  away 
from  usual  areas  of  occurrence  in  pine 
forests  in  n.  Arizona.  Large  numbers  of  Pine 
Siskins  were  reported  during  the  spring  in 
most  of  the  mountain  areas  of  the  southeast. 
After  a  lackluster  winter  for  Lawrence’s 
Goldfinch  around  s.  Arizona,  scattered  indi¬ 
viduals  turned  up  at  a  number  of  odd  loca¬ 
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tions  from  near  Yuma  to  Carr  Canyon  to  the 
B.T.A.  More  interesting  were  two  pairs 
thought  to  be  nesting  at  H.R.P  near  Wicken- 
burg  12-16  Mar  ( fide  TC)  and  a  nest  with  3 
young  at  B.T.A.  10  Apr  (CST ,/ide  TC). 

Observers:  Moez  Ali,  Charlie  Babbitt,  Tom 
Beatty,  Chris  D.  Benesh,  Jerry  Bock,  Matt 
Brown,  John  Coons,  Troy  Corman,  Henry 
Detwiler,  Pierre  Deviche,  Jeff  Estis,  Keith 
Graves,  Stuart  Healy,  John  &  Marty  Hirth, 
Rich  Hoyer,  Dave  Jasper,  Keith  Kamper 
(Tucson  RBA),  Melody  Kehl,  Chuck  LaRue, 
Michael  Marsden,  Tracy  McCarthey,  Larry 
Norris,  Scott  Olmstead,  Molly  Pollock,  John 
Prather,  Kurt  Radamaker,  Gary  H.  Rosen¬ 
berg,  Will  Russell,  Peter  Soloman,  Dave  Ste- 
jskal,  Mark  M.  Stevenson,  Rick  Taylor,  Carl 
S.  Tomoff  (Prescott),  Richard  Webster,  Janet 
Weitzman  (Maricopa),  Erika  Wilson.  £ 


Following  a  very  mild,  mostly  storm- 
free  late-winter  season,  which  pro¬ 
duced  relatively  weak  snowpack  ac¬ 
cumulations,  spring  2005  started  fast  and 
furious.  Much  of  the  Region  was  enveloped 
in  a  record-warm,  high-pressure  surge  in 
April,  which  set  the  tone  for  incredibly  early 
and  synchronous  arrival  dates.  In  particular, 
areas  between  Ketchikan  and  Anchorage 
posted  several  record-early  arrivals,  but  even 
the  Interior  had  very  early  birds.  Observers 
were  likewise  impressed  at  the  early  onset  of 
breeding  for  most  summer  visitors. 

This  season’s  warm,  mostly  settled  air 
must  have  influenced  the  Aleutian  Low  in 
such  a  way  for  it  to  have  had  a  minor  impact 
in  the  Region’s  western  interface  with  north¬ 
bound  Asian  birds:  only  one  large  late-May 
anticyclone  produced  significant  fallouts  in 
the  Aleutians  and  Bering  Sea  outposts  this 
season. 

LOONS  THROUGH  RAILS 

Continuing  the  trend  of  the  past  decade  or 
so,  Arctic  Loons  were  well  represented,  with 
up  to  4  noted  around  Shemya  I.  16  Apr-7 
May  (CS,  MS)  and  a  peak  of  12  counted 
passing  Gambell  6  Jun  (PEL  et  al.).  Single 
Pied-billed  Grebes,  rare  to  casual  in  spring, 
were  reported  from  Ketchikan  15  Mar 
(SCH,  AWP),  possibly  a  winter  bird  from  s. 
Southeast,  and  n.  to  Juneau  2-9  May  (LE, 
GW,  SZ).  An  Eared  Grebe  in  alternate 
plumage  was  nicely  documented  from 
Valdez  Arm  21  May  (ph.  LD,  ph.  NH,  ND, 
TS).  Although  the  photographs  submitted 
were  marginal,  this  individual  is  the  Re¬ 
gion’s  2nd  substantiated  report;  the  other 
record  is  from  Fairbanks  in  early  spring. 
Fourteen  Mottled  Petrels  tallied  between 
Shemya  and  Attu  Is.  29  May  (KB,  BB)  was 
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unexpected,  as  these  Pterodroma  typically 
reach  their  n.  North  Pacific  peak  in  late  Aug. 
Most  unusual  for  the  Interior  and  a  first  for 
Fairbanks  was  a  Double-crested  Cormorant 
there  22  May  (QE). 

With  the  recent  Canada  Goose  split,  many 
coastal  observers  commented  on  and/or  doc¬ 
umented  migrant  Cackling  Geese  in  route  to 
points  north.  Confusion  still  exists  with  var¬ 
ious  subspecies  within  this  new  group,  and  I 
urge  readers  to  find  an  old  but  still  relevant 
treatise  of  the  two  new  species  groups  by 


Thede  Tobish 

2510  Foraker  Drive 
Anchorage,  Alaska  99517 
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Alaska's  observers  made  a  good  effort  to  report 
extralimital  and/or  migrant  Cackling  Geese  this 
season.  This  minima  Cackling  Goose  was  found  with 
locally  breeding  parvipes  Canada  Geese  in  Anchorage 
on  25  April  2005.  Photograph  by  Thede  Tobish. 

Johnson  et  al.  (1979.  Morphological  charac¬ 
teristics  of  Canada  geese  in  the  Pacific  Fly¬ 
way.  Pp.  56-80  in:  Jarvis,  R.  L.,  andj.  C.  Bar- 
tonek,  eds.,  Management  and  Biology  of 
Pacific  Flyway  Geese.  Oregon  State  Universi¬ 
ty  Bookstores,  Inc.,  Corvalis,  Oregon.). 
Among  the  usual  scattering  of  lingering  Em¬ 
peror  Geese  from  various  wintering  sites,  at 
least  one  loitered  extremely  late  and  at  the  e. 
fringe  of  the  winter  range  around  Glacier 

iBay  28  Apr-24  May  (ND,  BP).  Typical  in 
spring  was  a  nice  assortment  of  less  common 
waterfowl  from  both  ne.  Asian  and  Pacific 
flyways:  a  handsome  Falcated  Duck  from 
Sheinya  I.  23-28  May  (CS,  ph.  MS);  a  spring 
peak  of  30  Eurasian  Wigeons  also  at  Shemya 
27  Apr  (CS,  MS);  above-average  numbers  of 
Blue-winged  Teal  across  Southeast,  with  a 
pair  in  Kodiak  5  May  (JM;  a  first  appearance 
there  in  19+  years);  at  least  3  Cinnamon  Teal 
in  Juneau  30  Apr-31  May  (GW,  PS,  LE,  MS, 
NM),  where  now  nearly  annual;  a  single 
Garganey  at  Shemy2  27  May-early  Jun  (CS, 
ph.  MS);  a  Tufted  Duck,  well  inland  at  Ken¬ 
ny  L.  26  Apr  (no  details;  RM,  CE)  and  an¬ 
other  male  at  Kodiak  13  &  15  May  (JM, 
RAM);  several  eiders  rare  in  the  Southeast, 
including  a  Steller’s  n.  of  Juneau  22  Apr  (ph. 
PS)  and  an  imm.  King  very  late  in  Juneau  26 
May  (ph.  PS);  and  up  to  4  Ruddy  Ducks  at 
Kenny  L.  16-23  May  (PEL,  LD,  NH,  ND). 
Bering  Sea  specialties  included  unusual 
numbers  of  Greater  Scaup  offshore,  with  16 
counted  at  Gambell  5  Jun  (PEL);  a  drake 
Surf  Scoter  in  Shemya  Pass  11  May  (CS, 
MS),  one  of  few  Aleutian  records  w.  of  Un- 
alaska;  and  up  to  5  Common  Goldeneyes 
offshore  at  Gambell  4  Jun+  (PEL). 

Spring  hawk-monitoring  sites  turned  in 
some  surprising  numbers  this  season.  At 
Gunsight  Mt.,  at  mile  119  on  the  Glenn 
Hwy.  where  the  Talkeetna  meet  the  Chugach 
Mts.,  the  total  counts  26  Mar-1  May  (fide 
CP,  RD)  included  252  Golden  Eagles,  357 


Rough-legged  Hawks  (150  light  morphs), 
568  Harlans  Hawks  (28  light  morphs),  63 
calurus  Red-tailed  Hawks,  293  Northern 
Harriers,  and  137  Sharp-shinned  Hawks. 
Along  the  Richardson  Hwy.  near  Delta  Jet.,  a 
few  hours  on  17  Apr  (LD,  NH)  produced  35 
Rough-legged,  195  Harlan’s,  and  7  calurus 
Red-tailed  Hawks.  Additional  raptor  high¬ 
lights  included  an  odd-date  Bald  Eagle  con¬ 
centration  of  >100  birds  around  Sitka  20 
Mar  (MLW,  MET),  possibly  gathering  for  an 
impending  herring  spawn,  an  extremely  ear¬ 
ly  Red-tailed  Hawk  in  Ketchikan  2  Mar 
(SCH,  AWP),  which  may  have  been  a  winter 
bird,  a  rare  Golden  Eagle  offshore  at  Sitka  30 
May  (MLW,  MET),  and  another  Eurasian 
Hobby,  again  at  Shemya  I.  24  May  (CS,  ph. 
MS).  On  the  heels  of  a  previous  Feb  bird 
from  the  same  vicinity,  a  Virginia  Rail  set  up 
territory  in  a  Gustavus  area  sedge  marsh  23 
May+  (PV,  ND).  There  are  a  few  other  sum¬ 
mer  records,  of  a  (possibly  returning)  bird  in 
a  similar  marsh  near  Juneau.  Soras  made 


This  Eurasian  Barn  Swallow,  which  arrived  with  Violet- 
green  Swallows  in  Anchorage,  Alaska  1  May  2005,  was 
intriguing:  it  was  the  earliest  Barn  Swallow  arrival  ever, 
for  any  subspecies.  Photograph  by  Thede  Tobish. 

news  in  Southeast,  early  and  in  high  num¬ 
bers,  including  at  least  3  on  territories 
around  Juneau  27  Apr+  (GW,  MB  et  al.),  a 
single  21  May  and  then  3  in  Haines  29  May 
(PEL,  AD,  LD,  NH,  GHR,  TT),  and  another 
in  Gustavus  24  May+  (ND,  PV,  BP). 

PLOVERS  THROUGH  HUMMINGBIRDS 

Large  Black-bellied  Plover  concentrations 
are  not  often  reported,  so  200+  migrants 
counted  in  Gustavus  1 1  May  (ND)  are  worth 
noting.  One  in  the  same  area  28  Mar  (ND) 
was  anomalous  and  was  likely  a  bird  that 
had  wintered  in  the  s.  parts  of  the  Region. 
Only  3  Common  Ringed  Plovers  appeared 
2-5  Jun  at  Gambell  (PEL),  where  they  are 
annual.  Alaska’s  3rd  American  Avocet  was 
unexpected  up  Alaganik  Slough  on  the  Cop¬ 
per  R.  Delta  20-22  May  &  1  Jun  (MA,  ph. 
TF).  Previous  records  have  also  been  North 
Gulf  coastal  birds  in  spring.  Three  or  more 
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Common  Greenshanks  at  Shemya  I.  18-29 
May  (CS,  MS)  was  the  season’s  high  count, 
while  a  Lesser  Yellowlegs  also  at  Shemya  26 
Apr  (CS,  MS)  was  almost  certainly  a  vagrant 
bird  returning  from  some  Palearctic  winter¬ 
ing  area — there  are  few  w.  Aleutian  records 
and  none  so  early.  The  late  May  w.  Aleutian 
fallout  otherwise  produced  a  Semipalmated 
Plover  29  May,  one  Far  Eastern  Curlew  30 
May,  at  least  one  Black-tailed  Godwit  30 
May,  and  a  Temtninck’s  Stint,  all  at  Shemya 
28  May  (CS,  MS).  Northbound  Marbled 
Godwits  were  sporadic,  with  the  season’s 
high  count  of  33  coming  from  Sitka  25  Apr- 
5  May  (MLW,  MET).  Two  Sanderlings  noted 
in  Fairbanks  23  May  (NH.  LD)  were  very 
rare  for  the  Interior.  A  small  group  of  Red¬ 
necked  Phalaropes  found  near  Ketchikan  15 
Apr  (CF)  was  record  early  for  that  locale  and 
one  of  the  earliest  ever  for  the  Region.  Prob¬ 
ably  record  early  for  the  Aleutians  was  a  ba- 
sic-plumaged  Black-headed  Gull  at  Shemya 
16  Apr  (CS,  ph.  MS). 

Noteworthy  among  the  handful  of  unusu¬ 
al  gull  reports  were  a  first-year  Mew  Gull  off 
Gambell,  where  casual,  5  Jun  (PEL)  and  sin¬ 
gle  Ring-billed  Gulls  at  Juneau  10  May  (SZ), 
in  Ketchikan  26  May  (SCH,  AWP),  and  at 
Fairbanks,  where  casual  in  spring,  3  May 
(LD,  NH).  California  Gulls  are  regular  in  s. 
Southeast  in  spring,  but  singles  at  Juneau  12 
Mar  (PS)  and  at  Haines  21  May  (PEL)  were 
unusual.  At  least  2  apparent  Iceland  Gulls  n. 
of  Juneau  16  May  (PS),  a  lone  Slaty-backed 
at  Juneau  12  Mar  (PS),  and  4+  Glaucous¬ 
winged  (17  Apr-16  May)  and  3+  Glaucous 
Gulls  (20  Apr-1  May)  at  the  Fairbanks  land¬ 
fill  (LD,  NH)  rounded  out  the  gull  rarities. 
In  the  absence  of  nearshore  pack  ice,  Ivory 
Gulls  become  ephemeral  around  Gambell  in 
spring,  so  most  records  come  from  early  in 
the  season,  usually  prior  to  the  arrival  of 
bird  tour  groups.  A  tally  of  79  inshore  at 
Gambell  13  May  (ph.  BB)  may  have  been  in¬ 
dicative  of  this  year’s  peak  northward  push 
and  represents  one  of  the  highest  spring  to¬ 
tals  on  record.  Two  Caspian  Terns  inshore 
near  Gustavus  22  Apr  (ND)  were  the  North 
Gulf  Coast’s  earliest  and  were  possibly 
record  early  for  the  Region. 

Mourning  Doves  are  still  rare  in  spring  in 
the  Region,  so  one  around  Juneau  2  May  was 
a  good  find  (LE).  Western  Screech-Owls 
were  well  represented,  with  singles  again 
heard  calling  in  Seward  15  Mar-early  May 
(PP,  BD,  RLS  et  al.)  and  Sitka,  near  where  the 
subspecies  topotype  was  collected,  22  Mar+ 
(MLW,  MET),  and  2  around  Gustavus-G lac¬ 
ier  Bay  N.M.  12  &  18  Mar  (ND,  PV,  BP).  Of 
the  three  reports  of  single  Northern  Pygmy- 
Owls — in  Sitka  22  Mar  (MLW,  MET),  off 
Ketchikan  7  May  (SCH,  AWP),  and  at 
Haines  21  &  29  May  (PEL  et  al.) — only  the 
latter  was  within  typical  breeding  range.  Off¬ 
shore  records  in  Southeast  are  sporadic  and 
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usually  restricted  to  late  fall  into  winter. 
Barred  Owls  are  seemingly  becoming  easier 
to  find  in  Southeast,  and  this  season’s  nota¬ 
bles  away  from  the  typical  sites  in  Juneau 
and  Ketchikan  included  one  in  Gustavus  16 
Mar  (ND,  PV)  and  a  single  21  May  and  then 
2  in  the  Haines  area  29  May  (PEL  et  al.).  A 
Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  calling  near  Tal- 
keetna  late  Feb-8  Mar  (DP)  was  well  n.  of 
the  species’  regular  range,  which  reaches 
only  into  the  Wasilla-Big  Lake  forests.  Ru¬ 
fous  Hummingbird  pioneered  yet  another 
record-early  arrival  with  a  single  in 
Ketchikan  16  Mar  (SCH,  AWP). 

WOODPECKERS  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers  were  recorded  in  a 
narrow  arrival  window  in  the  Interior  be¬ 
tween  Fairbanks  and  Northway  Jet.  along 
the  Alaska  Hwy.,  with  singles  appearing  first 
at  Midway  L.  17  May  (PEL),  then  in  Ester,  w. 
of  Fairbanks,  23  May  (PDM),  and  finally  w. 
of  the  Northway  turnoff  and  near  Harding 
L.,  both  28  May  (TT,  GHR,  LD,  NH).  This 
fairly  common  breeder  in  the  e.  half  of  the 
Yukon  Territory  remains  a  casual  spring  bird 
in  Alaska’s  e.  Interior.  Another  Great  Spot¬ 
ted  Woodpecker  surfaced  at  Shemya  20  May 
(CS,  ph.  MS),  only  the  Region’s  4th  ever  in 
spring.  Both  Alaska  Empidonax  were  gener¬ 
ally  at  the  earliest  end  of  their  arrival  ranges: 
for  instance,  Pacific-slope  Flycatchers  in 
Ketchikan  27  Apr  (SCH,  AWP)  were  record 
early  there  by  three  days,  while  a  single  n.  in 
Juneau  4  May  (RJG)  was  similarly  ahead  of 
schedule. 

The  only  vireo  mentioned  by  contributing 
observers  was  a  Warbling,  which  was  a 
record-early  arrival  (by  three  days)  for 
Ketchikan  9  May  (SCH,  AWP) — and  one  of 
the  Region’s  earliest  ever.  Swallows  likewise 
matched  local  earliest  arrival  dates  in  some 
areas.  Vagrant  swallows  included  a  single  Vi¬ 
olet-green  Swallow  at  Gambell  1  Jun 
(WINGS,  PEL),  a  St.  Lawrence  I.  first  and 
one  of  very  few  from  the  Bering  Sea;  a  Cliff 
Swallow  at  Kodiak  (where  rare)  4-30  May 
(ph.  RAM);  and  a  white-bellied  Barn  Swal¬ 
low  ( gutturalis )  in  Anchorage  1  May  (TT) — 
an  enigmatic,  record-early  bird  that  arrived 
with  Violet-green  Swallows.  This  individual 
almost  certainly  did  not  originate  from  a  re¬ 
cent  Palearctic  wintering  area;  most  Alaska- 
breeding  Barn  Swallows  reach  nesting  lo¬ 
cales  in  the  2nd  half  of  May.  Old  World 
flycatchers  arriving  with  the  late-May  w. 
Aleutian  storm  included  2+  Red-breasted 
Flycatchers  at  Shemya  29  May-3  Jun  (CS, 
ph.  MS)  and  a  single  Gray-streaked  Fly¬ 
catcher  at  Attu  30  May  (DWS,  BB). 

Casual  in  the  Aleutians,  especially  in 
spring,  a  single  Bluethroat  was  found  at  She¬ 
mya  24  May  (CS,  MS),  and  a  single  female- 
plumaged  Red-flanked  Bluetail  was  there  29 
May  (CS,  ph.  MS),  the  latter  within  days  of 


One  of  a  territorial  pair  along  the  immediate 
coast  at  Haines,  Alaska,  this  Barred  Owl  was 
rumored  to  have  been  present  since  early  March 
2005  (here  29  May).  Photograph  by  Thede  Tobish. 

the  first  found  at  Attu  in  1982.  Rarely 
recorded  in  spring  in  the  Aleutians  was  a  fe¬ 
male  Northern  Wheatear,  also  at  Shemya 
26-27  May  (CS,  MS).  A  Juneau  Hermit 
Thrush  was  exceptionally  early  22  Apr 
(RJG)  and  may  well  have  been  a  winter  bird 
from  elsewhere  in  Southeast.  Up  to  4  Eye¬ 
browed  Thrushes  skulked  around  Shemya 
following  the  major  storm  front  21  May-3 
Jun  (CS,  ph.  MS);  2  were  at  Attu  30  May 
(BB).  Continuing  recent  winter  trends  in  the 
Anchorage  area,  record  numbers  of  Bohemi¬ 
an  Waxwings  made  a  living  through  the 
winter  into  early  spring,  exemplified  by  an 
amazing  aggregation  of  at  least  400  along 
Anchorage’s  Ship  Cr.  12  Mar  (TT),  where 
they  hawked  the  season’s  first  midge  hatch. 
Less  than  15  years  ago,  Bohemians  were  un¬ 
heard  of  past  the  end  of  Dec. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FRINGILLIDS 

Parulids  arrived  early  across  the  Region,  but 
highlights  were  few,  including  a  near¬ 
record-early  Yellow  Warbler  for  Anchorage 
21  May  (TT),  and  3  singing  Common  Yel- 
lowthroats  in  the  North  way  lowlands  in  the 
e.  Interior  28  May  (GHR,  LD,  NH,  TT), 
where  reports  may  pertain  to  spring  over¬ 
shoots.  Only  3  Rustic  Buntings  were  de¬ 
scribed,  one  from  Attu  30  May  (BB)  and  2 
from  Shemya  23  May  and  6-7  Jun  (BB,  CS, 
MS).  The  Region’s  3rd  Gray  Bunting,  and 
the  first  since  1982,  appeared  along  old  run¬ 
way  edges  at  Shemya  27  May  (ph.  BB).  Al¬ 
though  Gray  Bunting  ranges  n.  into  s.  Kam¬ 
chatka,  it  is  not  a  particularly  long-distance 
migrant,  so  it  is  not  surprising  that  we  have 
such  few  records.  A  first  for  the  w.  Aleu¬ 
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tians,  and  one  of  very  few  in  spring  or  w.  of 
Adak,  was  a  male  McKay’s  Bunting  at  She¬ 
mya  2-4  May  (CS,  ph.  MS);  it  was  appar¬ 
ently  independent  of  and  later  than  migrant 
Snow  Buntings,  which  are  typically  moving 
in  the  Aleutians  in  mid-Apr. 

Still  mostly  recorded  in  fall,  another  early- 
season  Brewer’s  Blackbird  was  found,  this 
year  in  Juneau  28  Apr  (ph.  KG).  Brown¬ 
headed  Cowbirds  pushed  into  the  Region 
beyond  the  more  regular  sites  on  the  South¬ 
east  mainland,  with  singles  in  Gustavus  8- 
14  &  28-30  May  (PV,  ND,  BP),  and  a  male 
inland  at  Delta  Junction  19-20  May  (JM,  SD 
ph.).  Cowbirds  are  casual  n.  of  the  Alaska 
Range.  Asian  finches  showed  well  in  the 
Aleutians  in  a  narrow  late-May  window. 
Bramblings  appeared  late,  with  the  first 
found  21  May  at  Shemya  (CS,  MS);  with  the 
weather  changes  of  late  May,  numbers 
swelled  to  100+  hereby  28  May.  A  showy 
male  Common  Rosefinch  at  Attu  Jun  3-4 
(ph.  BB)  was  a  highlight  there,  as  were  mul¬ 
tiple  Eurasian  Bullfinches,  rare  in  the  Aleu¬ 
tians,  including  at  least  4  around  Shemya  27 
May-6  Jun  (BB,  CS,  ph.  MS)  and  a  female  at 
Attu  30  May  (BB).  A  male  Oriental  Green¬ 
finch  was  discovered  at  Attu  1  Jun  (BB).  Be- 


A  House  Finch  that  attended  a  Valdez,  Alaska 
feeder  23  (here)  and  24  May  2005  furnished  the 
state's  westernmost  record.  Photograph  by  1 5. 


yond  Ketchikan,  where  Purple  Finch  is  near¬ 
ly  annual,  mostly  in  late  fall,  individuals 
reached  the  North  Gulf  Coast,  including  one 
in  female  plumage  at  Skagway  in  “early 
May”  (JM)  and  a  male  in  w.  Juneau  28  Apr- 
2  May  (PR,  ph.  PS).  Still  casual  in  Alaska, 
Houses  Finches  also  made  a  good  showing, 
with  the  Region’s  westernmost  turning  up  at 
a  Valdez  feeder  23-24  May  (ph.  TS)  and  an¬ 
other  in  female  plumage  noted  for  the  3rd 
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time  in  the  last  four  years  in  Ketchikan  7 
May  (ph.  SCH,  AWP).  Red  Crossbills  began 
pouring  into  Southeast  in  early  Mar  and 
were  inundating  feeders  well  into  Apr  as  far 
n.  as  Gustavus  (rn.ob.).  Attesting  to  a  very 
early  breeding  season,  2  fledgling  Common 
Redpolls  in  an  Anchorage  neighborhood  5 
May  (IT)  were  close  to  the  earliest  fledging 
dates  on  record  for  the  Upper  Cook  Inlet. 
Furnishing  one  of  few  spring  records  was  an 
Evening  Grosbeak  along  the  Haines  Hwy.  21 
May  (tPEL). 

Contributors  and  observers  (subregional 
editors  in  boldface):  Alaska  Bird  Observato¬ 
ry  (N.  DeWitt  et  ah),  B.  Alger,  J.  B.  Allen,  M. 


Anderson,  M.  Anthony,  R.  Armstrong,  G. 
Baluss,  K.  Bell,  B.  Benter,  S.  Bems,  A.  Berry, 

M.  Brooks,  G.  V.  Byrd,  L.  Craig,  P  Davis,  J. 
Dearborn,  L.  DeCicco  (Interior),  D.  F  De¬ 
lap,  A.  DeMartini,  N.  DeWitt,  B.  Dittrick,  E. 
Drew,  N.  Drumheller,  S.  DuBois,  C.  Eames, 
L.  Edfelt,  Q.  Evenson,  T.  Fondell,  R.  M. 
Fowler,  R.  Fritz,  C.  Fultz,  D.  D.  Gibson,  K. 
Glass,  R.  J.  Gordon,  T.  L.  Goucher,  N.  Hay- 
dukovich,  K.  Hart,  S.  C.  Heinl,  High  Lone¬ 
some  Tours  (P  Davis,  D.  MacKay  et  ah),  P 
Hunt,  B.  Hunter,  J.  F  Koerner,  A.  Lang,  P.  E. 
Lehman,  J.  Levison,  M.  Litzow,  M.  &  R.  A. 
Macintosh,  D.  MacPhail,J.  Mason,  John  Mc¬ 
Dermott,  R.  McHenry,  J.  Metzler,  R.  Meyers, 

N.  Mollett,  L.  J.  Oakley,  B.  Paige,  C.  Palmer, 


W.  Pawuk,  A.  W.  Piston,  P.  Pourchot,  G.  H. 
Rosenberg,  D.  Rudis,  K.  Russell,  J.  Sauer,  S. 
Savage,  T.  Schantz,  R.  L.  Scher,  M.  A. 
Schultz,  W.  Schuster,  M.  Schwan,  C.  &  M. 
Schwitters,  D.,  P,  &  S.  Senner,  D.  Shaw,  D.  W. 
Sonnebom,  S.  Studebaker,  P  Suchanek,  A. 
Swingley,  M.  E.  Tedin,  T.  Tobish,  University 
of  Alaska  Museum  (D.  W.  Sonneborn  et  ah), 

R.  Uhl,  L.  Vallie,  G.  Van  Vliet,  P.  Vanselow, 
M.  L.  Ward,  Wilderness  Bird  Tours  (B.  Dit¬ 
trick  et  ah),  Wings  (Jon  Dunn  et  ah),  B.  &  D. 
Williams,  E.  White,  M.  A.  Wood,  K.  Zervos, 

S.  Zimmerman.  Referenced  details  (t),  spec¬ 
imens  (*),  photographs  (ph.),  videotape 
(vt.),  and  audiotape  (v.r.)  are  on  file  at  the 
University  of  Alaska  Museum.  O 


British  Columbia 


7995  Wilson-Jackson  Road 
Vernon,  British  Columbia  VI B  3N5 
(dcecile@telus.net) 


It  was  a  uniformly  warm  and  dry  spring 
across  the  Region,  with  only  minor 
showery  periods,  mostly  on  the  coast. 
Unlike  in  cold  springs  when  many  north¬ 
bound  migrants  are  concentrated  in  valleys, 
this  spring  saw  few  such  events,  as  early  re¬ 
ceding  snowpacks  allowed  birds  to  spread 
out.  Weather  was  unseasonably  hot  during 
late  April,  and  there  were  very  few  spring  fall¬ 
outs  due  to  the  good  weather  of  late  April  to 
late  May.  Birds  migrating  during  that  warm 
spell  produced  some  early  records.  British 


Columbia’s  newest  vagrant  trap,  Carmanah 
Point  Lighthouse,  which  hosted  a  one-day- 
wonder  Gray  Wagtail  in  the  fall,  produced  a 
Sage  Thrasher  and  a  Common  Grackle  this 
spring. 

GREBES  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

Rarely  found  in  the  Peace  R.  area,  a  Western 
Grebe  was  at  One  Island  L.  16  May  (MP,  JG). 
Brown  Pelicans  occasionally  wander  north¬ 
ward  as  post-breeders,  but  one  24  km  w.  of 
Ucluelet  7  May  was  exceptionally  early  (GG). 
Double-crested  Cormorants  were  more  preva¬ 
lent  in  the  interior  than  usual;  at  least  10  birds 
were  reported,  the  most  out-of-place  bird  be¬ 
ing  at  Crescent  Spur  18  May  (RZ).  At  least  4 
Great  Egrets  overshot  their  mark  and  were 
scattered  across  the  s.  interior.  Waterfowl  ar¬ 
rived  with  no  notable  delays  or  concentra¬ 
tions,  perhaps  due  to  the  fine  weather  and  the 
general  lack  of  flooded  fields.  Snow  Geese  are 
rarely  found  in  spring  migration  in  the  s.  inte¬ 
rior;  thus  4  at  Windermere,  e.  Kootenays  26 
Apr  were  of  interest  (MdO).  Canada  Geese  ar¬ 
rived  early  in  Dawson  Creek  15  Mar  ( fide 
MP).  A  Tufted  Duck  was  on  Bouchie  L.,  Ques- 
nel  11  Apr  (Manfred  Roscwitz),  furnishing 
the  5th  record  for  the  Cariboo.  A  Harlequin 
Duck,  rare  in  the  Okanagan,  was  at  Okanagan 
Falls  15-17  May  (male;/ide  DCa).  Red-breast¬ 
ed  Mergansers  are  occasionally  found  inland 
during  migration,  e.g.,  one  at  Nakusp  5  Mar 
(GSD)  and  2  there  12  Mar  (GSD),  and  a  fe¬ 
male  over  Vaseux  L.  29  May  (RJC). 

Very  few  Broad-winged  Hawks  were  noted 
on  migration,  especially  considering  their  in¬ 
crease  in  numbers  and  their  recent  expanding 
range  in  the  province.  Singles  were  at  Nelson 
16  May  (JA)  and  at  Kilpoola  L.,  w.  of  Osoyoos 
22  May  (LR,  ED  et  al.).  A  pair  of  Swainson’s 


Hawks  returning  to  Rolla  27  May  (JG),  recent 
arrivals  to  the  Peace  R.  area,  may  be  the  same 
pair  that  nested  there  in  2001.  Notable  Pere¬ 
grine  Falcons  found  in  the  cen.  interior  in¬ 
cluded  singles  in  PG.  26  Mar  (NK),  at  New- 
lands  22  May  (JB  et  al.),  and  at  Vanderhoof  22 
May  ( tundrius ;  JB  et  al.).  A  Gyrfalcon  was 
rather  late  in  Vanderhoof  29  Mar  (NK). 

Shorebird  migration  was  particularly  lack¬ 
luster  in  the  interior,  owing  to  a  scarcity  of 
habitat,  but  the  coast  experienced  an  average 
spring.  Black-necked  Stilts  were  not  as  wide¬ 
spread  as  they  have  been  in  spring  over  the 
past  few  years.  They  were  reported  from  their 
stronghold  at  Elizabeth  L.,  Cranbrook — a  sin¬ 
gle  19,  20,  &  21  Apr  (DN  et  al.)  and  4  there 
28  Apr  (DN).  A  pair  was  also  found  on  a 
small  pond  near  Kimberley  29  Apr  (DC). 
Greater  Yellowlegs  arrived  on  the  outer  coast 
in  Tofino  record  early  24  Mar  (4  birds;  GB). 
Long-billed  Curlews  are  casual  visitors  to  the 
outer  coast,  so  3  on  Vargas  I.  near  Tofino  1 1 
May  (AD,  BK)  and  one  on  the  Englishman  R. 
estuary,  Vancouver  I.  29  Apr-1  May  (GLM, 
m.ob.)  were  good  finds.  Marbled  Godwits 
were  very  early  in  Tofino,  with  4  on  7  Apr 
(RC)  and  peak  numbers  of  16  on  20-22  May 
(AD).  Travelling  w.  of  their  main  spring  mi¬ 
gration  corridor,  2  Baird’s  Sandpipers  were 
identified  at  Riske  Creek  24  Apr  (PR).  A  Red¬ 
necked  Stint  in  alternate  plumage  provided  a 
2nd  record  for  Vancouver  I.  when  discovered 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Englishman  R.  Estuary, 
Parksville  7  May  (ph.  GLM) — the  3rd  spring 
record  for  the  province. 

GULLS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Heermann’s  Gulls  typically  arrive  in  summer 
and  depart  by  Oct,  but  a  hardy  individual  re¬ 
mained  along  the  Victoria  waterfront  until  8 
Apr  (m.ob.);  there  is  one  previous  record  of  a 
wintering  bird  from  White  Rock  in  winter 
2001-2002.  A  Glaucous  Gull  was  very  late  at 
Long  Beach  22  May  (AD).  A  casual  visitor  to 
the  Peace  R.  area,  a  Forster’s  Tern  was  at  Swan 
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2001-2002.  A  Glaucous  Gull  was  very  late 
at  Long  Beach  22  May  (AD).  A  casual  visitor 
to  the  Peace  R.  area,  a  Forster’s  Tern  was  at 
Swan  L.  15  May  (MP).  Rare  on  the  n.  half  of 
Vancouver  I.,  a  Mourning  Dove  was  in  the 
Nimpkish  Valley  23  May  (MGS,  PL).  Very 
rare  in  the  Kootenays,  a  Western  Screech- 
Owl  was  discovered  at  Edgewood  30  Mar 
(GSD);  this  species’  interior  range  is  essen¬ 
tially  limited  to  the  Okanagan,  where  its 
population  remains  a  concern.  Following  a 
winter  of  numerous  low-elevation  sightings, 
a  Boreal  Owl  was  at  Reifel  13-24  Mar  (ph.  JI 
et  al.).  A  record-early  Calliope  Humming¬ 
bird  arrived  at  an  Osoyoos  feeder  23  Mar 
(GH,  LH). 

Rarely  encountered  on  Vancouver  I.  at 
any  time  of  year,  a  female  Red-naped  Sap- 
sucker  was  at  Woss,  Nimpkish  Valley  2-21 
May  (MGS,  PL).  At  the  n.  edge  of  the 
species’  breeding  range,  a  Lewis’s  Wood¬ 
pecker  was  at  Williams  Lake  29  May  (PR). 
Williamson’s  Sapsuckers  again  nested  at 
Kimberley  Nature  Park,  e.  Kootenays,  with 
the  first  to  arrive  25  Mar  (RG),  followed  by 
3  males  and  2  females  in  the  area  7  Apr 
(RG).  Least  Flycatchers  are  now  fairly  regu¬ 
lar  in  the  West  Kootenays,  but  a  cluster  of  10 
singing  males  27  May  at  the  n.  end  of  Koote¬ 
nay  L.  was  unusual  (GS).  Dusky  Flycatchers, 
rare  along  the  s.  coast,  put  on  a  good  show¬ 
ing  this  spring,  with  three  reports  spanning 
2-20  May  in  the  Vancouver  area  and  others 
at  Mount  Tolmie,  Victoria:  2  there  24-26 
Apr  (CS,  m.ob.)  and  one  there  26  May  (Vic¬ 
toria  R.B.A.).  Say’s  Phoebes  are  casual  strays 
to  the  coast;  one  was  at  Qualicum  Beach  31 
Mar  (GLM),  and  possibly  the  same  bird  was 
seen  there  during  the  Brant  Festival  Big  Day 
competition  9  Apr  (JO-  Western  Kingbirds 
are  annual  visitors  to  the  s.  coast,  with  the 
occasional  visitor  to  Vancouver  I.,  but  3 
birds  found  together  at  Jordan  R.  on  the  sw. 
coast  of  the  island  was  unprecedented  20 
May  (AC). 

Ten  Blue  Jays  in  a  flock  made  an  unusual 
sight  in  Cranbrook  15  Mar  (DN).  Rare  and 
erratic  on  the  lower  mainland,  2  ad.  Clark’s 
Nutcrackers  were  found  at  the  Mt.  Seymour 


parking  lot  25  May  (tGB,  PB).  A  pair  of 
American  Crows  was  well  n.  of  known 
range  at  Coal  Cr.,  just  s.  of  the  Yukon  bor¬ 
der  23  May  (PEL).  While  they  have  been 
slowly  increasing  in  the  ne.  and  cen.  interi¬ 
or,  this  constitutes  the  first  record  for  this 
far  n.  and  w.  of  the  Rockies.  Continuing  a 
recent  trend  of  increasing  reports  from  Van¬ 
couver  I.,  a  Rock  Wren  was  at  Island  View 
Beach,  cen.  Saanich  13  Mar-2  Apr  (MA, 

m. ob.).  A  Canyon  Wren  heard  singing  at 
Warfield,  W.  Kootenays  furnished  a  first 
area  record  for  this  species  22  May  (GN). 
Casual  in  spring  in  the  Vancouver  area,  a 
Veery  was  at  Queen  Elizabeth  Park  22  May 
(JL,  tDTy  et  al.).  Surprisingly,  the  only 
Northern  Mockingbird  reported  this  spring 
came  from  101  Mile  20  May  (TG).  Provid¬ 
ing  apparently  the  3rd  record  for  Vancouver 
I.,  a  Sage  Thrasher  was  at  Carmanah  Pt.  3 
May  (ph.  JE) — much  before  the  first  birds 
appear  in  the  s.  interior. 

A  Tennessee  Warbler  was  singing  in 
Tsawwassen  3  May  (tMTo);  this  species  is 
rarely  recorded  away  from  the  Peace  R.  and 

n. -cen.  British  Columbia.  A  Townsend’s 
Warbler,  rare  on  the  e.  side  of  the  Rockies, 
was  at  Dawson  Creek  19  May  (JG).  Al¬ 
though  Palm  Warblers  are  regular  in  fall 
along  the  coast,  they  are  very  rarely  found 
during  spring;  one  in  Pitt  Meadows  1  May 
was  unexpected  there  (tWW).  Another  mi¬ 
grant  Palm  Warbler  was  a  good  find  at  Daw¬ 
son  Creek  13  May  (JG).  Two  of  the  most 
sought-after  “eastern”  warblers  that  are 
found  in  very  small  numbers  in  the  ne.,  Bay¬ 
breasted  Warbler  and  Cape  May  Warbler, 
were  found  31  May  near  Fort  Nelson  (TT, 
ph.  GR).  An  Ovenbird  was  singing  at  the 
most  nw.  corner  of  its  range,  just  s.  of  the 
Yukon  border  along  the  Alaska  Hwy.  24  May 
(PEL).  Casual  in  the  Vancouver  area,  a  Yel¬ 
low-breasted  Chat  was  at  Reifel  27-28  May 
QR,  CG  et  al.). 

Casual  on  the  lower  mainland,  a  Brewer’s 
Sparrow  was  at  Iona  I.  9  Apr  (CG),  provid¬ 
ing  just  the  7th  Vancouver  record.  Lark 
Sparrows  are  rarely  found  away  from  the 
Okanagan,  yet  one  was  at  Lardeau,  w.  Koote¬ 


nays  21  May  (MJ),  and  another  was  at  Iona 
1.  30  May  (TP  et  al.,  ph.  RTo),  the  latter  fur¬ 
nishing  the  9th  Vancouver  area  record.  A 
Lincoln’s  Sparrow  arrived  during  the  heat 
wave  at  Arras,  in  the  Peace  R.  area,  27  Apr, 
besting  the  earliest  record  by  five  days  (MP). 
Rare  on  the  outer  coast,  especially  in  spring, 
a  Lapland  Longspur  was  in  Tofino  18  May 
(AD).  A  Western  Meadowlark  furnished  a 
first  spring  record  for  the  Fort  St.  James  area 
19  May  (RR);  there  are  only  3  previous 
records  for  the  local  area,  all  from  the  fall.  A 
Common  Grackle  at  Carmanah  Pt.  14  May 
(ph.  JE)  represented  one  of  few  Vancouver  I. 
records.  A  second-year  male  Baltimore  Ori¬ 
ole  was  singing  at  Woss,  Nimpkish  Valley  28 
May  (MGS,  LS),  also  one  of  few  Vancouver  1. 
records.  Rarely  found  in  the  s.  interior,  a 
Purple  Finch  was  singing  at  Rock  Creek  22 
May  (DGC,  DB).  Rare  on  the  n.  half  of  Van¬ 
couver  I.,  2  male  American  Goldfinches 
were  at  Woss  25  May  (MGS,  PL),  and  just  n. 
of  its  interior  breeding  range,  one  visited  a 
feeder  8  &  29  May  at  Shelley,  cen.  interior 
(SH),  an  area  from  which  there  are  few 
spring  records. 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold¬ 
face):  Marika  Ainley,  David  Allinson  (Victo¬ 
ria),  Cathy  Antoniazzi  (cen.  interior),  Jack 
Bowling  (weather  summary),  George  Bradd, 
Derek  Bullard,  Richard  J.  Cannings  (s. 
Okanagan),  Aziza  Cooper,  Dianne  Cooper, 
Ralph  Crombie,  Gary  S.  Davidson  (Koote¬ 
nays),  Adrian  Dorst  (Tofino-Ucluelet),  Eva 
Durance,  Jerry  Etzkorn,  Jeremy  Gatten,  Gra¬ 
ham  Gillespie,  Carlo  Giovanella,  Tom 
Godin,  Ruth  Goodwin,  Sandra  Hepburn, 
Gaye  &  Lee  Horn,  John  Ireland,  Marlene 
Johnston,  Brian  Keating,  Nancy  Krueger, 
Paul  E.  Lehman  (PEL),  Paul  Levesque, 
Gwen  Nichol,  Dean  Nicholson,  Michael  den 
Otter,  Laurie  Rockwell,  Manfred  Roschitz, 
Gary  H.  Rosenberg,  Gail  Spitler,  Rick 
Toochin  (Vancouver),  Mark  Phinney  (Peace 
R.),  Phil  Ranson  (Cariboo),  Randy  Rawluck, 
June  Ryder,  Chris  Saunders,  Laurie  Savard, 
Michael  G.  Shepard,  Thede  Tobish,  Wayne 
Weber,  Rick  Zammuto.  O 
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David  Irons 

2690  Adams  Street 
Eugene,  Oregon  97405 
(llsdirons@msn.com) 

After  the  warm  dry  winter,  March  de¬ 
livered  normal  precipitation  and 
slightly  cooler-than-average  temper¬ 
atures.  April  and  May  were  very  wet,  with 
most  of  the  Region  experiencing  greater 
than  125%  of  the  usual  rainfall.  Tempera¬ 
tures  rose  as  well,  averaging  2°  F  above  nor¬ 
mal  in  April  and  more  than  6°  F  above  nor¬ 
mal  in  May. 


The  number  of  rarities  this  spring  was  not 
exceptional,  but  the  quality  was  high,  with 
three  potential  new  species  and  one  new 
subspecies  for  the  Region.  Interestingly,  the 
big-name  vagrants  came  mostly  from 
Beringia  or  the  Southwest/South. 

Abbreviations:  F.R.R.  (Fern  Ridge  Res., 
Lane,  OR);  Malheur  (Malheur  N.W.R.,  Har¬ 
ney,  OR);  Nisqually  (Nisqually  N.W.R. , 
Thurston,  OR.);  N.S.C.B.  (N.  Spit  Coos  Bay, 
Coos,  OR);  O.S.  (Ocean  Shores,  Grays  Har¬ 
bor,  WA);  P.N.R  (Point  No  Point,  Kitsap, 
WA);  RS.B.  (Port  Susan  Bay,  near  Florence, 
Snohomish ,  OR);  Ridgefield  (Ridgefield 
N.W.R.,  Clark,  OR);  W.V.  (Willamette  Valley, 
OR);  W.W.R.D.  (Walla  Walla  R.  delta,  Walla 
Walla);  Y.R.D.  (Yakima  R.  delta,  Benton, 
WA).  “Eastside”  and  “westside”  denote  loca¬ 
tions  east  and  west  of  the  Cascade  crest,  re¬ 
spectively. 

LOONS  THROUGH  CRANES 

The  peak  tally  of  Red-throated  Loons  at  Boil¬ 
er  Bay,  Lincoln  was  a  paltry  800  on  20  Apr, 
while  the  Pacific  Loon  maximum  was  an 
equally  anemic  8000  on  27  Apr  (PP).  A  Yel¬ 
low-billed  Loon  at  Shilshole  Bay  6  Mar  (P. 


— 


Flicks)  and  a  late-staying  bird  through  23 
May  at  Oak  Bay,  Jefferson  (D.  Mulholland) 
were  the  only  ones  detected. 

Up  to  100  Aechmophorus  grebes  inhabited  Van¬ 
couver  l.,  Clark  mid-Apr-F,  including  10  Clark's 
30  Apr  (BT,  SM,  JB);  Aechmophorus  grebes  are  unknown 
as  breeders  in  w.  Washington,  and  this  is  the  2nd  largest 
gathering  of  Clark's  ever  noted  there,  following  a  similar 
gathering  at  Vancouver  L.  Jun  2001.  Simultaneously,  a 
W.V.  record-high  575  Aechmophorus  gathered  at  F.R.R.  5 
May  (Dl).  Elsewhere  on  the  westside,  only  6  Clark's  were 
detected,  20  Apr-20  May.  In  e.  Washington,  a  mixed 
pair  and  a  pair  consisting  of  a  Western  and  a  Clark's  x 
Western  hybrid  were  noted  among  40  pairs  of  Aechmo¬ 
phorus  at  n.  Potholes  Res.,  Grant  30  May;  of  the  150 
Aechmophorus  present,  3  appeared  to  be  hybrids  (SM). 
There  are  only  two  previous  Regional  records  of  Western 
Grebes  mated  with  Clark's. 

Formerly  extremely  rare  in  spring,  a 
Flesh-footed  Shearwater  was  detected  in  the 
Region  for  the  5th  consecutive  year:  a  bird 
six  weeks  early  off  Newport  19  Mar  (GG).  A 
total  of  63  American  White  Pelicans,  rare  on 
the  westside,  were  found  at  four  W.V.  loca¬ 
tions,  with  a  maximum  of  36  at  Eugene  23 
Mar  (S.  McDonald).  Two  Brown  Pelicans  at 
Depoe  Bay,  Lincoln  21  Mar  were  a  month 
early  (D.  Stein).  Great  Egrets  were  unusual¬ 
ly  numerous  in  the  W.V.  throughout  the  sea¬ 
son,  including  13  at  Ankeny  N.W.R.,  Marion 
29  May  (SD),  a  sign  of  continued  range  ex¬ 
pansion.  The  Cattle  Egret  noted  at  FR.R.  9 
Apr  (SMg)  and  near  Junction  City,  Lane  18 
Apr  (DI)  were  probably  one  and  the  same; 
this  species  is  very  rare  in  spring.  Generally 
rare  on  the  eastside,  2  Green  Herons  at  the 
Deschutes  R.  mouth  7  May  (J.  Pendleton), 
and  one  at  Bingen,  Klickitat  4  May  (SJ)  were 
at  locations  where  now  somewhat  regular. 
Following  up  on  reports  of  7  “White-faced 
Ibis”  at  Nisqually  27  May,  careful  observers 
discerned  a  Glossy  Ibis  among  the  lot  30 
May,  furnishing  the  Regions  first  record  (ph. 
KB,  tJP,  tB.  Shelmerdine);  this  follows  a  pat¬ 
tern  of  steadily  increasing  vagrancy  in  w. 
North  America,  including  six  accepted 
records  from  California,  two  of  which  were 
from  n.  California  during  late  May  (fide  G. 
McCaskie).  Other  stray  White-faced  Ibis  in¬ 
cluded  8  at  LaPine,  Deschutes  8  May  (CM), 
20  at  Iowa  Beef,  Walla  Walla  30  May  (SS, 
MF),  and  singles  in  Grant,  WA  and  Yakima 
7—1 9  May — a  typical  spring  for  recent  years. 

A  Blue  Goose  remained  at  Stanwood,  Sno¬ 
homish  through  5  Mar  (JB,  CCx).  A  Snow 
Goose  at  Soap  L.,  Grant  31  May  was  six 
weeks  late  for  the  eastside  (DSc).  A  Blue  x 
Canada/Cackling  Goose  at  Shillapoo  Bot¬ 
toms,  Clark  3  Apr  furnished  a  first  Regional 
record  (SM,  BT,  BLB).  The  spring  roster  of 
wandering  Ross’s  Geese  included  11  in  e. 
Washington,  2  in  w.  Washington,  and  one  in 
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w.  Oregon,  all  5  Mar-19  Apr,  about  average 
for  the  last  decade;  the  top  tally  was  9  at  Mc- 
Nary  N.W.R.,  Walla  Walla  13  Apr 
(M&MLD).  Rare  in  the  Puget  Trough,  11 
Dusky  Canada  Geese  (6.  c.  occidentalis )  vis¬ 
ited  Nisqually  3  Mar  (CCx),  and  one 
stopped  near  Snohomish  8  May  (SM).  On 
the  heels  of  the  first  Regional  report  this 
winter,  6  apparent  Richardsons  Cackling 
Geese  ( B .  h.  hutchinsii ),  seemingly  a  family 
group,  were  at  Nisqually  3  Mar  (ph.  CCx); 
this  taxon  may  prove  to  be  a  rare-but-regular 
visitor  to  the  Region.  Rare  on  the  eastside,  a 
B.  h.  minima  visited  Conboy  N.W.R.,  Klicki¬ 
tat  6  Apr  (JE).  Rare  away  from  saltwater,  sin¬ 
gle  Brant  adorned  Baskett  Slough, 

Polk  26  Mar  (R.  Lockett)  and  ER.R. 

19  Apr  (SMg).  An  apparent  Dark-bel¬ 
lied  Brant  x  Black  Brant  ( B .  b.  bemi- 
cla  x  B.  b.  nigricans )  was  in  Padilla 
Bay,  Skagit  16  Apr  (CCx,  JB,  vt.  SM); 
given  increasing  hybridization  of 
these  taxa  in  Siberia  and  the  known 
migration  of  some  Russian  nigricans 
to  North  America  (K.  Litvin),  such  a 
bird  is  not  entirely  unexpected. 

Twenty  Tundra  Swans  near  Ellens- 
burg,  Kittitas  14  May  were  three 
weeks  late  (DP).  Thirteen  eastside 
Eurasian  Wigeons  represented  the 
lowest  total  since  1999,  with  a  maxi¬ 
mum  of  5  at  Philleo  L.,  Spokane  30 
Mar  (G.  Sheridan);  the  eastside  aver¬ 
aged  only  7-8  annually  during  the 
1990s  but  almost  19  per  year  subse¬ 
quently.  On  the  westside,  129  at  the 
Samish  Flats,  Skagit  1  Mar  ap¬ 
proached  the  Regional  record  (JB, 

CCx).  Single  Blue-winged  Teal  x  Cin¬ 
namon  Teal  hybrids  inhabited  ER.R. 

26  Apr  (Dl)  and  Wenas  L.,  Yakima  29 
May  (PtS,  RS).  Oregon’s  3rd  Gar- 
ganey  graced  Tangent,  Linn  15  May 
(ph.  R.  Campbell,  J.  Fleischer);  the 
Region  now  has  seven  records,  four 
of  which  occurred  mid-Apr — mid- 
May.  Last  winter’s  Baikal  Teal,  Wash¬ 
ington’s  2nd,  was  refound  near  Kent,  King 
1-19  Apr  (CCx).  Seven  Common  (Eurasian 
Green-winged)  Teal,  last  19  Apr,  was  a  sub- 
par  total  but  included  rare  eastside  singles 
near  Yakima  19  Mar  (DG)  and  Corfu,  Grant 
22  Mar  (BF).  Amazingly,  9+  Common  Teal  x 
Green-winged  Teal  were  reported.  The  only 
Tufted  Duck  was  a  winter  holdover  at  Van¬ 
tage,  Kittitas  through  7  Mar  (m.ob.).  An  ad. 
male  v-nigra  Common  Eider  inhabited 
Tatoosh  I.,  Clallam  26-28  Apr  (B.  Painert, 
ph.  T.  Wootton).  Could  this  have  been  the 
same  bird  that  provided  Washington’s  first 
record  160  km  to  the  e.  eight  months  earli- 
i  er?  Two  Harlequin  Ducks  near  Grand 
Ronde,  Polk  15  May  were  in  the  Coast 
Range,  where  very  rare,  but  where  the 
species  has  bred  before  (RG).  Two  White¬ 


winged  Scoters,  not  annual  during  spring  on 
the  eastside,  visited  Vantage  6  Mar  (Paul  Sul¬ 
livan).  For  the  5th  consecutive  spring,  Long¬ 
tailed  Ducks  were  detected  on  the  eastside, 
with  2  at  Vantage  25-28  Mar  (S.  Downes). 

Washington’s  Red-shouldered  Hawk  for 
the  spring  was  at  Kalama,  Cowlitz  5  Mar  (J. 
Gilligan,  G.  Lillie).  Five  westside  Swainson’s 
Hawks,  14  Apr-22  May,  exceeded  expecta¬ 
tions,  while  one  near  College  Place,  Walla 
Walla  5  Mar  was  five  weeks  early 
(M&MLD).  A  Rough-legged  Hawk  at  Pauli¬ 
na,  Crook  23  May  was  nearly  a  month  tardy 
(K.  Smith).  Oregon’s  2nd  Crested  Caracara 
was  near  Langlois,  Curry  during  late  Apr 


(TR,  ph.  D.  Ledig,  vt.  O.  Schmidt);  Oregon’s 
first  lingered  near  Gold  Beach,  Curry 
Feb-Apr  1990.  Three  Gyrfalcons  across  the 
Region  included  a  late-staying  bird  at 
N.S.C.B.  through  11  Apr  (TR).  An  estimated 
50  Yellow  Rails  at  Klamath  Marsh  N.W.R.  13 
May  suggests  the  continued  health  of  this 
population  (T.  Janzen);  the  species  was  con¬ 
sidered  extirpated  in  Oregon  until  2  were 
detected  near  Ft.  Klamath  Jun  1982.  Two 
Common  Moorhens  near  Hines,  Harney  27 
May+  added  to  12  previous  Oregon  records, 
about  half  of  which  come  from  Harney  in 
May  Q.  &  B.  Carlson).  A  swarm  of  18,000 
Lesser  Sandhill  Cranes,  more  than  half  the 
Pacific  Flyway  population,  congregated  near 
Corfu,  Grant  6  Apr  (BF).  A  pair  of  Sandhills 
at  Calispell  L.,  Pend  Oreille  29  May  suggest¬ 


ed  that  breeding  may  once  again  be  taking 
place  in  ne.  Washington  (GS,  CC). 

PLOVERS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

A  Black-bellied  Plover  at  Iowa  Beef,  Walla 
Walla  31  May-3  Jun  was  only  the  3rd  e. 
Washington  spring  record  since  2000  (SM). 
Single  American  Golden-Plovers  near  Brady, 
Grays  Harbor  22-23  Apr  (PtS,  RS)  and  PS.B. 
7  May  (DD,  SM)  represented  a  typical 
spring,  whereas  9  Pacific  Golden-Plovers 
was  supranormal  and  included  2  early  indi¬ 
viduals  at  N.S.C.B.  31  Mar  (TR)  and  4  late 
birds  at  Crockett  L.,  Island  31  May  (J.  Mey¬ 
er,  H.  Jennings).  A  Snowy  Plover  at  the  Kirt- 
land,  Jackson  23  Apr  was  only  the  3rd 
ever  for  interior  w.  Oregon  (C.  Bru- 
mitt).  Now  nearly  annual  in  w. 
Washington,  2  Black-necked  Stilts 
visited  Nisqually  27  Apr  (S.  McCar- 
tan),  and  singles  appeared  at  Ridge¬ 
field  17  Apr  (S.  Murray)  and  near 
Brady  22  Apr  (PtS,  RS);  there  were 
only  seven  w.  Washington  records 
prior  to  2000.  In  w.  Oregon,  nesting 
Black-necked  Stilts  returned  to  ER.R. 
by  3  Apr  (J.  Maloney),  and  8  others 
were  noted  at  four  additional  sites, 
23  Apr-29  May;  numbers  have  also 
increased  in  w.  Oregon,  with  breed¬ 
ing  first  noted  during  2000.  The  sole 
westside  American  Avocet  graced 
Hoquiam,  Grays  Harbor  23-24  Apr 
(T.  Schooley). 

A  tally  of  175  Greater  Yellowlegs  at 
Baskett  Slough,  Polk  18  Apr  was 
among  the  Region’s  highest  ever  for 
spring  (HN).  Solitary  Sandpiper 
numbers  were  near  normal,  with  33 
on  the  westside  and  6  on  the  eastside, 
mostly  mid-Apr-early  May;  the  max¬ 
imum  was  6  at  Finley  N.W.R.  28  Apr 
(HH),  and  an  intriguingly  late  bird 
inhabited  potential  breeding  habitat 
at  Dry  Canyon,  Pend  Oreille  30  May 
(GS,  CC).  A  Wandering  Tattler  at 
Lost  L.  near  Santiam  Pass  22-23  May 
was  unprecedented  (K.  Carter,  S.  Chris¬ 
tensen);  another  was  one  in  the  Puget 
Trough,  wThere  merely  rare,  at  Tulalip  Bay, 
Snohomish  18  May  (M.  Reid).  Very  rare  in  e. 
Washington,  a  Willet  visited  Richland,  Ben¬ 
ton  24-25  Apr  (BW).  Often  undetected  in  re¬ 
cent  years,  3  Upland  Sandpipers  at  Bear  Val¬ 
ley,  Grant  27  May  provided  hope  that  this 
species  continues  to  breed  in  Oregon  (M.  A. 
Sohlstrom).  A  Long-billed  Curlew  was 
found  at  American  Camp,  San  Juan  6  May 
(H.  Flores),  and  up  to  3  stopped  at  ER.R.  22 
Apr-3  May  (D.  Farrar,  R.  Robb,  L.  Mc¬ 
Queen);  they  are  rare  on  the  westside  away 
from  the  outer  coast. 

Single  Marbled  Godwits,  rare  in  Washing¬ 
ton  away  from  the  outer  coast,  were  near 
Stanwood,  Snohomish  16  Apr  (SM,  JB,  CCx), 


Oregon's  second  Crested  Caracara  spent  several  days  in  late  April  2005  (here) 
near  Langlois,  Curry  County,  adding  to  a  rapidly  building  list  of  Pacific  Coast 
records  that  extends  as  far  as  Vancouver  Island,  British  Columbia.  It  seems 
increasingly  likely  that  these  records  are  of  wild  birds.  Photograph  by  Dave  Ledig. 
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This  second-year  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  brightened  up  eastern  Washington's  Coulee  Lakes  2  (here)  through  17  April 
2005.  It  was  almost  certainly  the  same  bird  that  appeared  there  in  October  2004.  Photograph  by  Doug  Schonewald. 


Port  Angeles  10  May  (J.  Mullaly),  and  Co¬ 
lumbia  N.W.R.,  Grant  19  May  (RH).  Two 
Black  Turnstones  in  a  cornfield  near  Brady 
surprised  a  number  of  observers  30  Apr.  An 
assemblage  of  150  Surfbirds  at  Bainbridge  I., 
Kitsap  21  Mar  set  a  Washington  spring 
record  (BSW).  Two  Red  Knots,  very  rare  on 
the  eastside,  stopped  at  Summer  L.,  Lake  14 
May  (JS).  A  superb  8  Semipalmated  Sand¬ 
pipers  29  Apr-18  May  included  very  rare 
spring  eastside  birds  at  Redmond,  Deschutes 
30  Apr  (K.  Owen),  and  Grandview,  Yakima  7 
May  (DG).  Peak  Western  Sandpiper  migra¬ 
tion  was  highlighted  by  36,000  flying  past 
the  New  R.,  Coos  in  one  hour  20  Apr  (TR). 
Four  Bairds  Sanpipers  appeared  near  Corfu, 
Grant  23  Apr,  dwindling  to  one  by  30  Apr 
(AS);  the  Region  averages  about  5  per 
spring.  For  the  first  time  since  1999  there 
were  no  spring  Pectoral  Sandpipers.  A  con¬ 
gregation  of  600+  Dunlin  at  W.W.R.D.  13 
Apr  was  e.  Washington’s  largest  ever 
(M&MLD).  Oregon’s  3rd  spring  Stilt  Sand¬ 
piper  visited  Summer  L.,  Lake  21  May  (M. 
LaFaive).  Very  rare  during  spring,  a  Ruff  was 
near  Brady  4-5  Apr  (ph.  RS,  PtS).  A  Short¬ 
billed  Dowitcher,  very  rare  during  spring  on 
the  eastside,  was  at  Cow  L.,  Adams  14  May 
(GS). 

A  Parasitic  Jaeger  off  Keystone,  Island  27 
May  was  in  the  Puget  Trough,  where  very 
rare  during  spring  (R.  Rogers).  A  Franklin’s 
Gull  at  English  Boom,  Island  23  Apr  was 
about  three  weeks  early  and  on  the  westside, 
where  not  annual  during  spring  (SM,  DD); 
32  Franklin’s  at  Iowa  Beef,  Walla  Walla  28 
May  was  a  record-high  count  for  Washing¬ 


ton  (BF,  SM).  For  the  first  time  since  1988, 
the  Region  had  no  Little  Gulls  Feb-May.  A 
Heermann’s  Gull  at  Brookings,  Curry  7  Apr 
was  Oregon’s  earliest-ever  northbound  bird 
by  11  days  (DM).  A  Common  (Mew)  Gull 
startled  observers  at  Everett  3  Mar  (vt.  SM, 
DD,  S.  Pink);  expert  opinion  considered  it 
consistent  with  the  e.  Russian  race 
kamtschatschensis  (O.  &  M.  Ujihara)  but 
also  stated  that  the  cen.  Russian  heinei  could 
not  be  eliminated  (j.  King).  Though  report¬ 
ed  previously,  this  is  apparently  the  first  Re¬ 
gional  record  of  a  Palearctic  Mew  Gull  to  be 
thoroughly  documented  and  reviewed.  A 
second-year  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  visit¬ 
ed  Sun  Lakes,  Grant  2-8  Apr  and  reappeared 
at  nearby  L.  Lenore  17  Apr  (DSc);  it  was  al¬ 
most  certainly  the  same  bird  that  appeared 
there  last  Oct,  furnishing  Washington’s  4th 
record.  A  stunning  16  Glaucous  Gulls  were 
encountered  this  spring  through  15  May. 
Single  Sabine’s  Gulls  visited  Kirtland,  Jack- 
son  11-13  Apr  (C.  Bruinitt)  and  FR.R.  6  May 
OS);  there  are  only  seven  prior  spring 
records  away  from  marine  waters.  A  Black¬ 
legged  Kittiwake  over  farmland  at  Monte- 
sano,  Grays  Harbor  20  Mar  was  quite  sur¬ 
prising,  despite  its  proximity  to  the  coast 
(CW,  RTS). 

A  Caspian  Tern  at  Two  Rivers  Park,  Benton 
15  Mar  was  record  early  for  e.  Washington 
(D.  Rockwell).  Virtually  unprecedented  was 
a  Forster’s  Tern  over  Padilla  Bay,  Skagit  27 
Mar  (CCx,  JB,  SM);  there  are  only  six  prior 
w.  Washington  records  of  northbound 
Forster’s,  mostly  late  May/early  Jun,  and  so 
this  bird  may  well  have  overwintered  locally. 


A  Black  Tern  returned  to  Ridgefield,  Wash¬ 
ington’s  only  known  breeding  location,  8 
May  (D.  Hayden),  with  up  to  9  present  by 
seasons  end  (P.  Hicks).  An  extremely  early 
Black  Tern,  very  rare  on  the  outer  coast,  vis¬ 
ited  Lincoln  City  12  Apr  (T.  Snetsinger);  an¬ 
other  was  in  the  Puget  Trough,  where  rare 
during  spring,  at  Nisqually  23  May  (S.  Mc- 
Cartan).  A  flight  of  880  Pigeon  Guillemots 
passed  Boiler  Bay,  Lincoln  19  May,  furnishing 
one  of  Oregon’s  highest  counts  ever  (PP).  A 
tally  of  400  Marbled  Murrelets  there  20  Apr 
was  also  exceptional  (PP).  Single  Horned 
Puffins,  now  seemingly  annual  during 
spring/summer  on  the  cen.  Oregon  coast, 
passed  Boiler  Bay  20  Apr  and  22  May  (PP). 

Single  Yellow-billed  Cuckoos  along  Pike 
Cr.,  Harney  28  May  (DH)  and  Malheur 
28-30  May  (KT)  furnished  a  typical  spring 
haul.  Extremely  rare  in  far  e.  Washington, 
single  Band-tailed  Pigeons  visited  Ken¬ 
newick,  Benton  27-28  Mar  (R.  Weeks)  and 
Mead,  Spokane  7-15  May  (ph.  J.  Chris¬ 
tensen).  Washington’s  5th  and  6th  Eurasian 
Collared-Doves  were  at  Ocean  Park,  Pacific 
3-7  May  (ph.  R.  Schuver)  and  Washtucna, 
Adams  29  May+  (vt.  SM,  RH,  BF,  DSc).  In 
Oregon,  collared-dove  sightings  included  4 
at  Cape  Blanco,  Curry  16  May  (TJW)  and 
one  at  Frenchglen,  Harney  29  Apr  (J.  Dil¬ 
lon);  Oregon  has  about  24  previous  records, 
roughly  75%  of  which  were  during  the  pre¬ 
ceding  15  months.  The  only  lingering 
Snowy  Owl  was  at  Davenport,  Lincoln  27 
Mar  (SS).  Oregon’s  3rd  Northern  Hawk  Owl 
remained  near  Bend  through  30  Mar  (D. 
Kook).  A  Burrowing  Owl  at  American 
Camp,  San  Juan  23  Apr  was  only  the  6th 
(and  4th  for  spring)  for  w.  Washington  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  25  years  (R.  Fuller). 

A  Whip-poor-will  sang  repeatedly  at 
Frenchglen,  Harney  14  May  (H.  Ward,  D. 
Hazenton);  audio-recordings  appear  to  sup¬ 
port  the  identification.  If  accepted  by  the 
Oregon  B.R.C.,  it  will  provide  the  first  Re¬ 
gional  record.  Black-chinned  Hummingbirds 
at  Vancouver,  Clark  15  May  (KK)  and  Con¬ 
crete,  Skagit  31  May-1  Jun  (ph.  B.  Bridge) 
added  to  eight  prior  w.  Washington  records, 
all  but  two  of  which  have  been  from  Clark 
and  Skamania.  An  Anna’s  Hummingbird, 
rare  in  e.  Washington  away  from  Klickitat, 
visited  Dixie,  Walla  Walla  28  May  (SM,  CW, 
BF,  RTS).  Washington’s  6th  Costas  Hum¬ 
mingbird  intermittently  graced  a  feeder  in 
Lyle,  Klickitat  2-15  May  (TK.  Kagarise); 
three  of  the  five  prior  records  were  from 
spring.  In  Oregon,  Costa’s  at  Bonanza,  Kla¬ 
math  14  May  (j.  Van  Hulzen)  and  Bend  22 
May  0-  Moodie)  yielded  a  typical  spring.  Af¬ 
ter  three  superb  springs,  westside  Calliope 
Hummingbird  numbers  returned  to  long¬ 
term  norms,  with  none  in  Washington  and  7 
in  Oregon  1 1  Apr-25  May.  Washington’s  3rd 
and  4th  Broad-tailed  Hummingbirds  were 
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in  Walla  Walla  at  College  Place  25  May 
(M&MLD)  and  Dixie  28  May+  (tSM,  TCW, 
BF,  RTS).  A  male  Allen’s  Hummingbird  at 
Grants  Pass ,  Josephine  14  May  was  very  rare 
inland  (DV).  A  Lewis’s  Woodpecker,  very 
rare  in  w.  Washington,  visited  Anacortes,  Sk¬ 
agit  10  May  (D.  Crow).  Six  Red-naped 
Saspuckers  w.  of  the  Cascades,  7-22  Apr  was 
about  twice  normal. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

A  singing  Willow  Flycatcher  in  Othello, 
Adams  24  Apr  (tBF)  and  one  at  Columbia 
N.W.R.,  Grant  3  May  (tRH)  were  exception¬ 
ally  early;  most  arrive  in  late  May.  This 
spring’s  Least  Flycatcher  tally  included  a 
nesting  pair  in  Hardy  Canyon,  Yakima  28 
May+  (ph.  RS),  furnishing  only  Washing¬ 
ton’s  3rd,  and  the  Region’s  5th,  documented 
breeding  record;  3  more  were  on  the  eastside 
27  May+.  A  Gray  Flycatcher  near  Wenas, 
Yakima  19  Apr  tied  Washington’s  record-ear¬ 
ly  date  0-  Kozma);  a  concentration  of  12  mi¬ 
grant  Grays  near  Kittitas  11  May  was  un¬ 
precedented  for  Washington  (CW).  On  the 
westside,  6  Grays  in  Oregon  (but  none  in 
Washington)  21  Apr+  was  above  average 
and  included  3  at  Detroit  Flats,  Marion  7 
May  (SD).  Black  Phoebe  range  expansion 
continued.  On  the  eastside,  singles  visited 
Malheur  13  Apr  (F  Crase)  and  Bend  17  Apr 
(D.  Tracy).  On  the  westside,  a  pair  attempt¬ 
ed  to  nest  near  Dayton,  Yamhill  for  at  least 
the  3rd  straight  year  (F  Schrock),  while  sin¬ 
gles  at  Tillamook  8  (S.  Shunk)  &  26  May  (E. 
McVicker)  and  at  Elkton,  Douglas  22  May 
(A.  McCallum)  were  away  from  established 
populations.  To  the  n.,  Washington’s  8th  and 
northernmost  Black  Phoebe  stopped  near 
Auburn,  King  26  Apr-16  May  (R.  Becker,  J. 
Simms,  ph.  RS).  Eleven  w.  Oregon  Say’s 
Phoebes  (2  Mar-11  Apr)  was  above  average, 
while  6  in  w.  Washington  (11  Mar-7  Apr) 
approached  the  record;  outer-coast  sightings 
included  singles  at  Cape  Blanco,  Curry  5  Apr 
(TJW)  and  Aberdeen,  Grays  Harbor  6  Apr 
(TA).  Western  Kingbirds  showed  exceeding¬ 
ly  well  on  the  Westside,  with  maxima  of  10 
at  Cape  Blanco  29  Apr  (TJW)  and  6  at  RN.R 
26  May  (BSW).  Barely  annual  in  w.  Oregon, 
an  Eastern  Kingbird  graced  Cape  Blanco  26 
May  (TJW).  A  Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  at 
Coos  Bay  14  May  was  about  the  20th  for 
Oregon  and  the  5th  for  Coos  (T.  Gaskill,  ph. 
J.  Chatt). 

Matching  last  year’s  excellent  showing 
were  5  Loggerhead  Shrikes  in  w.  Oregon  (26 
Mar-20  Apr)  and  3  in  w.  Washington  (19 
Mar-8  Apr).  A  Hutton’s  Vireo  at  Trout  L., 
Klickitat  24  Apr  added  to  about  six  previous 
e.  Washington  records  (J-  Essley,  P.  Moyer);  a 
pair  inhabited  the  same  location  May  2003. 
A  record-early  Red-eyed  Vireo  was  singing  at 
White  Salmon,  Klickitat  25  Apr  (TP  Moyer). 
Blue  Jays  lingering  after  this  winter’s  inva- 
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sion  included  25  in  Washington  and  6  in 
Oregon,  with  westside  singles  at  Port  Had- 
lock,  Jefferson  through  9  May  (D.  Johnson) 
and  Dallas,  Polk  through  3  Apr  (B.  Tice). 
Given  the  possibility  of  post-irruption 
breeding,  4  at  Prineville,  Crook  through  16 
May  (CG),  4  at  Prescott,  Walla  Walla  7  May 
(M&MLD),  and  one  in  Dayton,  Columbia  28 
May  (SM,  RTS,  BF,  CW)  were  of  interest.  An 
apparently  northbound  Western  Scrub-Jay  at 
RN.R  1  May  was  at  a  location  where  this 
species  is  still  quite  rare  (BSW).  The  Clark’s 
Nutcracker  flock  at  Rose  Cr.,  Whitman  num¬ 
bered  60+  on  2  Apr  (M&MLD)  but  dwin¬ 
dled  to  4  by  24  May  (T.  Weber). 

A  swarm  of  4000  Tree  Swallows  at  Kent, 
King  15  Apr  was  exceptional  (CW).  A 
colony  of  8-12  Bank  Swallows  at  Dewatto, 
Mason  1  May  added  to  the  rapidly  growing 
list  of  known  westside  breeding  locations 
(M.  Hrudkaj).  A  Purple  Martin  at  Moses  L., 
Grant  28  May  was  only  e.  Washington’s  4th 
away  from  the  Bingen  vicinity  (RH).  In 
Washington,  Mountain  Chickadees  staged  a 


small  spring  return  migration,  late  Mar-late 
Apr,  following  their  fall  irruption.  The  top 
lowland  count  was  20  at  P.N.P  24  Apr 
(BSW),  and  the  latest  was  one  there  19  May 
(BSW).  In  Oregon,  only  4  were  detected. 
The  Chestnut-backed  Chickadee  at  Potholes 
S.R,  Grant  lingered  through  3  Apr  (DSc)  and 
was  joined  by  a  White-breasted  Nuthatch, 
very  rare  in  the  Columbia  Basin,  26  Mar 
(M&MLD). 

A  House  Wren  at  Tulalip  Bay,  Snohomish  9 
Apr  was  record  early  for  w.  Washington 
(SM),  while  50  at  Ridgefield  30  Apr  provid¬ 
ed  a  w.  Washington  record  tally  (SM,  BT,  JB). 
Formerly  unknown  in  Crook,  a  Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher  at  Prineville  15  May  was  the  3rd 
there  in  the  past  two  years  (P.  Low).  Seven 
westside  Mountain  Bluebirds  was  supranor- 
mal  and  included  a  late  bird  at  RN.P  4  May 
(V  Nelson)  and  a  very  rare  outer-coast  indi¬ 
vidual  at  New  R.  bottoms,  Curry  4  Mar  (D. 
Pitkin).  Also  very  rare  on  the  outer  coast,  a 
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Townsends  Solitaire  was  near  Oysterville, 
Pacific  30  Apr-1  May  0-  Gilligan).  Veeries, 
very  rarely  seen  on  migration,  visited  Fields, 
Harney  16  May  (D.  Smith)  and  Windust 
Park,  Franklin  28  May  (SM).  Olympia’s  co¬ 
operative  Redwing  lingered  through  14  Mar 
(G.  Revelas).  A  Gray  Catbird,  extremely  rare 
on  the  westside,  graced  N.S.C.B.  27  May  and 
was  Coos’s  first  (TR).  Four  Northern  Mock¬ 
ingbirds  in  Washington  was  above  average, 
but  4  in  Oregon  was  subpar;  all  were  20 
Apr+.  Sage  Thrashers  appeared  on  the  west- 
side  for  the  6th  consecutive  spring,  with  sin¬ 
gles  at  Cape  Blanco,  Curry  10  Apr  (TJW), 
Eugene  23  Apr  (D&AH),  and  Nehalem, 
Tillamook  30  Apr  (D.  Mandell);  most 
records  are  from  mid-Apr-mid-May.  A 
Brown  Thrasher  near  Midway  Beach,  Pacific 
23  Apr  was  about  Washington’s  10th  and 
somewhat  early  (ID.  Froelich,  M.  Dufort); 
most  Regional  records  have  been  late 
May-late  Jul.  A  very  tardy  Bohemian 
Waxwing  at  College  Place,  Walla  Walla 
15-18  May  was  10  weeks  late  (M&MLD). 

WARBLERS 
THROUGH 
FINCHES 

This  spring’s  Tennessee 
Warbler  visited  Malheur  28 
May  (KT).  A  Washington- 
record  1 20  Orange-crowned 
Warblers  inhabited  Lead- 
better  Point,  Pacific  18  May 
(CW).  Nearly  annual  dur¬ 
ing  May/Jun,  a  Northern 
Parula  adorned  Malheur  27 
May  (AC).  A  Magnolia 
Warbler  near  Dixie,  Walla 
Walla  29  May  was  Washing¬ 
ton’s  11th  and  only  the  2nd 
for  spring  (tCW,  RTS). 
Washington’s  2nd  Cape 
May  Warbler  dallied  in  Spokane  through  8 
Apr  (A.  Sherrodd).  A  wintering  Black- 
throated  Blue  Warbler  lingered  in  Portland 
through  5  Mar  (S.  Sterne),  while  another  in 
Eugene  6  Apr  likely  had  wintered  locally 
(SMg)  and  was  Lane's  first  and  about  the 
40th  for  Oregon.  A  Washington-record 
5000  Yellow-rumped  Warblers  flew  n.  past 
PN.P.  23  Apr  (BSW).  Another  1000  inun¬ 
dated  Ridgefield  30  Apr,  about  40%  of 
which  were  Myrtles;  only  one  or  2  were  hy¬ 
brids  (SM,  BT,  JB).  A  Black- throated  Gray 
Warbler,  very  rare  e.  of  the  Washington  Cas¬ 
cades  during  spring,  was  at  Wenatchee, 
Chelan  3  May  (D.  Beaudette).  Four  north¬ 
bound  Palm  Warblers,  3  Apr-5  May,  was  ex¬ 
ceptional,  but  one  singing  in  appropriate 
breeding  habitat  at  Tiffany  Spring, 
Okanogan  (elev.  2200  m)  29  May  was  un¬ 
precedented  (tG.  Conti).  Four  Black-and- 
white  Warblers,  all  in  Oregon  16-27  May, 
represented  a  typical  spring.  An  Ovenbird, 


Band-tailed  Pigeons  are  exceptionally  rare  in  far  eastern  Washington,  and  most  are 
found  in  spring.  This  one  at  Mead,  Spokane  County  7  May  2005  may  have  been  as  far 
northeast  as  one  has  ever  been  detected  in  that  state.  Photograph  byJ.  Christensen. 
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nearly  annual  during  late  May/Jun,  graced 
Malheur  20  May  (D.  Robberson).  A  Wilson’s 
Warbler  at  Nestucca  Bay,  Tillamook  22  Mar 
was  either  three  weeks  early  or  had  win¬ 
tered  locally  (D.  Grafe).  Three  Yellow¬ 
breasted  Chats  in  w.  Washington  15  May+ 
bespeaks  this  species’  continuing  comeback 
there,  while  one  near  Harts  Pass  at  1700  m 
31  May  defied  explanation  (KK,  MH,  MB). 
A  tally  of  56  chats  near  Kittitas  25  May  was 
unprecedented  for  Washington  (CW).  A 
Western  Tanager  at  Portland  10  Mar  had 
probably  wintered  locally  (GG). 

A  Green-tailed  Towhee  in  Eugene  29 
May  was  a  W.V.  first  (Maitreya);  prior  w. 
Oregon  records  are  almost  exclusively  from 
the  Siskiyou  Mts.  or  near  the  Cascade  crest. 
Apparently  unprecedented  during  spring  in 
Washington  were  150  Chipping  Sparrows 
along  Grey  Rock  Trail,  Yakima  23  May  (JP). 
Two  Clay-colored  Sparrows  near  Molson, 
Okanogan  22-31  May  (AS,  ES)  and  3  near 
Spokane  26  May  (M.  Woodruff)  were  likely 
on  territory,  while  one  wintering  at  Finley 
N.W.R.  remained  through  5  Mar  (JS).  Brew¬ 
er’s  Sparrows  were  recorded  in  w.  Oregon 
for  the  8th  consecutive  spring,  with  singles 
at  Sandy  R.  delta,  Multnomah  11  Apr  (I. 
Tomlinson)  and  23  Apr  (D.  Mandell)  and  at 
Corvallis  24  Apr  (HH);  most  have  been 
during  Apr.  Very  rare  in  w.  Washington 
away  from  its  tiny  breeding  range,  stray 
Vesper  Sparrows  visited  Tokeland,  Pacific 
22  Apr  (PtS,  RS),  Brady,  Grays  Harbor  24 
Apr  (PtS,  RS),  and  Coupeville,  Island  19 
May  (S.  Ellis).  Western  Washington’s  9th 
spring  Lark  Sparrow  graced  Mt.  Vernon,  Sk¬ 
agit  15  May  (T.  Becker).  Rare  w.  of  the  Cas¬ 
cades,  Slate-colored  Fox  Sparrows  inhabit¬ 
ed  Leque  I.,  Snohomish  25  Mar  (CCx)  and 
Woodland,  Cowlitz  3  Apr  (BT,  BLB,  SM). 
One  hundred  Lincoln’s  Sparrows  at  Copalis, 
Grays  Harbor  24  Apr  was  unprecedented 
for  Washington  (J.  Anderson).  Three 
Swamp  Sparrows  in  Mar,  all  on  the  west- 
side,  were  local  winterers,  but  one  in  Seat¬ 
tle  5  Apr  provided  a  rare  record  of  a  north¬ 
bound  migrant  (D.  Froehlich,  S.  Terry).  A 
goodly  7  Harris’s  Sparrows  were  detected, 
all  in  Washington,  including  a  late  bird  at 
P.N.P.  13  May  (BSW).  The  Region’s  3rd 
spring  Chestnut-collared  Longspur  was 
near  Corvallis  15  Mar  (HH);  previous 
records  were  from  May.  A  Snow  Bunting  at 
Westport  23  Apr  was  three  weeks  late 
(M&MLD);  Washington  has  but  two  later 
spring  records.  Potentially  representing  the 
Region’s  first  record,  a  female  Northern 


Cardinal  briefly  adorned  Gig  Harbor,  Pierce 
7-8  May  (ph.  F  Desler,  1.  Desler);  arguing 
for  natural  provenance  is  the  time  of  year, 
its  sex,  and  the  lack  of  unusual  wear.  Rose¬ 
breasted  Grosbeaks  showed  exceptionally 
well,  with  1 1  in  Oregon  21  May+  and  one  in 
Washington  near  Long  Beach,  Pacific  21-23 
May  (A.  Richards). 

Tricolored  Blackbird  numbers  continued 
to  increase  in  Washington.  "Winter”  num¬ 
bers  at  Othello,  Adams  peaked  at  100  on  27 
Mar  (SS).  More  notably,  318  birds  (including 
100+  pairs  and  many  Hedged  young)  were  at 


Black  Phoebes  are  rapidly  expanding  their  range  north¬ 
ward  in  the  Pacific  Northwest.  This  bird  at  Auburn,  King 
County  from  26  (here  27)  April  through  16  May  2005  was 
Washington's  eighth,  six  of  which  have  been  during  the 
last  eight  years.  Photograph  by  Ruth  Sullivan. 

a  newly  found  breeding  colony  near  Texas 
L.,  Whitman  29  May  (BF,  SM,  DSc,  RH); 
summer  flocks  had  been  seen  nearby  since 
2002.  Washington’s  4th  Great-tailed  Grack- 
le  returned  to  Liberty  L.,  Spokane  6-24  Apr 
(R.  Dexter),  while  4  in  e.  Oregon,  15-29 
May,  was  better  than  usual  and  included  a 
northerly  bird  at  Madras,  Jefferson  21  May 
(CG).  A  Baltimore  Oriole,  about  the  31st  for 
Oregon,  visited  Tierra  del  Mar,  Tillamook  24 
Apr  and  was  nearly  three  weeks  earlier  than 
any  previous  spring  record  (W.  Gross). 

Stray  Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finches 
adorned  Larch  Mt.,  Multnomah  7  May  (I. 
Tomlinson),  while  3  paused  at  Saddle  Mt., 
Clatsop  25  May  (MP);  they  almost  never 
wander  during  spring.  Remnants  from  last 
fall’s  influx,  7  Pine  Grosbeaks  remained  at 


Santiam  Pass  through  7  Apr  (P  Low).  Both 
Purple  and  Cassin’s  Finches  appeared  in 
above-average  numbers  in  the  Columbia 
Basin  into  Apr  (RH,  BF).  Additionally,  a  Pur¬ 
ple  Finch  along  the  Twisp  R.,  Okanogan  31 
May  (KK,  MH,  MB)  and  a  Cassin’s  Finch  at 
Hooper,  Whitman  29  May  (RH)  were  well  out 
of  place  for  such  a  late  date.  Extremely  rare 
w.  of  the  Cascades,  a  Cassin’s  Finch  visited 
Mary’s  Peak,  Lane  13  May  (N.  Strycker). 

A  White-winged  Crossbill  inhabited 
Spokane  22-31  Mar  (M.  Frobe),  and  12  vis¬ 
ited  Carnation,  King  6  Mar  (M.  Taylor);  they 
are  very  rare  away  from  the  mts.  Rather  late 
were  Common  Redpolls  at  Potholes  S.P., 
Grant  10  Apr  (DSc,  BSc)  and  near  Yakima  11 
Apr  (J.  Kozma),  but  one  on  the  Oregon  coast 
at  Bay  City,  Tillamook  11  Apr  was  both  late 
and  at  an  unusual  location  (M.  Simper). 
Numbers  of  Pine  Siskin  seemed  up  nearly 
Regionwide  after  early  Mar. 

Corrigenda:  Alas,  the  137  Marbled  Mur- 
relets  at  Boiler  Bay  25  Aug  2004  was 
nowhere  near  the  Oregon  record:  Surveys 
between  Newport  and  Florence  in  the  1990s 
tallied  greater  than  1000  individuals  on 
three  occasions,  with  a  maximum  of  1245 
on  27  Jun  1992  (C.  Strong,  D.  Fix);  also  350 
were  seen  from  the  Siuslaw  R.  mouth  during 
early  May  of  either  1984  or  1985  (fide  D. 
Fix).  The  following  were  not  accepted  by  the 
Washington  B.R.C.:  Spotted  Redshank  at 
Blynn  last  Jul,  and  due  to  concerns  about 
provenance,  the  Pink-footed  Geese  from 
Nov  2003-Apr  2004  in  Grays  Harbor. 

Initialed  observers  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Tom  Aversa  (WA),  Marv  Breece, 
Alan  Contreras,  Craig  Corder,  Mike  and 
Merry  Lynn  Denny  (M&MLD),  Don  DeWitt 
(DDW),  Steve  Dowlan,  Dennis  Duffy,  Joe 
Engler  (Clark),  Bob  Flores,  Michael  Flem¬ 
ing,  Chuck  Gates  (Crook),  Roy  Gerig  (Linn, 
Marion,  Polk),  Greg  Gillson,  Denny 
Granstrand  (Yakima),  Hendrik  Herlyn,  Dan 
and  Anne  Heyerly  (D&AH),  Randy  Hill, 
Mark  Houston,  Stuart  Johnston  (Klickitat), 
Ken  Knittle,  Bruce  LaBar  (BLB),  Bill 
LaFramboise  (lower  Columbia  Basin),  Nan¬ 
cy  LaFramboise,  Sylvia  Maulding  (SMg), 
Tom  Mickel  (Lane),  Craig  Miller,  Don  Mun¬ 
son,  Harry  Nehls  (OR),  Bob  Norton 
(Olympic  Pen.),  Michael  Patterson 
(Clatsop),  Jason  Paulios,  Dennis  Paulson, 
Phil  Pickering,  Tim  Rodenkirk  (Coos),  Ste¬ 
fan  Schlick,  Barbara  Schonewald  (BSc), 
Doug  Schonewald  (DSc),  Ryan  T.  Shaw,  Gina 
Sheridan,  Andy  Stepniewski,  Ellen  Step- 
niewski,  John  Sullivan,  Patrick  Sullivan 
(PtS),  Ruth  Sullivan,  Khanh  Tran,  Dennis 
Vroman  (Josephine ),  Terry  J.  Wahl,  Brad  S. 
Waggoner  (BSW),  Bob  Woodley,  Charlie 
Wright.  O 


An  influx  of  Red  Crossbills  into  w.  Oregon  began  in  late  Mar  and  was  especially  apparent  in  the  s.  Willamette  Valley 
and  along  the  n.  coast.  During  late  May,  unprecedented  numbers  arrived.  On  21  May,  at  least  395  passed  near  Mt.  Pis- 
gah's  summit  (DDW)  and  375  were  northbound  at  Cape  Lookout,  Tillamook  (J.  Danzenbaker).  Eclipsing  these  counts  was  a 
staggering  2000  headed  n.  past  Cascade  Head,  Tillamook  25  May  (PP).  Interestingly,  w.  Washington  observers  noted  only  a 
modest  increase  in  numbers. 
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Northern  California 


A  wet  winter  turned  into  a  wet  spring, 
with  much  higher  rainfall  amounts 
than  usual.  The  rainfall  had  an  im¬ 
pact  on  some  nesting:  Snowy  Plover  nests 
were  washed  away  by  late-spring  floods  in 
Humboldt  County,  and  high  water  levels  at 
coastal  wetlands  may  have  been  a  factor  in 
the  abandonment  of  traditional  coastal  nest¬ 
ing  areas  by  Tricolored  Blackbirds  this  year. 
Two  wandering  raptors  were  of  note:  a  Com¬ 
mon  Black-Hawk,  perhaps  the  same  bird  as 
seen  in  Stockton  in  winter,  graced  Sonoma 
County,  while  a  Crested  Caracara  (or  two?) 
appeared  along  the  coast.  Few  eastern  va¬ 
grants  were  detected,  and  the  “news”  of  the 
season  was  thus  the  early  arrival  of  a  variety 
of  nesters  and  the  later  departure  of  mi¬ 
grants.  We  had  incomplete  reporting  this 
season,  with  a  number  of  counties,  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  Sierra,  missing. 

Abbreviations:  C.B.R.C.  (California  B.R.C.); 
C.V  (Central  Valley);  C.R.P.  (Cosumnes  R. 
Preserve,  Sacramento)'  El.  (Southeast  Faral- 
lon  I.,  San  Francisco);  RR.N.S.  (Pt.  Reyes 
N.S.);  S.F  (San  Francisco);  U.C.  (University 
of  California).  Reports  of  exceptional  va¬ 
grants  submitted  without  documentation  are 
not  published.  Documentation  for  C.B.R.C. 
review  species  will  be  forwarded  to  Guy  Mc- 
Caskie,  Secretary,  P.O.  Box  275,  Imperial 
Beach,  California  91933.  Banded  birds  on  FI. 
should  be  credited  to  Point  Reyes  Bird  Ob¬ 
servatory  (RR.B.O.)  and  those  banded  at  Big 
Sur  R.  mouth  to  the  Big  Sur  Ornithology  Lab 
(B.S.O.L.)  of  the  Ventana  Wilderness  Society. 

LOONS  THROUGH  DUCKS 

Rare  inland,  a  Red-throated  Loon  was  at  San 
Justo  Res.,  San  Benito  8  May  (LLu,  CLu). 
Also  rare  inland.  Red-necked  Grebes  were  at 
Tulloch  L.,  Tuolumne  and  Calaveras  27  Apr 
(JSL)  and  Trinity  L.,  Trinity  8  May  (FrO, 
SAG).  One  at  Carmel  Bay,  Monterey  26-28 
May  was  quite  late  for  the  Region  (BH1,  DR, 
RC  et  al.).  There  were  2  Manx  Shearwaters 
reported  from  Monterey  Bay,  Monterey :  one 
without  details  3  Apr  (fide  DR)  and  one  well 
documented  15  May  (TEa,  tDR). 

Only  2  Least  Bitterns  were  reported:  one 
from  Sutter  N.W.R.,  Sutter  16  Apr  (FrO, 
E1W),  the  other  from  C.R.P  11  May  (JTr). 
Santa  Clara's  urban  heronries,  described  last 
year,  were  all  active  again  this  year,  with  the 
birds  at  the  Palo  Alto  Baylands  delighting 
dozens  of  nature  photographers  (fide  WGB). 
Good  numbers  of  Snowy  Egrets  and  Black- 
crowned  Night-Herons  nested  again  at  Hay¬ 
ward  R.S.,  Alameda  this  year  as  well  (RJR, 
Peter  Dramer,  Sheila  Junge).  Five  reports  of 


eaxCCrTf"/ 

KM 


^•Areata 

Eureka 


Fort  Bragg 
Point  Arena 


«*Yreka  Klamath  Basin  % 
Refuges 

1 

%% 

•  Redding 


Luke 

Almanor  Honey 
Lake 

•Chico  ^ 

1  Sacramento 


,  Valley 

Clear  Refuges 
\Lake 


Bodega  Bay 
Pt.  Reyes  l 


j>  f  L.  TAHOE 

%  X 

Santa  Rosa  •  Sacramento 

'A, 


Cordell  Bank*  'Berkeley 

San  Francisco) 

S.E.  Farallon  Is. 


Santa  Cruz 
Monterey  Bay  ;  «  \ 

Monterey?  Salinas‘S 


Big  Sur 

Davidson  Seamount 


s  Mono 

„  ,  'Lqke 

Stockton  ?  i  \ 

v  '}  \ 

•  Modesto  -S  Yosemite  NP 

t^San  Joaquin 
''Valley  Refuges 

Kings  ? 
Fresno  •  Canyon ; 

NP  A 
Sequoia )  ,  , 
NP 

Tulare  Lake 
Basin 


small  groups  of  Cattle  Egrets  were  received 
from  Santa  Clara  and  Monterey  11  Mar-1 
May  (one  or  twos  except  for  15  at  Moon- 
glow  Dairy,  Monterey  27  Mar;  RF);  the  only 
inland  report  was  of  120+  at  Corcoran  Res., 
Kings  23  Apr  (PJM,  FrT).  Small  groups  of 
White-faced  Ibis  (up  to  11  birds)  were  re¬ 
ported  from  five  coastal  counties  from  Mon¬ 
terey  to  Humboldt  13  Mar-31  May+. 

Monterey  hosted  lingering  geese  into  May, 
with  4  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  at  Zmu- 
dowski  S.B.  29  Apr-1  May  (Caroline 
Rodgers,  Judy  Donaldson  et  al.),  single 
Greater  White-fronted  and  Snow  Geese 
through  2  May  at  Moro  Cojo  Slough  (RF), 
and  another  Snow  Goose  until  5  May  at  Sea¬ 
side  (m  ob.).  A  Ross’s  Goose  at  FT.  31 
May-16  Jun  was  at  an  odd  location  and  very 
unseasonal  (PR.B.O.).  Cackling  Geese  lin¬ 
gered  through  the  first  two  days  of  May  in 
Kings,  Santa  Clara,  and  San  Mateo;  the  latest 
report  from  Humboldt  Bay  N.W.R.,  Humboldt 
was  from  22  May  and  included  3  leucopareia 
and  one  minima  (BED,  MWa).  Canada  Geese 
continued  their  range  expansion  in  Santa 
Cruz;  a  pair  with  3  small  young  at  Wilder 
Ranch  S.R  7  May  (SGe)  provided  the  first 
breeding  record  for  the  n.  coast  of  the  coun¬ 
ty.  A  strong  northbound  passage  of  Brant  was 
noted  17  Apr,  with  1406  birds  passing  Pi¬ 
geon  Pt.,  San  Mateo  in  three  hours  (AME). 
Although  such  numbers  are  far  from  un¬ 
precedented,  we  now  receive  less  documen¬ 
tation  of  such  movements  than  in  the  past. 
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This  Slaty-backed  Gull  at  Half  Moon  Bay,  California  21  March  2005  was  the  last  of  at  least  three  found  at  this  same  locality  during  this  winter/spring  season 
(the  others  were  a  second-year  bird  and  a  third-year  bird).  Note  that  this  adult  shows  an  abnormally  black  bill  color.  Photograph  by  Alvaro  Jaramillo. 


Lingering  Tundra  Swans  included  an  imm.  at 
Moro  Cojo  Slough,  Monterey  through  18  Apr 
(RF)  and  6  very  late  birds  heading  north¬ 
ward  over  Eureka,  Humboldt  30  Apr  (Jher- 
ime  Kellerman).  The  ad.  yellow-billed  swan 
reported  last  fall  was  seen  again  at  White  L., 
Siskiyou  6  Mar  (DVP,  DCo);  its  identification 
is  still  uncertain.  Seventeen  Eurasian 
Wigeons  were  reported  from  four  coastal 
counties,  with  the  latest  report  coming  from 
the  Areata  S.T.R,  Humboldt  30  Apr-1  May 
(JTz,  EE  et  al.).  Two  Northern  Pintails  with 
young  at  the  Iona  Ponds,  Kings  20  May 
(MiF)  were  unusual  for  the  s.  portion  of  the 
Region.  Six  male  Common  (Eurasian  Green¬ 
winged)  Teal  were  found  in  five  counties, 
with  one  near  Pt.  Isabel  26-27  Mar  (Ken 
Archibald)  being  Contra  Costa's  2nd  ever  and 
one  at  Pescadero  Marsh,  San  Mateo  14  Apr 
(RSTh)  being  the  latest  reported. 

Six  male  Tufted  Ducks  in  six  counties 
through  10  Apr  was  a  better-than-average 
spring  total.  Harlequin  Ducks  continued  to 
favor  Glass  Beach  at  Ft.  Bragg,  Mendocino, 
with  17  reported  7  Mar  (DT).  Several  lingered 
through  the  period  into  summer  in  Monterey, 
San  Mateo,  and  Mendocino.  Reports  of  White¬ 
winged  Scoters  continue  to  dwindle.  This 
season  we  received  only  four  reports  totaling 
6  birds,  the  most  noteworthy  being  an  inland 
ad.  male  at  Shasta  Valley  W.A.,  Siskiyou  28 
Apr  (RE,  Jim  Flett).  Eight  Long-tailed  Ducks 
in  seven  counties  through  15  Apr  included  an 
inland  female  at  the  Llano  Seco  Unit  of  the 
Sacramento  River  N.W.R.,  Butte  (JHS),  per¬ 


haps  the  same  bird  reported  in  Jan.  Reports  of 
breeding  Hooded  Mergansers  came  from 
Butte  (2  females  in  nest  boxes  sw.  of  Gray 
Lodge  W.A.  26  May,  fide  KKr)  and  Placer  (fe¬ 
male  with  11  young  at  Sun  City  in  Lincoln 
Hills  17  Apr;  Jack  Ferrante);  ducklings  were 
also  reported  at  the  latter  location  in  2003. 
Inland  Red-breasted  Mergansers  included 
Trinity's  8th  at  Lewiston  L.  23  Mar  (ADeM) 
and  a  female-plumaged  bird  at  Shasta  Valley 
W.A.,  Siskiyou  9  May  (RE). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  RAILS 

On  the  heels  of  the  wintering  Common 
Black-Hawk  in  Stockton,  at  least  one  ad. 
Common  Black-Hawk  was  reported  in  Sono¬ 
ma  at  Forestville  16  Apr  (Erin  Coskee)  and 
then  later  farther  s.  near  Delta  Pond  n.  of  Se¬ 
bastopol  almost  daily  from  14-30  May 
(Chris  Kuhn,  KWi,  tBBu,  ph.  Stan  Moore, 
m.ob.).  Remarkably,  this  bird  was  seen  in  ap¬ 
parent  courtship  flight  over  the  heronry  at 
the  latter  location!  Given  these  reports,  ru¬ 
mors  of  other  possible  Common  Black- 
Hawks  over  Kirby  Cove,  Marin  31  Mar  and 
at  Areata,  Humboldt  19  Apr  bear  considera¬ 
tion.  Single  light-morph  ad.  Swainson’s 
Hawks  near  Areata  17-26  Apr  (JTz,  Rebecca 
Green,  BS  et  al.)  provided  the  5th,  6th,  and 
7th  Humboldt  records.  Other  coastal  mi¬ 
grants  included  birds  over  Santa  Cruz  2 
(DLSu)  &  24  Apr  (EFe),  over  Santa  Clara  18 
May  (MJM),  and  over  Marin  21  May  (LLu, 
CLu).  More  unexpected  was  Napa's  first  con¬ 
firmed  nesting  of  the  species,  where  birds 


have  been  reported  in  the  past  two  summers, 
n.  of  the  Napa  County  Airport  1  May+ 
(RLCL,  m.ob.).  The  Crested  Caracara  that 
wintered  in  Humboldt  was  thought  to  have 
headed  southward,  with  reports  from  Cas¬ 
par,  Mendocino  2  May  (Paul  Reiber),  Pt. 
Reyes,  Marin  3-6  May  (David  Appleton,  fide 
LLu,  KH,  RS),  Rodeo  Lagoon,  Matin  7  May 
(Juan  Carlos),  and  from  San  Luis  Obispo  in  s. 
California  1-2  Jun.  The  picture  has  become 
more  complicated,  however,  now  that  a 
Crested  Caracara  has  shown  up  in  Del  Norte 
in  Jul!  Late  Merlins  in  Santa  Cruz  2  &  6  May 
(JLL,  DLSu)  were  outdone  by  one  at  Blue  L., 
Humboldt  22  May  (ScC),  one  of  our  latest  re¬ 
ports  ever. 

A  study  of  Blue  Grouse  genetic  diversity 
uncovered  20-30  birds  along  Cliff  House 
Ridge  sw.  of  Philo,  Mendocino  4-6  May  (RJK, 
*Jim  Bland,  George  Barrowclough),  far  more 
than  expected.  Wild  Turkeys  continued  their 
expansion  into  new  areas  of  Contra  Costa 
and  Santa  Cruz .  At  least  2  Yellow  Rails  were 
heard  s.  of  Fairfield  15-28  Mar,  and  another 
was  heard  at  the  Benicia  S.R.A.  24  Mar 
(Leonard  Liu,  P.R.B.O.;  both  Solano ).  Up  to  5 
Black  Rails  calling  s.  of  Sheridan  8  Mar-11 
May  (BDW)  marked  only  the  2nd  confirmed 
site  for  this  species  in  Placer. 

SH0REBIRDS 

Pacific  Golden-Plover  numbers  in  Humboldt 
dwindled  from  18  at  Centerville  Beach  17 
Mar  to  one  along  the  lower  Eel  R.  3  May 
(both  SMcA).  Other  coastal  reports  included 
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singles  at  Bayfront  Park,  San  Mateo  29  Apr 
(Rich  Ferrick),  at  Salinas,  Monterey  30  Apr 
(TAm),  and  at  Moss  Landing,  Monterey  2 
May  (Judy  Donaldson).  Inland  reports  came 
from  the  Woodland  W.T.P.,  Yolo  21  Mar-27 
Apr  (up  to  3  birds;  Sami  LaRocca,  Richard 
Hall,  CCo,  KLL,  JMHu)  and  Modesto  S.T.P., 
Stanislaus  17-25  Apr  (3  birds;  JHG,  Jeff 
Brown,  WEH).  Up  to  3  Black-necked  Stilts 
1-3  May  (SUm  et  al.)  and  3  American  Avo- 
cets  25  Apr-1  May  (FrO  et  al.)  along  La- 
Grange  Rd.  s.  of  Chinese  Camp  were  both 
thought  to  perhaps  be  first  Tuolumne 
records.  An  American  Avocet  at  Shasta  Val¬ 
ley  W.A.,  Siskiyou  5  Apr  (RE)  was  also  unex¬ 
pected.  At  least  5  Lesser  Yellowlegs  in  Santa 
Clara  21  Mar-21  Apr  (RWR,  FV,  MMR, 
MJM,  AME)  and  6  in  Monterey  19  Apr  (RF) 
were  both  considered  good  spring  totals;  the 
only  others  were  a  single  bird  at  Pescadero 
Marsh,  San  Mateo  15  Apr  (RSTh)  and  up  to 
4  at  Humboldt  Bay  N.W.R.,  Humboldt  2-21 
Apr  (SFB,  DFx,  GAB  et  al.).  Sixteen  Solitary 
Sandpipers  in  eight  counties  2  Apr-7  May 
were  preceded  by  a  single  bird  w.  of  S.E  Air¬ 
port,  San  Mateo  25  Mar  (Eric  Lichtwardt), 
which  was  either  a  very  early  migrant,  or 
perhaps  a  wintering  bird,  as  one  wintered 
here  2001-2002  (fide  RSTh).  Rare  inland 
Willets  included  singles  at  C.R.P.  8  Apr 
(AEn)  and  at  Chico  State  Farm,  Butte  12  Apr 
(JHS).  A  Ruddy  Turnstone  at  N.  Lake  Tahoe 
8  May  (WRi)  was  only  the  2nd  Placer  record 
and  the  first  there  away  from  the  C.  V.  floor. 
Another  rare  spring  Ruddy  Turnstone  was  in 
Alviso,  Santa  Clara  1  May  (MJM,  MMR, 
RGJ).  Two  Sanderlings  at  the  Llano  Seco 
Unit  of  the  Sacramento  N.W.R.  16  Apr  OHS) 
constituted  one  of  very  few  Butte  records. 
Only  a  single  Semipalmated  Sandpiper  was 
reported,  an  alternate-plumaged  ad.  at 
Pescadero  Marsh,  San  Mateo  28  May  (RSTh). 
Single  alternate-plumaged  Baird’s  Sand¬ 
pipers,  both  3rd  county  records  for  spring, 
were  noted  at  the  Woodland  W.T.P,  Yolo  28 
Apr  (JKn,  Ron  Melcer,  Neil  Whiting)  and  at 
Wilder  Ranch,  Santa  Cruz  7  May  (tSGe). 
Surprisingly,  the  first  Red-necked  Phalarope 
reported  was  slightly  inland  at  Alviso,  Santa 
Clara  26  Mar  (RGJ,  MMR,  MJM),  beating 
out  the  first  birds  noted  in  Santa  Cruz  (11 
Apr;  LGo)  and  Monterey  (14  Apr;  DR).  Red 
Phalaropes  were  notably  absent  off  Monterey 
( fide  DR);  the  only  reports  elsewhere  were  of 
one  off  Pigeon  Pt.,  San  Mateo  21  May  (RSTh) 
and  6  heading  northward  past  Patricks  Point 
S.P,  Humboldt  24  May  (BS). 

LARIDS  THROUGH  HUMMINGBIRDS 

Jaeger  numbers  were  way  down  this  spring, 
with  the  only  reports  being  a  Pomarine  and  a 
Parasitic  off  Pigeon  Pt.,  San  Mateo  30  Apr 
(RSTh)  and  2  Parasitics  off  Pt.  Pinos,  Mon¬ 
terey  30  Apr  (SBT  et  al.).  An  ad.  Laughing 
Gull  was  at  Elkhorn  Slough,  Monterey  25  Apr 


(tGreg  Meyer).  Of  24  Franklins  Gulls  re¬ 
ported,  all  but  2  were  coastal,  and  12  of  the 
coastal  birds  were  in  Santa  Cruz ,  which  has 
become  a  spring  hotspot  for  this  species.  A 
Heermann’s  Gull  at  N.  Lake  Tahoe  20  May 
(WRi,  BWb)  was  a  first  for  Placer.  A  Thayer’s 
Gull  near  Kettleman  City,  Kings  7  Mar  (JSy) 
was  the  only  far-inland  report  for  the  period. 
The  second-winter  Iceland  Gull  discovered 
at  Hidden  L.  Park,  Milpitas,  Santa  Clara  in 
Feb  was  last  noted  7  Mar  (JAC  et  al.).  Nine 
Glaucous  Gulls  were  reported  from  coastal 
locations.  Two  were  quite  late:  a  first-winter 
bird  at  the  Salinas  R.  mouth  28  Apr-21  May, 
a  record-late  date  for  Monterey  (MtB,  ph.  DR 
et  al.),  and  an  even  later  bird  at  Ano  Nuevo 
I.,  San  Mateo  23  May  (GJS).  The  wintering 
flock  of  Black  Skimmers  at  Charleston 
Slough,  Santa  Clara  numbered  12-24  birds 
(fide  WGB).  An  Elegant  Tern  off  Pt.  Pinos, 
Monterey  1  May  (DR)  was  on  the  early  side. 
Rarely  reported,  a  dark-morph  Common 
Murre  was  at  Pigeon  Pt.,  San  Mateo  12  Apr 
(RSTh).  Visible  from  shore,  208  Marbled 
Murrelets  were  counted  from  a  single  loca¬ 
tion  w.  of  Freshwater  Lagoon,  Humboldt  3 
May  (DFx  et  al.);  this  is  a  very  high  count 
and  may  represent  a  record  number  observed 
from  a  single  shore  location  in  the  Region. 

Noteworthy  White- winged  Doves  includ¬ 
ed  a  first  for  Kings  near  Burris  Park  14-20 
May  (tLynn  Hemink,  MiF),  Santa  Cruz's  2nd 
spring  record  at  Younger  Lagoon  19  May 
(LGo),  and  a  rare  Contra  Costa  record  near 
San  Ramon  30  May  (Dennis  Braddy). 
Greater  Roadrunners  are  almost  unknown 
on  the  Sacramento  Valley  floor,  so  one  on 
the  n.  slope  of  the  Sutter  Buttes,  Sutter  10 
Apr  was  more  than  noteworthy  (JSL).  A 
roadrunner  11  May  near  Talmage  was  the 
first  in  Mendocino  in  “several  years”  (CEV, 
Jen  Potts).  A  Barred  Owl  near  the  current  s. 
limit  of  the  species’  Coast  Range  distribution 
was  at  Bothe  Napa  S.P.  17  Apr,  furnishing 
Napa’s  3rd  record  (RLCL,  BiG).  A  Lesser 
Nighthawk  near  Kelseyville  5  Apr  was  just 
the  2nd  for  Lake  (Cliff  Johnson).  A  Com¬ 
mon  Nighthawk  made  an  early  return  to  Eu¬ 
reka,  Humboldt  20  May  (BS).  The  status  of 
Common  Nighthawks  in  the  Sierra  foothills 
is  poorly  understood,  but  the  presence  of  as 
many  as  2  males  and  2  females  along  Meiss 
Rd.  in  e.  Sacramento  24  May-19  Jun  is  sug¬ 
gestive  of  breeding,  unusual  for  such  a  low 
elevation  (AEn,  FrO,  JTr,  m.ob.).  A  Vaux’s 
Swift  at  Humboldt  Bay  N.W.R.,  Humboldt  12 
Mar  was  very  early,  particularly  for  the  n. 
portion  of  the  Region  (JCP).  A  displaying 
male  Allen’s  Hummingbird  at  C.R.P.  1  May 
was  at  a  site  where  breeding  has  been  con¬ 
firmed  in  recent  years,  the  only  such  site 
known  in  the  C.V.  (JTr).  A  male  humming¬ 
bird  thought  to  be  a  Selasphorus  x  Calliope 
Hummingbird  hybrid  was  banded  at  Mari¬ 
posa,  Mariposa  20  Apr  (ph.,  tRita  Colwell). 
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WOODPECKERS  THROUGH  THRUSHES 

Floldover  Williamson’s  Sapsuckers  were  at 
Boggs  Mountain  State  Forest,  Lake  through  6 
Mar  (m.ob.)  and  L.  Cunningham,  Santa 
Clara  through  30  Mar  (DvWb).  Pileated 
Woodpeckers  10  Apr  at  Lighthouse  Field 
S.B.,  Santa  Cntz  (SGe)  and  15  Apr  at  San 
Pablo  Bay  R.S.  near  Pinole,  Contra  Costa 
(Laura  Look)  were  far  from  suitable  habitat 
and  among  the  few  obvious  migrants  ever 
detected  in  the  Region.  Empidonax  flycatch¬ 
ers  other  than  Pacific-slopes  are  generally 
scarce  spring  migrants  along  the  coast  and 
around  S.E  Bay,  but  this  season  was  far  better 
than  average  with  10  Hammond’s  10  Apr-19 
May,  6  Grays  17  Apr-1 1  May,  and  3  Duskies 
(all  in  S.F.)  1-6  May.  Observers  in  the  C.V. 
turned  up  9  Hammond’s  17  Apr-25  May  (all 
in  Sacramento  and  Yolo),  7  Grays  1  Apr-2 
May,  and  5  Duskies  22  Apr-21  May.  At  least 
4  Grays  near  Junction  City  8  May  was  a  new 
high  count  for  Trinity  (SAG,  FrO).  Six  Grays 
17  Apr-9  May  in  the  foothills  of  Tuolumne 
and  Mariposa  were  in  an  area  where  they  are 
rarely  reported;  but  a  tally  of  10  in  a  single 
yard  at  Prather,  Fresno  15  Apr-11  May  is 
probably  more  indicative  of  their  true  status 
in  the  Sierra  foothills  (JND).  Two  Vermilion 
Flycatchers  28  May  at  Oasis  Ranch,  Mono 
were  at  a  spot  where  they  have  apparently  be¬ 
come  summer  residents;  this  site  now  marks 
the  n.  edge  of  the  species’  breeding  range  in 
the  state  (MtB  et  al.).  A  Cassin’s  Kingbird  at 
Bodega  Bay  21  Mar  provided  a  first  for  Sono¬ 
ma  (ph.  RLeb);  another  at  Vallejo  27  Apr+ 
provided  a  first  for  Solano  (Bob  Lewis, 
m.ob  ).  On  30  May,  a  pair  at  the  same  loca¬ 
tion  was  noted  carrying  food  to  a  nest  in  a 
eucalyptus  (RLCL,  TJe),  providing  the  Re¬ 
gion’s  first  breeding  record  n.  of  se.  Alameda, 
with  the  exception  of  an  extralimital  breed¬ 
ing  record  from  Marin  in  1972. 

A  Plumbeous  Vireo  at  U.C.  Davis,  Yolo  22 
Apr  was  a  C.V  rarity  (AEn,  JMHu,  Richard 
Hall);  we  encourage  observers  to  remain 
cautious  when  ruling  out  Cassin’s  Vireo,  far 
more  expected  in  the  Valley.  Though  resi¬ 
dent  just  3  km  away,  a  Gray  Jay  at  Areata 
Marsh,  Humboldt  30  Mar  was  completely 
unexpected  there  (EE,  Greg  Crites).  Hum¬ 
boldt’s  wintering  Blue  Jay  lingered  through 
25  May,  the  latest  date  ever  recorded  for  Cal¬ 
ifornia  (Kathy  Hinz,  m.ob.).  A  pair  of  Com¬ 
mon  Ravens  with  3  nestlings  at  Valensin 
Ranch  24  May  provided  a  first  nest  confir¬ 
mation  for  Sacramento  (JTr).  Up  to  4  Purple 
Martins  at  Yokohl  Valley  21  May  was  a  rare 
find  for  Tulare  (RH).  A  Cliff  Swallow  at  Gar- 
berville,  Humboldt  6  Mar  was  a  notably  ear¬ 
ly  arrival  for  the  nw.  portion  of  the  Region 
(JDS).  A  well-watched  pair  of  Western  Blue¬ 
birds  in  the  Presidio  16  Apr+  produced  2 
nestlings,  the  first  nest  record  for  S.E  since 
1937  (Stefanie  Arthur,  Siobhan  Ruck, 
m.ob.).  Equally  encouraging  was  the  best 
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bluebird  breeding  season  for  Santa  Cruz  in 
recent  years,  with  several  successful  nests 
and  the  presence  of  pairs  in  sites  unoccu¬ 
pied  in  recent  breeding  seasons  (fide  DLSu). 
Migrant  Townsends  Solitaires  were  at  Castle 
Rock  S.R,  Santa  Cruz  16  Apr  (DLSu),  Mt.  St. 
Helena,  Napa  27  Apr  (BiG,  Hermann 
Heinzel),  and  S.F  10-11  May  (JsC,  HuC). 
Numerous  singing  solitaires  along  the  King 
Crest  Trail,  sw.  Humboldt  24  May  were  just  a 
few  km  from  the  ocean  (RBS).  Nowhere  else 
in  the  Region  do  solitaires  breed  anywhere 
near  the  coast. 

THRASHERS  THROUGH  TANAGERS 

Wandering  Sage  Thrashers  included  singles 
at  Orleans,  Humboldt  (PAH,  Bob  Claypole) 
and  Milagra  Ridge,  San  Mateo  (JMk  both  24 
Apr.  A  female  Phainopepla  9  Apr  at  Potter 
Valley  may  represent  the  first  spring  record 
for  Mendocino  (GEC);  a  female  at  Kilgore 
Hills  23  May  provided  only  the  7th  known 
record  for  Siskiyou  (RE). 

A  singing  male  Tennessee  Warbler  was  at 
San  Bruno  Mt.,  San  Mateo  9  May  (RSTh); 
another  male  at  Rocklin  15  May  was  Placers 
first  (ph.  Heath  Wakelee).  The  only  Chest¬ 
nut-sided  Warbler  reported  was  at  Big  Sur  R. 
mouth,  Monterey  21  May  (Mike  Tyner).  The 
Magnolia  Warbler  wintering  at  Pine  Lake 
Park,  S.F  was  last  seen  19  Apr  (ASH,  CLo, 
MWE,  DPM).  Five  Northern  Parulas,  7 
Palm  Warblers,  4  Black-and-white  Warblers, 
and  2  American  Redstarts  were  reported 
from  the  coast,  while  Mono  hosted  a  North¬ 
ern  Parula  24  May  at  Lee  Vining  Cr.  (Chris 
Tonra),  an  American  Redstart  28  May  at  Oa¬ 
sis  Ranch  (MtB  et  al.),  and  2  Black-and- 
white  warblers:  18  May  at  Mill  Cr.  and  21 
May  at  Lower  Lee  Vining  Cr.  (both 
P.R.B.O.).  Another  Parula  was  at  C.R.P  30 
May  (JTr).  The  only  Prothonotary  Warbler 
reported  was  at  Pescadero  Marsh,  San  Mateo 
28  May  (RSTh).  An  Ovenbird  gracing  the 
East  Wash,  S.F.  31  May  (HuC)  was  preceded 
by  3  in  Santa  Cruz:  19  May  at  New  Brighton 
S.B.  (RgW),  24  May  in  Big  Basin  Redwoods 
S.P.  (DLSu),  and  30  May  at  Rancho  del  O so 
(DLSu).  Wintering  Northern  Waterthrushes 
lingered  until  17  Mar  at  Charleston  Road 
marsh,  Santa  Clara  (LCh,  m.ob.)  and 
through  2  Apr  at  Areata  Marsh,  Humboldt 
(RbF);  migrants  included  Madera's  first 
record,  27  Apr  at  San  Joaquin  Experimental 
Range  (Doug  Drynan,  Brian  Gibson,  tJND), 
Mono’s  earliest  record,  7  May  at  lower  Lee 
Vining  Creek  (P.R.B.O.),  and  one  31  May  at 
Antonelli  Pond,  Santa  Cruz  (SGe).  Single  fe¬ 
male  Hooded  Warblers  were  at  lower  Lee 
Vining  Cr.,  Mono  12  May  (RR.B.O.)  and  Mt. 
Davidson,  S.F.  19  May  (tPSar).  Yellow¬ 
breasted  Chats  were  well  reported  in  migra¬ 
tion  and  at  traditional  breeding  sites.  A 
Summer  Tanager  was  at  LI.  31  May-1  Jun 
(P.R.B.O.). 


SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

The  emberizid  of  the  season  was  a  singing 
male  Cassin’s  Sparrow  skylarking  along  La- 
trobe  Rd.,  Sacramento  21-30  May  (EP,  TEa, 
ph.  CCo,  v.r.  JTr,  v.r.  JCS,  m.ob.) — just  the 
2nd  mainland  record  for  our  Region.  Chip¬ 
ping  Sparrows  were  reported  in  above-aver¬ 
age  numbers  in  the  n.  C.V  A  single  Brewer’s 
Sparrow  was  out  of  place  22-28  May  along 
Michigan  Bar  Rd.,  Sacramento  (GEw,  WEH, 
m.ob.).  Grasshopper  Sparrows  arrived  early 
(12  Mar  in  Santa  Cruz  and  Santa  Clara )  and 
were  well  reported  from  throughout  the  Re¬ 
gion.  The  only  spring  Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed 
Sparrow  was  at  outer  Charleston  Slough, 
Santa  Clara  2  Mar  (Patti  Sutch).  Nineteen 
White-throated  Sparrows  were  reported, 
with  one  20-22  May  at  Soquel,  Santa  Cruz 
(JPo)  quite  late.  A  lingering  Golden- 
crowned  Sparrow  27  May  in  Los  Altos,  San¬ 
ta  Clara  (Ruth  Troetschler)  was  also  late. 
The  Stanislaus  Harris’s  Sparrow  reported  last 
season  was  last  seen  12  Mar  (Jennifer  Rycen- 
ga);  others  were  at  Soquel,  Santa  Cruz  15 
Mar-13  Apr  (ph.  Sally  Ketley)  and  Sunol 
R.R,  Alameda  16  Mar-28  Apr  (Randy  Little, 
m.ob.). 

Humboldt  hosted  our  only  reported 
longspurs:  2  Laplands  at  Mad  River  Slough 
W.A.  4  Mar  (RbF),  and  another  at  Blue  Lake 
21  Apr  (J.  Kellerman),  and  11  Chestnut-col- 
lareds  at  Bear  River  Ridge  15  Mar  (SMcA). 
Black-headed  Grosbeaks  arrived  early,  with 
one  9  Mar  on  Old  Turnpike  Rd.  (RyT)  being 
the  2nd  earliest  ever  recorded  in  Santa  Cruz, 
19  days  ahead  of  average  (fide  DLSu).  A  Blue 
Grosbeak  at  Bayview  Hill,  S.F  12  May  was 
unexpected  (KMcK).  A  Lazuli  Bunting  x  In¬ 
digo  Bunting  hybrid  reported  22  Apr  from 
the  San  Joaquin  Experimental  Range  was  a 
first  for  Madera  (Brian  Gibson). 

In  further  bad  news  for  the  species,  Tri¬ 
colored  Blackbirds  did  not  nest  at  tradition¬ 
al  coastal  locations  in  Monterey  and  Santa 
Cruz  this  year,  abandoning  a  nesting  site  in 
Santa  Cruz  used  since  at  least  the  early 
1980s  (fide  DR,  DLSu);  however,  nesting 
was  reported  at  several  new  locations  in 
Monterey  (LJE),  and  roughly  3000  “trikes” 
were  along  Rte.  113  in  Solano  14  May  (LJE). 
Hooded  Orioles  arrived  early:  1 2  Mar  in  San¬ 
ta  Clara  (DLSu),  13  Mar  in  Monterey  (SRv), 
and  15  Mar  in  Santa  Cmz  (SGe;  tied  for  ear¬ 
liest  date  ever,  fide  DLSu).  The  only  Balti¬ 
more  Oriole  reported  was  near  Castroville, 
Monterey  29  May  (BGE).  A  Bullocks  Oriole 
4  Mar  at  Blue  Lake,  Humboldt  was  also  early 
(PLo). 

A  female  Cassin’s  Finch  was  in  Cole  Val¬ 
ley,  S.F.  3  Apr  (tPSar).  Red  Crossbills  con¬ 
tinued  in  high  numbers  in  coastal  mts.,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  Santa  Cruz  and  Humboldt,  after 
the  winter  incursion.  Good-sized  flocks  of 
Evening  Grosbeaks  were  in  Bayside,  Hum¬ 
boldt  this  season,  and  a  single  bird  was  at 


Monte  Rio,  Sonoma  26  May  (DFx).  In  the 
exotic  department,  21  Nutmeg  Mannikins 
were  at  a  known  breeding  location  along  the 
Guadalupe  R.,  Santa  Clara  7  Mar  (AV). 

Corrigendum:  Mistakenly  omitted  from  the 
summer  2004  report  were  single  Allen’s 
Hummingbirds  banded  at  Mariposa  9  &  22 
Jul,  providing  the  first  records  for  Mariposa 
(ph.  Rita  Colwell). 

Cited  observers  (county  coordinators  in 
boldface):  Tim  Amaral,  Stephen  L  Bailey, 
Gary  A.  Bloomfield,  William  G.  Bousman 
(Santa  Clara),  Matthew  Brady,  Adam  Brown 
( F.I. ),  Betty  Burridge,  Rita  Carratello,  Scott 
Carey,  George  E.  Chaniot,  Les  Chibana,  Josi- 
ah  Clark,  Daryl  Coldren,  John  A.  Cole,  Luke 
W.  Cole  (Kings),  Chris  Conard  (Sacramento 
and  Yolo),  Hugh  Cotter,  Jeff  N.  Davis 
(Madera),  Al  DeMartini,  Bruce  E.  Deuel  (n. 
C.V.  counties),  Todd  Easterla,  Mark  W.  Eaton 
(San  Francisco),  Leo  J.  Edson,  Alan  M.  Eisner, 
Ray  Ekstrom  (Siskiyou),  Elias  Elias,  Bruce  G. 
Elliot,  Andrew  Engilis,  Gil  C.  Ewing,  Mike 
Feighner,  Eric  Feuss,  David  Fix  (Humboldt), 
Rick  Fournier,  Rob  Fowler,  James  H.  Gain 
(Stanislaus),  Steve  Gerow,  Steve  A.  Glover 
(Contra  Costa),  Lois  Goldfrank,  Bill  Grum- 
mer,  Keith  Hansen,  Rob  Hansen,  W.  Edward 
Harper,  Pablo  A.  Herrera,  Bill  Hill,  Alan  S. 
Hopkins,  Joan  M.  Humphrey,  John  E.  Hunter 
(Trinity),  Tim  Jenkins,  Richard  G.  Jeffers, 
Robert  J.  Keiffer  (Mendocino),  Jon  King,  Kim 
Kreitinger,  Kimya  L.  Lambert,  Rick  Lebau- 
dour,  Robin  L.  C.  Leong  (Napa  and  Solano), 
Cindy  Lieurance,  Leslie  Lieurance,  Janet  L. 
Linthicum,  Paul  Lohse,  Calvin  Lou,  John  S. 
Luther,  Michael  J.  Mammoser,  Timothy  D. 
Manolis  (Lassen),  Sean  McAllister,  J.  Mac 
McCormick  (Plumas  and  Siena),  Kevin  McK- 
ereghan,  Peter  J.  Metropulos  (San  Mateo), 
Joe  Morlan,  Dan  P  Murphy,  Kristie  N.  Nelson 
(Mono),  Frances  Oliver,  Ed  Pandolfino  (Plac¬ 
er),  Jeff  Poklen,  Jude  C.  Power  (Humboldt), 
Robert  W.  Reiling,  Will  Richardson,  Robert  J. 
Richmond  (Alameda),  Don  Robertson  (Mon¬ 
terey),  Michael  M.  Rogers,  Steve  Rovell,  Ruth 
A.  Rudesill  (Sonoma),  Barry  Sauppe,  Jeff  Seay, 
Jim  H.  Snowden,  Jay  D.  Sooter,  Rich  Stallcup, 
John  C.  Sterling  (Modoc,  Alpine,  and  Calav¬ 
eras),  Bradley  M.  Stovall,  Gary  J.  Strachan, 
David  L.  Suddjian  (Santa  Cmz),  Robert  B. 
Sutherland,  Ryan  Terrill,  Scott  B.  Terrill, 
Ronald  S.  Thorn,  Jim  Tietz,  Dorothy  Tobkin, 
Francis  Toldi,  John  Trochet,  Steve  Umland 
(Tuolumne),  Frank  Vanslager,  Kent  Van 
Vuren  (Merced  and  San  Benito),  David  Van- 
der  Pluym  (Mariposa),  Chuck  E.  Vaughn, 
Ann  Verdi,  Matt  Wachs,  Bruce  Webb,  Dave 
Weber,  Elizabeth  West,  Jerry  R.  White 
(Lake),  Brian  D.  Williams  (Nevada),  Ken 
Wilson,  Roger  Wolfe,  Bob  &  Carol  Yutzy 
(Shasta).  Many  more  observers  are  not  specif¬ 
ically  cited;  all  are  appreciated,  <2* 
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Observers  agreed  that  this  was  a  gen¬ 
erally  lackluster  spring  for  both  reg¬ 
ular  western  migrants  and  vagrants, 
although  a  few  notable  warblers  and  other 
eastern  vagrants  were  found  after  mid-May. 
There  was  little  precipitation  after  March  in 
the  Region,  but  the  record-setting  early-win¬ 
ter  and  mid-winter  rains  likely  resulted  in 
spring  migrants  spreading  out  over  relatively 
lush  vegetation  in  the  deserts  and  foothills 
rather  than  concentrating  at  areas  with  per¬ 
manent  water  or  landscaped  parks  and  oases. 
There  was  also  a  general  sense  that  many 
species  appeared  earlier  than  average,  but 
such  comparisons  require  consistent  cover¬ 
age  and  good  record-keeping  and  even  then 
are  difficult  to  interpret  given  the  complexity 
of  the  Region  and  the  tendency  for  many 
“migrant”  species  to  winter.  Two  places  that 
do  receive  thorough  surveys  through  the 
spring  each  year  are  the  Prado  Dam  Basin, 
near  Corona  on  the  Riverside/San  Bernardino 
County  line,  and  the  South  Fork  of  the  Kern 
River  near  Weldon;  observers  in  those  areas 
noted  exceptionally  early  arrivals  of  Western 
Wood-Pewee,  Bell’s  Vireo,  Blue  Grosbeak, 
and  a  few  other  species. 

The  most  noteworthy  waterbirds  were 
both  at  the  Salton  Sea:  a  Sharp-tailed  Sand¬ 
piper  at  the  north  end  was  the  first  for  the 
Salton  Sink  and  only  the  Region’s  fifth  in 
spring,  and  an  Ancient  Murrelet  was  only 
the  third  for  the  Salton  Sea  (all  in  spring). 

Abbreviations:  B.S.  (Butterbredt  Spring  at 
the  s.  end  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  above  Cantil, 
e.  Kern);  C.L.  (China  Lake  Naval  Air 
Weapons  Station,  extreme  ne.  Kern);  E.A.FB. 
(Edwards  A.EB.,  se.  Kern);  EC.R.  (Furnace 
Creek  Ranch,  Death  Valley  N.P.,  Inyo); 
G.H.P.  (Galileo  Hill  Park  in  extreme  e.  Kern); 
N.E.S.S.  (n.  end  of  the  Salton  Sea,  Riverside); 
SDNHM  (San  Diego  Natural  History  Muse¬ 
um);  S.E.S.S.  (s.  end  of  the  Salton  Sea,  Impe¬ 
rial);  S.EK.R.P.  (South  Fork  Kern  River  Pre¬ 
serve  near  Weldon,  Kern);  V.A.F.B. 
(Vandenberg  A.EB.,  sw.  Santa  Barbara).  Be¬ 
cause  virtually  all  rarities  in  s.  California  are 
seen  by  many  observers,  only  the  observ¬ 
ers)  initially  finding  and  identifying  the 
bird  are  included.  Documentation  for 
species  on  the  California  B.R.C.  review  list  is 
forwarded  to  the  Secretary  and  archived  at 
the  Western  Foundation  of  Vertebrate  Zool¬ 
ogy  in  Camarillo. 

LOONS  THROUGH  DUCKS 

A  Pacific  Loon  near  Seeley,  Imperial  16  Apr 
(HG)  was  inland,  where  considered  rare.  A 
late  migrant  Yellow-billed  Loon  was  at  Point 
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Piedras  Blancas,  San  Luis  Obispo  17-19  May 
(RAR). 

Nine  Murphy’s  Petrels  were  seen  over 
deep  waters  off  Santa  Barbara,  Ventura,  and 
Los  Angeles  14-15  Apr  (TMcG,  WW)  during 
an  organized  four-day  pelagic  trip;  this  Ptero- 
droma  is  proving  to  be  regular  far  offshore  at 
this  time  of  year.  A  Flesh-footed  Shearwater, 
scarce  off  s.  California,  was  noted  80  km  sw. 
of  San  Miguel  I.  15  Apr  (TMcG).  A  Manx 
Shearwater  off  Ventura,  Ventura  25  Apr 
(BKS)  added  to  the  increasing  number  of 
records  for  s.  California  waters.  Two  Red¬ 
billed  Tropicbirds  were  far  off  Los  Angeles, 
where  undoubtedly  regular,  15  Apr  (WW). 
A  female  Brown  Booby  remained  at  Point 
Piedras  Blancas  22  Apr+  (RAR). 

The  Little  Blue  Heron  in  Carpinteria,  San¬ 
ta  Barbara  since  Jul  was  last  seen  18  May 
(LM).  An  ad.  Reddish  Egret  near  Oceanside, 


San  Diego  17  Apr  (RTP) — and  what  was  pre¬ 
sumed  the  same  bird  at  San  Elijo  Lagoon  23 
Apr  (CZ)  and  at  the  San  Diego  R.  Mouth  24 
Apr  (WD) — was  the  only  one  on  the  coast; 
one  near  Salton  City  Imperial  25  May  (KCM) 
was  inland. 

Twelve  to  15  Greater  White-fronted  Geese 
at  S.E.S.S.  1-13  May  (EM,  DPen)  were  re¬ 
markably  late  for  migrants.  As  usual,  small 
numbers  of  Brant  migrated  across  the  se.  por¬ 
tion  of  the  Region  on  their  way  northward 
from  the  Gulf  of  California,  with  10  near  Im¬ 
perial,  Imperial  9  Apr  (GMcC)  and  an  equal 
number  at  N.E.S.S.  20  Apr  (CMcG)  being  the 
largest  flocks  reported;  one  at  C.L.  9  May 
(SLS)  was  the  only  one  reported  away  from 
the  Salton  Sea.  The  marked  (8Y3)  Trumpeter 
Swan  in  Los  Angeles  23-24  Dec  (see  the  Win¬ 
ter  Season  report)  was  photographed  on  L. 
Havasu,  San  Bernardino  6  Mar  (KB).  A  late 
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This  American  Oystercatcher  frequented  Prisoner's  Harbor, 
Santa  Cruz  Island,  California  16  (here  23)  April  through  14 
May  2005.  The  irregular  line  separating  the  black  breast 
from  the  white  belly  is  typical  for  populations  of  the  sub¬ 
species  frazari  found  along  the  Pacific  coast  of  Baja  Califor¬ 
nia;  however,  populations  of  frazari  on  the  mainland  coast 
of  western  Mexico  tend  to  have  a  cleaner  demarcation  on 
the  underparts.  Photograph  by  Alex  Tongas. 

migrant  Greater  Scaup  was  at  Stovepipe 
Wells,  Inyo  29-31  May  (MB,  RST).  The  long- 
staying  Harlequin  Duck  was  still  present  in 
San  Diego  at  the  end  of  the  period  (MJB),  and 
another  remained  at  Point  Piedras  Blancas 
through  28  May  (RAR).  A  Long-tailed  Duck 
was  inland  at  N.E.S.S.  24  Apr  (SK). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  PUFFINS 

A  first-year  Mississippi  Kite  was  at  FC.R. 
29-30  May  (DVP).  A  Broad-winged  Hawk  at 
G.H.P  20  May  (JCW)  furnished  one  of  a 
very  few  California  spring  reports.  The  744 
Swainson’s  Hawks  counted  passing  north¬ 
ward  over  Borrego  Springs,  San  Diego  1 
Mar-16  Apr  (HCoh)  was  lower  than  last 
year’s  count;  however,  ca.  50  near  Lakeview, 
Riverside  12  Mar  (DGu),  probably  the  same 
ca.  50  over  Riverside  later  the  same  day 
(HVO),  and  83  that  spent  the  night  of  27-28 
Mar  in  Redlands,  San  Bernardino  (GH)  were 
large  flocks  for  anywhere  in  this  Region.  The 
records  together  suggest  the  route  taken  by 
these  birds  after  leaving  Borrego  Springs.  A 
Zone-tailed  Hawk  at  El  Centro,  Imperial  13- 
14  Mar  (KZK)  and  another  at  Morongo  Val¬ 
ley,  San  Bernardino  7  May  (HBK)  were  evi¬ 
dently  migrants,  but  one  at  Santa  Paula,  Ven¬ 
tura  2  Mar  (TH)  was  believed  to  have 
wintered  locally.  A  Crested  Caracara  at  Mor- 
ro  Bay  1-2  Jun  (EF,  JSa,JSz)  adds  another  to 
the  recent  flurry  of  reports  from  the  immedi¬ 
ate  coast  of  California. 

A  White-tailed  Ptarmigan  was  pho¬ 
tographed  near  Brown  L.,  Inyo  14  May 
(R&rJL);  this  is  the  only  area  in  this  Region 


from  which  this  introduced  bird  is  reported. 
A  calling  Black  Rail  was  at  Dos  Palmas 
Spring,  Riverside  7  Apr  (JFG).  An  exception¬ 
ally  late  migrant  Sora  was  at  G.H.P  1  Jun 
(K&BK). 

Five  wintering  Pacific  Golden-Plovers  re¬ 
mained  at  Seal  Beach,  Orange  through  23  Apr 
(DRW),  and  one  near  Imperial  Beach,  San 
Diego  6  Apr  (RTP)  was  the  latest  of  the  5  win¬ 
tering  there;  2  on  San  Miguel  I.  1  May  (DR) 
were  probably  migrants.  An  American  Oys¬ 
tercatcher  was  at  Prisoner’s  Harbor  on  Santa 
Cruz  I.  16  Apr-14  May  (BH).  Solitary  Sand¬ 
pipers  were  scarcer  than  normal  in  the  e.  por¬ 
tion  of  the  Region,  but  reports  included  3  to¬ 
gether  near  Chino,  San  Bernardino  8  Apr 
(DPel)  and  an  exceptionally  late  one  at 
Barstow,  Sun  Bernardino  29  May  (HBK).  Sin¬ 
gle  Wandering  Tattlers  were  inland  at  S.E.S.S. 
1  (MJB)  &  13  May  (DPen).  A  Whimbrel  at 
Owens  L.  3  Apr  (MJP)  was  one  of  only  a  few 
recorded  in  Inyo.  A  Black  Turnstone  inland 
with  wintering  Ruddy  Turnstones  at  S.E.S.S. 
31  Mar-1  May  (GMcC,  MJB)  was  believed 
present  all  winter,  but  another  at  N.E.S.S.  22 
May  (DGo)  was  a  migrant.  An  early  migrant 
Surfbird  at  S.E.S.S.  19  Mar  (HD)  was  inland, 
where  very  rare.  A  Red  Knot  near  Lancaster, 
Los  Angeles  19  May  (MSanM)  was  the  only 
one  reported  inland  away  from  the  Salton 
Sea.  Two  Sanderlings  near  Lancaster  19  May 
(MSanM)  were  also  inland  and  away  from  the 
Salton  Sea.  The  only  Semipalmated  Sand¬ 
pipers  were  one  at  E.A.EB.  7  May  (JCW)  and 


This  Surfbird  in  alternate  plumage  was  inland 
on  the  south  shore  of  the  Salton  Sea  near 
Obsidian  Butte,  Imperial  County,  California 
1 9  March  2005.  Photograph  by  Henry  Detwiler. 

3  at  S.E.S.S.  7  May  (GMcC,  PAG).  A  Pectoral 
Sandpiper,  rare  in  spring,  was  at  E.A.EB.  21 
May  (MSanM).  A  Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper  at 
the  Whitewater  R.  mouth  at  N.E.S.S.  19-22 
May  (CMcG)  was  the  first  to  be  found  on  the 
Salton  Sea  and  only  the  5th  in  spring  in  Cali¬ 
fornia.  The  passage  of  Stilt  Sandpipers  at 


S.E.S.S.  peaked  in  mid-May,  with  150  there  14 
May  (GMcC);  one  at  Blythe,  Riverside  22  May 
(RHi)  was  the  only  one  away  from  the  Salton 
Sea.  A  female  Red-necked  Phalarope  in  full 
alternate  plumage  at  S.E.S.S.  30  Mar  (GMcC) 
was  evidently  an  early  spring  migrant. 

A  Laughing  Gull  at  N.E.S.S.  20  May  (PAG) 
was  the  earliest  reported  on  the  Salton  Sea 
this  year,  and  one  near  Oceanside  5  Apr 
(RTP)  was  on  the  coast,  where  rare.  A  dozen 
Franklins  Gulls  along  the  coast  between  14 
Apr  and  22  May,  along  with  twice  that  many 
in  the  e.  half  of  the  Region  between  31  Mar 
and  22  May,  were  less  than  expected.  An  ad. 
Heermann’s  Gull  at  S.E.S.S.  20  Mar  (GMcC) 
and  another  at  Salton  City  Imperial  25  May 
(DC)  were  inland,  where  rare.  A  first-winter 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  was  well  pho¬ 
tographed  in  Malibu,  Los  Angeles  13  Mar 
(KLG,  ET).  A  Western  Gull  near  Chino  25- 
28  May  (DPel)  was  only  the  3rd  to  be  found 
in  San  Bernardino.  A  Glaucous  Gull  was  well 
described  at  La  Jolla,  San  Diego  14  Apr  (SES). 
A  Sabine’s  Gull,  rare  on  the  immediate  coast 
in  spring,  was  on  s.  San  Diego  Bay  27  Apr 
(MS).  A  Black-legged  Kittiwake  at  Point 
Piedras  Blancas  21  Mar  (RAR)  was  the  only 
one  reported  and  supports  the  suggestion 
that  the  species  was  virtually  nonexistent  in 
s.  California  waters  during  the  winter.  Single 
Gull-billed  Terns  at  S.E.S.S.  1 1  Mar  (BM)  and 
on  s.  San  Diego  Bay  17  Mar  (RTP)  were  the 
earliest  reported  this  year,  and  one  at  Venice 
19  May  (LC,  TR)  was  the  first  for  Los  Ange¬ 
les.  An  Elegant  Tern  near  Imperial  21  Apr 
(GMcC,  MTH)  and  2  at  S.E.S.S.  22  Apr 
(DSh),  with  one  still  present  30  Apr 
(GMcC),  were  inland,  where  considered  ca¬ 
sual.  A  Least  Tern  at  C.L.  23  May  (SLS)  and 
another  near  Corona,  Riverside  27  May  (JEP) 
were  well  inland;  another  was  photographed 
at  S.E.S.S.,  where  regular  in  summer,  on  25 
May  (TA). 

Up  to  3  Marbled  Murrelets  at  Point 
Piedras  Blancas  20-26  Mar  (RAR)  were  at 
the  s.  limit  of  this  species’  normal  range,  and 
one  dead  on  the  beach  in  Coronado,  San 
Diego  21  Mar  (MS,  *SDNHM)  established 
one  of  the  southernmost  records  for  the 
species.  An  Ancient  Murrelet  photographed 
inland  at  Corvina  Beach,  Riverside  29  May 
(SB)  was  the  3rd  to  be  found  on  the  Salton 
Sea.  A  Tufted  Puffin  at  Point  Piedras  Blancas 
28  Apr  (RAR)  is  one  of  the  few  ever  seen 
from  shore  in  s.  California,  and  one  dead  on 
the  beach  in  Coronado  27  Apr  (MS, 
*SDNHM)  was  exceptionally  far  south. 

DOVES  THROUGH  NUTHATCHES 

Only  5  White-winged  Doves  were  found  on 
the  coast  between  17  Apr  and  29  May,  along 
with  one  more  on  San  Clemente  I.  21  May 
(JPJ).  Common  Ground-Doves  persist  near 
Nipomo,  San  Luis  Obispo  (MLS),  where  first 
detected  in  1995.  Ruddy  Ground-Doves 
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were  still  present  near  Calipatria,  Imperial, 
where  apparently  resident  and  breeding,  at 
the  end  of  the  period  (GMcC),  and  the  one 
wintering  in  El  Centro  remained  through  1 
May  (KZK).  A  female  Calliope  Humming¬ 
bird  in  El  Centro  22  May  (KZK)  was  a  very 
late  migrant  (most  pass  through  s. 

California  in  Apr),  as  was  a  Ru¬ 
fous  Hummingbird  at  the  same  lo¬ 
cation  7-8  May  (KZK). 

Early  reports  of  Olive-sided  Fly¬ 
catcher  included  one  at  Montana 
de  Oro,  San  Luis  Obispo  7  Apr 
(JLR)  and  one  at  B.S.  17  Apr 
(TEW).  A  Western  Wood-Pewee  at 
Weldon  11  Apr  was  the  earliest 
ever  for  Kern  (AS),  and  a  Willow 
Flycatcher  at  nearby  S.EK.R.P.  5 
May  (BBa)  beat  the  earliest  previ¬ 
ous  arrival  of  extimus  at  this  breed¬ 
ing  site  by  five  days.  A  very  early 
Least  Flycatcher  was  at  S.EK.R.P 
30  Apr  (MH);  another  was  at  Scot¬ 
ty’s  Castle  in  Death  Valley  N.P., 

Inyo  7  Jun  (BBa).  Dusky  Flycatch¬ 
ers  are  uncommon  spring  migrants 
that  normally  arrive  after  the  middle  of  Apr, 
so  birds  in  the  Puente  Hills,  Los  Angeles  6  Apr 
(MJI)  and  at  B.S.  9  Apr  (TEW)  were  early. 
The  date  span  of  known  migrant  Gray  Fly¬ 
catchers  through  the  Region  was  2  Apr-11 
May;  a  singing  male  was  on  territory  n.  of  Big 
Pine  in  the  San  Gabriel  Mts.  by  17  Apr 
(KLG).  A  singing  Eastern  Phoebe  at  Valyer- 
mo,  Los  Angeles  16-17  Apr  (JDB,  KLG)  was  a 
surprise,  as  this  species  is  only  a  casual  spring 
transient  in  the  Region.  Say’s  Phoebes  nested 
at  Madrona  Marsh  in  Torrance  in  May  (DM), 
furnishing  the  first  documentation  of  nesting 
in  the  s.  coastal  region  of  Los  Angeles.  An 
Eastern  Kingbird  on  San  Clemente  I.  31  May 
(HAC  JMcM)  was  the  only  one  reported.  The 
first  Western  Kingbird  report  on  the  n.  Carri- 
zo  Plain  6  Mar  (MDS)  was  also  the  earliest  ar¬ 
rival  on  record  in  San  Luis  Obispo.  A  Tropical 
Kingbird  at  San  Elijo  Lagoon,  San  Diego  11- 
27  Apr  (AM)  had  not  been  seen  there  during 
the  winter;  2  wintering  birds  in  Culver  City, 
Los  Angeles  remained  through  16  &  19  May 
(DSt).  Cassin’s  Kingbirds  in  areas  away  from 
regular  occurrence  were  on  Santa  Catalina  I. 
14  May  (JND)  and  at  S.E.S.S.  22  Apr  (PJ). 
Two  Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers  were  reported, 
in  Wilmington,  Los  Angeles  16  May  (TM)  and 
at  Imperial  N.W.R.,  Imperial  26  May  (TK). 

Bell’s  Vireos  continue  to  recover  their  for¬ 
mer  range  and  abundance  in  the  Region; 
noteworthy  this  year  was  an  1 1  Mar  arrival 
at  well-worked  Prado  Dam,  Riverside  (JEP), 
a  migrant  near  Niland  5  Apr  (CMcG),  a 
summering  bird  at  Goleta  18  May+  (DAK; 
the  first  on  the  s.  coast  of  Santa  Barbara  in 
recent  years),  and  a  new  Inyo  maximum  of 
12  territorial  birds  at  China  Ranch  and 
Amargosa  Canyon  (T&JH,  CMcC).  A 


singing  Hutton’s  Vireo  at  Mid  Hills  Camp¬ 
ground  in  the  e.  Mohave  desert  of  Son 
Bernardino  (MR,  BBr)  was  far  out  of  range 
and  likely  of  the  interior  stephensi  subspecies 
(unrecorded  in  California  but  breeding  as 
near  as  Mojave  County,  AZ).  A  Yellow- 


throated  Vireo,  casual  in  the  Region,  was  on 
San  Clemente  1.  29  May  (SWS).  A  Cassin’s 
Vireo  in  Torrance  1  Jun  (DM)  was  excep¬ 
tionally  late  for  a  migrant.  The  latest  report¬ 
ed  date  for  several  wintering  Plumbeous 
Vireos  was  17  Apr  in  El  Segundo,  Los  Ange¬ 
les  (RB).  Five  Red-eyed  Vireos  9  May-8  Jun 
were  expected,  but  another  in  Irvine  30  Apr 
(BED)  was  exceptionally  early.  A  Pinyon  Jay 
near  Thousand  Palms,  Riverside  11  Apr 
(CMcG)  was  slightly  out  of  range  and  far  out 


This  Ancient  Murrelet  on  the  Salton  Sea  at 
Corvina  Beach,  Riverside  County,  California  29 
May  2005  was  only  the  third  to  be  found  on  this 
inland  body  of  water.  Photograph  by  Steven  Bier. 

of  normal  habitat.  Bushtits  nested  at  B.S.  9 
Apr+  (TEW),  the  first  confirmed  breeding  in 
e.  Kern.  Scattered  Red-breasted  Nuthatches 
continued  well  into  the  spring,  and  7  at  Re¬ 
dondo  Beach,  Los  Angeles  25  Apr-30  May 
(DM)  were  a  bit  unexpected. 

WRENS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Territorial  Winter  Wrens  along  Pine  Creek  n. 
of  Bishop  14  May  (j&DP)  and  a  nesting  pair 


at  Montana  de  Oro  15-27  May  (MT)  were  in 
areas  where  the  species  has  previously  sum¬ 
mered;  a  singing  bird  at  Buckhorn  Camp¬ 
ground  (1950  m)  in  the  San  Gabriel  Mts.  17- 
18  May  (M&NF)  was  exceptionally  late  for 
Los  Angeles. 

A  rather  late  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  was  in 
Huntington  Beach,  Orange  8  May  (DRW).  A 
Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  at  S.E.S.S.  14  May 
(GMcC)  was  the  latest  to  be  found  in  spring 
in  the  Salton  Sink.  A  somewhat  out-of-range 
pair  of  California  Gnatcatchers  in  Hunting- 
ton  Beach  in  May  fledged  4  young  (RAE, 
MJI);  a  pair  near  Mentone  during  the  period 
(DRW)  was  significant,  as  this  species  has 
been  virtually  extirpated  from  San  Bernardi¬ 
no.  Western  Bluebirds  again  nest  on  the  Palos 
Verdes  Peninsula,  with  five  eggs  in  a  nest  box 
on  16  May  (KGL).  Unusual  coastal  spring 
sightings  of  Townsend’s  Solitaires  were  made 
at  La  Jolla,  San  Diego  12  May  (SES),  San 
Clemente  1.  the  same  day  (JMcM),  and  Point 
Piedra  Blancas  16  May  (RAR).  Late  Varied 
Thrushes  were  at  Aspendell,  Inyo  4  May 
(HCor)  and  San  Clemente  1.  23  May  (JPJ). 
Gray  Catbirds,  nearly  annual  in  spring,  were 
in  Ken i  at  G.H.P  25-26  May  (MSanM)  and  at 
Jawbone  Canyon  6  Jun  (RST).  A  singing  mi¬ 
grant  Sage  Thrasher  was  on  the  Palos  Verdes 
Pen.  13  Mar  (KGL).  The  only  Brown  Thrash¬ 
er  was  at  G.H.P.  8-10  Jun  (KSG).  A  Bendire’s 
Thrasher  at  Lee  Flat,  Inyo  15  May  (SLS)  was 
in  an  area  with  few  recent  reports.  An  Amer¬ 
ican  Pipit  at  Desert  Center,  Riverside  21  May 
(MSanM)  was  quite  late. 

A  Golden-winged  Warbler  at  B.S.  12  May 
(LB)  was  followed  by  a  singing  male  in  Long 
Beach,  Los  Angeles  28-29  May  (KGL);  this 
species  is  not  found  annually  in  the  Region. 
Tennessee  Warblers  were  at  Carpinteria  23 
Apr  (PAG)  and  in  the  Puente  Hills,  Los  Ange¬ 
les  10  May  (MJI).  Virginia’s  Warblers  are  ex¬ 
ceptionally  rare  as  migrants  in  the  spring,  so 
well-described  birds  in  Indian  Wells  Canyon, 
Kein  24  Apr  (BS),  Torrance  30  Apr  (KGL), 
and  Amargosa  Canyon,  Inyo  14  May  (CMcC, 
JMH)  were  noteworthy.  A  Lucy’s  Warbler  at 
EC.R.  12  Mar  (TEW)  was  the  earliest  ever  for 
Inyo  by  five  days;  one  near  Bishop  29  Apr-14 
May  (C&RH,  J&DP)  was  n.  of  the  normal 
breeding  range,  and  birds  e.  of  Niland  6  Apr 
(CMcG)  and  at  N.E.S.S.  21  May  (MSanM) 
were  in  the  Salton  Sink,  where  very  rare. 
Eight  Northern  Parulas  in  coastal  counties  28 
Apr-30  May  was  about  average,  and  another 
13  were  on  the  deserts  26  Apr-5  Jun.  Five 
Magnolia  Warblers  was  more  than  average, 
with  birds  at  B.S.  14  May  (VH)  and  6  Jun 
(TEW),  Hogback  Cr.  near  Lone  Pine,  Inyo  21 
May  (DSh),  San  Clemente  1.  31  May  (SWS), 
and  Torrance  7  Jun  (DM).  An  Audubon’s 
Warbler  near  Calipatria  20  May  (GMcC)  was 
exceptionally  late  for  the  s.  deserts.  Black- 
throated  Green  Warblers  were  in  Manhattan 
Beach,  Los  Angeles  21-22  May  (KGL),  on  San 


This  adult  Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper  in  alternate  plumage  at  the 
Whitewater  River  mouth  at  the  north  end  of  the  Salton  Sea,  Riverside 
County  19  (here)  through  22  May  2005  was  only  the  third  to  be  found 
in  Southern  California  in  spring.  Photograph  by  Chet  McCaugh. 
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Clemente  1.  31  May  (JMcM),  and  in  Califor¬ 
nia  City  2  Jun  (K&BK).  Yellow-throated  War¬ 
blers  in  Ken l  at  B.S.  17  Apr  (RHu)  and  near 
Lebec  26  Apr  (BW)  were  at  the  very  early  end 
of  the  spring  window  for  this  casual  vagrant 
to  the  Region.  A  singing  male  Grace’s  Warbler 
was  at  Charlton  Flat  in  the  San  Gabriel  Mts., 
Los  Angeles  13-15  May  (DK;  ph.  SSo).  Ten 
Palm  Warblers,  felt  not  to  be  wintering  local¬ 
ly,  moved  through  the  Region  2  Apr-13  May; 
one  at  Finney  L.,  Imperial  31  Mar  (PM)  may 
have  wintered  in  the  area.  The  Pine  Warblers 
wintering  in  Long  Beach  were  last  seen  on  9 
Apr  (KSG),  when  the  2  were  interacting.  A 
singing  male  Blackpoll  Warbler,  casual  in 
spring,  was  in  Long  Beach  30  May  (KSG). 

Six  Black-and-white  Warblers  were  along 
the  coast  14  Apr-31  May,  and  another  7 
were  on  the  Kent  desert  24  Apr-1  Jun.  The 
wintering  American  Redstart  in  Laguna 
Niguel,  Orange  was  last  seen  23  Apr  (PC); 
only  coastal  migrants  reported  were  in  Tem¬ 
pleton,  Sent  Luis  Obispo  21  May  (RHZ) 
and  on  San  Clemente  1.  31  May 
(JMcM),  and  in  the  interior,  3  were  in 
e.  Ken i  7  May-14  Jun,  and  one  was  in 
El  Centro  31  May  (KZK).  Six  Oven- 
birds  were  on  the  Kern  deserts  14 
May-2  Jun;  a  singing  bird  was  in  Los 
Angeles  9-13  Jun  (DSt).  Only  5 
Northern  Waterthrushes  were  report¬ 
ed  26  Apr-30  May.  A  Prothonotary 
Warbler  was  in  Pismo  Beach,  San  Luis 
Obispo  21  May  (MF).  The  last  date  for 
the  Worm-eating  Warbler  wintering 
in  Santa  Barbara  was  18  Mar  (BKH). 

Single  Kentucky  Warblers  were  at  B.S. 

17  (K&BK)  &  31  May  (TEW).  Four 
singing  male  Hooded  Warblers  were 
along  Honda  Cr.,  V.A.EB.  26  May,  with 
one  remaining  through  16  Jun 
(MAH);  7  others  were  found  17  May-8  Jun 
(3  on  the  coastal  slope,  4  on  the  deserts).  A 
Wilson’s  Warbler  in  Torrance  11  Mar  (DM) 
was  an  early  migrant.  Two  Red-faced  War¬ 
blers  were  in  the  White  Fir  zone  of  Clark 
Mt.,  San  Bernardino  29  May  (CC). 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Hepatic  Tanagers  were  found  in  their  two 
most  consistent  breeding  areas,  with  at  least 
2  males  and  a  female  in  the  e.  San  Bernardi¬ 
no  Mts.  18  May+  (CS)  and  3  on  Clark  Mt.  29 
May  (CC).  Coastal  Black-throated  Sparrows 
were  in  Anaheim  Hills,  Orange  16  Mar 
(BML),  Carpinteria  27  Mar  (LRB),  and  Ran¬ 
cho  Palos  Verdes  24  Apr  (KGL)  and  28  May 
(SMo).  Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  in  El 
Centro  14  May  (GMcC,  KZK)  and  at  Laguna 
Res.,  Orange  16  May  (MJ1).  An  ad.  male  Lark 
Bunting  was  on  the  Carrizo  Plain  13  Mar 
(JHa),  2  were  in  Blythe  12-20  Mar  (RHi), 
and  one  was  at  Cima  Dome,  e.  San  Bernardi¬ 
no  9  Apr  (SMi).  A  migrant  Grasshopper 
Sparrow  found  injured  on  Pt.  Loma  10  Mar 


(*SDNHM)  gives  insight  into  the  migration 
dates  of  this  poorly  understood  species.  A 
spring  migrant  Swamp  Sparrow  was  at  Playa 
del  Rey  15  May  (KGL);  a  wintering  bird  here 
was  last  seen  on  26  Mar.  Migrant  Harris’s 
Sparrows  were  at  Scotty’s  Castle  6  Apr  (MH) 
and  China  Ranch  25  Apr  (CMcC);  a  winter¬ 
ing  bird  in  Bishop  was  last  seen  26  Apr 
(C&RH). 

Eleven  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  were 
found  along  the  coast  12-31  May,  and  an¬ 
other  6  were  on  the  n.  deserts  7-28  May.  At 
Prado  Dam,  which  is  covered  almost  daily, 
the  first  Blue  Grosbeak  was  detected  7  Apr 
(JEP).  A  Lazuli  Bunting  nest  with  eggs  found 
20  Apr  near  Castaic  Jet.,  Los  Angeles  seemed 
a  bit  early  (MSanM).  Only  2  Indigo  Buntings 
were  reported  along  the  coast  in  May,  but  at 
least  8  were  on  the  deserts  17  Apr-31  May. 
Male  Bobolinks  were  noted  at  Desert  Center 
22  May  (DGo)  and  at  C.L.  3  Jun  (SLS).  A 
Great-tailed  Grackle  at  Aspendell,  Inyo  24 


This  vagrant  Gray  Catbird  was  at  Galileo  Hill  Park,  Kern 
County  on  25  May  2005,  one  of  two  reported  in  Southern 
California  in  spring.  The  species  visits  this  region  almost 
annually  at  this  season.  Photograph  by  Ken  Kyle. 

Apr  (T&JH)  was  at  2550  m  elevation.  A 
Bronzed  Cowbird  in  Calipatria  21  Apr 
(MTH)  was  the  first  spring  arrival  of  the 
year;  a  male  was  in  Yucca  Valley,  San 
Bernardino  15  May  (JEP).  The  last  date  for 
the  wintering  Orchard  Oriole  in  Culver  City, 
Los  Angeles  was  10  Mar  (DSt).  Baltimore 
Orioles  were  in  Goleta  26  Mar  (JI4o),  pt. 
Loma  21  May  (SES),  and  Inyokern,  Kent  12 
Jun  (SLS);  the  2  wintering  birds  in  Culver 
City  were  last  seen  on  13  &  20  Mar  (DS). 

A  Purple  Finch  in  Rovana,  n.  of  Bishop  5 
May  QLD)  was  at  an  unusual  locality.  Up  to 
36  Cassin’s  Finches  were  found  in  the  San 
Diego  mountains  in  early  Mar  (SES),  and 
22+  were  on  Figueroa  Mt.,  Santa  Barbara  9- 
16  Apr,  with  one  remaining  through  29  Apr 
(WTF).  Following  a  moderately  large  winter 
invasion,  Red  Crossbills  nested  at  Lancaster, 
Los  Angeles,  with  begging  juvs.  on  8  May 
QF);  crossbills  nested  again  this  year  in 
Barstow,  San  Bernardino,  with  3  young  seen 
29  May  (HBK).  Remnants  of  the  winter  Pine 
Siskin  irruption  were  evident  into  Apr  and 


May;  one  in  Calipatria  15  May  (HBK)  was 
very  late  for  the  Salton  Sink.  A  Lawrence’s 
Goldfinch  on  San  Clemente  I.  1  Apr  QMcM) 
was  only  the  4th  to  be  found  there  in  spring. 
An  American  Goldfinch  at  Rovana  16  May 
(JLD)  was  quite  late  for  Inyo.  An  Evening 
Grosbeak  was  at  B.S.  18  May  (TMcG). 

Cited  observers  (county  coordinators  in 
boldface):  Tom  Anderson,  Larry  R.  Ballard, 
Bob  Barnes  (BBa),  Richard  Barth,  Steven  Bier, 
Mark  J.  Billings,  Kathleen  Blair,  Matt  Brady, 
Bob  Brandiff  (BBr),  Larry  Burke,  Heather  A. 
Carlisle,  Hal  Cohen  (HCoh),  David  M. 
Compton  ( Santa  Barbara),  Lyann  Comrack, 
Chris  Conrad,  Dan  Cooper,  Hugh  Cornett 
(HCor),  Jeff  N.  Davis,  Henry  Detwiler, 
William  Doyle,  Jon  L.  Dunn,  Tom  M.  Edell 
(San  Luis  Obispo ),  Richard  A.  Erickson,  Jon 
Feenstra,  Erin  Feinblatt,  Marc  Fenner,  Mary 
&  Nick  Freeman  (M&NF),  Wes  T.  Fritz, 
Kimball  L.  Garrett  (Los  Angeles),  Karen  S. 
Gilbert,  Peter  A.  Ginsburg,  Dave  Goodward 
(DGo),  Dan  Guthrie  (DGu),  Helen  Green, 
John  F.  Green  ( Riverside ),  Tom  Halpin,  Mur- 
relet  Halterman,  Jim  Hardesty  (JHa), 
Matthew  T.  Heindel,  Tom  &  Jo  Heindel 
(Inyo),  Roger  Higson  (RHi),  Brad  K.  Hines, 
Justin  M.  Hite,  Jim  Hodgson  (JHo),  Bruce 
Hollingworth,  Mark  A.  Holmgren,  Georg 
Hoogeweg,  Chris  &  Rosie  Howard  (C&RH), 
Vernon  Howe,  Richard  Hughes  (RHu),  Mar¬ 
shall  J.  lliff,  Jillian  P.  Johnston,  Paul  Jor¬ 
gensen,  Scott  Kerry,  Howard  B.  King,  David 
A.  Kisner,  David  Koeppel,  Alexander  E. 
Koonce  (San  Bernardino) ,  Tom  Koronkiewicz, 
Kenneth  Z.  Kurland,  Ken  &  Brenda  Kyle 
(K&BK),  Kevin  G.  Larson,  Brian  M.  Leahter- 
man,  Rene  &  Joanne  Lenderos  (R&JL),  Paul 
Marshall,  Liz  Mason,  Andrew  Mauro,  Guy 
McCaskie  (Imperial),  Chris  McCreedy,  Chet 
McGaugh,  Todd  McGrath,  Jimmy  McMorran 
(San  Clemente  I.),  Thomas  Miko,  Bob  Miller, 
Edward  Miller,  Steve  Miller  (SMi),  Sally 
Moite  (SMo),  Kathy  C.  Molina,  David  Moody, 
Jim  &  Debby  Parker  (J&DP),  Robert  T.  Pat¬ 
ton,  Dharm  Pellegrini  (DPel),  Donald  Pendle¬ 
ton  (DPen),  James  E.  Pike,  Michael  ).  Prather, 
Mike  Resch,  Dan  Richardson,  John  L.  Roser, 
Richard  A.  Rowlett,  Tom  Ryan,  Matt  Sadows- 
ki,  Mike  San  Miguel,  John  Sawyers  (JSa), 
Brad  K.  Schram,  Dave  Shuford  (DSh),  Maggie 
L.  Smith,  Susan  E.  Smith,  Steve  Sosensky 
(SSo),  Chris  Stahl,  Bob  Steele,  Susan  L.  Steele, 
Don  Sterba  (DSt),  Mike  D.  Stiles,  Satn  W.  Stu¬ 
art,  Ashley  Sutton,  Judy  Szamos  (JSz),  Ryan  S. 
Terrill,  Ed  Thomas,  Mike  Tyner,  Herman  Van 
Oosten,  David  Vander  Pluym,  Walter  Wehtje 
(Ventura),  Bud  Widdowson,  Douglas  R. 
Willick  (Orange),  John  C.  Wilson  (Kern), 
Thomas  E.  Wurster,  Roger  H.  Zachary, 
Catherine  Zinsky.  An  additional  35±  ob¬ 
servers  who  could  not  be  individually  ac¬ 
knowledged  submitted  reports  this  season;  all 
have  our  thanks.  O 


— 


In  contrast  to  most  seasons,  coverage 
was  best  away  from  the  northwest  this 
spring.  Generally  unsuccessful  efforts 
to  find  spring  vagrants  at  migrant  traps, 
combined  with  a  geography  more  con¬ 
ducive  to  finding  fall  strays,  make  vagrant¬ 
hunting  a  largely  autumnal  activity  for  Re¬ 
gional  observers.  Several  successes  this 
season  by  active  observers  in  the  Vizcaino 
Desert  20  May-5  June  should  prompt  re¬ 
consideration. 

Abbreviations:  C.RG.P  (Cerro  Prieto  geo¬ 
thermal  ponds,  Mexicali  Valley);  M.F.O. 
(Monographs  in  Field  Ornithology ). 

ALBATROSSES  THROUGH  TERNS 

Observations  from  two  offshore  cruises  in¬ 
cluded  2  Laysan  Albatrosses  and  a  dark- 
morph  Wedge-tailed  Shearwater  s.  of  the 
Vizcaino  Peninsula  9  Apr  (KAR,  CR)  and  a 
juv.  Masked/Nazca  Booby  10  km  s.  of  the  Is. 
San  Benitos  1  Apr  (TDW).  High  ibis  counts 
in  the  La  Paz  area  22  Mar  included  87 
White  on  the  flats  n.  of  town  and  209 
White-faced  at  Lagunas  de  Chametla  (DVP, 
MB,  OJ). 

A  male  Eurasian  Wigeon  x  American 
Wigeon  at  Lagunas  de  Chametla  26  Jan  (ph. 
SGM)  was  seen  again  23  Mar  (ph.  OJ,  MB, 
DVP).  All  other  waterfowl  highlights  were  in 
the  northeast:  14  Brant  at  the  Colonia 
Zaragoza  sewage  ponds  4  Apr  (MJ1)  were  the 
first  to  be  found  in  the  Mexicali  Valley  away 
from  C.PG.R;  a  female  Mallard  with  3  half- 
grown  young  at  the  Colonia  Zaragoza  ponds 
15  Apr  (RAE)  represented  the  first  nesting 
record  for  that  part  of  the  Region;  7000+ 
Surf  Scoters  were  concentrated  at  the  head  of 
the  Gulf  at  Campo  Don  Abel  26  Mar,  in¬ 
cluding  some  flying  overland  to  the  nnw. 
(MS,  LN);  and  a  total  of  16  Red-breasted 
Mergansers  visited  C.PG.R  21  Apr-20  May 
(RAE,  DSC,  MJI). 

We  still  have  much  to  learn  concerning 
the  phenology  of  migration  in  the  Region, 
especially  in  the  south;  in  the  s.  half  of  Baja 
California  Sur  this  season,  Northern  Harrier, 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  Zone-tailed  Hawk, 
and  Merlin  (and  Sora)  were  still  present 
21-25  Mar  (MB,  OJ,  DVP).  At  least  100 
Swainsons  Hawks  roosting  at  Alianza  Cam¬ 
po,  just  s.  of  Ciudad  Constitucion,  24-25 
Mar  (DVP,  MB,  OJ)  was  far  more  than  ever 
reported  in  the  Region  previously.  We  as¬ 
sume  these  birds  all  wintered  on  the  penin¬ 
sula  and  may  have  been  staging  prior  to  mi¬ 
gration,  but  a  single  bird  over  Tijuana  16 
Apr  (ph.  MJB)  is  the  only  report  of  an  obvi¬ 
ous  migrant  that  we  are  aware  of  in  recent 
decades. 

A  Wilson’s  Plover  chick  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Rio  Colorado  on  1.  Montague  6  May  (MR 
et  al.)  was  at  a  location  where  nesting  had 
not  been  confirmed  previously  (M.F.O.  3: 
41).  In  the  interior  northeast,  a  total  of  11 
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This  Eastern  Kingbird  was  at  San  Borja,  Baja  California  20  May  2005.  Photograph  by  Roberto  Carmona. 


Sanderlings  was  recorded  at  C.P.G.P.  4 
Apr-20  May  (MJI,  RAE,  DSC),  and  5  Short- 
billed  Dowitchers  were  there  and  at  the 
Colonia  Zaragoza  sewage  ponds  4-15  Apr 
(MJI,  RAE). 

Ad.  Franklin’s  Gulls  were  reported  from 
both  ends  of  the  Region:  4-5  were  at 
C.PG.P  4  Apr  (ph.  MJI),  and  one  was  at 
Gorda  Bank  the  next  day  (tDW).  One  or  2 
ad.  Eleermann’s  Gulls  at  C.P.G.P  15  Apr 
(RAE)  and  one  there  10  May  (DSC)  were 
the  first  to  be  found  in  the  Mexicali  Valley. 
The  latest  reported  Herring  and  Thayer’s 
Gulls  were  at  C.PG.P  15  Apr  (RAE)  and 
Playas  de  Tijuana  3  Apr  (MJB),  respectively. 
Rare  on  the  Pacific  coast  were  2  Yellow-foot¬ 
ed  Gulls  at  Guerrero  Negro  26  May  (AC, 
VA).  One  Sabine’s  Gull  was  off  Pt.  Eugenia  9 
Apr  (KAR,  CR),  and  an  ad.  was  at  C.PG.P  6 
May  (RAE). 

Gull-billed  Terns  provided  much  to 
comment  on:  7  at  El  Centenario,  BCS  22 
Mar  (DVP,  MB,  OJ)  was  the  most  ever  re¬ 
ported  there;  4  were  foraging  at  Playas  de 
Tijuana  3  &  17  Apr  (MJB);  up  to  5  were  at 
the  Colonia  Zaragoza  sewage  ponds  4-21 


Apr  (MJI,  RAE);  2  were  at  Campo  Mosque- 
da  5  May  (RAE);  200+  nested  at  C.PG.P 
(KCM,  KLG  et  al.);  and  some  of  the  indi¬ 


viduals  on  the  Rio  Colorado  near  Ejido 
Chiapas  No.  3  (3)  and  above  Colonia  Car¬ 
ranza  (6)  20  May  were  carrying  fish  down¬ 
stream  (DSC,  RAE,  MJI),  presumably  to  an 
unknown  nesting  colony.  Ten,  8,  and  6  ad. 
Elegant  Terns  respectively  were  at  C.P.G.P. 
on  4  Apr,  6  May,  and  2  Jun  (MJI;  RAE; 
KLG,  KCM);  we  do  not  know  to  what  ex¬ 
tent  birds  such  as  these  and  the  aforemen¬ 
tioned  Heermann’s  Gulls  revisit  the  ponds 
in  the  course  of  their  wanderings.  Other 
notable  terns  were  early:  one  or  2  Com¬ 
mons  at  Playas  de  Tijuana  3  Apr  (MJB)  and 
an  Arctic  Tern  n.  of  Pt.  Eugenia  9  Apr 
(KAR,  CR). 

DOVES  THROUGH  SPARROWS 

Separate  Common  Ground-Doves  on  I.  San 
Jose  31  May  and  2  Jun  (RC,  CS)  apparently 
represent  the  first  records  there.  Cody  and 
Velvarde  (appendices  10.5-10.10  in  T.  J. 
Case  et  al.,  eds.  2002.  A  New  Island  Biogeog¬ 
raphy  of  the  Sea  of  Cortes.  Oxford  University 
Press)  provided  complete  bird  lists  for  all  of 
the  Gulf  islands.  While  we  do  not  question 
their  treatment  of  this  species,  there  is  much 
to  be  skeptical  of  therein.  Although  the 
species  presumably  breeds  regularly  in  the 
Cape  District,  a  female  Ruddy  Ground-Dove 
carrying  nesting  material  at  San  Jose  del 
Cabo  24  Mar  (DVP,  MB,  OJ)  provided  the 
first  breeding  evidence  since  a  pair  was  ob¬ 
served  copulating  at  the  same  location  in 
1997  (M.EO.  3:  108).  Xantus’s  Humming¬ 
birds  are  rarely  reported  from  Baja  Califor¬ 
nia,  so  12  at  Santa  Gertrudis  22  May  (RC, 
AC)  were  noteworthy. 

Two  Dusky  Flycatchers  provided  first 
records  for  the  Colorado  Desert  subregion: 
one  near  the  Mexicali  Airport  9  May  (DSC) 
and  one  at  Ejido  Chiapas  No.  3  on  20  May 
(tMJI,  RAE).  A  Thick-billed  Kingbird  at 


The  most  intriguing  reports  of  the  winter  and  spring  involved  multiple  claims  of  Mangrove  Swallow.  Because  it  is  res¬ 
ident  n.  to  cen.  Sonora  and  has  recently  strayed  to  Florida,  it  has  been  considered  a  likely  vagrant  to  occur  in  the  Cape 
District.  Reports  this  year  came  from  the  Gulf  coast  of  Baja  California  at  San  Rafael  27  Feb  (RC,  JAC)  and  21  May  (AC,  RC),  the 
Guerrero  Negro  saltworks  25  Feb  (RC,  AG-A),  and  Lagunas  de  Chametla  22  Mar  (vt.  OJ,  tDVP,  MB).  The  San  Rafael  and  Guer¬ 
rero  Negro  reports  are  undocumented,  and  there  is  concern  over  possible  confusion  with  Violet-green  Swallow,  which  can  ap¬ 
pear  entirely  white-rumped  without  excellent  views.  The  report  from  Lagunas  de  Chametla  was  probably  correct,  however, 
as  the  identification  was  supported  by  an  impressive  sequence  of  video  showing  a  smallish  swallow  with  dark  extending  to 
below  the  eye,  a  fairly  short,  slightly  notched  tail  (eliminating  Common  House-Martin),  and  an  entirely  white  rump  well 
shown  in  multiple  views.  Unfortunately  the  patterns  of  the  forehead  and  tertials  were  not  noted  in  the  field  and  thus  the 
identification  as  Mangrove  Swallow  rests  entirely  on  the  white  rump.  A  sighting  of  a  white-rumped  Barn  Swallow  in  Virginia 
(MJI)  raises  the  question  of  whether  an  anomalous  white-rumped  Tree  Swallow  could  occur  and  whether  such  an  individual 
could  be  eliminated  in  this  case.  Given  that  it  would  represent  a  Regional  first,  and  one  of  few  vagrant  records  for  the  species, 
we  choose  to  await  more  solid  documentation  before  adding  Mangrove  Swallow  to  the  Regional  list. 


This  possible  Mangrove  Swallow  was  videotaped  near  La  Paz,  Baja  California 
Sur  22  March  2005.  Photographs  from  videotape  by  Oscar  Johnson. 
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r  i  Punta  Banda,  a  narrow  peninsula  that  juts  8  km  nw.  into  the  Pacific  on  the  s.  side  of  Bahia  de  Todos  Santos,  is  a  well- 
J  M  known  vagrant  trap.  The  dry  slopes  are  mostly  vegetated  with  coastal  sage  scrub,  accented  by  large  agaves,  but  a  380- 
m  hill  near  the  tip  provides  some  relief  and  some  moister  drainages  that  host  chaparral  on  the  peninsula's  more  mesic  n.  side. 
The  interesting  combination  of  habitats  hosts  an  unusual  mix  of  breeding  landbirds. 

It  has  been  known  since  the  early  1990s  that  Ladder-backed  Woodpeckers  occur  here,  the  species'  northernmost  station 
on  the  Pacific  coast  (M.F.0. 3: 130).  Other  species  of  note  include  Cactus,  Canyon,  and  Rock  Wrens  (all  scarce  breeders  along 
the  immediate  coast  northward),  California  Gnatcatcher  (surprisingly  scarce  along  the  coast  northward  and  in  the  greater 
Bahia  de  Todos  Santos  area),  and  both  Bell's  Sage  and  Rufous-crowned  Sparrows  (both  uncommon  and  local  breeders).  Iliff 
visited  the  area  30  Mar-2  Apr  and  in  addition  to  those  species,  reported  territorial  behavior  by  at  least  5  singing  Black- 
chinned  Sparrows,  which  is  a  local  breeder  inland  but  is  not  known  to  breed  along  the  immediate  coast  anywhere  in  the  Re¬ 
gion  or  in  s.  California.  Eight  Violet-green  Swallows  were  seen  investigating  cliffs  at  the  point;  the  species  breeds  only  rarely 
on  the  coast.  Other  species  to  be  watched  for  as  breeders  include  Costa's  Hummingbird,  Orange-crowned  Warbler,  Scott's  Ori¬ 
ole  (breeds  along  Rio  San  Telmo  24  km  s.),  and  possibly  even  Black-throated  Sparrow. 


San  Jose  del  Cabo  13  May  (JM)  was  three 
days  later  than  any  ever  recorded  in  Cali¬ 
fornia,  sustaining  speculation  that  the 
species  may  breed  in  the  Cape  District.  An 
Eastern  Kingbird  banded  at  San  Borja,  BC 
20  May  (ph.  RC,  AC)  and  another  at  Guer¬ 
rero  Negro  5  Jun  (tAG-A)  provided  rare 
spring  records — the  only  prior  Regional 
record  before  Aug  was  one  at  Laguna  Sala- 
da  22  Jun  1997  (M.F.O.  3:  133).  A 
Plumbeous  Vireo  at  Canon  de  Guadalupe  4 
Apr  (TMJI)  was  earlier  than  most  records 
from  the  California  deserts  but  fit  in  with 


records  from  San  Diego.  Scarce  breeding 
species  found  in  the  Sierra  Juarez  19  May 
included  2  territorial  Gray  Vireos  and  5 
Purple  Martins  at  two  locations,  including 
two  pairs  at  an  apparent  nest  tree  (DSC, 
RAE,  MJ1).  An  American  Robin  at  La  Bu- 
fadora  31  Mar  (MJI)  was  the  first  one  re¬ 
ported  in  Baja  California  in  over  a  year. 

The  wintering  Black-and-white  Warbler 
in  Guerrero  Negro  was  last  seen  5  Apr  (AG- 
A).  Eastern  vagrants  seem  to  have  arrived  in 
Guerrero  Negro  24  May  (AG-A):  on  that 
date  the  small  park  there  hosted  an  Oven- 


BAJA  CALIFORNIA  PEN  IN: 


bird  (t)  and  a  male  Scarlet  Tanager,  the  lat 
ter  representing  the  first  spring  record  for 
the  Region.  A  Western  Palm  Warbler  16  Apr 
(ph.  MJB)  and  2  Yellow  Warblers  12  Mar-2 
Apr  (ph.  MJB,  MJI)  were  at  Parque  Morelos, 
Tijuana,  where  both  species  wintered  last 
year.  A  Yellow-breasted  Chat  at  Canon  de 
Guadalupe  4  Apr  (MJI)  was  nearly  two 
weeks  earlier  than  any  migrant  recorded  in 
the  Salton  Sink  but  matched  extreme  arrival 
dates  in  San  Diego.  Notable  sparrows  in  the 
desert  w.  of  Laguna  Salada  1  Apr  included  a 
Black-throated  and  an  oriantha  White- 
crowned  (RAE),  while  a  Brewers  at  La  Bu- 
fadora  2  Apr  (MJI)  was  a  noteworthy  spring 
migrant  on  the  coast. 

Observers:  Victor  Ayala,  Mark  J.  Billings, 
Matt  Brady,  Roberto  Carmona,  Jose  Alfredo 
Castillo,  Daniel  S.  Cooper,  Andrea  Cuellar, 
Gustavo  Danemann,  Richard  A.  Erickson, 
Marcela  Garay,  Kimball  L.  Garrett,  Antonio 
Gutierrez-Aguilar,  Marshall  J.  Iliff,  Oscar 
Johnson,  Joe  Mackie,  Steven  G.  Mlodinow, 
Kathy  C.  Molina,  Lea  Norton,  Eduardo  Pala¬ 
cios,  Cindy  Radamaker,  Kurt  A.  Radamaker, 
Martha  Roman,  Matt  Sadowski,  Carmina 
Salinas,  Luis  Sauma,  David  Vander  Pluym, 
David  Wimpfheimer.  tjj 
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Goose,  a  Blue-winged,  12  Cinnamon,  and  4 
Green-winged  Teal,  3  Northern  Shovelers,  a 
Gadwall,  6  Redheads,  2  Canvasbacks,  2  Less¬ 
er  Scaup,  and  a  Ruddy  Duck  28  May  (WH, 
SD,  K&FG)  were  probably  summering;  a  sec¬ 
ond-year  male  Surf  Scoter  was  there  28  May 
(LG,  WH,  vt.  SD,  KG). 

A  second-year  and  3  ad.  Mississippi  Kites 
were  on  the  Rio  Casas  Grandes  28  May  (WH, 
SD,  K&LG);  this  is  the  only  location  where 
the  species  is  known  to  breed  in  Mexico.  Two 
Swallow-tailed  Kites  were  at  Rancho  Los 


Abbreviations:  B.V.C.  (Bosque  Venustiano 
Carranza,  Torreon,  Coah.). 

SHEARWATERS  THROUGH  OWLS 

Twenty-five  Eared  Grebes  lingered  at  Laguna 
Fierro,  Chih.  through  at  least  28  May  (WH, 
SD,  K&LG).  An  Audubon’s  Shearwater  was 
noted  about  200  km  w.  of  Islas  Marias,  Nay.  8 
Apr  (K&CR);  some  recent  studies  grant  full- 
species  status  to  s ubalaris.  An  ad.  Red-billed 
Tropicbird  was  at  Los  Ebanos  Ranch  near  Bar¬ 
ra  de  Ostiones,  Tamps.  12-18  May  (ph.  LS, 
ph.  AC,  ph.  SB,  JF);  except  for  the  first  day,  it 
was  present  at  a  brackish  lake  a  few  km  in¬ 
land,  a  very  unusual  setting  for  this  typically 
oceanic  species.  An  ad.  Black-crowned  Night- 
Heron  on  Rio  Casas  Grandes  at  Casas 
Grandes,  Chih.  28  May  (WH)  was  in  an  area 
where  the  species  was  discovered  breeding  a 
few  years  ago;  on  the  same  day  there,  a  group 
of  5  Wood  Ducks,  plus  another  pair  (WH,  SD, 
K&LG),  adds  to  the  evidence  that  this  species 
breeds  there.  Numerous  Wood  Ducks  contin¬ 
ued  to  be  seen  at  La  Isla  on  the  Nazas  R.,  Dgo.; 
on  15  Jun,  a  pair  escorting  11  ducklings  pro¬ 
vided  an  early  nesting  record  (WB,  FVP).  A 
Muscovy  Duck  was  recorded  at  Canon  de  Fer¬ 
nandez  on  the  Nazas  R.  17  Apr  (AVJ,  WB, 
FVP),  only  the  2nd  report  for  the  subregion. 
At  at  Laguna  Fierro,  an  ad.  and  an  imm.  Snow 


Ebanos  7  May,  and  one  Hook-billed  Kite  was 
there  8  May  (LS).  Two  pairs  of  Common 
Black-Hawks  were  e.  of  their  mapped  range  in 
n.  Chih.  on  the  Rio  San  Pedro,  upstream  from 
the  Presa  Casa  de  Janos,  29  &  30  May  (WH, 
SD,  K&LG).  A  light-morph  Short-tailed 
Hawk  was  in  the  Sierra  de  San  Luis  3  Apr  (ph. 
JD).  Some  45  American  Avocets  and  3  Black¬ 
necked  Stilts  in  Laguna  Fierro  28  May  (WH, 
SD,  K&LG)  were  slightly  n.  of  mapped  breed¬ 
ing  range.  A  Hudsonian  Godwit  in  nearly  full 
alternate  plumage  was  at  Laguna  Fierro  28 
May  (WH,  vt.  SD,  K&LG).  Two  Forster’s 
Terns  were  at  Faguna  Fierro  28  May  (WH, 
SD,  K&LG),  apparently  the  first  Chih.  record, 
though  not  unexpected. 

Three  Common  Ground-Doves  were  on 
the  Rio  Casas  Grandes  e.  of  Janos  27  May 
(WH,  SD,  K&LG),  and  one  was  heard  in  the 
riparian  area  near  the  Presa  Casa  de  Janos  29 
May  (WH).  On  15  May,  the  first  Yellow-billed 
Cuckoos  of  the  season  were  noted  in  a  ripari¬ 
an  willow-cottonwood  corridor  near  La  Isla 
on  the  Nazas  R.  (WB,  FVP).  A  pair  of  Spotted 
Owls  with  an  active  nest  was  near  near  the  top 
of  the  Mesa  de  Guacamayas,  Chih.  30  May-1 
Jun  (SD,  WH,  K&LG);  the  nest  was  fairly 
high  up  in  a  Douglas-fir  on  top  of  a  large 
clump  of  dead  branches  with  mistletoe.  From 
the  winter  season,  a  Eurasian  Collared-Dove 


was  noted  at  Riito,  Son.  15  Dec,  as  was  a 
White-winged  Dove,  the  latter  unusual  there 
in  winter  (RE,  OHH). 

HUMMINGBIRDS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

From  Mar  through  May,  Anna’s  Humming¬ 
birds  continue  to  be  the  most  common  hum¬ 
mingbird  at  B.V.C.  (FVP,  WB).  Thirteen 
Broad-tailed  Hummingbirds  migrated  past  a 
site  in  the  Sierra  de  San  Luis  20-21  Apr  (JD, 
WH);  this  species  is  a  transient  throughout  n. 
Chih.  (HGdS),  though  not  mapped  there  by 
Howell  &  Webb  (1995).  Several  singing  Buff¬ 
breasted  Flycatchers  were  in  dry  pine-oak 
woodland  in  the  Sierra  la  Breria,  Chih.  29  May 
(SD,  K&LG)  and  in  oaks  with  some  pine  in 
the  lower  parts  of  the  Mesa  de  Guacamayas  30 
May  (WH,  SD,  K&LG).  A  pair  of  Dusky- 
capped  Flycatchers  was  along  the  Rio  Piedras 
Verdes  at  Colonia  Juarez,  Chih.  28  May  (WH, 
SD,  K&FG),  and  several  were  in  the  riparian 
area  near  Presa  Casa  de  Janos  29  May  (WH). 
Several  Brown-crested  Flycatchers  were  on 
the  Rio  Casas  Grandes  both  e.  of  Janos  and  at 
Casas  Grandes,  as  well  as  in  riparian  habitat 
near  Presa  Casa  de  Janos  27  May-1  Jun  (WH, 
SD,  K&LG). 

A  female  and  2-3  singing  male  Gray  Vire- 
os  were  studied  on  the  n.  flank  of  the  Sierra  de 
San  Luis,  Chih.  in  mid-Apr  (JD,  WH).  Two 
Warbling  Vireos  along  the  Rio  Casas  Grandes 
at  Casas  Grandes  28  May,  including  one 
singing  (WH,  SD),  were  suggestive  of  local 
breeding.  A  Western  Scrub-Jay  in  lower  oak- 
savannah  foothill  area  of  the  Sierra  la  Brena  29 
May  (SD)  was  in  an  area  where  the  species  has 
been  seen  before  in  summer  (WH).  Four 
Cedar  Waxwings  along  the  Rio  Casas  Grandes 
e.  of  Janos  27  May  were  somewhat  late  (WH, 
SD,  KG);  following  a  very  strong  invasion  of 
the  winter,  the  species  was  still  common  in 
parks  and  gardens  in  Torreon,  Coah.  into  mid- 
May  (WB,  FVP,  AVJ).  American  Robins  were 
also  common  there  this  season,  with  the  last 
individual  noted  26  Apr  (FVP).  Several  Her¬ 
mit  Thrushes  were  singing  on  the  Mesa  de 
Guacamayas  31  May-1  Jun,  and  a  nest  in  an 
alder  at  2200  m  elevation  confirms  breeding 
from  Chih.  (WH,  SD,  K&LG). 

An  alternate-plumaged  Red-throated  Pipit 
was  with  8  American  Pipits  at  a  small  grassy 
field  at  the  Puerto  Penasco,  Son.  sewage  ponds 
16-17  Apr  (MDC);  this  constitutes  one  of  very 
few  records  from  Mexico  away  from  the  Baja 
California  Peninsula  and  is  one  of  only  two 
spring  (Apr)  records,  the  other  coming  from 
Mich,  in  1988.  At  least  3  territorial  male  and  a 
pair  of  Virginia’s  Warblers  were  on  the  Mesa 
de  Guacamayas  31  May  (WH,  SD,  K&LG), 
where  not  mapped  as  breeders  by  Howell  & 
Webb  (1995);  3  Slate-throated  Redstarts  and 
10-12  Crescent-chested  Warblers,  likewise 
not  mapped  in  that  area,  were  recorded  there 
31  May-1  Jun  (WH,  SD,  K&LG).  A  Northern 
Waterthrush  and  2  Ovenbirds  were  in  B.VC. 
24  Apr  (WB,  FVP);  the  latter  were  recorded  at 
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exactly  the  same  spot  that  produced  three 
records  in  2000  and  2002. 

The  first  Painted  Bunting  of  the  season  in 
the  Torreon  area  was  seen  29  May  at  La  Isla  on 
the  Nazas  R.,  where  on  15  May,  a  Black-head¬ 
ed  Grosbeak,  an  uncommon  bird  for  the  sub- 
region,  was  also  noted  (WB,  FVP).  At  least  15 
Western  Tanagers  were  on  Mesa  de  Guaca- 
mayas  30  May-1  Jun  (WH,  SD,  K&LG),  and  a 
female  Flame-colored  Tanager  was  on  a  nest 
(with  a  male  Western  Tanager  defending  the 
territory  around  the  nest)  there  1  Jun  (WH, 
SD,  K&LG).  An  ad.  male  and  a  second-year 
male  Indigo  Bunting  were  observed  along  the 
Rio  San  Pedro  29  May-1  Jun,  suggestive  of  lo¬ 
cal  breeding  (WH,  SD,  K&LG).  Two  Botteri’s 
Sparrows  were  singing  along  the  Ojitos  B.B.S. 
route,  Chih.  30  May,  where  not  previously 
recorded  (WH). 

Contributors  (area  compilers  in  boldface): 
William  Beaty,  Steve  Bein,  Michael  D.  Car- 
mody,  Arturo  Caso,  John  DeLong,  Scott  Di- 
eni,  Richard  Erickson,  Joe  Fuhrman,  Kathy 
&  Luis  Granillo,  Osvel  Hinojosa-Huerta, 
William  Howe,  Larry  Sansone,  Francisco 
Valdes  Peresgasga,  Kurt  &  Cindy 
Radamaker. 

CENTRAL  MEXICO 


GREBES  THROUGH  HUMMINGBIRDS 

Two  Least  Grebes  were  inland  on  Laguna  de 
Tuxpan,  Gro.  6  Apr  (DM,  MDC).  Fifteen 
American  White  Pelicans  were  rising  in  a  spi¬ 
ral  above  Bosque  de  Aragon,  D.F.  5  Mar 
(HGdS);  2  at  the  Parque  Ecologico  Xochimil- 
co,  D.E  (hereafter,  P.E.X.)  26  May  (RW)  were 
apparently  summering  stragglers.  At  least  24 
Black-crowned  Night-Herons  were  at  Bosque 
de  Aragon  12  Mar  (HGdS,  MPV).  A  Wood 
Stork  was  at  Laguna  de  Sayula,  Jal.  26  May 
(R&JC).  Two  Turkey  Vultures  were  seen  at 
Contreras,  D.F  5  Mar  (MG).  A  Canada  Goose 
was  found  at  the  beach  at  Yelapa,  Jal.  1  May;  it 
stayed  there  at  least  two  weeks  (ph.  C&JS, 
LMV,  JT,  JE)  and  seemed  to  be  exhausted. 
Around  100  Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks  were  at 
a  lagoon  12  km  s.  of  Tecoman,  Col.  2-22  May 
(R&JC). 

A  Hook-billed  Kite  flew  over  Parque 
Ecologico  Cuicuilco,  D.F.  16  Mar  (HGdS, 
MG).  Four  imm.  Snail  Kites  were  12  km  s.  of 


Tecoman  21-22  May  (R&JC).  A  probable 
Cooper’s  Hawk  was  at  Magdalena  Petlacalco, 
D.F  18  May  (SA).  An  ad.  White-tailed  Hawk 
was  at  Tierra  Colorada,  Gro.  31  Apr  (MDC),  a 
location  where  first  seen  by  the  same  observ¬ 
er  in  fall  2003.  A  dark-mo rph  Short-tailed 


This  male  Surf  Scoter  seen  by  several  observers  at  Laguna 
Fierro  on  28  May  2005  was  Chihuahua's  first  and  was  at  a 
very  late  date.  Photograph  from  videotape  by  William  Howe. 


Hawk  was  at  Iguala  7  Apr  (MDC).  Single  Mer¬ 
lins  were  at  Almoloya  del  Rio,  Mex.  6  Mar 
(MG,  AD)  and  at  Lomas  de  Bezares,  D.E  29 
Mar  (MG).  A  group  of  Bearded  Wood-Par¬ 
tridges  consisting  of  3  ads.  and  6  chicks  was 
observed  in  the  Parque  Ecologico 
Macuiltepetl,  Xalapa,  where  they  were  reintro¬ 
duced  in  1995  (SA). 

A  Limpkin  and  a  Collared  Plover  were  not¬ 
ed  12  km  s.  of  Tecoman  22  May  (R&JC).  A 
Collared  Plover  was  at  the  res.  at  Te- 
pecoacuilco,  Gro.  7  Apr  (MDC).  A  Semi- 


palmated  Plover  was  inland  on  Laguna  de 
Tuxpan  6  Apr  (MDC),  and  another  was  at  Par¬ 
que  Ecologico  de  Xochimilco  16  Apr  (MG). 
Among  15,000  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  at  Lago  de 
Texcoco,  Mex.  7  May  were  33  Sanderlings,  a 
Red-necked  Phalarope,  a  Semipalmated 
Plover,  and  80  Stilt  Sandpipers  (MG).  A  few 
Pectorals  were  among  the  sandpipers  at  P.E.X. 
30  Apr  (ph.  HGdS).  Two  Baird’s  and  3  Spotted 
Sandpipers  at  RE.X.  26  May  (RW)  established 
a  new  late  date.  Two  pairs  of  Gull-billed  Terns 
nested  at  P.E.X.  in  the  2nd  half  of  May  (RW), 
the  first  time  the  species  has  been  recorded  in 
the  capital  area. 

A  Striped  Cuckoo  was  heard  in  dune  scrub 
s.  of  Diamante,  Gro.  1  Apr  (MDC),  and  a 
Groove-billed  Ani  was  heard  at  P.E.X.  30  Apr 
(HGdS),  one  of  few  records  for  D.E 

Numerous  Balsas  Screech-Owls  were  be¬ 
tween  Iguala  and  San  Juan  de  Union,  Gro.  7 
Apr  (MDC).  Sixty  pairs  of  Burrowing  Owls 
are  known  to  breed  near  Texcoco,  and  four 


pairs  were  seen  there  7  May  (MG).  A  Com¬ 
mon  Nighthawk  was  heard  12  Feb  at  Cerro  de 
la  Estrella,  Iztapalapa,  D.E  (LASG).  An  esti¬ 
mated  5000  Vaux’s  Swifts  entered  a  small 
chimney  near  Plaza  Loreto,  D.F  just  before 
dusk  23  Mar  (HGdS,  AOI),  but  only  ca.  1000 
entered  this  chimney  28  Mar  (HGdS,  AOI, 
MG).  Two  White-naped  Swifts  flew  over  the 
ITAM  Rio  Hondo,  D.F  28  Mar  (HGdS,  MG, 
AOI),  and  one  was  at  the  UNAM  Botanical 
Garden  16  Apr  (MG).  A  Stripe-throated  Her¬ 
mit  was  seen  near  Coatepec,  Ver.,  n.  of  its 
mapped  range,  22  May  (CG).  A  Berylline 
Hummingbird  seen  17  Apr  at  Desierto  de  los 
Leones,  D.F  (2700  m  elevation)  was  rather 
high  (MG).  Two  Violet-crowneds  and  a  Lu¬ 
cifer  were  among  hummingbirds  frequenting 
flowering  prickly-pear  cactus  at  P.E.X.  30  Apr 
(HGdS,  MG). 

WOODPECKERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A  female  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  at 
Cuauhtemoc,  Col.  18  May  (RC)  was  late.  A 
Greenish  Elaenia  was  heard  at  the  UNAM 
Botanical  Garden  16  Apr  (MG).  Two  Tufted 
Flycatchers  were  at  Desierto  de  los  Leones  17 
Apr  (MG).  Pileated  Flycatchers  responded  to 
playback  and  were  seen  near  Chilpancingo, 

Gro.  and  Iguala  4  &  7  Apr  (MDC).  A  White- 
throated  Flycatcher  was  in  a  reed  marsh  near 
Capulhuac,  Mex.  6  Mar  (MG,  AD).  A  Black 
Phoebe  was  at  P.E.X.  30  Apr  (HGdS,  MG).  A 
M yiarchus  flycatcher  on  Cerro  de  la  Estrella  26 
Mar  (LASG)  was  not  identified  with  certainty; 
any  species  in  this  genus  would  be  rare  in  the 
D.E  A  male  Gray-collared  Becard  was  seen 
near  Tetipac,  above  Taxco,  Gro.  8  Apr  (MDC). 

Up  to  4  Brown  Jays  were  observed  at  just 
over  1900  m  elevation  in  Comaltepec,  Za- 
capoaxtla,  Pue.  12  Mar-14  Apr  (BV).  At  least 
2  of  the  swallows  flying  above  the  ITAM  Rio 
Hondo  in  the  late  afternoon  of  28  Mar  were 
apparently  Cave  Swallows;  if  confirmed,  this 
would  be  a  new  record  for  the  D.E  (HGdS,  : 
MG).  A  Canyon  Wren  was  at  La  Cima,  D.F  19 
Mar  (HGdS,  MP).  An  American  Dipper  was  in 
an  unsuitable-looking  river  in  Magdalena  Pet¬ 
lacalco  18  May  (SA,  MA,  JR).  The  last  records 
of  Cedar  Waxwings  in  Mexico  City  were  14- 
15  May  (RW,  SA).  A  male  Phainopepla  was 
seen  between  Tepexco,  Pue.  and  the  Pue./Oax.  ) 
border  20  Mar  (BDSP).  European  Starling  is  j 
apparently  increasing  in  the  subregion:  one 
was  at  the  Tehuacan,  Pue.  toll  booth  8  Apr;  4 
were  at  Texcayacac,  Mex.,  se.  of  Almoloya  del 
Rio,  9  Apr  (MDC);  one  was  at  Almoloya  del  I 
Rio  5  May;  and  3  were  at  Rancho  Capetillo, 
Mex.  5  May  (HGdS,  AMH,  MG,  RW).  A  pair 
of  Rufous-backed  Robins  was  at  the  UNAM 
Iztapalapa,  D.E  in  the  last  week  of  May  (RW). 

Single  Virginia’s  Warblers  were  at  the 
UNAM  Botanical  Garden  10  (MDC)  &  16  Apr 
(MG),  and  2  Audubon’s  Warblers  there  26 
May  were  very  late  (ph.  HGdS,  MPV).  A  fe¬ 
male  American  Redstart  was  in  Parque 
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Ecologico  Xochimilco  16  Apr  (MG).  A  female 
Mourning  Warbler  captured  near  Coatepec, 
Ver.  18  May  (AOl,  CG)  and  a  MacGillivray’s 
Warbler  at  P.E.X.  19  May  (RW)  were  consid¬ 
ered  late.  A  Wilsons  Warbler  was  still  at  De- 
sierto  de  los  Leones,  D.E  7  May  (SA).  Several 
Red-breasted  Chats  were  near  Iguala  7  Apr 
(MDC).  A  Northern  Cardinal  and  a  Cinna- 
mon-rumped  Seedeater  were  at  FE.X.  30  Apr 
(HGdS,  MG).  A  pair  of  Green-striped  Brush- 
Finches,  not  mapped  in  Gro.  by  Howell  & 
Webb  (1995),  were  near  Tetipac  8  Apr 
(MDC).  A  male  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  was 
in  Parque  Ecologico  Xochimilco  16  Apr 
(MG),  one  of  very  few  records  from  D.E  A 
male  and  2  female  Varied  Buntings  were  near 
the  Instituto  de  Ecologia,  UNAM  25  Mar 
(MG,  JD,  JC).  An  Evening  Grosbeak  was  at  La 
Cima,  D.E  25  Mar  (MG,  JD,  JC),  and  a  Hood¬ 
ed  Grosbeak  was  at  San  Nicolas  Totolapan  7 
Apr  (SA). 

Contributors  (area  compilers  in  boldface): 
Sergio  Aguilar,  Marcelo  Aranda,  Sofia  Arenas, 
Michael  D.  Carmody,  Robert  Cecil,  John  Ce¬ 
cil,  Jeff  Cheffnick,  Alec  Davis,  Jon  Dunn,  Jeff 
Elies,  Hector  Gomez  de  Silva,  Clementina 
Gonzalez,  Manuel  Grosselet,  Alejandro 
Melendez  Herrada,  David  Michael,  Luis 
Morales  Vallin,  Adan  Oliveras  de  Ita,  Michael 
A.  Patten,  Monica  Perez  Villafana,  Jaime 
Rivera,  Luis  Antonio  Sanchez  Gonzalez, 
Brenda  D.  Smith-Patten,  Cody  &  Judith  Son- 
tag,  Jon  Thomson,  Bernardino  Villa,  Richard 
Wilson. 
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This  adult  light-morph  Short-tailed  Hawk  was 
photographed  3  April  2005  in  the  Sierra  de  San  Luis, 
Chihuahua,  only  2  km  from  the  United  States  border. 
Photograph  by  John  DeLong. 

paneca,  above  Oaxaca  City);  P.H.  (Puente  de 
Hierro,  below  Guelatao);  S.A.  (San  Andres 
Huayapan,  just  e.  of  Oaxaca  City);  S.EP  (San 
Felipe  Park);  S.J.G.  (San  Juan  Guelavia);  T.V 
(Teotitlan  del  Valle). 

GREBES  THROUGH  SWIFTS 

There  were  20  Least  Grebes  at  Presa  Piedra 
Azul  near  T.V.  21  Mar  (MP,  BDSP).  A  group  of 
9  Pied-billed  Grebes  observed  8  Apr  in  Lagu¬ 
na  La  Joya,  Chis.  were  late  migrants  (AM, 
JM).  A  Neotropic  Cormorant  was  seen  at  S.A. 
10-24  Mar.  Single  ad.  Blue-footed  Boobies 
were  are  at  Puerto  Angel  1  Jun  and  on  the 
rocks  se.  of  Huatulco  31  May  (MDC).  Three 
Brown  Pelicans  soared  over  El  Triunfo  camp, 
Chis.  28  Mar  (MP,  KLG  et  al.).  There  were  30 
American  White  Pelicans  at  Presa  Miguel 
Aleman  8  Mar.  A  nesting  colony  of  at  least  50 
pairs  of  Wood  Stork  was  discovered  at  Laguna 
Catazaja,  Chis.  13  Apr  (AM).  About  30  Ful- 


March  and  April  were  extremely  dry  and  hot 
throughout  the  state  of  Chiapas;  the  lagoons 
in  the  Catazaja  area  were  reported  by  locals  to 
be  at  the  lowest  water  levels  ever.  Numerous 
forest  fires  also  appeared  in  the  state  during 
these  months.  Some  rains  arrived  in  May, 
though  water  levels  are  still  well  below  nor¬ 
mal  in  autumn  2005.  Raptor  and  shorebird 
migrations  along  the  coast  were  good  to 
heavy,  as  were  shorebird,  swallow,  and  warbler 
migrations  to  the  north  in  Catazaja.  Migration 
through  the  highlands  appeared  light.  As  in 
some  previous  years,  an  influx  of  some  Gulf 
Slope  migrants  was  observed  in  central  Oaxa¬ 
ca  in  late  May.  All  localities  are  in  the  state  of 
Oaxaca  unless  otherwise  indicated. 

Abbreviations:  La  Cumbre  (Sierra  de  Aloa- 


vous  and  about  50  Black-bellied  Whistling- 
Ducks  were  on  Presa  Miguel  Aleman  8  Mar. 
On  the  same  date,  about  300  of  the  latter  were 
seen  along  the  river  at  Camelia  Roja,  near 
Tuxtepec,  and  10  were  seen  just  e.  of  T.V.  24 
May.  A  Mexican  Duck  was  seen  17-25  May  at 
S.A.,  possibly  the  same  bird  that  has  been  at 
Presa  Piedra  Azul  above  T.V.  for  several  years 
now.  Three  Northern  Pintails  and  several  hun¬ 
dred  Lesser  Scaup  were  at  Presa  Miguel 
Aleman  8  Mar. 

Three  ad.  male  Snail  Kites  were  seen  s.  and 
e.  of  Tapachula,  Chis.  9-11  Mar,  and  another 
was  in  El  Manguito,  Chis.  13  Apr  (AM,  JM);  3 
at  Presa  Miguel  Aleman  8  Mar  were  more  ex¬ 
pected.  Three  ad.  King  Vultures  and  a  Solitary 
Eagle  were  seen  about  halfway  between 
Limonar  and  Paval,  Chis.  1  Apr  (MP,  KLG  et 


al.).  Two  Mississippi  Kites  were  observed  mi¬ 
grating  over  the  entrance  to  Cerro  Huitepec, 
Chis.  1  May,  well  above  normal  elevation 
(AM,  JM).  A  nesting  pair  of  Plumbeous  Kites 
was  discovered  1  Apr  just  w.  of  Puerto 
Madero,  Chis.  (EC,  AM,  JM),  with  a  small 
chick  in  the  nest  5  May;  a  pair  possibly  breed¬ 
ing  was  also  observed  e.  of  Boca  del  Cielo, 
Chis.  5  Apr:  both  birds  continuously  defend¬ 
ed  an  area  against  a  Crested  Caracara  (AM, 
JM).  Not  mapped  along  the  coast  in  Chis.,  a 
Cooper’s  Hawk  was  seen  at  Joaquin  Amaro  13 
Apr  (JM).  A  Black-collared  Hawk  was  seen  11 
Mar  s.  of  Miguel  Aleman,  Chis.  near  the 
Guatemalan  border  (AM,  JM),  and  a  Harris’s 
Hawk  was  observed  7  Apr  e.  of  Estacion  Mo- 
jarra,  Chis. 

Three  Broad-winged  Hawks  migrating  over 
the  entrance  to  Cerro  Huitepec  1  May  were 
perhaps  above  normal  elevation  (AM,  JM), 
but  the  spring  migration  of  this  species 
through  the  tropics  deserves  more  study.  A 
juv.  Red-tailed  Hawk  was  seen  migrating 
close  to  Barra  San  Simon,  Chis.  1  Apr  (JM)-  A 
kettle  of  around  900  mostly  light-morph 
Swainson’s  Hawks  was  seen  at  Las  Animas, 
Santa  Catarina  Ixtepeji,  Ixtlan  15  Apr  (HYH), 
20  were  seen  soaring  over  La  Cumbre  17  Apr, 
and  one  light-morph  ad.  was  seen  at  Huitzo 
23  Apr  (MG,  GRM).  Two  Short-tailed  Hawks 
were  over  El  Triunfo  27  &  28  Mar  (MP,  KLG 
et  al.).  A  Zone-tailed  Hawk  seen  24  May  at 
Benito  Juarez,  above  T.V.,  may  have  been  a 
breeding  bird.  An  imm.  Black  Hawk-Eagle 
was  seen  flying  along  the  Rio  Cajonos  7  Apr 
between  Lalopa  and  Riagui.  A  Collared  For¬ 
est-Falcon  was  in  Sumidero  Canyon  N.P., 
Chis.  25  Mar  (MP,  KLG  et  al.).  An  Aplomado 
Falcon  was  seen  perched  in  a  field  with  isolat¬ 
ed  trees  near  Santa  Maria  Jacatepec  9  Mar.  A 
Merlin  was  at  Presa  Piedra  Azul  22  Mar  (MP, 
BDSP).  Two  Peregrine  Falcons  were  seen  and 
heard  calling  to  each  other  14  Apr  at  about 
3000  m  elevation  near  La  Cumbre;  a  pair  has 
also  been  seen  nearby  in  Oaxaca  City  in  recent 
years. 

Two  West  Mexican  Chachalacas  near  Zo- 
quiapan  15  Apr  marked  the  first  report  of  this 
species  in  the  Gulf  Slope  drainage  of  cen. 
Oaxaca;  several  heard  near  La  Cumbre  20  Apr 
at  2600  m  may  represent,  by  a  few  hundred  m, 
a  new  altitudinal  record.  Nineteen  sightings  of 
Horned  Guans  at  El  Triunfo  21-24  Mar  (BM), 
with  7  in  one  day  27  Mar  (MP,  KLG  et  al.), 
was  considered  high.  A  pair  of  Montezuma 
Quail  was  at  B.J.  24  May  in  a  potato  field, 
where  locals  say  they  kill  the  birds  for  digging 
up  the  potato  plants  ( fide  RAn).  A  Greater  Yel- 
lowlegs  was  at  S.A.  3  May.  Two  Solitary  Sand¬ 
pipers  were  at  Presa  Piedra  Azul  21  Mar  (MP, 
BDSP).  Six  Hudsonian  Godwits  were  seen  7 
Apr  e.  of  El  Manguito,  slightly  early  arrivals 
(AM,  JM).  Three  Long-billed  Curlews  were 
observed  on  the  e.  side  of  Mar  Muerto,  Chis. 
16-17  May  (AM,  JM).  A  new  record  for  the 
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coast  of  Chiapas,  2  Dunlin  were  at  El  Tron- 
conal  2  May,  and  one  was  along  Joaquin 
Amaro  canal  14  Apr  (JM).  Baird’s  Sandpipers 
were  seen  3  &  17  May  at  S.A.  and  near  T.V.  3 
May.  Forty  Least  Sandpipers  were  counted  22 
Mar  at  Presa  Piedra  Azul,  where  they  winter, 
but  a  Red-necked  Phalarope  (MP,  BDSP,  ph. 
MG)  photographed  there  the  next  day,  was  a 
rare  transient  and  apparently  provided  the 
first  record  for  the  cen.  valleys  of  Oax. 

A  new  record  for  Chis.,  3  Bonaparte’s  Gulls 
were  sitting  on  the  shore  near  La  Polka  with  5 
Laughing  Gulls  3  May  (JM); 
one  Laughing  was  seen  at  S.A. 

17  May.  A  second-year  Her¬ 
ring  Gull  was  on  the  beach 
near  Alvarez  near  Arriaga, 

Chis.  30  May  (MDC).  At  least 
20  Least  Terns  were  observed 
chasing  a  Turkey  Vulture 
around  a  large  sand  island  on 
the  Usumacinta  R.  near  Hwy. 

186,  Chis.  6  May  (AM).  Yel¬ 
low-billed  Cuckoos  were  seen 
10  May  at  PH.  and  12  May  at 
T.V.  A  Striped  Cuckoo  was 
seen  at  Sumidero  Canyon, 

Chis.  26  May  (MDC).  Two  Yel- 
low-naped  Parrots  were  at 
Paval  1  Apr  (MP,  KLG  et  al.).  A 
flock  of  7  Green  Parakeets 
seen  regularly  around  down¬ 
town  San  Cristobal  de  Las  Casas,  Chis.  in 
Apr-May  may  have  been  escapees  or  altitudi¬ 
nal  migrants  (AM,  JM).  Several  pairs  of  Pacif¬ 
ic  Parakeets  were  observed  nesting  in  large 
palms  just  w.  of  Puerto  Arista,  Chis.  16-20 
Mar  (AM,  JM). 

A  Flammulated  Owl  was  heard  15  Apr  near 
Zoquiapan,  at  around  2950  m  elevation,  a  lo¬ 
cation  that  appears  to  be  reliable  for  the 
species  in  Oax.  Four  active  Mexican  Whip- 
poor-will  nests  were  found  21  Apr-5  May  in 
the  La  Cumbre  area,  where  this  species  is  nu¬ 
merous.  Spot-tailed  Nightjars  continue  to  be 
seen  on  the  Uxpanapa  road:  6-10  were  count¬ 
ed  about  4  km  off  the  main  Isthmian  hwy.  24 
May  (MDC).  Birds  judged  to  be  Chimney 
Swifts  were  recorded  in  Chiapas  as  follows:  a 
single  at  Sumidero  Canyon  N.P  25  Mar  and 
10  near  Queretaro  between  Jaltenango  and 
Finca  Prusia  26  Mar  (MP,  KLG  et  al.).  Ten 
Black  Swifts  were  observed  s.  of  Mazatan, 
Chis.  1  Apr,  and  ca.  100  over  Tapachula  31 
Mar,  a  large  concentration.  A  pair  of  Lesser 
Swallow-tailed  Swifts  was  seen  1  Apr  se.  of 
Mazatan  (AM,  JM).  White-collared  Swifts 
were  recorded  somewhat  out  of  range  25  Apr 
at  El  Punto,  and  much  more  out  of  their  area 
17  May,  when  a  flock  of  about  30  was  seen 
feeding  along  the  Rio  Salado  near  S.J.G. 

HUMMINGBIRDS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A  Violet-crowned  Hummingbird  was  seen  at 
P.H.  10  May.  Citreoline  Trogons  seen  in  Maza¬ 


tan  7  Apr  were  e.  of  their  normal  range.  A  pair 
of  Turquoise-browed  Motmots  was  discov¬ 
ered  nesting  in  the  banks  of  the  Usumacinta 
R.  n.  of  Hwy.  186  at  the  Chis./Tab.  border  1 1 
Apr;  at  least  20  pairs  were  seen  there  6  May 
(AM).  A  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  and  a  Lad¬ 
der-backed  Woodpecker  were  recorded  near 
Camelia  Roja  (near  Tuxtepec)  8  Mar. 

A  Pileated  Flycatcher  was  mist-netted  in 
the  Santo  Domingo  Botanical  Garden  in 
downtown  Oaxaca  City  24  Apr  (ph.  MG). 
Olive-sided  Flycatchers  were  recorded  12  & 
21  Apr  in  the  La  Cumbre  area. 
White-throated  Flycatchers 
were  seen  at  Camelia  Roja  8 
Mar  and  Santa  Maria  Jacate- 
pec  the  next  day.  Sulphur-bel¬ 
lied  Flycatchers  returned  to 
T.V  and  appeared  to  be  nest¬ 
ing  3-24  May  in  the  same  lo¬ 
cation  as  in  the  past  two 
years.  At  least  5  Brown-crest¬ 
ed  Flycatchers  were  seen  5-8 
Apr  migrating  through  Lagu¬ 
na  Lajoya,  Chis.  (AM,  JM).  A 
Flammulated  Flycatcher  was 
discovered  e.  of  Mazatan  31 
Mar  (AM,  JM).  A  Western 
Kingbird  was  high  (2300  m) 
at  El  Punto  25  Apr.  Two  Scis- 
sor-tailed  Flycatchers  were 
still  at  Tonala  30  May  (MDC). 
Two  Fork-tailed  Flycatchers  were  at  Presa 
Miguel  Aleman  8  Mar.  Slaty,  Warbling,  and 
Dwarf  Vireos  were  heard  singing  16-21  May 
at  S.FP.  A  Golden  Vireo  was  at  Monte  Alban 
21  Mar  (MP,  BDSP),  and  a  Plumbeous  Vireo 
was  singing  from  a  completed  nest  3  May 
above  T.V.,  the  first  nest  recorded  of  this 
species  in  cen.  Oaxaca.  A  singing,  highly  ter¬ 
ritorial  Plumbeous  Vireo  has  been  noted  at 
the  second  sharp  switchback  above  T.V  in 
Mar  2003  and  Mar  2005  (m.ob.),  but  no  fe¬ 
male  was  observed.  A  Green  Shrike-Vireo  was 
heard  on  Palo  Gordo  trail  in  El  Triunfo  27  Mar 
(MP,  KLG). 

An  apparent  white-throated  form  of  Black- 
throated  Magpie-Jay  was  photographed  near 
T.V  23  Mar  (ph.  MG,  GRM,  EdV).  The  prove¬ 
nance  of  this  individual  is  unknown;  White- 
throated  Magpie-Jay  is  common  just  30  km 
away  (Totolapan,  on  the  Pacific  Slope),  but 
Black-throated’s  range  comes  no  closer  than 
Colima!  Three  Marsh  Wrens  were  heard  24 
Mar  in  cattails  w.  of  Tlacolula.  A  Golden- 
crowned  Kinglet  was  seen  14  Apr  near  La 
Cumbre,  where  this  species  is  apparently  reg¬ 
ular  in  small  numbers.  Several  nesting  pairs  of 
Gray-breasted  Martins  have  been  observed  in 
downtown  San  Cristobal  de  Las  Casas  in  Apr 
and  May,  well  above  normal  elevation  (AM, 
JM).  Possibly  breeding  Violet-green  Swallows 
were  seen  17  &  24  May  at  T.V.;  Binford  (1989) 
noted  that  breeding  in  this  species  was  not  yet 
confirmed  in  cen.  Oax.  Bank  Swallows  were 


seen  3  May  at  S.A.  and  S.J.G.  A  Wood  Thrush 
was  recorded  24  Apr  along  the  arroyo  at  Tier- 
ra  Colorada  below  La  Cumbre,  the  3rd  record 
for  cen.  Oaxaca.  Black  Robins  (10  Mar-2 
May)  and  Aztec  Thrushes  (10  Mar-24  Apr) 
were  recorded  several  times  in  the  La  Cumbre 
area;  they  are  recorded  most  regularly  in  fruit¬ 
ing  trees  on  the  Yuvila  side,  often  foraging 
amidst  large  flocks  of  American  Robins  and 
Gray  Silky-Flycatchers,  with  smaller  numbers 
of  White-throated  Robins  and  tanagers. 

Several  Northern  Parulas  were  observed 
Mar-May  in  the  mangrove  woods  as  far  e.  as 
Joaquin  Amaro  (JM).  A  male  Chestnut-sided 
Warbler  was  at  Cerro  Huitepec  1  May  (AM, 
JM).  Single  Yellow  and  Chestnut-sided  War¬ 
blers  were  seen  near  T.V.  12  May.  A  male 
Blackpoll  Warbler  was  in  among  a  flock  of 
warblers  on  an  oak  ridge  between  Limonar 
and  Paval  in  the  El  Triunfo  Biosphere  Reserve, 
Chis.  27  Mar  (BM).  A  Hermit  Warbler  near 
Yuvila  18  Apr  furnished  a  new  late  date  for  the 
species  in  cen.  Oax.  A  Blackburnian  Warbler 
was  apparently  stunned  by  flying  into  a  win¬ 
dow  at  3000  m  (high)  at  Cuajimolyas  29  Apr. 
An  American  Redstart  was  recorded  10  &  12 
Mar  at  S.A.  Two  Ovenbirds  were  recorded  7 
Mar  below  El  Estudiante  (the  village  below  La 
Cumbre).  Three  Northern  Waterthrushes 
were  seen  24  Mar  w.  of  Tlacolula.  A  Mourning 
Warbler  was  seen  16  May  at  S.FP  Both  a  fe- 


This  immature  Kelp  Gull  or  Kelp-like  hybrid 
was  found  at  Las  Coloradas,  Yucatan  on  2 
March  2005.  Photograph  by  Pamela  Hunt. 


male  MacGillivray’s  Warbler  at  Cerro  Huite¬ 
pec  near  San  Cristobal  de  Las  Casas,  Chis.  26 
May  and  a  female  Wilson’s  Warbler  near  San 
Cristobal  de  Las  Casas  27  May  (MDC)  were 
late.  Single  Canada  Warblers  were  seen  above 
T.V.  12  May  and  at  S.FP.  16  May. 

Three  Yellow-winged  Tanagers  were  at  El 
Triunfo  camp  27  Mar  (MP,  KLG  et  al.);  this 
species  is  apparently  a  recent  colonizer  there. 
A  Rusty-crowned  Ground-Sparrow  at  S.FP. 
21  May  furnished  just  the  2nd  record  for  the 
species  in  the  cen.  valleys  of  Oaxaca.  Multiple 
flocks  of  Stripe-headed  Sparrows  were  found 
from  Mar  Muerto  to  the  Suchiate  R.  in  Mar- 


Another  Chihuahua  first  discovered  on  a 
visit  to  Laguna  Fierro  28  May  2005  was 
this  Hudsonian  Godwit  in  nearly  full 
alternate  plumage.  Photograph  from 
videotape  by  William  Howe. 
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May,  suggesting  continuous  distribution 
along  the  Chis.  coast  (AM,  JM).  Two  Lark 
Sparrows  were  noted  13-14  Apr  in  the  open 
areas  s.  of  Joaquin  Amaro  (JM).  Five  Savan¬ 
nah  Sparrows  were  discovered  at  La  Gloria, 
Chis.  16  Mar,  and  3  were  near  San  Cayetano, 
Chis.  7  Apr  (AM,  JM),  all  rather  farther  s.  than 
usual.  A  Lincoln’s  Sparrow  on  Hwy.  190  near 
the  Ocosingo  Rd.  junction  15  May  was  a 
slightly  late  migrant  (AM,  JM).  A  singing 
Chipping  Sparrow  was  recorded  25  Apr  at 
Tierra  Colorada,  n.  of  Oaxaca  City:  this 
species  is  rarely  recorded  in  the  breeding  sea¬ 
son  in  this  area.  A  Black-chinned  Sparrow  was 
recorded  9  Mar  at  Monte  Alban,  where  rare. 
Five  Vesper  Sparrows,  a  good  number,  were 
seen  24  Mar  near  T.V. 

Four  Orange-breasted  Buntings  near 
Tehuitzingo,  Pue.  20  Mar  (MP,  BDSP)  were  at 
the  edge  of  their  range.  A  Melodious  Black¬ 
bird  calling  near  the  n.  entrance  to  Cerro 
Huitepec  29  May  was  above  normal  elevation; 
several  were  seen  between  Mar  Muerto  and 
the  Suchiate  R.  as  well  (AM,  JM).  Small  num¬ 
bers  of  Yellow-billed  Caciques  were  in  the 
mangroves  near  Brisas  del  Mar,  Chis.  9-10 
Mar,  slightly  out  of  normal  range  (AM,  JM).  A 
Bronzed  Cowbird  at  La  Cumbre  20  Apr  was 
unusually  high  at  2800  m.  A  pair  of  Elegant 
Euphonias  was  noted  nesting  along  the  arroyo 
at  S.EP.  21  May.  A  Lesser  Goldfinch  was  at 
Camelia  Roja  8  Mar.  A  pair  of  Hooded  Gros¬ 
beaks  was  seen  irregularly  on  the  w.  side  of 
San  Cristobal  de  Las  Casas  Mar-Apr  and  29 
May  (AM,  JM). 

Contributors  (area  compilers  in  boldface): 
Ramiro  Aragon,  Roque  Antonio  (RAn),  Efrain 
Castillejos  (EC),  John  M.  Forcey,  Kimball  L. 
Garrett  et  al.  (David  E.  Quady,  Ron  Hoff, 
Dollyann  Myers),  Manuel  Grosselet,  Bernard 
Master,  Amy  McAndrews  (AM),  Jorge  Mon- 
tejo  (JM),  Michael  A.  Patten,  Georgita  Ruiz 
Michel,  Brenda  D.  Smith-Patten,  Edgar  del 
Valle,  Kerry  Wilcox,  Habacuc  Ychante  Huerta. 
Uncredited  observations  are  by  John  M. 
Forcey,  Ramiro  Aragon,  Roque  Antonio 
(RAn),  and  Kerry  Wilcox. 
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in  Mexico.  This  record  came  from  the  state  of 
Yucatan,  which  had  another  first  state  record, 
of  White-winged  Tanager,  and  three  second 
state  records,  Piratic  Flycatcher,  Streaked  Fly¬ 
catcher,  and  Collared  Trogon. 

Abbreviations:  J.B.  (Jardin  botanico  near  Puer¬ 
to  Morelos,  Q.  Roo);  PM.  (Puerto  Morelos);  P.P 
(Pok-ta-Pok  G.C.,  Cancun,  Q.  Roo);  R.L.  (Rio 
Lagartos);  R.L.B.R.  (Ria  Lagartos  Biosphere  Re¬ 
serve,  Yuc.);  R.S.M.  (Rancho  Santa  Maria,  Q. 
Roo);  R.C.  (Ruta  de  los  Cenotes,  Puerto  More¬ 
los,  Q.  Roo);  S.F  (San  Felipe,  Yuc.). 

HERONS  THROUGH  TERNS 

An  Agami  Heron,  very  rare  in  Mexico,  was 
photographed  while  feeding  in  a  small  pond 
at  km  16  between  Majahual  and  Tamplalam, 

Q.  Roo  10-11  May  (ph.  LT).  Four  Black- 
crowned  Night-Herons  in  a  large  Merida  gar¬ 
den  3  Mar  (JA)  were  most  likely  transients.  A 
White-faced  Ibis  was  noted  near  R.L.  31  Mar 
(DB);  this  species  was  recorded  for  the  first 
time  in  the  subregion  only  in  Aug  2004.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  12  were  observed  in  a  pond  at  P.M.  7 
Apr  (DB)!  Some  12,000  breeding  pairs  of 
Greater  Flamingo  were  at  their  newly  restored 
nesting  island  at  Punta  Mecoh  (BM,  MT);  the 
total  population  on  the  peninsula  is  estimated 
at  44,000  birds  (MT).  A  Jabiru  was  at  Laguna 
San  Felipe,  s.  Q.  Roo  8  Mar  (BS);  another  was 
in  savanna  at  Chunyaxche  25  Apr  (IC),  and  5 
and  9  were  seen  21  &  28  May,  respectively, 
along  Hwy.  186  near  the  rice  fields  at  the 
turnoff  for  Palizada  (DB).  A  first-year  King 
Vulture  was  seen  flying  over  the  Vigia  Chico 
road  22  Mar  (DB). 

An  American  Wigeon  was  at  Celestun,  Yuc. 
30  Mar  (DB),  and  25  Blue-winged  Teal  were  in 
a  pond  at  km  4  on  the  road  to  Las  Coloradas, 

R. L.B.R.  15  Apr  (KK,  MSM).  Singing  Quail  was 
recorded  for  the  first  time  in  R.L.B.R.  11  May, 
with  several  heard  and  one  seen  in  secondary 
forest  behind  El  Cuyo  (DB,  BM).  A  flock  of  12 
Black-throated  Bobwhites  9  Mar  was  at  Ox- 
tankah  ruins  n.  of  Chetumal  (CL,  RC). 

A  male  Hook-billed  Kite  was  near  Xcaret  12 
Apr  (KK,  MSM),  while  a  migrating  Swallow¬ 
tailed  Kite  was  at  Rio  Lagartos  31  Mar  (DB).  A 
Crane  Hawk  was  in  the  forest-savanna  area 


Yet  another  species — Great  Black-backed  behind  El  Cuyo  12  May  (DB).  On  25  May,  one 

Gull — was  recorded  for  just  the  second  time  ad.  Gray  Hawk  was  at  nest  in  a  Brosimum  ali- 


castrum  at  Hacienda  Tzalamcab,  Izamal,  and 
an  ad.  Roadside  Hawk  was  at  nest  in  a  kapok 
tree  at  Hacienda  Tikuch  (BM).  An  ad.  Zone¬ 
tailed  Hawk  was  over  mangroves  in  the  Ria 
Lagartos  estuary  15  Apr  (KK,  MSM).  A  juv. 
Collared  Forest-Falcon  was  seen  perched  in 
forest  behind  El  Cuyo  12  May  (BM,  MT),  and 
at  Hacienda  Tikuch,  a  pair  with  one 
nestling — the  nest  was  built  on  the  floor  of  an 
abandoned  building — was  reported  25  May 
by  the  caretaker  (BM). 

Two  Clapper  Rails  were  seen  feeding  along 
the  edge  of  the  mangrove  near  the  eco- 
tourism  pier  2  at  Chelem  4  Apr  (BM).  A 
Black-bellied  Plover  in  breeding  plumage  was 
at  Chelem  24  Apr  (BM),  while  2  were  in  salt 
flats  5  km  w.  of  El  Cuyo  12  May  (DB,  BM).  An 
American  Golden-Plover,  a  rare  spring  mi¬ 
grant  on  the  peninsula,  was  at  Celestun  26 
Apr  (DB,  FC,  VM).  A  Snowy  Plover  was  on 
flats  behind  Chuburna  29  May,  along  with  2 
ad.  Wilson’s  Plovers  and  their  week-old  chick 
(BM,  RM).  A  total  of  33  Semipalmated  Plovers 
was  counted  at  Chelem  1  Mar  (RL,  BM). 
Three  Lesser  Yellowlegs  were  on  a  pond  in¬ 
land  from  El  Cuyo  12  May  (DB,  BM),  and  2 
were  on  flats  behind  Chelem  29  May  (BM, 
RM).  A  migrating  flock  of  ca.  40  White- 
rumped  Sandpipers  fed  in  a  near-dry  roadside 
pond  behind  El  Cuyo  5  May  (DB,  BM).  A  Pec¬ 
toral  Sandpiper  was  at  R.L.  31  Mar  (DB),  and 
another  was  seen  at  Celestun  26  Apr  (DB,  FC, 
VM).  A  Stilt  Sandpiper  was  feeding  on  shal¬ 
low  flats  behind  Chelem  1  Mar  (RL,  BM),  and 
3  were  seen  at  Celestun  26  Apr  (DB,  FC,  VM). 
A  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  at  Celestun  30 
Mar  (ph.  DB)  was  a  first  for  the  reserve  and 
only  the  3rd  reported  for  the  peninsula;  2 
were  in  Celestun  26  Apr  (DB,  FC,  VC). 

An  ad.  Ring-billed  Gull  was  on  sandbar  be¬ 
hind  Chelem  29  May  (BM,  RM),  and  a  Her¬ 
ring  Gull  was  there  14  Mar  (BM).  Four  re¬ 
ports  of  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  included 
one  at  Las  Coloradas  1  Mar  (CD,  BW),  4  at 
Chelem  14  Mar  (BM),  2  at  R.L.  31  Mar  (DB), 
and  2  in  the  R.L.  estuary  15  Apr  (KK,  MSM). 
A  first-winter  Great  Black-backed  Gull  on  the 
pier  at  Las  Coloradas  in  the  R.L.B.R.  1  Mar 
represented  a  first  record  for  the  state  and  the 
peninsula  and  only  the  2nd  documented 
record  for  Mexico  (CD,  ph.  BW).  An  imm. 
Kelp  Gull  (or  Kelp-like  hybrid  gull)  was  pho¬ 
tographed  near  Ria  Lagartos  2  Mar  (PH);  only 
ad.  Kelp  Gulls  have  been  documented  in  the 
area  before.  Ten  Gull-billed  Terns  were  report¬ 
ed  at  R.L.  31  Mar  (DB),  and  a  high  total  of  40- 
50  was  tallied  during  a  short  boat  ride  in  the 
R.L.  estuary  15  Apr  (KK,  MSM).  Late  were 
single  Caspian  Terns  near  El  Cuyo  12  May 
(DB,  BM)  and  at  Chuburna  29  May  (BM,  RM). 

CUCKOOS  THROUGH  PIPITS 

A  Mangrove  Cuckoo  was  reported  in  coastal 
dune  habitat  5  km  w.  of  El  Cuyo  12  May  (DB, 
MT);  2  were  inland  at  Hacienda  Tikuch  and 
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Hacienda  Tzalamcab  25  May  (BM).  Up  to  5 
Pheasant  Cuckoos  were  heard  in  May  at 
R.S.M.;  in  2004,  they  were  heard  in  the  area 
much  earlier  in  the  spring  (PW).  A  Smooth¬ 
billed  Ani  was  carefully  identified  at  the  edge 
of  a  freshwater  pond  30  km  s.  of  S.E  on  the 
Panaba  road  (KK,  MSM);  one  wonders  whether 
it  came  across  the  Yucatan  canal  from  Cuba, 
rather  than  coming  from  the  Cozumel  popula¬ 
tion.  A  Yucatan  Nightjar  was  found  with  Less¬ 
er  Nighthawks  near  km  30  s.  of  S.E  on  the 
evening  of  14  Apr  (KK,  MSM);  fewer  than  usu¬ 
al  were  heard  this  spring  at  R.S.M.  (PW). 

A  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  was  still  at 
Hacienda  San  Juan  Lizarraga  near  Telchac 
Pueblo,  Yuc.  15  May  (KW).  Another  new 
record  for  the  R.L.B.R.  was  a  pair  of  Collared 
Trogons  seen  on  the  road  to  Tekal  behind  El 
Cuyo  7  May  (MM,  WR).  This  species  is  found 
in  the  humid  forests  of  n.  Q.  Roo,  not  far  from 
El  Cuyo — and  the  only  previous  records  for 
Yuc.  are  from  Tizimin  in  1879.  A  Collared 
Aragari  was  in  forest  behind  El  Cuyo  1 1  May 
(DB).  A  Streaked  Flycatcher  at  Hacienda 
Chichen  2  May  (ph.  AH,  BM)  represented  a 
2nd  photographic  record  for  Yuc.;  the  first, 
which  came  to  light  only  recently,  was  a  pair 
photographed  at  Sayil  ruins  20  Jun  1988  (R. 
L.  Ake,  J.  R.  Ake,  ph.  E.  S.  Brinkley).  Another 
summer  visitor  from  South  America,  Piratic 
Flycatcher,  was  seen  along  the  road  to  Tekal 
behind  El  Cuyo  12  May  (BM,  VM),  and  5 
were  seen  or  heard  13  May  along  same  road 
(DB,  BM);  there  was  just  one  previous  con¬ 
firmed  state  record. 

Two  Eastern  Kingbirds  were  at  Chelem  24 
Apr  (BM);  2  were  in  Celestun  park  30  Apr 
(DB);  up  to  9  at  Hacienda  Chichen  2-3  May 
were  eating  fruits  of  Ehretia  tinifolia  and  Indi¬ 
an  laurel  trees  (BM).  A  Gray  Kingbird,  a  rare 
coastal  migrant,  was  on  the  P.P.  16-17  Apr 
(KK).  A  Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  was  at  Ce¬ 
lestun  30  Mar  (DB),  and  2  were  in  Celestun 
Park  30  Apr  (DB).  A  pair  of  Fork-tailed  Fly¬ 
catchers  spent  Apr  in  a  Celestun  garden  (DB). 
A  Philadelphia  Vireo  was  on  the  P.P.  12  Apr 
(KK),  and  at  least  3  Red-eyed  Vireos  each 
were  at  S.G.,  Cozumel  11  Apr  (KK,  MSM)  and 
in  Celestun  park  30  Apr  (DB).  A  Black- 
whiskered  Vireo  was  seen  18  &  21  Apr  on 
PP,  which  coincides  with  a  sighting  18  Apr 
2002  (KK). 

Five  Purple  Martins  were  in  an  area  of  sa¬ 
vanna  inland  from  El  Cuyo  12  May  (DB).  Mi¬ 
grant  Barn  Swallows  numbered  13  at  Chelem 
24  Apr  (BM);  4  were  over  forest  and  3  over 
dunes  at  El  Cuyo  12  May  (BM).  For  the  2nd 
consecutive  year,  White-lored  Gnatcatchers 
were  found  inland  at  Hacienda  Tzlamcab  and 
adjoining  Hacienda  Tikuch  25  May  (BM). 
Several  Veeries  were  netted  at  R.S.M.  in  late 
spring,  along  with  Gray-cheeked  Thrushes; 
some  apparently  use  this  coastal  route  before 
crossing  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  (PW).  Other 
Gray-cheekeds  were  seen  at  km  10  on  Vigia 


Chico  road  13  Apr  (KK,  MSM)  and  in  Ce¬ 
lestun  park  30  Apr  (DB).  A  Swainson’s  Thrush 
was  at  Hacienda  Chichen  2  May  (AH).  Two 
Black  Catbirds  were  feeding  on  fruits  of  alamo 
behind  El  Cuyo  11  May  (DB,  BM);  another 
was  at  Hacienda  Tikuch  25  May  (BM).  An 
American  Pipit,  a  scarce  migrant  on  the 
peninsula,  was  at  R.L.  31  Mar  (DB). 

WAXWINGS  THROUGH  ORIOLES 

Two  Yellow  Warblers  were  still  passing 
through  Hacienda  Chichen  4  May  (IB,  BG, 
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Close  on  the  heels  of  the  first  record  for  Mexico, 
this  first-winter  Great  Black-backed  Gull  showed 
up  1  March  2005  on  the  pier  at  Las  Coloradas, 
Yucatan.  Digiscoped photograph  by  Brenda  Wright. 

BM).  A  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  was  near 
San  Gervasio,  Cozumel  11  Apr;  another  was 
seen  along  the  Vigia  Chico  road  12  Apr  (KK, 
MSM).  Yellow-rumped  Warblers  made  a 
strong  appearance  in  Chelem  12  Mar,  when 
50  were  encountered  during  a  two-hour  walk 
(BM).  Prairie  Warbler  was  observed  on  17, 18, 
&  21  Apr  on  the  PE  (KK).  A  molting  male 
Bay-breasted  Warbler  was  at  km  10  on  Vigia 
Chico  road  12  Apr  (KK,  MSM);  another  was 
seen  30  Apr  in  Celestun  park  (DB).  A  Black- 
poll  Warbler  was  on  P.P.  16  Apr  (KK).  Ameri¬ 
can  Redstarts  appeared  to  be  moving  north¬ 
ward  on  the  e.  coast  in  mid- Apr:  15  on  10  Apr 
spanning  the  PR,  J.B.,  and  entrance  to  R.C. 
near  PM.;  30  on  Cozumel  the  next  day;  and 
20  along  Vigia  Chico  road  13  Apr  (KK,  MSM); 
a  male  was  still  at  Chelem  22  Apr  (AC).  A 


male  Prothonotary  Warbler  was  in  Celestun 
park  30  Apr  (DB);  another  was  on  the  n.  coast 
of  Cozumel  22  May,  rather  late  (ph.  RC). 
Ovenbirds  were  at  J.B.  and  R.C.  10  &  14  Apr 
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(6  birds),  on  Cozumel  1 1  Apr  (10),  and  along 
the  Vigia  Chico  road  (2;  KK,  MSM).  A  Ken¬ 
tucky  Warbler  was  at  RP.  10  Apr  (KK).  A  male 
Hooded  Warbler  that  showed  up  in  nets  at 
R.S.M.  in  late  Mar  did  not  fatten  up  while 
there;  it  may  have  utilized  a  staging  area  far¬ 
ther  w.  for  crossing  the  Gulf  (PW). 

Late  Summer  Tanagers  include  one  heard  in 
a  Merida  garden  27  Apr  (BM)  and  a  male  seen 
at  Mayaland  Hotel,  Chichen  Itza  2  May  (AH, 
BM).  A  male  Scarlet  Tanager  was  at  Rancho  San 
Miguel  15  Apr  (BM),  and  2  were  in  the  park  at 
Celestun  30  Apr  (DB).  Four  male  White¬ 
winged  Tanagers  were  reported  from  Hacienda 
Chichen.  A  Blue-gray  Tanager  showed  up  at 
Rancho  San  Salvador  in  R.L.B.R.  4  May  (IN), 
while  a  male  Red-legged  Honeycreeper  was  in 
forest  behind  El  Cuyo  12  May  (DB).  Four  Bot- 
teris  Sparrows  were  seen  in  different  locations 
behind  El  Cuyo  13  May  (IN),  and  a  Lark  Spar¬ 
row  showed  up  at  Celestun  30  Mar  (DB).  Two 
Savannah  Sparrows  were  at  Celestun  29  Apr 
(DB).  A  Blue  Grosbeak  was  at  Hacienda 
Chichen  3  May  (IB).  Seven  Dickcissels  were  at 
the  Celestun  baseball  field  1  May  (DB). 

Five  male  Bobolinks  stuck  around  R.S.M. 
during  the  last  two  weeks  of  Apr  and  first  week 
of  May  (PW);  elsewhere,  one  was  at  Chunyax- 
che,  Sian  Ka’an  Biosphere  Reserve,  Yuc.  25  Apr 
(IC),  and  a  male  was  near  Dzibanche,  s.  Q.  Roo 
10  May  (LT).  A  male  Orchard  Oriole  was  still 
at  Chelem  24  Apr  (BM),  and  a  pair  of  Yellow- 
backed  Orioles  was  a  surprise  in  dune  vegeta¬ 
tion  10  km  w.  of  El  Cuyo  12  May  (DB,  BM).  A 
young  male  Baltimore  Oriole  was  in  Chelem 
village  14  Mar  (BM),  and  an  ad.  male  was  still 
at  Hacienda  Chichen  2  May  (BM). 

Contributors  (area  compiler  in  boldface): 
Joann  Andrews,  David  Bacab,  Isabel  Bar- 
bachano,  Ismael  Caamal,  Antonio  Canul, 
Rafael  Chacon,  Ron  Conkey,  Francisco  Cutz, 
Coen  Dexter,  Luis  Garma,  Bruce  Gordon,  An¬ 
tonio  Hidalgo,  Pamela  Hunt,  Ken  Kurland, 
Ramiro  Lara,  Hugo  Lizama,  Barbara  MacKin¬ 
non,  Mario  Marin,  Victor  Marin,  Rodrigo 


Migoya,  Ismael  Navarro,  Julian  Pech,  Walde- 
mar  Rivero,  Mike  San  Miguel,  Bev  Scott,  Luis 
Tellez,  Brenda  Wright,  Katherine  Wingate, 
Paul  Wood.  C 


r  a  After  a  massive  invasion  of  Cedar  Waxwings  over  the  winter,  their  northbound  migration  was  carefully  monitored  this 
3  #1  spring.  For  this  subregion,  counts  were  remarkably  high  well  into  May,  as  was  also  the  case  elsewhere  in  Mexico.  Thir¬ 
ty  were  in  the  Celestun  park  30  Apr  (DB);  60-70  were  behind  the  Mayaland  Hotel,  Chichen  Itza  3  May  (IB,  BG,  AH,  BM);  one 
was  in  forest  behind  El  Cuyo  12  May  (BM);  20  were  on  Cozumel  11  May  (RC);  20  were  on  the  plaza  at  Celestun  15  May  (DB); 
100  were  at  Tetiz  park  17  May  (DB);  50  were  in  the  village  of  Samahil,  Yuc.  17  May  (HL);  ca.  15  were  still  on  Cozumel  17  May 
(RC);  and  a  remarkable  200  were  in  a  Merida  parking  lot  18  May  (DB).  Of  the  30  seen  in  Cozumel  in  the  afternoon  of  23  May, 
all  but  one  had  departed  by  the  next  morning  (RC). 

In  addition  to  tracking  the  waxwings' whereabouts  and  numbers,  some  observers  took  notes  on  their  foraging  prefer¬ 
ences.  In  many  areas,  the  birds  were  observed  feeding  on  the  ripe  fruit  of  the  "roble"  tree,  Ehretia  tinifolia.  At  Chunyaxche  16- 
1 7  May,  20  were  seen  taking  fruit  of  the  Manilkarazapota  tree  before  taking  off  in  a  northwesterly  direction  (IC).  On  Cozumel, 
Conkey  photographed  a  waxwing  feeding  on  the  seeds  of  the  poisonwood,  Metopium  brownie. 
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Other  than  El  Salvador’s  first  Pacific- 
origin  hurricane  in  recorded  histo¬ 
ry,  which  struck  in  May,  the  weath¬ 
er  this  spring  was  relatively  uneventful.  The 
waxwing  invasion  from  last  winter  was  still 
evident  through  April  and  well  into  May, 
with  single  flocks  of  up  to  400  in  El  Salvador 
recorded  in  April.  The  unbroken  string  of 
country  firsts  since  this  column’s  inception 
in  fall  2000  continues  with  a  spectacular 
White-throated  Sparrow  on  Half  Moon  Caye 
off  the  coast  of  Belize  in  May.  Perhaps  as  im¬ 
pressive  as  the  bird  itself  was  the  cosmopol¬ 
itan  nature  of  the  birders  who  found  it.  It 
was  discovered  during  a  BirdLife  Americas 
Regional  Partnership  Meeting  field  trip  out 
of  Belize  City  attended  by  about  20  delegates 
who  are  active  from  Central  and  South 
America  to  Europe  and  Africa.  Other  sea¬ 
sonal  highlights  included  Costa  Rica’s  sec¬ 
ond  Rusty-margined  Flycatcher  and  third 
Striated  Heron,  El  Salvador’s  third  Baird’s 
Sandpiper,  and  Honduras’s  third  American 
Bittern. 

It  is  pleasing  to  see  more  and  more  reports 
of  both  typical  and  atypical  arrival  and  de¬ 


parture  dates,  as  well  as  reports  of  unexpect¬ 
edly  high  concentrations  of  migrants.  These 
“extremes”  help  frame  the  expected  periods 
of  occurrence  and  expected  numbers  of 
birds  passing  through  a  given  region  during 
migration.  Eventually,  with  enough  histori¬ 
cal  occurrence  and  abundance  data  accumu¬ 
lated  (providing  so-called  distributional  bell 
curves),  we  can  then  begin  to  detect  season¬ 
al  patterns  that  fall  outside  normal  parame¬ 
ters,  e.g.,  a  spring  migration  that  on  the 
whole  is  earlier  or  later  than  normal,  certain 
species  that  are  earlier  or  later  than  nor¬ 
mal,  species  that  may  be  passing  through 
in  higher  or  lower  concentrations  than 
normal,  and  differences  in  timing  of  mi¬ 
gration  between  Pacific  and  Caribbean 
slopes.  Ultimately,  these  aberrations 
from  “normal”  patterns  might  then  be 
correlated  with  weather  events  and  oth¬ 
er  causal  factors.  While  all  this  may  be 
routine  now  in  North  America,  we  are 
still  very  much  in  the  baseline  data  gath¬ 
ering  stage  in  Central  America.  But  at 
least  we  have  made  a  start! 

ANHINGA  THROUGH  DUCKS 

In  Panama,  8  female  Anhingas  at  a  small 
lake  near  Pocri  24  Apr  (GA,  JK)  were  the 
first  ever  recorded  in  Los  Santos.  In  El 
Salvador,  4  Pinnated  Bitterns  at  Laguna  de 
Olomega,  San  Miguel  II  Mar  (RIP,  JH,  IV) 
was  a  high  count  for  that  location.  With  only 
two  published  records  for  Honduras,  an 
American  Bittern  flushed  from  a  grassy 
marsh  at  L.  Yojoa,  Cortes  between  Isla  del 
Venado  and  Hotel  Agua  Azul  27  Mar  (DA) 
was  unexpected.  The  two  previous  records 
were  from  the  Swan  Is.  in  1909  and  Teguci¬ 
galpa  in  1936.  The  species  may  well  be  a  reg¬ 
ular  but  overlooked  winter  visitor.  A  male 


Least  Bittern  at  Laguna  de  Olomega  26  May 
(RIP,  IV)  was  noteworthy,  as  this  species  is 
rarely  reported  in  El  Salvador.  A  female  was 
seen  there  in  2004.  Unexpected  was  a  juv. 
Reddish  Egret  at  Playa  Blanca,  Panama 
16-17  Mar  (BM,  ph.  RS)  that  appeared  to  be 
a  rare  intermediate  morph.  A  bird  believed 
to  be  a  subad.  Striated  Heron  was  closely 
observed  near  Cano  Negro,  10  km  s.  of  Los 
Chiles,  Alajuela  6  Mar  (ph.  BT,  BL).  Com¬ 
ments  by  FH  on  the  photograph  and  de¬ 
scription  indicate  that  the  bird  was  a  subad. 
molting  into  definitive  basic  plumage,  as  ev¬ 
idenced  by  some  grayish  neck  feathers.  This 
represents  the  3rd  substantiated  record  for 
Costa  Rica,  only  the  2nd  in  recent  years,  and 
the  first  on  the  Caribbean  side.  Three  White 
Ibis  at  Laguna  de  Olomega  11  Mar  (RIP,  JH, 
IV)  and  17  at  the  same  location  29  Apr  (RIP, 
IV)  were  unusual  inland  sightings  for  El  Sal¬ 
vador.  About  380  Glossy  Ibis  in  a  field  one 
km  e.  of  Santa  Maria,  Herrera  22  &  24  Apr 
(GA,  JK)  were  by  far  the  largest  number  ever 
seen  together  in  Panama.  Like  elsewhere  in 
Central  America,  the  species  has  been  in¬ 
creasing  in  number  and  spreading  in  recent 
years. 

Fifteen  Muscovy  Ducks,  including  males 
and  females,  were  at  Barra  de  Santiago, 
Ahuachapdn  22  Apr  (RIP,  MS,  IV);  this 
species  is  rarely  reported  from  w.  El  Sal¬ 
vador.  Received  too  late  to  include  in  the 
previous  report  was  documentation  of  a  fe- 
male-plumaged  Red-breasted  Merganser  in 
Placencia  Lagoon,  Stann  Creek  25-27  Dec 
(ph.  D&JW).  This  bird  represents  only  the 
4th,  and  southernmost,  record  for  Belize.  A 


After  much  deliberation,  it  was  determined  that  this  bird — 
photographed  near  Cano  Negro,  Costa  Rica  on  6  March  2005 — 
was  a  subadult  Striated  Heron.  There  were  only  two 
previous  records  for  the  country.  Photograph  by  Bill  Tweit. 


group  of  5  Masked  Ducks,  apparently  from 
the  same  group  of  10  present  in  Feb,  were  at 
Laguna  de  Olomega  11  Mar  (RIP,  JH,  IV). 

HAWKS 

A  juv.  light  morph  Gray-headed  Kite  showed 
up  on  Caye  Caulker  17  Feb  and  was  still 
present  29  May  (ph.  J&DB).  Its  appearance 
establishes  the  first  record  of  this  uncom¬ 
mon  hawk  from  the  Belize  cayes.  Farther  s., 
a  Hook-billed  Kite  was  seen  on  Pipeline 
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Reef  18  May  (fide  OK)  was  ex¬ 
ceptionally  late  for  anywhere 
in  Central  America. 


This  photograph  of  a  Red-breasted  Merganser  at  Placencia 
Lagoon  25  (here)  through  27  December  2004  confirmed  Belize's 
fourth  record  of  the  species.  Photograph  by  Dan  Willms. 


Road  500  m  beyond  Rio  Limbo  in  Soberania 
N.P.  2  Mar  (DM).  Incredibly,  2  Solitary  Ea¬ 
gles  were  observed  copulating  1  Mar  at  King 
Vulture  Falls,  Hidden  Valley,  Cayo  (ph.  tBF, 
JSm) — just  four  months  after  the  species 
was  first  photographically  documented  in 
Belize  in  the  same  general  area.  In  Costa 
Rica,  a  Merlin,  thought  to  be  a  wintering 
bird,  was  seen  11  Mar  (JZ )  hunting  Barn 
Swallows  near  the  Coopeagri  Sugar  Cane 
Mill  oxidation  ponds  8  km  se.  of  San  Isidro 
de  El  General.  In  Guatemala,  an  unusually 
large  concentration  of  150  Mississippi  Kites 
was  observed  flying  northward  over  Rocja 
Pomtila,  Alta  Verapaz  23  Apr  (JC,  EC).  In 
Panama,  a  pair  of  Pearl  Kites  was  found  nest¬ 
ing  at  Playa  Blanca  in  mid-Mar,  and  a  Barred 
Hawk  was  at  El  Valle  14  Mar  (both  BM). 

On  6  Mar,  a  Harris’  Hawk  was  seen  s.  of 
Los  Chiles  in  Costa  Rica  along  the  road  to 
Cano  Negro  (BT,  BL).  A  major  migratory 
push  of  Broad-winged  Hawks  was  observed 
over  Cerro  de  la  Muerte  in  Costa  Rica  13-14 
Mar  (BT,  BL),  with  more  than  2000  seen 
during  casual  observations.  Systematic  sur¬ 
veys  would  have  produced  far  higher  counts. 
An  imm.  White-tailed  Hawk,  a  species  rarely 
reported  in  El  Salvador,  was  near  Comalapa 
Airport,  La  Paz  28  May  (ph.  TJ). 

Zone-tailed  Hawk  was  observed  in  the 
town  of  Buenos  Aires,  Cortes  27  Mar  (DA); 
the  species  is  reported  on  average  only  once 
every  two  years  on  the  Caribbean  slope  of 
Honduras,  and  breeding  has  not  been  con¬ 
firmed  there.  Also  in  Honduras,  an  ad. 
Black-and-white  Hawk-Eagle  was  seen 
perched  at  the  edge  of  the  clearing  at  200  m 
elevation  at  CURLA  Campamento  in  Pico 
Bonito  N.P,  Atlantida  23  Mar  (DA).  Like  the 
preceding,  this  species  is  rarely  reported  in 
Honduras.  Most  reports  have  been  either 
from  this  area  or  La  Moskitia.  At  Metalio 
near  Acajutla,  Sonsonate ,  2  Merlins  reported 
on  30  Apr  (RIP,  MR)  established  the  latest 
spring  record  for  El  Salvador;  however,  one 
in  Belize  at  Half  Moon  Caye  on  Lighthouse 


GUANS  THROUGH  DOVES 

A  Crested  Guan  seen  1  Apr  in 
the  Cordillera  de  Merendon 
just  outside  the  town  of  Las 
Penitas,  Cortes  (DA)  was  per¬ 
sisting  in  an  area  that  is  heavi¬ 
ly  hunted  within  just  a  few  km 
of  San  Pedro  Sula,  Honduras’s 
2nd  largest  city.  In  fact,  this 
highly  prized  game  bird  was 
within  sight  of  a  nearby  Pizza 
Hut.  By  way  of  contrast,  on  a 
large  private  reserve  in  nw.  Be¬ 
lize  near  Gallon  Jug,  Orange 
Walk,  an  assemblage  of  13  male 
Great  Curassows,  another  popular  game 
bird,  was  observed  31  May  (B&CM),  pro¬ 
viding  clear  evidence  of  what  one  can  expect 
in  an  area  where  hunting  is  strictly  prohibit¬ 
ed.  Ten  calling  Ruddy  Crakes  at  Laguna  de 
Olomega  26  May  (RIP,  IV)  was  apparently  a 
high  one-day  count  for  any  locality  in  El  Sal¬ 
vador.  Also  representing  a  high  one-day 
count  for  El  Salvador  were  12  calling  Ru¬ 


This  juvenile  Reddish  Egret,  which  appears  to  be  of  the  rare  interme¬ 
diate  morph  (or  perhaps  a  leucistic  dark  morph),  was  discovered  at 
Playa  Blanca  in  Panama  16  (here)  through  17  March  2005  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Maritimes  Nature  Travel  Club.  Photograph  by  Richard  Stem. 


fous-necked  Wood-Rails  in  El  Imposible 
N.P ,  Ahuachapan,  the  evening  of  7  May  (OK, 
MAL). 

Noteworthy  in  Belize  was  an  Upland 
Sandpiper  at  La  Milpa,  Orange  Walk  14  Apr 
(ph.  RP).  Representing  only  the  3rd  record 
for  El  Salvador,  and  the  first  in  spring,  was  a 
Baird’s  Sandpiper  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Ji- 


boa,  La  Paz  3  Apr  (ph.,  tTJ).  Franklin’s 
Gulls  were  unusually  abundant  along  the 
Pacific  coast  of  n.  Central  America  this 
spring.  Sizeable  groups  of  breeding- 
plumaged  birds  continued  to  migrate  up  the 
coast  of  El  Salvador  through  late  May,  in¬ 
cluding  50  seen  passing  by  the  mouth  of  the 
Rio  Jiboa  28  May  (TJ).  And  in  Guatemala,  at 
least  5000  were  observed  flying  along  the 
coast  near  Tecojate  25  Apr  (ph.  AB).  A  Gray 
Gull  at  Costa  del  Este,  just  e.  of  Panama  City, 
13  Mar  (GA,  RM)  provided  one  of  the  few 
Panama  records.  Also  noteworthy  were  4 
Black  Skimmers,  2  in  ad.  plumage,  at  Costa 
del  Este  11  Mar  (BM). 

White-crowned  Pigeon  is  still  relatively 
common  on  the  Belize  cayes;  however,  it  is 
rarely  reported  from  the  mainland;  one  seen 
with  a  small  group  of  Scaled  Pigeons  at  the 
Cockscomb  Basin  Wildlife  Sanctuary  visitor 
center,  Stann  Creek  4  Mar  (BB,  CL)  was  at  a 
locality  where  previously  unrecorded.  The 
reverse  is  true  of  Red-billed  Pigeon.  While 
common  on  the  mainland  of  n.  Belize,  one  at 
Caye  Caulker  around  the  first  of  Mar 
(J&DB)  established  only  the  2nd  record  for 
Caye  Caulker  and  the  cayes.  Seen  for  only 
the  3rd  time  on  Caye  Caulker  was  a 
Caribbean  Dove  7  Mar  +  (ph.  J&DB), 
likely  the  same  individual,  then  in  juv. 
plumage,  photographed  in  the  same 
spot  back  in  Nov.  A  female  and  male 
Ruddy  Quail-Dove  captured  in  mist 
nets  9  &  10  Apr,  respectively,  at  El  Im¬ 
posible  N.P.  (ph.  OK)  were  noteworthy 
for  this  rarely  documented  bird  in  El 
Salvador. 


PARROTS  THROUGH  ANTBIRDS 

The  Scarlet  Macaws  first  reported  at  the 
Bladen  River  Nature  Reserve,  Toledo  in 
early  Jan  remained  through  the  end  of 
Mar  (JM).  This  seasonal  pattern  of  oc¬ 
currence,  Jan  to  Mar,  is  typical  of  the 
only  other  place  e.  of  the  Maya  Mts. 
where  they  are  seen  regularly — Red 
Bank,  20  km  to  the  ne.  in  Stann  Creek. 
Apparently  they  cross  the  mountains  at 
this  time  of  year  to  take  advantage  of 
one  of  their  favorite  food  trees  when  it 
is  in  fruit.  Rarely  reported  in  Costa  Rica, 
single  Black-billed  Cuckoos  at  Rancho 
Naturalista,  15  km  se.  of  Turrialba,  on 
the  Caribbean  slope  18  Apr  (LG)  and  at 
Carara  on  the  Pacific  coast  21  Apr  (LG) 
were  noteworthy.  Yellow-billed  Cuck¬ 
oos  at  Rocja  Pomtila  2  Apr  (EC)  and  on 
Nicholas  Caye  in  the  Sapodilla  Cayes  8  Apr 
(PB)  were  early  spring  migrants.  A  Man¬ 
grove  Cuckoo  in  a  coffee  plantation  at  1100 
m  elevation  on  San  Vicente  Volcano,  San  Vi¬ 
cente  11  Apr  (LC)  established  the  first  de¬ 
partmental  record  but  was  not  unprecedent¬ 
ed  for  this  habitat  and  elevation  in  El 
Salvador.  Another  was  seen  the  same  day  at 
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This  hawk,  which  showed  up  on  Caye  Caulker  17  February 
2005  and  remained  through  the  end  of  the  period  (here  29 
May),  caused  some  confusion  until  identified  by  Bill  Clark 
as  a  juvenile  light-morph  Gray-headed  Kite,  a  first  for  the 
Belize  cayes.  Photograph  by  Jim  Beveridge. 

700  m  in  El  Imposible  N.R  (OK).  In  Costa 
Rica,  one  at  La  Selva  24  Apr  (JZ)  was  of  in¬ 
terest,  as  this  species  is  a  rare  migrant  in  the 
Caribbean  slope  lowlands. 

A  Spectacled  Owl  turned  up  at  750  m  ele¬ 
vation  at  the  headquarters  of  El  Imposible 
N.R  20  May  (JF)  just  hours  after  Hurricane 
Adrian  made  landfall  (as  a  Category  1  storm) 
in  El  Salvador,  pummeling  the  park  during 
the  night  with  tropical  storm-force  winds 
which  may  have  pushed  the  bird  upslope. 
The  species  is  found  nearby  but  below  300 
m  elevation.  Hurricane  Adrian  was  the  first 
Pacific  hurricane  to  reach  El  Salvador  in 
recorded  history  but  caused  no  structural 
damage  and  apparently  had  little  impact  on 
seabirds  or  other  birds.  A  Whip-poor-will  at 
the  Sundancer  Resort,  Roatan,  Bay  Islands 

21  Mar-1  Apr  (TJ)  may  have  been  the  first 
recorded  on  the  Bay  Is.  The  species  is  a  fair¬ 
ly  common  winter  visitor  on  mainland  Hon¬ 
duras.  A  Great  Potoo  was  heard  calling 
around  the  clearing  of  the  CURLA  Campa- 
mento  for  a  half  hour  at  20:00  on  23  Mar 
and  again  from  04:00-05:00  the  following 
morning  (DA).  There  are  still  too  few 
records  in  Honduras  for  its  distribution  and 
relative  abundance  to  be  assessed. 

Fifty  or  more  White-chinned  Swifts  seen 
and  heard  on  the  evenings  of  8  and  9  Mar  at 
Rara  Avis,  Costa  Rica  (BT,  BL)  appeared  to 
be  heading  for  an  evening  roost  nearby,  pos¬ 
sibly  at  the  waterfalls  near  the  lodge.  A  flock 
of  about  25  Chestnut-collared  Swifts  was 
seen  14  Mar  at  Cerro  Azul  e.  of  Panama  City 
(DM,  RM),  where  the  species  is  rarely  re¬ 
ported.  A  Belted  Kingfisher  at  Glover’s  Reef 

22  May  (PB)  was  a  late  migrant,  but  this 
species  has  been  recorded  in  all  12  months 
in  Belize.  On  Pipeline  Road  in  Soberania 
N.R,  a  female  Great  Jacamar  was  seen  2  Mar 
(DM).  This  species  is  not  often  reported 


from  this  area  of  Panama.  A  male  Stripe¬ 
cheeked  Woodpecker,  rare  in  Panama,  was 
seen  at  Cerro  Azul  14  Mar  (DM,  RM).  A  to¬ 
tal  of  4  Rufous-breasted  Spinetails  was  heard 
near  Barra  dc  Santiago,  on  the  coastal  plain 
of  Ahuachapdn  between  15  Apr  and  6  May 
(RIP),  confirming  the  persistence  in  that 
area  of  this  rarely  reported  bird  in  El  Sal¬ 
vador.  A  singing  Bare-crowned  Antbird  near 
Volcan  de  Buenos  Aires,  25  km  wnw.  of 
Buenos  Aires,  at  450  m  elevation,  3  Mar  (JZ) 
was  at  a  new  locality  on  the  Pacific  slope  of 
Costa  Rica  where  there  are  few  records. 


Shortly  after  this  picture  was  taken  1  March  2005,  this  Solitary  Eagle 
and  a  nearby  mate  were  observed  copulating  at  King  Vulture  Falls, 
Mountain  Pine  Ridge,  Belize.  This  remarkable  sight  followed  Belize's 
first  photographically  documented  record  of  the  species  from  the 
same  area  in  November  2004.  Photograph  byBertFrenz. 


FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

Another  very  rare  resident  on  Costa  Rica’s 
Pacific  slope  is  Sepia-capped  Flycatcher; 
thus  one  seen  and  heard  singing  2  Mar  at 
1100  m  at  the  Rio  Negro  de  Coto  Brtis  near 
the  Panama  border  (JZ,  JG,  AO,  TM)  was 
worth  noting.  A  pair  of  Paltry  Tyrannulets 
nest-building  at  El  Imposible  N.P.  21  May 
(JF,  TJ)  provided  the  first  evidence  of  nesting 
for  the  park.  The  Alder  Flycatcher  may  be  a 
common  spring  transient  in  El  Salvador 
(and  elsewhere  in  n.  Central  America),  but  it 
is  rarely  identified.  Two  captured  in  mist 
nets  in  Izalco,  Sonsonate  23-24  Apr  (OK, 
LCA)  and  3  captured  in  mist  nets  in  El  Im¬ 
posible  N.P  6-7  May  (OK)  were  identified 
based  on  measurements  in  the  hand.  Three 
others  observed  at  the  latter  site  5-8  May 
(OK)  were  identified  by  the  distinctive  call 
note.  A  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  21  May 


and  a  Least  Flycatcher  18  May  in  Rocja 
Pomtila  (both  EC)  were  late  migrants. 

A  Rusty-margined  Flycatcher  at  Tiskita 
Lodge  near  Pavones  at  the  base  of  Burica 
Pen.  2  Mar  (CS,  SW)  was  the  2nd  recorded 
in  Costa  Rica.  The  first  came  last  year  about 
40  km  to  the  northwest.  There  is  abundant 
suitable  habitat  in  the  area,  so  has  this 
species  been  overlooked  all  these  years,  or  is 
it  a  recent  colonist?  It  is  considered  a  va¬ 
grant  w.  of  the  Canal  Zone  in  Panama.  At  La 
Gamba,  where  the  first  Rusty-margined  Fly¬ 
catcher  was  recorded,  one  was  again  called 
in  with  a  tape  29  Mar  (MD;  Birdquest). 
In  Belize,  one  of  the  very  few  Gray 
Kingbirds  ever  recorded  inland  was  at 
Belmopan  5  Apr  (PB).  A  Fork-tailed 
Flycatcher  seen  on  the  road  to  Mon- 
teverde  at  400  m  elevation  1  Mar  (BH) 
was  noteworthy.  The  status  of  this 
species  in  nw.  Costa  Rica  and  the  cen. 
highlands  remains  an  enigma.  Most 
records  are  from  the  dry  season,  and  it 
may  be  only  a  migrant  or  seasonal  visi¬ 
tor  as  opposed  to  resident. 

Exceptionally  late  was  a  White-eyed 
Vireo  at  Rocja  Pomtila  5  May  (EC).  A 
Black-whiskered  Vireo,  only  the  4th 
recorded  in  Belize,  was  at  Northeast 
Caye,  Glover’s  Reef  22  May  (PB).  All 
have  been  seen  in  spring  on  the  cayes. 
Two  Bank  Swallows  on  7  May  and  one 
on  8  May  migrating  over  El  Imposible 
N.R  (OK)  were  first  reported  for  that 
park.  A  Swainson’s  Thrush  at  Laguna 
de  Olomega  29  Apr  (RIP,  IV)  was 
thought  to  be  unusual  for  this  lowland 
locality,  although  the  species  is  abun¬ 
dant  in  Apr  and  May  at  higher  eleva¬ 
tions  in  El  Salvador.  A  Wood  Thrush, 
rare  in  El  Salvador,  was  at  El  Imposible 
N.P.  10  Mar  (ph.  JRS).  On  the 
Caribbean  slope,  where  Wood  Thrush 
is  common,  one  at  Rocja  Pomtila  6 
May  (EC)  was  considered  a  late  mi¬ 
grant.  Also  late  were  Gray  Catbirds  in  San- 
imtaca,  Aka  Verapaz  6  May  (EPC,  VXP),  on 


White-tailed  Hawk,  seldom  reported  in  El  Salvador,  was 
photographed  near  Comalapa  Airport  in  La  Paz  28  May 
2005;  this  bird  is  a  juvenile.  Photograph  by  TomJenner. 
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de  El  General  (JZ)  was  noteworthy,  as  were 
2  ad.  male  Black-throated  Blue  Warblers 
seen  24  Mar  and  a  male  mist-netted  25  Mar 
at  Cano  Palma,  Tortuguero  (NS).  Finding  3 
Black-throated  Blues  in  one  locality  at  any 
time  in  Costa  Rica  is  most  unusual.  In  Hon¬ 
duras,  3  male  Golden-cheeked  Warblers  ob¬ 
served  in  hedgerows  at  1100  m  in  Buenos 
Aires  in  the  buffer  zone  of  Cusuco  N.P., 
Cortes  24  Mar  (DA)  were  likely  migrants,  as 
this  species  is  rarely  observed  in  winter  out¬ 
side  of  pine-oak  associations  and  away  from 
mixed  species  flocks.  A  male  Cape  May  War¬ 
bler,  a  rare  transient  in  Guatemala,  was  seen 
in  Los  Tarrales  Reserve  12  Apr  (CA,  DDJ).  A 
Blackburnian  Warbler  was  at  El  Imposible 
N.P.  8  May  (OK),  and  a  Blackpoll  Warbler 
was  at  Middle  Caye,  Glover’s  Reef  23  May 
(PB);  the  latter  is  turning  out  to  be  a  rare- 
but-regular  spring  migrant  on  the  Belize 
cayes.  A  Mourning  Warbler  captured  in  a 
mist  net  at  El  Imposible  N.P  6  May  (OK) 
provided  a  rare  spring  record  for  El  Salvador. 


exceptionally  late);  Tennessee,  8  May  in 
Bosque  Las  Lajas,  Izalco  (FF);  Yellow,  22 
May  at  Glover's  Reef  (PB);  Magnolia,  15  May 
in  Rocja  Pomtila  (EC)  and  22  May  at 
Glover’s  Reef  (PB);  Black-and-white,  8  May 
in  El  Imposible  N.P  (OK);  Ovenbird,  21  May 
at  Glover’s  Reef  (PB);  Kentucky,  26  Apr  in 
Rocja  Pomtila  (EC);  Common  Yellowthroat, 
23  May  at  Glover’s  Reef  (PB);  Wilson’s,  18 
May  at  Half  Moon  Caye  (GaL),  and  9  May  in 
both  Chelemha  (Guatemala)  (KE)  and  Rocja 
Pomtila  (EC);  Yellow-breasted  Chat,  22  Apr 
in  Rocja  Pomtila  (RC). 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  BLACKBIRDS 

A  Summer  Tanager  in  Rocja  Pomtila  10  May 
(EC)  was  late.  Two  Azure-rumped  Tanagers 
were  seen  30  Mar  in  Vesubio  (KE,  GL,  GD). 
These,  along  with  several  additional  obser¬ 
vations  in  the  area  (GL;  dates  unknown) 
since  it  was  first  recorded  there  in  May  2004, 
indicate  that  the  species  is  likely  resident.  A 
pair  of  Blue  Seedeaters  carefully  observed  in 


Eighteen  Cerulean  Warblers  were  observed  at  various  locations  24  Mar-16  Apr  during  surveys  for  this  species  in  Hon¬ 
duras  headed  by  MW,  DMe,  and  DA.  This  is  almost  double  the  number  of  all  previous  records  for  Honduras.  Most  were 
recorded  in  the  low-ranging  Cordillera  Nombre  de  Dios  and  the  Sierra  de  Omoa  facing  the  n.  coast  at  elevations  of  100-200 
m.  Interestingly,  no  birds  were  found  in  surveys  conducted  in  the  vicinity  of  L.  Yojoa,  even  though  this  was  the  location  of 
several  historical  records.  These  sightings,  along  with  recent  studies  in  Belize  (MW,  pers.  comm.),  support  Ted  Parker's  hy¬ 
pothesis  ( American  Birds  48: 70-75)  that  in  the  spring  Ceruleans  make  a  brief  stopover  along  the  Caribbean  coast  of  n.  Cen¬ 
tral  America  during  transit  from  n.  South  America  to  e.  North  America. 


dense  seeding  bamboo  at  El  Imposible  N.P 
18  May  (JF)  was  the  first  reported  during  the 
breeding  season  in  El  Salvador.  While  the 
species  is  probably  a  permanent  resident  in 
the  country,  all  previous  reports  have  come 
from  Oct-Mar. 

A  Prevost’s  Ground-Sparrow  seen  22 
Mar  (RD,  RC)  at  Cerro  Plano  de  Santa 
Elena  (1200  m,  Pacific  slope,  Mon- 
teverde)  established  a  new  n.  limit  for 
this  species  in  Costa  Rica.  A  singing 
male  Rusty  Sparrow  present  since  early 
Apr  at  Acosta,  about  20  km  sw.  of  San 
Jose  (JA,  AS,  DMa),  represents  a  sub¬ 
stantial  range  extension  in  Costa 
Rica — the  first  time  the  species  has 
been  recorded  away  from  the  Cordillera 
de  Guanacaste.  Nesting  is  suspected. 
Providing  the  4th  record  for  Costa  Rica 
was  a  Lark  Sparrow  seen  5  Mar  at 
Cenizas  de  Perez  Zeledon,  5  km  se.  of 
San  Ididro  de  El  General  (JZ).  All 
records  have  come  in  the  past  12  years, 
and  the  other  three  were  from  lowland 
coastal  areas  in  Oct,  Nov,  and  Dec.  The 
highlight  of  the  season  had  to  be  the 
White-throated  Sparrow  that  greeted 
nearly  two  dozen  birders  from  around 
the  world  (AD,  OK,  ph.  KB,  PB,  MC,  GA  et 
al.)  shortly  after  their  arrival  on  18  May  at 
Half  Moon  Caye  80  km  se.  of  Belize  City. 
The  species  had  previously  not  been  record- 


Upland  Sandpiper  is  always  an  exciting  find  in  Belize, 
where  it  is  reported  less  than  annually.  This  bird  was  noted 
14  April  2005  at  the  La  Milpa  Field  Station  in  the  north¬ 
western  corner  of  the  country.  Photograph  by  Ryan  Phillips. 


Half  Moon  Caye  18  May  (OBSERVER?fide 
OK),  and  on  Glover’s  Reef  22  May  (PB).  The 
latter  provided  the  latest  spring  record  for 
Belize.  A  Tropical  Mockingbird  was  seen  13 
Mar  (KEa)  near  San  Isidro  de  El  General 
just  w.  of  the  Rio  General.  This  is  the  3rd  lo¬ 
cation  of  this  species  in  the  San  Isidro  area 
and  is  about  half  way  between  the  previous 
two  locations. 

Flocks  of  Cedar  Waxwings  numbering  in 
the  hundreds,  first  reported  in  Nov,  contin¬ 
ued  through  Apr  and  into  May.  In  El 
Salvador,  a  flock  of  20  in  coffee  planta¬ 
tions  at  San  Vicente  Volcano  2  Mar 
(LC)  was  the  first  record  for  San  Vi¬ 
cente.  Over  150  were  seen  at  Cerro 
Grande  de  Apaneca,  Ahuachapdn  9 
Apr  (AM),  but  the  largest  single  con¬ 
centration  ever  reported  in  El  Salvador 
was  a  flock  of  400  at  Los  Naranjos, 
Sonsonate  8  Apr  (RR).  In  Guatemala, 
at  least  30  were  in  Vesubio,  Atitlan 
Volcano,  Suchitepequez  30  Mar  (KE, 

GD),  and  50  were  seen  elsewhere  in 
Los  Tarrales  Reserve  10  Apr  (CA).  In 
Costa  Rica,  a  flock  of  76  observed  on 
the  Amistad  bird  count  n.  of  San  Vito 
5  Mar  (observer  unknown)  was  the 
largest  concentration  reported.  The 
last  waxwings  reported  were  8  at  1100 
m  in  Naranjo  de  Alajuela,  Central  Val¬ 
ley  (Costa  Rica)  10  May  (JZ )  and  3  at 
Altun  Ha,  Orange  Walk  (Belize)  21 
May  (MH,  OK). 


WARBLERS 

A  Blue-winged  Warbler  found  7  Mar  on  Dr. 
Skutch’s  farm,  Los  Cusingos,  near  San  Isidro 


In  one  hour  on  27  Mar,  ca.  50  Common  Yel- 
lowthroats  were  observed  in  reedy  vegeta¬ 
tion  in  the  vicinity  of  Hotel  Agua  Azul,  L. 
Yojoa  (DA).  This  unusual  concentration 
suggests  that  Yojoa  may  provide  important 


One  of  the  highlights  of  the  spring  2005  in  El  Salvador  was  this  Baird's 
Sandpiper  discovered  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Jiboa  on  3  April,  providing 
only  the  third  documented  record  for  the  country.  Photograph  by  lorn  tenner. 

wintering  and/or  migration  habitat  for  this 
species. 

Late  warbler  dates  for  the  season  were: 
Blue-winged,  4  May  in  Rocja  Pomtila  (EC; 
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ed  s.  of  Florida  and  n.  Mexico. 

Late  spring  reports  from 
Rocja  Pomtila  included  Rose¬ 
breasted  Grosbeak  on  3  May, 
Blue  Grosbeak  on  10  May  (ex¬ 
ceptionally  late;  possibly 
breeding  nearby?),  Orchard 
Oriole  on  24  Apr,  and  Balti¬ 
more  Oriole  on  17  May  (all 
EC).  The  population  of  Chest¬ 
nut-headed  Oropendolas  in  El 
Salvador’s  Sierra  de  Metapan, 
Santa  Ana,  first  discovered  in 
2003,  continues  to  grow.  Nest¬ 
ing  trees  were  again  found  in 
Canton  El  Lima  (ML  reported 
15  nests  active  12  May),  and 
inside  Montecristo  N.P.  (LP 
found  10  active  nests  on  26 
May).  Local  residents  estimate 
that  the  population  has  grown 
to  over  100  birds. 


Contributors  (country  coordi¬ 
nators  in  boldface):  Gary  All¬ 
port  (GaL),  David  Anderson 
(Honduras),  Leticia  del  Car¬ 
men  Andino,  George  Angehr 
(Panama),  Claudia  Avendano, 

Philip  Balderamos,  Bob  Berman,  Jim  & 
Dorothy  Beveridge,  Kerem  Boyla,  Andy 


This  male  Ruddy  Quail-Dove  was  mist-netted  10  April  2005  in  El  Salvador's  El  Imposible  National 
Park.  This  retiring  species  is  rarely  recorded  in  El  Salvador.  Photograph  by  Oliver  Komar. 


Burge,  Efrain  Caal,  Javier  Caal,  Roberto 
Caal,  Mick  Craig,  Luis  Cristiani,  Matt  Den¬ 


ton,  Don  Desjardin,  Geoffrey 
E.  Dobbs,  Kevin  Easley,  Knut 
Eisermann  (Guatemala),  Jesse 
Fagan,  Felipe  Franco,  Bert 
Frenz,  Leonardo  Garrigues, 
Adri  de  Gelder,  Julie  Girard, 
Bert  Harris,  Floyd  Hayes,  Jorge 
Herrera,  Mauricio  Herrera,  Ri¬ 
cardo  Ibarra  Portillo,  Tomjen- 
ner,  Lee  Jones  (Belize),  Oliver 
Komar  (El  Salvador),  James 
Kushlan,  Bruce  LaBar,  Cindy 
Lippincott,  Mercedes  Llort, 
Miguel  Angel  Lopez,  Gerardo 
Lopez,  Jacob  Marlin,  Daniel 
Martinez  (DMa),  Blake  May- 
bank,  David  Medina  (DMe), 
Bruce  &  Carolyn  Miller,  Ros¬ 
abel  Miro,  Alvaro  Moises,  Dar¬ 
ien  Montanez,  Terrie  Moss,  Al¬ 
lison  Olivieri,  Ryan  Phillips, 
Luis  Pineda,  Victor  Xi  Poou, 
Efrain  Pop  Chub,  Marvin  Ri¬ 
vas,  Roberto  Rivera,  Milagro 
Salinas,  Cesar  Sanchez,  Julio 
Sanchez,  Jennifer  R.  Smith, 
Judy  Smith  (JSm),  Alejandro 
Solano,  Richard  Stern,  Nicole 
Street,  Bill  Tweit,  Iselda  Vega, 
Melinda  Welton,  Soo  Whiting,  Dan  &  Jen 
Williams,  James  R.  Zook  (Costa  Rica).  O 


The  Maine  ABA  Convention  is  timed  to  coincide  with  the 
best  month  to  see  resident  breeding  birds, 
including  nesting  alcids  and  terns.  The 
Pine  Tree  state  is  a  must  visit  for  birders, 
offering  a  beautiful  rugged  rocky  coastline,  sandy  beaches, 
salt  marshes,  deciduous  woodlands,  boreal  forests,  peatlands, 
inland  waters,  and  freshwater  marshes.  Maine  is  the  most  sparsely 
populated  state  east  of  the  Mississippi,  and  Bangor — Maine's  ^ 
third  largest  city — only  has  a  population  of  approximately  A 
32,000.  Maine  is  geologically  young,  having  been  sculpted  mj/j 
by  glaciers,  most  evident  on  its  breathtakingly  beautifiil  ™lu 
coastline.  Seeing  and  hearing  breeding  warblers  in  the 
nuptial  plumages  is  always  a  treat  while  boat  trips  to  view  % 
Atlantic  Puffins,  Razorbills,  and  Arctic  and  Roseate  Terns  will 
be  a  thrilling  venue.  A  good  opportunity  to  study  the  differences 
between  the  saltmarsh  sparrows  will  be  provided.  ABA  Sales,  our 
favorite  vendors,  and  artists  will  be  there  along  with  the 
birds.  Maine's  Magical  Mystery  Tours  are  waiting  to 
take  you  away. . .  See  you  in  June  in  Maine! 
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ANTILLES 


Grenada  was  devastated  by  Hurricane 
Ivan  last  fall.  Based  on  previous  expe¬ 
rience  on  the  island  from  2003,  Al¬ 
varo  Jaramillo  and  Jay  VanderGaast  said  they 
were  lucky  to  see  and  hear  the  specialty 
species  such  as  Hook-billed  Kite  and  Grenada 
Dove  at  all  there  in  2005.  Both  species  clearly 
suffered  losses  there.  The  upland  “rain  forests” 
of  Grenada  were  leveled,  as  Jaramillo  describes 
it.  Lesser  Antillean  Tanager  was  not  observed 
at  all,  and  Scaly-naped  Pigeon  was  seen  only  in 
lowland  scrub-thorn  forest,  rather  than  in  the 
highlands.  The  obligate  frugivores  and  species 
dependent  upon  upland  food  sources  were 
most  affected  by  the  storm. 

Abbreviations:  E.C.L.S.P.  (Exuma  Cays  Land 
&  Sea  Park,  Bahamas);  H.W.P.N.P  (Harrold  & 
Wilson  Ponds  N.R,  Bahamas);  PT.N.R.  (Petit- 
Terre  N.R.,  Guadeloupe). 

GREBES  THROUGH  VULTURES 

Pied-billed  Grebes  with  young  were  at  Parson’s 
Road  Pond,  Bermuda  27  Mar  (AD);  2  winter¬ 
ing  Horned  Grebes  were  still  in  Castle  Har¬ 
bour,  Bermuda  24  Mar  (JM).  Sooty  Shearwa¬ 
ters  peaked  at  40/hour  21  May  past  Cooper’s 
Pt. ,  Bermuda  (AD),  where  the  first  Manx 
Shearwaters  (40)  were  seen  passing  29  Mar 
(PW);  Manx  maxed  at  120/hour  9  Apr  at  De¬ 
vonshire  Bay,  Bermuda  (AD).  At  PT.N.R. , 
Levesque  recorded  120  and  199  Audubon’s 
Shearwaters  26  &  27  Mar,  respectively.  Fishing 


over  the  Little  Abaco  Canyon,  Bahamas  15-25 
km  e.  of  Hope  Town,  B.  Wallace  found  9  Black- 
capped  Petrels,  100+  Audubon’s  Shearwaters, 
and  a  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel  28-29  Apr. 
A  Wilson’s  Storm-Petrel  was  observed  off 
Desecheo  I.,  Puerto  Rico  8  Apr  (MC).  Four 
Black-capped  Petrels  30  Apr  and  one  2  May 
were  seen  from  Crossing  Rocks,  Abaco,  Ba¬ 
hamas  (BP,  MG).  On  2  Apr  40-50  Greater 
Shearwaters,  a  few  Sooty  Shearwaters,  and  a 
Wilson’s  Storm-Petrel  were  seen  3  km  e.  of  El¬ 
bow  Cay,  Abaco,  Bahamas  (BWo).  On  24  Apr, 
MC  counted  about  200  Audubon’s  Shearwa¬ 
ters  off  Desecheo  L,  Puerto  Rico. 

Since  the  warden’s  dogs  were  removed  from 
Warderick  Wells,  Exuma,  Bahamas  last  winter 
(see  N.A.B.  58:  449),  the  number  of  White¬ 
tailed  Tropicbirds  nesting  on  the  cay  has  risen 
from  five  to  13  pairs.  Elsewhere  in  E.C.L.S.P, 
27  pairs  nested  on  Shroud  Cay  and  nearby 
islets,  two  pairs  on  Hog  Cay,  and  several  pairs 
on  a  small  cay  s.  of  Hawksbill  Cay  (WM,  MR). 
One  in  n.  Exuma  Sound  5  Mar  was  early  (JG). 
A  colony  of  White-tailed  Tropicbirds  inspected 


2  Apr  at  Puerto  Hermina,  Quebradillas,  Puerto 
Rico  (AM)  included  a  few  nests  with  dead 
chicks.  Six  Red-billed  Tropicbirds,  including  a 
nestling  at  one  site,  were  noted  22  Apr  (AJ  et 
al.)  at  Barbuda.  The  Braceys  found  a  second- 
year  Northern  Gannet  near  Sunrise  Cay,  Aba¬ 
co,  Bahamas  19  May,  a  very  late  date  (EB,  BB). 
A  newly  reported  Brown  Pelican  breeding  site 
at  Crab  Cay,  Berry  Is.,  Bahamas  (VS)  may  be 
the  source  of  pelicans  seen  around  New  Prov¬ 
idence,  including  3  at  Rose  1.  30  Mar  (MD), 
one  there  1  May  (NMc),  and  one  at  Lyford  Cay 
9  May  (AB,  TWh).  A  Brown  Pelican  at  Tarpum 
Bay,  Eleuthera,  Bahamas  29  Mar  (DC)  could 
have  come  from  either  the  s.  or  the  n.  Ba¬ 
hamas.  One  hundred  Brown  Pelicans  seen  22 
Apr  at  Antigua  should  be  investigated  for  signs 
of  nesting  (AJ  et  al.). 

The  long-staying  Little  Egret  was  relocated 
at  Paget  I.,  Bermuda  30  Mar  (PW),  and  2  were 
photographed  on  Antigua  22  Apr  (AJ,  KL,  JV). 
Sixty  White  Ibis  on  South  Bimini  and  10  on 
North  Bimini,  Bahamas  14  May  constituted  an 
unusually  high  count  there  (PD,  TH,  FS).  A 


Greater  Flamingos  were  the  subject  of  study  across  the  the  Bahamas  this  season,  but  their  numbers  on  Great  In- 
J  M  agua,  in  the  core  of  their  range,  are  uncertain.  Up  to  40  were  at  Long  Cay  off  Crooked  1. 5  Mar  (BH);  150  were  seen  on 
the  w.  side  of  Andros,  n.  of  North  Bight  10  Apr  (BPy).  Eleven  were  seen  on  21  Apr  s.  of  Gordons,  Long  I.,  where  they  had  not 
been  seen  for  eight  years  (B&JS).  Baltz's  aerial  survey  of  North  Andros  8  May  found  2100-2400  (MB),  while  Clum's  aerial  sur¬ 
vey  of  the  s.  Bahamas  10  May  found  small  flocks  on  Acklins  I.  and  East  Plana  Cay  and  several  hundred  birds  on  Mayaguana 
(NC,  MH,  RB,  TWh).  Approximately  5000  were  seen  on  Great  Inagua  on  10  Mar  (FG,  LG,  HN);  Clum's  survey  of  Inagua  10  May 
had  to  be  cut  short  due  to  the  long  flight  back  to  Nassau,  but  fewer  than  2000  were  counted. 
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Glossy  Ibis  was  seen  carrying  nesting  materi¬ 
al  18  May  on  the  w.  edge  of  Cano  Tiburones 
Puerto  Rico  (SC),  possibly  the  first  evidence 
of  nesting  in  Puerto  Rico.  A  Glossy  Ibis  was  at 
Spittal  Pond,  Bermuda  3  Apr-13  May  (AD). 
Up  to  5  Roseate  Spoonbills  were  at  Cable 
Beach  G.C.,  New  Providence,  Bahamas  during 
the  first  two  weeks  of  Mar  (TH,  CW,  PD). 
Four  Black  Vultures  noted  at  Percerverance 
dump  10  Apr  at  Grenada  were  most  unusual 
there  (AJ  et  al.). 

GEESE  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

A  Canada  Goose  was  on  St.  George’s  G.C., 
Bermuda  12  May  (PP).  A  late  Greater  Scaup 
was  on  Parsons  Road  Pond,  Bermuda  17  May 

(EA) .  Migrant  waterfowl  noted  at  Costa  de 
Oro,  Cano  Tiburones,  Puerto  Rico  2  Mar  in¬ 
cluded  a  Northern  Shoveler,  5  American 
Wigeons,  and  several  Blue-winged  Teal  (SC, 
LM).  A  male  Wood  Duck  30  Mar  on  the  Trea¬ 
sure  Cay  G.C.,  Abaco,  Bahamas  was  unusual 

(EB) .  Two  Red-breasted  Mergansers  that  win¬ 
tered  off  Treasure  Cay,  Abaco  were  last  seen  2 
Mar  (EB).  A  flock  of  32  Ruddy  Ducks  was  at  La 
Tembladera  Lagoon,  Arecibo,  Puerto  Rico  22 
Mar;  some  were  dark-headed,  a  trait  of  some  s. 
populations  (SC).  A  Common  (Eurasian 
Green-winged)  Teal  was  at  North  Pond,  Bermu¬ 
da  in  Mar  (PW),  one  of  3  wintering  individuals 
that  remained  at  Bermuda  through  5  May. 

This  spring.  Swallow-tailed  Kites  were  re¬ 
ported  13  Mar  at  Gray’s,  Long  I.,  Bahamas 
(DL);  18  Mar  over  Island  Palms  Hotel,  Grand 
Bahama  (SH,  SR,  EG);  20  Mar  at  Lyford  Cay 
G.C.,  New  Providence  (CG);  18  Apr  over  the 
Grand  Bahama  Highway  (EG);  and  3  May  at 
Reef  G.C.,  Grand  Bahama  (EG).  A  Swallow¬ 
tailed  Kite  was  over  Camp  Hill,  Bermuda  13 
Mar-17  Apr  (RP),  with  2  at  Riddell’s  Bay  G.C., 
Bermuda  17  Apr  (fide  DW).  A  Hook-billed 
Kite  at  Grand  Etang,  Grenada  10  Apr  was  a 
good  sign  for  this  endangered  taxon  (AJ  et 
al.).  Two  Northern  Harriers  were  over  the 
Bermuda  Airport  perimeter  18  Mar  (AD), 
with  one  lingering  into  May.  A  Sharp-shinned 
Hawk  was  seen  over  Nonsuch  T,  Bermuda  4 
Apr  (DBW)  and  another  at  Abbott’s  Cliff  16 
Apr  (PW).  The  2  long-staying  Red-tailed 
Hawks  were  over  Morgan’s  Pt.,  Bermuda  29 
Apr  (DW).  One  of  the  2  wintering  Rough¬ 
legged  Hawks  was  still  present  at  the  Bermu¬ 
da  Airport  3  Mar  (AD).  American  Kestrels 
(resident  race)  raised  2  young  in  early  Apr  at 
a  lower  school  in  Freeport,  Grand  Bahama 
(ph.  EG).  Kestrels  have  now  been  confirmed 
breeding  on  all  the  major  islands  in  the  Ba¬ 
hamas.  Dean,  Hepburn,  and  Schaller  found 
feral  Wild  Turkeys  and  Common  Peafowl  on 
S.  Bimini  13-14  May. 

A  Virginia  Rail  was  at  Spittal  Pond,  Bermu¬ 
da  3-6  Apr  (AD).  Single  Purple  Gallinules 
were  seen  at  South  Ocean  G.C.,  New  Provi¬ 
dence  17  Mar  (TH),  Four  Seasons  G.C.,  Great 
Exuma  18  Apr  (RS),  and  Crossing  Rocks, 


Abaco  30  Apr  (BP,  MG).  Three  were  at  Reef 
G.C.,  Grand  Bahama  6  May  (EG).  A  Snowy 
Plover  was  noted  at  Papayo  salt  flats,  Lajas, 
Puerto  Rico  (MC),  where  nesting  is  likely. 
Snowy  Plovers  were  nesting  at  Williams 
Town,  Little  Exuma  18  Apr  (RS).  This  is  near 
the  n.  limit  of  their  range  in  the  Bahamas.  A 
pair  of  American  Oystercatchers  was  noted  28 
Mar  at  Desecheo  E,  Puerto  Rico  (MC).  An 
American  Avocet  that  wintered  at  H.W.PN.P. 
was  last  seen  22  Mar  (PD).  On  25  &  29  Apr 
single  Upland  Sandpipers  were  at  Lyford  Cay 
G.C.,  New  Providence  (TWh,  TH).  A 
Eurasian  Whimbrel  reported  last  fall  was  still 
present  at  P.T.N.R.  through  5  Apr  (AL).  Two 
Whimbrels  flew  past  Crossing  Rocks,  Abaco 
29  Apr  (BP,  MG).  A  Hudsonian  Godwit  was 
noted  1  Apr  at  Candelaria  Lagoon,  Cabo  Rojo, 
Puerto  Rico,  one  of  few  records  of  the  species 
for  that  island  (HL).  Single  Red  Knots  were 
seen  on  South  Bimini  14  May  (PD,  TH,  FS) 
and  Westridge  Estates,  New  Providence  15 


This  immature  male  American  Kestrel,  rescued  from  a 
school  yard  at  Freeport,  Grand  Bahama,  confirmed  that 
this  species  now  nests  on  all  the  major  islands  in  the 
Bahamas.  The  resident  Bahamian  birds  are  apparently  a 
mix  of  sparmoides  from  Cuba  and  dommicensis  from  His¬ 
paniola.  Photograph  by  Erika  Gates. 

May  (PD,  ph.  LL).  Two  Red  Knots  were  at 
Spittal  Pond,  Bermuda  29  May  (DBW).  Thir¬ 
ty-six  Sanderlings  at  South  Andros  1-2  Apr 
made  a  good  count  (OG).  A  Ruff  was  at  North 
Pond,  Bermuda  25  Apr-11  May  (DW).  On  14 
May  a  Wilson’s  Phalarope  was  photographed 
near  the  dump  on  South  Bimini  (PD,  TH,  FS). 
A  Wilson’s  Phalarope  was  at  Spittal  Pond, 
Bermuda  31  May  (DW). 

A  Great  Skua  passed  by  Cooper’s  Pt., 
Bermuda  21  May  (AD,  PW) — a  remarkable 
record  for  a  species  thought  to  be  mostly  a 
winter  visitor  to  these  latitudes.  South  Polar 
Skua  has  been  the  skua  species  expected  in 
spring,  but  at  least  one  recent  article  ques¬ 
tions  that  assumption  (see  Howell,  S.  N.  G. 
2005.  Large  skuas  off  North  Carolina.  Birding 
World  18:  290-296;  and  for  issues  of  identifi¬ 
cation,  the  same  author’s  2004  “South  Polar 
Skuas  in  California”  [Birding  World  17:  288- 
297]  is  of  interest).  A  Black-headed  Gull  was 
seen  20-22  Apr  at  Antigua  (AJ  et  al.).  A  Her¬ 
ring  Gull,  3  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls,  and  2 
first-winter  Great  Black-backed  Gulls  were  at 
Tarpum  Bay,  Bahamas  in  early  Mar  (DC,  TS); 
the  first  Gull-billed  Terns  of  the  year  in  the 
Bahamas  were  reported  on  21  Apr  there  (DC). 


A  Gull-billed  Tern  was  noted  at  San  Juan  Bay 
29  May  (JS).  A  Cayenne  Tern  (or  intergrade) 
was  seen  22  Apr  in  the  company  of  30  Sand¬ 
wich  Terns  at  Antigua  (AJ  et  al.).  A  group  of 
20  Roseate  Terns  seen  22  Apr  at  Barbuda  was 
likely  nesting  nearby  (AJ  et  al.);  one  was  in 
Castle  Harbour,  Bermuda  1 1  &  30  May  (DBW, 
PW).  A  beautifully  photographed  Arctic  Tern 
was  seen  3  km  e.  of  La  Desirade  T,  Guade¬ 
loupe  1  May  (AL),  for  one  of  the  few  records 
in  spring  in  the  Lesser  Antilles.  Twenty  Least 
Terns  at  Discovery  Bay  Beach,  Grand  Bahama 
6  May  made  a  good  count  (EG).  Least  Terns 
and  Sooty  Terns  were  very  early  9  Mar  near 
Matthew  Town,  Great  Inagua,  Bahamas  (FG, 
LG,  HN).  Bridled  Terns  nested  on  Highborne 
Cay,  Exumas  in  late  May  (MR).  A  report  of  10 
Black  Noddies  off  Desecheo  I.,  Puerto  Rico 
24  Apr  (MC)  is  most  intriguing.  At  least  1 1 
dead  Atlantic  Puffins  were  found  at  various 
locations  around  Bermuda.  The  main  die-off 
came  9-19  Mar,  with  a  further  decomposed 
corpse  found  13  Apr.  There  have  only  been 
four  previous  records  (also  tideline  corpses). 
The  cause  of  death  may  well  have  been  an  in¬ 
tense  low-pressure  system  that  forced  birds 
southward  into  poor  feeding  areas. 

PIGEONS  THROUGH  THRASHERS 

A  hat-trick  of  Patagioenas  pigeons  at  Las 
Curias  Res.,  San  Juan  Bay,  Puerto  Rico  29 
May  (JS,  CR)  included  the  common  Scaly- 
naped  Pigeon,  a  single  White-crowned  Pi¬ 
geon,  and  the  endangered  Plain  Pigeon,  un¬ 
usual  at  this  location.  Another 
White-crowned  was  noted  at  San  Juan  Bay  1 1 
May  (JS).  A  Eurasian  Collared-Dove  at  Ward- 
erick  Wells,  E.C.L.S.P.  in  late  Apr  (JE)  was  the 
first  for  the  Exumas  and  the  park.  Four 
White-winged  Doves  on  Mangrove  Cay,  An¬ 
dros  3  Apr  were  unusual  there  (OG);  4  on 
Barbuda  appear  to  represent  a  new  species 
there  (AJ  et  al.).  Jaramillo,  VanderGaast,  and 
crew  found  2-3  Grenada  Doves  at  Mt.  Hart¬ 
man  and  Perserverence,  Grenada  10  Apr.  Key 
West  Quail-Dove  is  another  species  on  Abaco 
that  was  devastated  by  the  2004  hurricanes; 
Wolck  reports  that  through  Apr  none  had 
been  seen  or  heard  on  Elbow  Cay,  where  they 
were  formerly  common.  Only  one  has  been 
seen  on  Great  Abaco,  although  2  others  have 
heard  (EB,  AK).  A  single  was  noted  in  the 
Palmas  area,  ne.  Cano  Tiburones,  Puerto  Rico 
(SC,  LM).  Forty  Red-necked  and  10  Imperial 
Parrots  were  noted  on  Dominica  18-19  Apr 
(AJ  et  al.).  Jaramillo  reports  that  Barn  Owls 
heard  on  Grenada  11  Apr  give  vocalizations 
much  more  like  Ashy-faced  Owl  than  Barn 
Owl  (see  also  N.A.B.  56:  236).  A  Puerto  Rican 
Nightjar  heard  23  May  near  El  Madrigal, 
Ponce  (Julio  M.  Santiago)  was  in  an  area  un¬ 
der  heavy  pressure  from  development.  The 
first  report  of  an  Antillean  Nighthawk  in  Ba¬ 
hamas  was  from  Coral  Harbour,  New  Provi¬ 
dence  on  22  Apr  (CW). 


A  Black  Swift  was  noted  6  Mar  over  the 
Tanama  River  and  Arecibo  Radio  Telescope, 
Arecibo,  Puerto  Rico  (SC,  LM).  A  Short¬ 
tailed  Swift  was  photographed  at  RT.N.R.  12 
&  18  May  (AL),  for  the  2nd  record  from 
Guadeloupe.  Three  Chimney  Swifts  were  at 
Wemyss  Bight,  Eleuthera,  Bahamas  14  Apr 
(JW,  DC),  2  at  Abaco  N.R,  Bahamas  2  May 
(BP  MG),  and  4  at  South  Bimini  14  May  (PD, 
TH,  FS).  The  first  Chimney  Swift  of  the  sea¬ 
son  at  Bermuda  was  noted  over  Jenningsland 
18  Apr  (JM),  with  a  maximum  of  7  at  St. 
Georges  G.C.  25  May  (PW).  An  Eastern 
Kingbird  was  at  Clearwater,  Bermuda  30 
Mar-6  Apr  (AD),  with  another  at  Wreck  Hill 
4  May  (WF);  one  was  at  Crossing  Rocks, 
Abaco,  Bahamas  19  Mar  (EB,  HP).  The  earli¬ 
est  reports  of  Gray  Kingbirds  in  Bahamas 
were  10  Mar  at  Vandaxville,  Great  Inagua 
(FG,  LG,  HN)  and  17  Mar  at  Tarpum  Bay 
(WN).  A  Yellow- throated  Vireo  was  seen  at 
Stokes  Pt.  Reserve,  Bermuda  17  Apr  (DBW) 
and  another  (with  a  Red-eyed)  at  Fort  Scaur, 
Bermuda  24  Apr  (WF,  DW).  The  first  Black- 
whiskered  Vireo  of  the  year  in  the  Bahamas 
was  in  s.  Eleuthera  2  Mar  (ph.  DC).  Two  Tree 
Swallows  at  the  Bermuda  Airport  10  Mar  led 
swallow  migration  there;  Spittal  Pond,  near¬ 
by,  hosted  2  Northern  Rough-winged  Swal¬ 
lows  26  Apr  (DW),  a  Bank  Swallow  30  May+ 
(DW),  and  a  Cliff  Swallow  24  Mar  (AD).  On 
4  May,  at  least  4  Cave  Swallows  were  at  Nine 
Tasks  L.,  S.  Andros,  their  only  known  nesting 
site  in  the  Bahamas  (LP,  TWh). 

A  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  was  at  Warderick 
Wells,  E.C.F.S.P.  2  May  (HN).  A  Veery  was  ob¬ 
served  at  Bahama  Palm  Shores,  Abaco,  and 
another  was  heard  at  Abaco  N.R  29  Apr  (BP 
MG).  A  Swainson’s  Thrush  was  seen  at  Bar- 
tram’s  Pond  2  May  (EA).  On  29  Apr,  Peter- 
john  heard  a  Bicknell’s  Thrush  calling  repeat¬ 
edly  at  Abaco  N.R  The  bird  was  described  as 
giving  a  three-note  call  typical  of  Bicknells 
(unlike  the  two-note  calls  of  Gray-cheeked 
Thrush),  with  a  rising  inflection  between  the 
first  and  middle  notes,  followed  by  a  lower 
note.  Two  Swainson’s  Thrushes  were  at  Rich¬ 
mond  Hill,  Great  Exuma  26  Apr  (RS),  and  one 
was  at  Waterloo,  Nassau  28  Apr  (PD).  Two 
American  Robins  were  at  Treasure  Cay,  Abaco 
1  Mar  (TH,  DM),  and  one  was  at  The  Retreat, 
Nassau  14  Mar  (GW,  KW,  TWh).  An  Ameri¬ 
can  Robin  at  Aguadilla,  Puerto  Rico  10  Apr 
(AFs)  may  represent  a  first  record  for  Puerto 
Rico  (fide  JS).  A  Brown  Thrasher  was  almost 
certainly  a  ship-assisted  arrival  in  the  City  of 
Hamilton,  Bermuda  2  May  (GG). 


WAXWINGS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Up  to  10  Cedar  Waxwings  were  at  Marsh  Har¬ 
bour,  Abaco  31  Mar-4  Apr  (SJD,  JD,  GGB, 
GB,  PF);  on  Bermuda,  large  flocks  were  noted 
at  Spittal  Pond  23  Apr  (35  birds;  AD)  and  at 
Wreck  Hill  4  May  (50;  WF).  A  Blue-winged 
Warbler  was  noted  21  Mar  at  Rock  Sound, 
Eleuthera  (DE).  A  Golden-winged  Warbler 
provided  a  rare  spring  record  at  Fort  Scaur, 
Bermuda  10  Apr  (WF).  A  Tennessee  Warbler 
was  seen  at  the  GlaxcoSmithKline  facilities  30 
Mar  in  the  municipality  of  Cidra,  Puerto  Rico 
(AP);  there  is  a  single  record  from  the  U.S. 
Virgin  Islands  (RLN),  but  we  know  of  no  con¬ 
firmed  records  of  the  species  from  Puerto 
Rico.  Two  Chestnut-sided  Warblers  were 
found  on  6  May  at  Taino  Beach,  Grand  Ba¬ 
hama  (EG).  A  Magnolia  Warbler  was  at  Fort 
Scaur,  Bermuda  1  May  (AD).  A  male  Black- 
throated  Green  Warbler  was  seen  13  Mar  at 
Cerro  Maravilla,  Jayuya,  Puerto  Rico  (SC), 
and  a  female  was  at  Syndicate,  Dominica  18 
Apr  (AJ  et  al.),  where  rare.  A  male  Black- 
throated  Blue  Warbler  was  noted  13  Mar  at 
Cerro  Jayuya,  Jayuya  (SC).  The  wintering 
Townsend’s  Warbler  was  last  seen  along  Or¬ 
ange  Valley  Rd.,  Bermuda  3  Mar  (BL).  A  Bay¬ 
breasted  Warbler  was  at  Fort  Scaur,  Bermuda 
24  Apr  (WF);  another  was  at  Tiamo  Resort, 
South  Andros,  Bahamas  1-3  May  (PH,  TWh); 
and  another  was  at  Barbuda  22  Apr  (AJ  et  al.). 
Blackpoll  Warblers  arrived  early  in  the  Ba¬ 
hamas  around  22  Apr  in  large  numbers,  but 
many  were  still  around  after  the  first  week  in 
May.  One  was  seen  23  May  at  the  Boqueron 
Wildlife  Reserve,  Cabo  Rojo,  Puerto  Rico 
(HL),  unusually  late.  A  female  Prothonotary 
Warbler  was  in  s.  Eleuthera  16  Apr  (DC,  JW). 
Single  Swainson’s  Warblers  were  netted  at 
Rock  Sound  19  &  20  Mar  (JW,  IM,  SW,  DE); 
one  found  27  Mar  s.  of  the  Rio  Abajo  S.E,  Utu- 
ado,  Puerto  Rico  (JMN)  was  a  rare  find,  but 
this  species  may  be  an  uncommon  visitor  to 
the  higher  karst  mountains  in  the  n.-cen.  and 
nw.  parts  of  the  island.  A  Louisiana  Wa- 
terthrush  was  at  North  Pond,  Bermuda  2  Apr 
(EA).  A  Kentucky  Warbler  was  seen  at  Hun¬ 
gry  Bay,  Bermuda  5  Apr  (GH).  On  12-14  May, 
Dean,  Hepburn,  and  Schaller  found  hundreds 
of  American  Redstarts,  Northern  Wa- 
terthrushes,  and  Common  Yellowthroats 
(mostly  males)  feeding  on  the  ground  on  N. 
Bimini,  Bahamas;  strangely,  there  were  no 
such  flocks  on  nearby  S.  Bimini. 

A  Summer  Tanager  was  found  near  Garden 
of  the  Groves,  Grand  Bahama  18  Mar  (SH, 
SR,  EG);  2  were  at  Marsh  Harbour,  Bahamas 


The  House  Wren  complex  in  the  lesser  Antilles  is  not  well  understood.  AJ  conducted  informal  playback  experiments 
with  singing  House  Wrens  on  Grenada,  St.  Vincent,  St.  Lucia,  and  Dominica.  The  results  were  not  typical  for  conspe- 
cific  taxa:  birds  generally  took  little  note  of  wren  songs  recorded  on  other  islands  but  responded  vigorously  to  songs  record¬ 
ed  on  their  own  islands.  Plumage  differences,  especially  in  the  intensity  of  rufous  coloration,  as  well  as  structural  differences 
(e.g.,  bill  length)  were  apparent  among  these  taxa  as  well.  Formal  field  work  on  this  complex  would  be  very  worthwhile,  par¬ 
ticularly  because  some  taxa  appear  to  be  declining,  if  not  already  extinct,  e.  g.,  on  Martinique  and  possibly  Guadeloupe. 


1  May  (BP,  MG).  A  Scarlet  Tanager  was  at 
Fort  Scaur,  Bermuda  24  Apr-4  May  (WF); 
another  was  in  Barbuda  22  Apr  (AJ  et  al.).  A 
Greater  Antillean  Bullfinch  May  28-29  May 
at  Highborne  Cay,  Exumas  (MR)  was  an  un¬ 
usual  find  for  such  a  small  island.  A  Savannah 
Sparrow  at  Vandaxville,  Great  Inagua  10  Mar 
(FG,  LG,  HN)  may  constitute  a  first  for  that 
island.  A  well-described  Lincoln’s  Sparrow 
was  found  at  Bahama  Palm  Shores,  Abaco  1 
Apr  (SJD  et  al.).  A  Swamp  Sparrow  was  at 
Somerset  Long  Bay  N.R.,  Bermuda  26  Mar 
(AD).  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  were  seen  1 
Mar  at  Camperdown,  Nassau,  Bahamas  (TH), 
17  Mar  at  Rock  Sound,  Eleuthera  (DC),  15 
Apr  in  Lucaya,  Grand  Bahama  (GK),  and 
again  at  Camperdown  22  Apr  (CW).  A  Lap- 
land  Longspur  at  Astwood  Park  16  Mar 
(TW)  furnished  Bermuda’s  first  spring  record. 
A  Blue  Grosbeak  was  found  at  Lakeview 
Ponds,  Paradise  Island,  Bahamas  on  7  Apr 
(CW),  and  on  29  Apr  one  was  at  Waterloo, 
Nassau  (PD). 

A  male  Blue  Grosbeak  was  seen  in  Paget, 
Bermuda  20  Apr  (AD).  The  Bahamas  high 
count  for  Bobolinks  this  spring  was  58  at  Ly- 
ford  Cay  G.C.  25  Apr  (TWh).  Single  Shiny 
Cowbirds  were  at  Diamond  Farm,  New  Prov¬ 
idence  27  Apr  (PD,  TWh)  and  at  Bahama 
Palm  Shores,  Abaco  29-30  Apr  (BP,  MG). 

Observers:  Eric  Amos,  Aileen  Bainton, 
Mike  Baltz,  Robin  Bjork,  Elwood  Bracey,  Bet¬ 
sy  Bracey,  G.  Gordon  Brown  (GGB),  George 
Brown,  Sandy  Buckner,  Nancy  Clum,  Sergio 
Colon,  Manuel  Cruz,  David  Currie,  Paul 
Dean,  James  J.  Dinsmore,  Stephen  J.  Dins- 
more  (SJD),  Andrew  Dobson,  Monty  Doyle, 
Judy  Estep,  David  Ewert,  Peter  Frechtel, 
Wendy  Frith,  Lynn  Gape,  Erika  Gates,  Joe 
Gherardi,  Gertrude  Gierlinger,  Chris  Good¬ 
win,  Frank  Graham,  Mary  Gustafson,  Petagay 
Hartman,  Gene  Harvey,  Susan  Heath,  Tony 
Hepburn,  Bill  Hezlep,  Mark  Hofling,  Alvaro 
Jaramillo,  Anita  Knowles,  Geana  Knowles, 
Kent  Lannert,  Anthony  Levesque,  Lionel 
Levine,  Allen  Lewis  (ALs),  David  Lincoln, 
Heriberto  Lopez,  Bruce  Lorhan,  Will  Mackin, 
Jeremy  Madeiros,  Neil  McKinney  (NMc),  In- 
geria  Miller,  Denny  Moore,  Alcides  Morales, 
Luis  Munoz,  Jose  Miguel  Nazario,  Walter 
Nealy,  Henry  Nixon,  Robert  L.  Norton,  Ba¬ 
hamas  National  Trust  Ornithology  Group 
(OG),  Ana  Pazos,  Bruce  Peterjohn,  Hagen  Pe¬ 
ters,  Lewis  Phillips,  Pat  Pocklmgton,  Ron 
Porter,  Bruce  Purdy  (BPy),  Macgregor  Robert¬ 
son,  Carina  Roig,  Shamie  Rolle,  Jose  Salguero, 
Julio  M.  Santiago  QMS),  Freddie  Schaller,  Ver¬ 
nal  Smith,  Tom  Southerland,  Ron  Spencer, 
Barbara  &  Jim  Sweeney,  Jay  VanderGaast, 
Sarah  Wagner,  Bob  Wallace,  David  Wallace 
(DW),  Carolyn  Wardle,  Paul  Watson,  Tim 
Wershler,  Kaye  White,  Tony  White  (TWh), 
Gerald  Winegrad,  David  Wingate  (DBW), 
Bruce  Wolk  (BWo),  Joe  Wunderle.  & 
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on  in  e.  O’ahu.  Nine  nests  with  one  egg  each 
were  found  there  3  Apr.  On  22  May,  there 
were  four  nests  with  eggs  and  four  nests 
with  chicks;  one  nest  had  been  abandoned 
(MW). 


Robert  L.  Pyle 

1314  Kalakaua  Avenue,  #1010 
Honolulu,  Hawaii  96826 


Atoll  N.W.R.);  O.  (0‘ahu  I.);  Pouhala 
(Pouhala  Marsh  Wildlife  Sanctuary,  O'ahu 
I.);  Waiawa  (Waiawa  Unit  of  Pearl  Harbor 
N.W.R.,  O'ahu  I.);  Waikamoi  (Waikamoi 
Preserve,  Maui  I.). 


(rlpyle@hawaii.rr.com) 

Peter  Donaldson 

2375  Ahakapu  Street 
Pearl  City,  Hawaii  96782 
(dnldsn-5@hawaii.rr.com) 

The  weather  over  the  islands  became 
rapidly  drier  through  the  spring.  At 
the  beginning  of  March,  rainfall  to¬ 
tals  for  the  year  were  above  normal  for  most 
locations.  But  by  the  end  of  May,  annual 
rainfall  totals  had  dropped  below  normal  in 
most  areas.  As  water  levels  dropped,  some 
shorebirds  relocated.  A  number  of  rare 
species  from  fall  and  winter  lingered  into 
spring,  and  a  few  new  ones  were  reported. 

Abbreviations:  H.  (Hawai'i  I.);  HRBP 
(Hawaii  Rare  Bird  Documentary  Photo¬ 
graph;  used  with  image  catalog  number  from 
the  HRBP  file  at  Bishop  Museum,  Honolu¬ 
lu);  Hakalau  (Hakalau  N.W.R.,  Hawai'i  I.); 
Hanalei  (Hanalei  N.W.R.,  Kaua'i  I.);  Hon- 
ouliuli  (Honouliuli  Unit  of  Pearl  Harbor 
N.W.R.,  O'ahu  1.);  K.  (Kaua'i  1.);  Kanaha 
(Kanaha  Pond,  Maui  I.);  Kealia  (Kealia  Pond 
N.W.R.,  Maui  I.);  Kii  (Ki'i  Unit  of  James 
Campbell  N.W.R.,  O'ahu  I.);  Kokee  (Koke'e 
S.P.,  Kaua'i  1.);  K.P.  (Kilauea  Pt.  N.W.R., 
Kaua'i  I.);  M.  (Maui  1.);  Midway  (Midway 


ALBATROSSES  THROUGH  EGRETS 

Single  Black-footed  Albatrosses  were  ob¬ 
served  off  K.P  1  Mar  (DK,  AJ),  off  Poipu,  K. 
10  Mar  (RP),  and  between  Kaua'i  and  Lehua 
1.  18  Mar  (DK).  Black-footeds  are  uncommon 
offshore  near  the  main  islands.  Two  Black- 
footeds  were  observed  on  land  for  three  days 
at  Barking  Sands,  K.  1  May  (BZ),  a  very  un¬ 
usual  occurrence  on  the  main  islands. 

One  Mottled  Petrel  was  seen  from  Nawili- 
wili,  K.  15  Apr,  and  2  were  seen  on  a  pelag¬ 
ic  trip  east  of  Nawiliwili  16  Apr  (AB,  NB, 
PH,  AL).  Mottled  Petrels  are  uncommon  in 
the  Region,  but  they  are  the  most  regular  mi¬ 
grant  Pterodroma  seen  in  Hawaiian  waters. 
Two  Buller’s  Shearwaters  were  observed  be¬ 
tween  Kaua'i  and  Lehua  I.  3  May  (DK);  the 
species  is  rare,  or  at  least  rarely  reported,  in 
the  Region.  Sooty  Shearwaters  probably  mi¬ 
grate  past  the  main  Hawaiian  Islands  in  large 
numbers  every  spring,  but  only  one  was  re¬ 
ported  this  season,  a  bird  seen  on  a  pelagic 
trip  s.  of  O'ahu  13  Mar  (GA).  The  first 
Newells  Shearwater  (Threatened)  of  the  sea¬ 
son  arrived  at  K.P  16  Apr  (BZ),  and  2  pairs 
of  Newell’s  returned  to  their  artificial  nest 
burrow  at  K.P.  20  Apr  (BZ).  No  other 
Newell’s  were  reported  this  spring.  Three 
Leach’s  Storm-Petrels  and  one  probable 
Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel  were  seen  be¬ 
tween  Kaua'i  and  Lehua  1.  3  May  (DK). 
Band-rumped  Storm-Petrels  almost  certainly 
breed  on  the  main  Hawaiian  Islands,  and 
Leach’s  may  also  breed  here,  but  no  nests  of 
either  species  have  yet  been  found.  A  small 
colony  of  Red-tailed  Tropicbirds  is  hanging 


HERONS  THROUGH  HAWKS 

A  single  Great  Blue  Heron — rare  but  regular 
in  the  Region — was  seen  flying  over  the  road 
near  K.P  11  Mar  (BZ).  Four  Plegad is  ibis 
(probably  White-faced)  were  counted  at 
Kealia  3  (MN)  &  21  Mar  (ND).  Three  ibis 
were  seen  there  22  Mar  (LT).  One  White¬ 
faced  Ibis,  which  had  been  at  Honouliuli  for 
several  months,  was  last  seen  there  mid-May 
(MS). 

In  mid-Mar,  2  more  Cackling  Geese 
joined  a  flock  of  5  Cacklings  and  one 
Greater  White-fronted  Goose  that  had  been 
at  Kii  since  late  fall  (MS).  The  geese  all  left 
17  or  18  Mar  (MS).  Single  Cackling  Geese 
remained  at  Honouliuli  Mar+  (PD,  KP,  MS) 
and  Kealia  Mar+  (MN,  LT).  A  good  number 
of  ducks  gathered  at  Punamano  N.W.R.  in 
late  winter  and  remained  there  through  mid- 
Apr.  Most  were  Lesser  Scaup — around  40 
were  counted  22  (MS)  &  27  Mar  (PD).  Less¬ 
er  Scaup  were  last  seen  31  Mar  (MS).  The 
group  also  included  some  colorful  and  rare 
species:  a  male  Cinnamon  Teal  14  Apr  (MS), 
a  male  Garganey  18  Mar  (MS),  and  a  male 
Tufted  Duck  17  Mar-14  Apr  (MS,  DD,  AN). 

A  single  Osprey  was  observed  over  Hon¬ 
ouliuli  26  Mar  (PD),  and  single  Peregrine  Fal¬ 
cons  were  observed  over  Mt  Ka'ala,  O.  2  Mar 
(SM),  at  the  Kona  S.T.P.,  H.  5  (AJ)  &  12-15 
Mar  (RP),  at  Kealia  17  Mar  (LT),  and  on 
Moku  Manu  L,  off  O'ahu,  19  Apr  (F&KS). 
Gambel’s  Quail  were  observed  on  the  former 
target  island  of  Kaho'olawe  1  Mar  and  25  May 
(FZ&KS).  and  still  appear  to  be  well  estab¬ 
lished  there.  A  covey  of  8  Gambel’s  was  seen 
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at  Pu'u  La'au,  H.  13  Mar  (DL,  MV).  Gambel’s 
Quail  have  been  rarely  reported  on  Hawai'i  1. 
until  the  past  year  or  so,  when  they  have  been 
reported  more  regularly.  A  Kalij  Pheasant 
seen  in  the  n.  Waianae  Mt.  of  w.  O'ahu  13  Apr 
QR)  was  a  surprise  since  Kalij  are  known  to 
be  established  only  on  Hawai'i  I. 

STILTS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Hawaiian  Stilts  (Endangered)  appeared  to  be 
having  a  good  breeding  season  at  the  Kii, 
Honouliuli,  and  Waiawa  refuges  (MS),  al¬ 
though  heavy  spring  rains  at  Kii  had  caused 
some  disruption  (PD). 

A  surprising  number  of  uncommon  or 
rare  wintering  shorebirds  remained  in  the  is¬ 
lands  well  into  the  spring.  Single  Semi- 
palmated  Plovers  were  at  Kealia  2-17  Mar 
(MN,  LT),  the  Koheo  wetland  on  Moloka‘i  I. 
24  Mar  (ADY),  and  at  Kii  27  Mar  (PD).  A 
Lesser  Yellowlegs  was  spotted  at  Honouliuli 
28  Mar  (MM),  and  2  were  seen  there  3  &  16 
Apr  (KP).  A  Whimbrel  of  the  Siberian  race 
variegatus ,  discovered  on  the  dunes  near  Kii 
in  Feb,  was  still  there  12  Mar  (GA,  m.ob.) 
and  was  observed  with  up  to  11  Bristle¬ 
thighed  Curlews  at  Kii  mid-May-i-  (MS).  A 
single  Marbled  Godwit,  which  apparently 
moved  about  125  km  from  O'ahu  I.  to 
Kealia,  M.  last  fall,  remained  there  at  least 
through  7  Apr  (MN,  LT,  m.ob.).  This  wan¬ 
derer  returned  to  O'ahu,  where  it  was  ob¬ 
served  at  Kii  mid-May-i-  (MS).  Red  Knots  are 
rare  in  the  Region,  with  previous  records 
Sep-early  Apr,  so  it  was  a  surprise  when  a 
Red  Knot  in  full  breeding  plumage  was  ob¬ 
served  at  Honouliuli  28  May+  (ph.  PD).  One 
or  2  Curlew  Sandpipers  in  nonbreeding 
plumage  were  observed  at  Pouhala  26 
Mar-16  Apr  (PD,  RM,  MM,  KP).  Curlew 
Sandpipers  are  very  rare  in  the  Region,  so  it 
is  quite  likely  these  were  the  same  2  birds 
that  had  been  at  Kealia  over  the  winter.  On 
31  May,  the  2  Curlew  Sandpipers  were  ob¬ 
served  at  Kii  (ph.  DD,  MS).  Ruffs  are  un¬ 
common  in  the  Region,  so  one  in  a  residen¬ 
tial  yard  in  Pepe'ekeo,  H.  13  Mar  (JJ)  was  in 
a  very  unexpected  location. 

Gulls  are  uncommon  in  the  Region,  but  a 
good  variety  was  found  this  spring.  Single 
Laughing  Gulls  were  observed  in  Hilo,  H.  2 
Mar  (KP)  and  at  Kealia  2-17  Mar  (MN,  CP, 
RP,  LT).  Single  Franklin’s  Gulls  in  breeding 
plumage  were  seen  at  Kealia  6  Apr  (GN)  and 
Ohiapilo,  Moloka'i  I.  20  Apr  (ADY).  Up  to  4 
Franklin’s  were  at  Kealia  18  May+  (MN).  A 
Bonaparte’s  Gull  was  spotted  at  Apua  Pt.,  H. 
5  May  (KT,  RS),  and  a  Ring-billed  Gull  was 
seen  at  Waiawa  3  &  16  Apr  (KP).  A  single 
imm.  Glaucous  Gulls  that  appeared  in  Hilo, 
H.  in  Jan  was  still  there  2  Mar  (KP),  4  Mar 
(DL),  &  18  Mar  (DL,  m.ob.). 

OWLS  THROUGH  PASSERINES 

Native  Short-eared  Owls  were  seen  in  good 


numbers  on  Hawai'i  I.  this  spring,  with  dai¬ 
ly  counts  of  34  on  6  Mar  and  31  on  5  Apr 
(H.LT.).  This  was  in  sharp  contrast  to  last 
spring,  when  Short-eareds  were  reported  to 
be  scarce.  Introduced  Red-whiskered  Bul¬ 
buls  continue  to  expand  their  range  on 
O'ahu.  Single  Red-whiskereds  were  seen  in 
the  n.  Waianae  Mt.,  O.  11  Mar  (SM)  and  31 
Mar  (MB),  several  km  farther  nw.  than  pre¬ 
vious  reports.  Two  species  of  introduced 
finches  were  seen  for  the  first  time  on  Kaua'i 
I.:  2  ad.  Saffron  Finches  with  a  begging  juv. 
were  observed  in  Waimea,  K.  22  Mar  (JD), 
and  a  single  ad.  Yellow-billed  Cardinal  was 
seen  in  Lydgate  Park,  K.  7  Apr  (VP). 

As  usual,  reports  of  rare  native  honey- 
creepers  came  mainly  from  frequently  visit¬ 
ed  spots  and  provided  little  information  on 
how  the  populations  are  faring.  Palila  (En¬ 
dangered)  were  reported  consistently  from 
Mar+  in  Pu'u  La'au,  H.  (H.LT.,  DL),  a  spot 
visited  regularly  by  tour  groups.  Only  one 
Maui  Parrotbill  (Endangered)  was  reported, 
a  bird  seen  at  Waikamoi  12  Mar  (CP,  RP). 
On  Hawai'i  I.,  'Akiapola’au  (Endangered) 
were  seen  regularly  at  Pu'u  'O'o  Ranch  Mar+ 
(H.LT.),  and  Hawaii  Creepers  (Endangered) 
were  seen  regularly  at  Pu'u  'O'o  Ranch  and 
Hakalau  Mar-i-  (H.F.T.).  ‘Akepa  (Endan¬ 
gered)  were  seen  fairly  regularly  at  Hakalau 
(H.LT.),  but  they  were  reported  to  be  very 
hard  to  see  22  Mar  (DL).  We  got  only  one  re¬ 
port  of  the  locally  common  Oahu  ‘Amaki- 
hi — 4  were  seen  in  Upper  Pauoa  Valley,  O.  3 
May  (MW).  ‘Akeke'e  were  observed  in  Ko- 
kee  10  Mar  (RP),  but  none  of  the  endan¬ 
gered  native  forest  birds  on  Kaua'i  I.  were  re¬ 
ported  this  season.  Another  locally  common 
native  species,  Maui  ‘Alauahio,  was  reported 
only  once,  13  Mar,  at  Waikamoi,  (RP,  m.ob.). 
No  ‘Akohekohe  (Endangered)  were  report¬ 
ed. 

Small  numbers  of  Red-cheeked  Cordon- 
bleu  were  observed  in  Pu’uanahulu,  H.  6  & 
17  Mar  (H.LT.).  Two  Black-rumped  Waxbills 
were  found  in  Pu’uanahulu,  H.  21  Mar  (DL). 
These  two  introduced  species  have  persisted 
for  years  on  Hawai'i  I.  but  have  never  be¬ 
come  very  numerous. 
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Abstract 

The  association  of  Red-breasted  Nuthatch 
( Sitta  canadensis )  with  spruce-fir  forests  in 
the  Appalachian  Mountains  is  well  known; 
during  the  mid-twentieth  century,  however, 
the  species  was  also  found  nesting  and  sum¬ 
mering  at  lower  elevations,  primarily  in  as¬ 
sociation  with  hemlock  forests.  More  recent¬ 
ly,  breeding  populations  have  been  found  at 
still  lower  elevations  in  the  Appalachian  re¬ 
gion;  three  southeastern  states  documented 


their  first  nesting  records  of  the  species  be¬ 
tween  1996  and  2003,  mostly  in  mixed 
forests  best  described  as  white  pine-hem¬ 
lock-deciduous  forests.  In  pre-twentieth- 
century  literature,  there  are  hints  of  the 
species’  prior  occurrence  in  such  areas,  and 
it  may  be  that,  after  extensive  logging  in  the 
early  twentieth  century,  changes  in  habitat 
and  forest  maturity  have  begun  to  draw  the 
species  back  to  former  range.  It  is  also  possi¬ 
ble  that  the  introduction  of  pathogens  such 
as  the  Balsam  Woolly  Adelgid  may  have  con¬ 
tributed  to  shifting  Red-breasted  Nuthatch 
populations  out  of  higher-elevation  spruce- 
fir  forests  and  into  lower-elevation  areas. 
Forest  conservation  and  preservation  strate¬ 
gies  must  be  considered  if  populations  of 
this  species  are  to  thrive  in  the  mountains  of 
the  southeastern  United  States. 

Introduction 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch  ( Sitta  canadensis )  is  a 
permanent  resident  of  the  northern  conifer¬ 
ous  forests  of  North  America,  with  a  breed¬ 
ing  range  that  extends  southward  in  close 
association  with  spruce-fir  forests  of  the 
higher  elevations  of  the  Appalachian  Moun¬ 
tains  in  the  southeastern  United  States.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  mid-twentieth  century,  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  were  also  found  in  summer 
within  middle  elevations,  primarily  in  asso¬ 
ciation  with  hemlock  forests.  In  recent  years, 
there  have  been  multiple  records  document¬ 
ing  breeding  of  this  species  in  lower-eleva¬ 
tion  areas  of  the  Appalachian  region.  These 
include  small,  disjunct  pockets  of  occur¬ 
rence  along  the  Cumberland  Plateau  in  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  Tennessee,  as  well  as  more  sub¬ 
stantial  populations  along  the  Blue  Ridge 
Escarpment  in  Georgia  and  South  Carolina. 

There  have  also  been  multiple  records  of 
breeding  range  expansion  into  lower-  and 
middle-elevation  areas  in  the  Al¬ 
legheny  Mountains  of  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  Virginia,  in  the  Blue 
Ridge  Mountains  of  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and 
Georgia,  and  indications  of  possi¬ 
ble  expansion  into  the  Ridge  and 
Valley  section  of  Tennessee  and 
Georgia. 

Habitat  preference  for  breeding 


Red-breasted  Nuthatches  in  these  lower-ele¬ 
vation  areas  tends  towards  white  pine-hem- 
lock-deciduous  forests,  which  suggests  that 
recent  maturation  of  this  forest  type  within 
these  areas  is  a  key  factor  in  range  expansion 
in  this  species.  Recent  degradation  of  the 
spruce-fir  forests  of  the  higher  elevations,  as 
well  as  the  mid-twentieth-century  decline  of 
the  American  Chestnut  (Castanea  dentata), 
may  have  spurred  the  species’  breeding 
range  expansions  into  lower  elevations.  Out¬ 
side  the  spruce-fir  forests,  the  natural  range 
of  Eastern  White  Pine  (Finns  strobus )  may  be 
the  key  factor  delimiting  the  historic  as  well 
as  the  recently  expanded  range  of  Red¬ 
breasted  Nuthatch  within  the  southeastern 
United  States.  An  understanding  of  the  his¬ 
toric  and  current  environmental  factors  driv¬ 
ing  these  range  and  population  changes  will 
be  important  in  determining  an  adequate 
plan  for  habitat  management  for  the  preser¬ 
vation  of  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  popula¬ 
tions  within  the  Appalachian  region  of  the 
southeastern  United  States. 

Breedinq  range  of  the  Red-breasted 
Nuthatch  in  the  southeastern  United 
States  in  historic  context 

Up  until  the  mid-twentieth  century,  the 
breeding  range  of  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  in 
the  southeastern  United  States  was  thought 
to  be  limited  to  spruce-fir  forests  within  the 
higher  elevations  of  the  Appalachian  Moun¬ 
tains  and  to  extend  no  farther  south  than 
eastern  Tennessee  at  Roane,  Great  Smoky, 
and  Unicoi  Mountains  and  in  western  North 
Carolina  at  Black  Mountain  and  Mount 
Mitchell  (A.O.U.  1957).  A  few  earlier  records 
from  the  late  nineteenth  and  early  twentieth 
centuries,  however,  hint  that  breeding  out¬ 
side  of  that  range  may  have  occurred.  Most 
notable  was  one  record  for  Oconee  County, 
South  Carolina  on  10  June  1910  (Sprunt  and 
Chamberlain  1949),  the  same  location  where 
nesting  was  verified  in  2003  (Renfrow  2003). 
Very  close  to  the  area  of  recent  range  expan¬ 
sion  was  a  late-spring  record  at  Lake  Rabun, 
Rabun  County,  Georgia  11  May  1947 
(Burleigh  1958),  although  this  record  may 
pertain  to  a  late-departing  transient.  There 
seems  to  have  been  no  early  evidence  to  in¬ 
dicate  breeding  of  this  species  on  the  Cum- 
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Figure  1.  Male  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  in  Oconee  County,  South  Carolina,  14  June  2000. 
All  photographs  and  map  graphics  by  the  author. 


berland  Plateau,  which  is  located  along  a  line 
running  approximately  150  km  west  and 
north  of  the  spruce-fir  forests  of  the  Ap¬ 
palachians.  A  record  of  a  female  collected  16 
July  1886  at  Bardstown,  Nelson  County,  Ken¬ 
tucky  (elevation  198  m;  Beckham  1886), 
some  140  km  west  of  Kentucky’s  Cumber¬ 
land  Plateau  population,  may  pertain  to  an 
isolated  post-irruption  summering  individ¬ 
ual  or  post-breeding  transient.  In  North  Car¬ 
olina,  Brewster  (1886)  found  a  presumed 
breeding  pair  in  late  May  1885  near  High¬ 
lands,  Macon  County  in  old-growth  hemlock 
forest  at  middle  elevation  (1219  m). 

The  first  clear  indications  of  a  breeding 
population  in  the  southern  Appalachians 
outside  of  the  spruce-fir  forests  came  in  the 
1940s  during  several  intensive  field  studies 
undertaken  to  census  breeding  bird  popula¬ 
tions  in  middle-elevation  areas  of  eastern 
Tennessee  and  western  North  Carolina.  In 
the  Highlands  area  of  North  Carolina,  Holt 
(1974)  began  a  series  of  studies  in  1946  in 
which  this  species  was  again  found  present 
in  summer  between  1160  and  1250  m.  In  the 
Great  Smoky  Mountains  National  Park, 
Kendeigh  and  Fawver  (1981)  conducted 
fieldwork  during  the  summers  of  1947  and 
1948  and  found  this  species  in  a  broad  range 
of  elevations  within  study  areas  between  873 
m  and  1795  m  elevation.  Stupka  (1963)  de¬ 
notes  a  record  of  a  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  at 
884  m  at  Cades  Cove  12  June  1958  as  con¬ 
stituting  the  lowest-elevation  breeding  sea¬ 
son  record  for  this  species  in  the  Great 
Smoky  Mountains  National  Park. 

It  was  not  until  the  latter  part  of  the  twen¬ 
tieth  century,  however,  that  the  breeding 
range  of  the  species  was  found  to  extend 
into  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  On  26  May 
1986,  one  of  two  Red-breasted  Nuthatches 
sighted  was  observed  inspecting  cavities  at 
the  Chattooga  Recreation  Area  (elevation 
780  m)  in  Sumter  National  Forest,  Oconee 
County,  South  Carolina  (Post  and  Gau- 
threaux  1989;  W.  Post,  pers.  comm.).  In  the 
mid-1990s,  summer  records  were  obtained 
in  Oconee  County  as  well  as  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Chattooga  River  within  Chatta¬ 
hoochee  National  Forest  in  Rabun  County, 
Georgia  (Oberle  and  Forsythe  1995,  Oberle 
and  Haney  1997).  In  2000,  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  were  found  to  be  well  distrib¬ 
uted  along  the  Chattooga  River.  In  the  28 
river-kilometers  between  Burrell’s  Ford  (ele¬ 
vation  650  m)  to  the  north  and  Earl’s  Ford 
(elevation  490  m)  to  the  south  (Figure  1),  a 
total  of  14  individuals  were  observed  at  10 
separate  locations  12-15  June  2000.  In  May 
2002,  a  first  Georgia  nest  was  photographed 
and  documented  at  the  Nicholson  Tract  of 
the  Chattahoochee  National  Forest;  two  ad¬ 
ditional  Rabun  County  nests  were  located  in 
the  vicinity  during  the  2002  breeding  sea¬ 
son.  Another  nest  was  located  at  the  Nichol¬ 
son  Tract  on  19  April  2005.  In  April  2003,  a 


first  South  Carolina  nest  was  photographed 
and  documented  at  the  Chattooga  Recre¬ 
ation  Area  in  Oconee  County.  A  second 
South  Carolina  nest  was  found  near  Burrell’s 
Ford  in  Oconee  County  on  15  April  2005 
(Renfrew  2003,  Renfrew,  in  press;  Renfrew, 
unpubl.  data). 

There  are  indications  that  Red-breasted 
Nuthatch  may  nest  in  additional  scattered 
locations  within  the  Chattahoochee  Nation¬ 
al  Forest  in  northern  Georgia,  with  two 
records  for  June  1996  at  the  Cooper  Creek 
Scenic  Area  (734  m)  in  Union  County  and 
several  records  at  Jack’s  River  (330  m)  in  the 
Cohutta  Wilderness  Area  in  Fannin  County 
for  the  summer  of  2000.  There  are  also  sum¬ 
mer  records  from  1995-2000  for  Rabun 
County  from  one  higher  elevation  location, 
Rabun  Bald  (1436  m)  (Oberle  and  Haney 
1997,  Beaton  et  al.  2003;  G.  Beaton,  pers. 
comm.).  The  species  has  been  found  in  sum¬ 
mer  along  Persimmon  Ridge  Road  (608  m) 
in  Greenville  County,  South  Carolina 
(Carter  1993). 

Nesting  of  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  on  the 
Cumberland  Plateau  was  not  suspected  un¬ 
til  this  species  was  observed  at  the  Rock 
Bridge  area  (300-340  m)  of  the  Red  River 
Gorge  Geological  Area,  Daniel  Boone  Na¬ 
tional  Forest,  Wolfe  County,  Kentucky  dur¬ 
ing  the  summer  of  1996.  An  inactive  nest 
hole  coated  with  pine  resin  was  pho¬ 
tographed  at  this  location  on  2  July,  and  an 
adult  male  was  observed  feeding  recently 
fledged  young  on  4  July.  Evidence  of  a  very 
small  population  of  three  to  six  pairs  was 
gathered  here  during  subsequent  breeding 
seasons  encompassing  1997-2005.  An  ac¬ 
tive  nest  was  photographed  and  document¬ 
ed  at  Rock  Bridge  in  May  1999.  Another 
Wolfe  County  nest  record  was  obtained  on 


18  June  2005  along  Parched  Corn  Creek,  5 
km  distant  from  Rock  Bridge  (Renfrew 

1996,  1999a,  2001,  Renfrew,  unpubl.  data). 

Farther  south  along  the  Cumberland 

Plateau,  a  male  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  was 
located  on  26  May  2002  near  Bandy  Creek 
(400  m)  at  the  Big  South  Fork  National  Riv¬ 
er  and  Recreation  Area  in  Scott  County,  Ten¬ 
nessee.  Subsequent  attempts  to  relocate  this 
species  in  the  summer  of  2002  were  unsuc¬ 
cessful.  On  7  June  2003,  an  active  Red¬ 
breasted  Nuthatch  nest  was  observed  and 
photographed  in  the  same  location  as  the 
2002  sighting.  Red-breasted  Nuthatches 
were  again  observed  exhibiting  behavior  in¬ 
dicative  of  breeding  in  the  Bandy  Creek 
vicinity  on  7  and  1 1  July  2005  in  two  sepa¬ 
rate  locations  (Renfrew  and  Stedman  2003, 
Renfrew,  unpubl.  data). 

In  West  Virginia,  nesting  was  considered 
to  be  limited  to  the  higher  mountains  and 
mountain  valleys  by  Hall  (1983);  very  few 
published  records  of  breeding  birds  come 
from  elevations  below  900  m.  West  Vir¬ 
ginia’s  Breeding  Bird  Atlas  project  also 
found  this  species  limited  to  the  higher  ar¬ 
eas  of  the  Allegheny  Mountains,  with 
records  from  Tucker,  Grant,  Randolph,  Poc¬ 
ahontas,  Greenbrier,  Webster,  and  Nicholas 
Counties  (Buckelew  and  Hall  1994).  In 

1997,  breeding  Red-breasted  Nuthatches 
were  found  to  be  well  distributed  at  a  lower- 
elevation  site  in  Pocahontas  County,  with 
nesting  confirmed  at  850  m  on  24  June 
(Renfrew,  unpubl.  data). 

In  Virginia,  Kain  (1987)  described  Red¬ 
breasted  Nuthatch  as  a  locally  common  sum¬ 
mer  resident  at  Mt.  Rogers  and  a  locally  un¬ 
common  to  rare  summer  resident  elsewhere 
in  the  higher  elevations.  During  the 
1984-1989  Virginia  Breeding  Bird  Atlas  proj- 
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ect,  breeding  evidence  was  report¬ 
ed  in  Grayson,  Highland,  Wise, 
Rockbridge,  Botetourt,  and  Au¬ 
gusta  Counties,  with  breeding 
confirmed  at  Whitetop  and  Old 
Rag  Mountains  (R.  Clapp,  pers. 
comm.).  In  2002,  two  lower-ele¬ 
vation  nests  were  located  in 
Montgomery  County,  the  first  at 
634  m  on  27  April  and  the  second 
at  616  m  on  2  June  2002  (R. 

Mays,  unpubl.  data).  In  May 
2004,  two  additional  nests  were 
located  in  this  same  vicinity  (R. 

Mays,  pers.  comm.).  A  Red¬ 
breasted  Nuthatch  at  Big  Black 
Mountain  (1265  m)  in  Harlan 
County,  Kentucky  on  3  July  1982 
(Palmer-Ball  2003)  was  most  like¬ 
ly  a  wandering  individual  from 
the  nearby  Wise  County,  Virginia 
breeding  population,  as  there  is  virtually  no 
coniferous  element  on  Kentucky’s  Big  Black 
Mountain. 

This  series  of  new  breeding  records  in  the 
southeastern  United  States  roughly  coincided 
with  an  earlier  established  trend  towards 
southward  range  expansion  of  the  species  in 
other  states  just  to  the  north.  However,  in 
contrast  to  the  records  from  southern  ar¬ 
eas — documented  in  naturally  regenerat¬ 
ing  mixed  forests — the  northern  states’ 
records  have  been  documented  primarily 
in  maturing  conifer  plantings.  In  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  maturation  of  conifer  plantations 
established  during  the  1930s  provided 
habitat  for  nesting  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  by  the  early  1960s.  Expansion 
in  Pennsylvania  continued  well  into  the 
1990s,  with  first  county  nest  records  for 
Philadelphia  County  in  1995  and  Alleghe¬ 
ny  County  in  1996  (McWilliams  and 
Brauning  2000;  R.  Leberman,  pers. 
comm.).  In  southeastern  Ohio,  summer¬ 
ing  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  were  ob¬ 
served  intermittently  during  the  1980s 
(Peterjohn  1989),  and  nesting  was  con¬ 
firmed  in  summer  1998.  Further  nesting 
evidence  was  gathered  during  the  subse¬ 
quent  breeding  seasons  of  1999-2005,  but 
only  a  total  of  one  to  three  pairs  could  be 
located  in  any  given  year.  Although  a  few 
native  pine  species  do  occur  in  Hocking 
County  in  mixed  association  and  although 
hemlock-deciduous  forest  is  found  in  sev¬ 
eral  deep  gorges,  the  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  here  were  only  found  in  areas 
of  planted  pines  (Renfrew  1998,  1999b, 
2002,  Renfrew,  unpubl.  data). 

Distinct  from  these  recently  established 
Red-breasted  Nuthatch  breeding  popula¬ 
tions  are  isolated  breeding  occurrences  out¬ 
side  of  the  main  breeding  range,  often  fol¬ 
lowing  major  winter  irruptions  (Peterjohn 
1989,  Ghalambor  and  Martin  1999).  These 


Figure  2.  A  white  pine-hemlock-deciduous  forest  in  Wolfe 
County,  Kentucky.  Note  the  dominance  of  Eastern  White  Pine. 

post-irruptive  breeding  records  may  be  lo¬ 
cated  within  urban  and  suburban  areas 
among  plantings  of  ornamental  conifers.  Ex¬ 
amples  include  a  nesting  at  a  cemetery  in 
Hamilton  County,  Ohio  in  1982  and  a  nest¬ 
ing  attempt  at  a  Campbell  County,  Kentucky 
cemetery  in  2001  (Renfrew  1982,  2001).  A 


June  1973  Knoxville  County  record  of  re¬ 
cently  fledged  young  at  300  m,  constituting 
the  first  confirmation  of  breeding  in  Ten¬ 
nessee  outside  the  Unicoi  Mountains  (Owen 
1979),  and  a  June  1975  record  of  recently 
fledged  young  at  Rockingham  County,  con¬ 


stituting  the  only  breeding 
record  for  North  Carolina’s  pied¬ 
mont  (Burroughs  1976),  oc¬ 
curred  subsequent  to  minor  win¬ 
ter  irruptions  in  association  with 
bird  feeders  in  wooded  residen¬ 
tial  areas  with  pines. 

Harrap  and  Quinn  (1995)  de¬ 
scribe  some  variability  of  the 
southern  boundary  of  the  breed¬ 
ing  range  of  Red-breasted  Nut¬ 
hatch  in  the  Appalachians,  with 
greater  numbers  breeding  on  the 
southern  periphery  in  years  fol¬ 
lowing  good  cone  crops.  This  is 
also  indicated  by  Mays  (unpubl. 
data)  in  reference  to  the  breeding 
population  in  Montgomery 
County,  Virginia,  which  does  not 
seem  to  be  present  on  an  annual 
basis.  Assumptions  of  sporadic 
occurrence  may  on  occasion  be  incorrect,  as 
breeding  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  can  easily 
be  overlooked.  Peterjohn  (1989)  described 
summering  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  at 
Hocking  County,  Ohio  as  remaining  for  only 
one  or  two  years  and  then  disappearing.  In¬ 
tensive  scrutiny  of  the  planted  pine  areas  in 
Hocking  County  has  since  revealed  con¬ 
sistent  nesting  activity  1998-2005  (Ren¬ 
frew  1998,  1999b,  2002,  Renfrew,  un¬ 
publ.  data).  These  birds  are  often  present 
at  one  isolated  pine  stand  in  one  year  and 
at  another  stand  the  next  year,  so  all  suit¬ 
able  habitat  must  be  thoroughly  covered 
to  assess  annual  occurrence  accurately. 
Inaccessibility  of  their  habitats  and  secre¬ 
tive  behavior  during  the  breeding  season 
may  account  for  these  populations  being 
overlooked  until  the  latter  half  of  the 
twentieth  century,  as  was  the  case  with 
Swainson’s  Warbler  ( Limnothlypis  swain- 
sonii),  which  also  breeds  in  some  of  the 
same  areas  (Renfrew  and  Stedman  2003). 
In  North  Carolina,  Holt  (1974)  described 
the  difficulties  for  field  studies  posed  by 
impenetrable  tangles  of  rhododendron  in 
the  virgin  hemlocks,  which  she  traversed 
with  great  effort  on  hands  and  knees. 
Along  Ohio’s  Allegheny  Plateau,  Hicks 
(1935)  emphasized  the  inconspicuous¬ 
ness  and  choice  of  secluded  habitats  as 
primary  factors  contributing  to  the  ex¬ 
treme  difficulty  of  locating  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  during  the  breeding  season. 

Historic  habitat  changes 

A  possible  shift  or  expansion  of  breeding 
populations  of  Red-breasted  Nuthatch 
from  the  higher  elevation  spruce-fir  forests 
into  nearby  lower-elevation  white  pine-hem¬ 
lock-deciduous  forests  might  have  been 
caused  by  a  variety  of  changes  to  the  forests 
of  the  southern  Appalachians  wrought  by  an¬ 
thropogenic  factors  such  as  logging  and 


Figure  3.  An  adelgid-killed  old-growth  Eastern  Hemlock  at  Shenandoah 
National  Park,  Madison  County,  Virginia,  17  April  2004. 
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clearing  for  subsistence  agriculture  and  the 
subsequent  regeneration  of  mixed  forest. 
The  introduction  of  pathogens  resulted  in  a 
host  of  catastrophic  tree  diseases  that  ad¬ 
versely  affected  the  higher-elevations  forests 
in  particular.  Changes  in  the  breeding  range 
of  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  may  have  resulted 
from  the  conflicting  influences  of  expansion 
and  recovery  of  Eastern  White  Pine  in  the 
lower-elevation  forests  coincident  with  the 
loss  of  spruce-fir  habitat  occurring  in  the 
higher  elevations. 

Land  use  practices  in  the 
Eastern  United  States  dur¬ 
ing  the  nineteenth  century 
eliminated  Eastern  Hemlock 
( Tsuga  canadensis )  and  East¬ 
ern  White  Pine  from  many 
areas  of  the  deciduous  for¬ 
est,  particularly  the  north¬ 
ern  hardwood  and  central 
broad-leaved  regions.  The 
use  of  hemlock  bark  by  the 
tanning  industry,  along  with 
logging  and  fires,  severely 
restricted  the  distribution  of 
both  conifer  species  (Yahner 
2000).  In  the  southern  Ap¬ 
palachians,  the  remoteness 
of  the  area  delayed  the  de¬ 
struction  of  the  forests.  Log¬ 
ging  operations  for  Eastern 
White  Pine  started  in  1875 
on  the  North  Carolina  section  of  what  was  to 
become  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains  Nation¬ 
al  Park,  where  this  pine  species  comprised  20 
per  cent  of  the  bottomland  forests  (Stupka 
1964).  Fire  was  also  a  factor:  for  instance, 
Eastern  White  Pine  was  negatively  affected 
by  wildfires  that  consumed  over  50,000  acres 
within  Caldwell  County,  North  Carolina  in 
1894  (Ashe  1895). 

The  first  of  a  series  of  catastrophic  tree 
diseases  began  in  1904  with  the  accidental 
introduction  into  North  America  of  Endoth- 
ia  parasitica,  the  fungus  responsible  for 
chestnut  blight.  In  the  southern  Appalachi¬ 
ans,  the  American  Chestnut  once  comprised 
an  estimated  25  per  cent  of  the  mixed  de¬ 
ciduous  forest.  By  the  1940s,  the  chestnuts 
were  almost  entirely  extirpated,  leaving  only 
the  stubbornly  regenerating  sprouts  still 
present  today.  Large  openings  created  by  the 
loss  of  the  chestnuts  resulted  in  the  expos¬ 
ing  of  mineral  soils  particularly  favorable  to 
the  regeneration  of  Eastern  White  Pine 
(Walker  1990,  Yahner  2000).  Loss  of  the 
American  Chestnut  has  also  been  linked  to 
an  increase  in  Rosebay  Rhododendron 
( Rhododendron  maximum )  and  Mountain 
Laurel  ( Kalmia  latifolia ),  now  estimated  to 
cover  an  estimated  2.5  million  ha  in  the  Ap¬ 
palachians.  In  turn,  the  dense  cover  of  Rose- 
bay  Rhododendron  has  been  linked  to  in¬ 
creased  regeneration  of  Eastern  Hemlock 


(George  and  Bazzaz  2003). 

Many  plots  of  land  cleared  for  agricultural 
use  by  nineteenth  century  settlers  in  the  Ap¬ 
palachians  were  abandoned  during  the  agri¬ 
cultural  depressions  of  the  1890s  as  well  as 
during  the  Great  Depression  of  the  1930s. 
These  abandoned  fields  were  quickly  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  stands  of  naturally  regenerating 
Eastern  White  Pine,  renewing  the  ecological 
cycle  (Walker  1990).  This  is  particularly  evi¬ 
dent  in  the  areas  where  breeding  Red-breast¬ 


ed  Nuthatches  reach  their  highest  densities 
in  northeastern  Georgia,  at  the  Nicholson 
tract  of  the  Chattahoochee  National  Forest  as 
well  as  in  South  Carolina’s  Sumter  National 
Forest  at  the  Russell  Farmstead,  located  just 
across  the  Chattooga  River  from  the  old 
Nicholson  farmstead  (Renfrew  2002). 

Beginning  in  1911,  much  of  the  land  in 
the  Chattooga  River  watershed  was  pur¬ 
chased  by  the  U.S.  Forest  Service,  resulting 
in  a  period  of  recovery  and  renewal  for  the 
region’s  forests  (Boyd  2001).  Despite  the  in¬ 
tervening  period  of  settlement  activity, 
there  is  a  remarkable  similarity  between 
early  accounts  of  the  forest  and  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  forest  along  the  Blue  Ridge  Es¬ 
carpment  today.  In  a  1776  description  of 
the  habitat  of  the  southern  Blue  Ridge  Es¬ 
carpment,  William  Bartram  described  the 
approach  to  “Occonne  Mountain”  as  “a 
magnificent  landscape  infinitely  varied” 
with  a  species  of  rhododendron  “foremost 
in  the  assembly  of  mountain  beauties”;  after 
relating  a  series  of  steep  rocky  ascents.  Bar- 
tram  lists  Eastern  White  Pine  first  in  a  ros¬ 
ter  of  tree  species  present  (Doren  1955).  In 
this  same  area,  over  two  hundred  years  lat¬ 
er,  Gaddy  (2000)  describes  Eastern  White 
Pine  as  one  of  the  most  commonly  encoun¬ 
tered  evergreens  on  slopes  that  are  often 
dominated  by  a  shrub  layer  of  heath  species 
including  three  species  of  rhododendron. 


A  similar  cycle  of  renewal  has  taken 
place  on  the  Cumberland  Plateau.  Thomas 
(1926)  described  a  vast  forest  of  the  finest 
white  pine  at  Wolfe  County,  Kentucky  just 
prior  to  the  culmination  of  extensive  log¬ 
ging  of  the  area.  These  forests  have  now  re¬ 
turned  to  Wolfe  County,  with  the  greatest 
densities  of  Eastern  White  Pine  occurring 
in  the  Rock  Bridge  area  (Figure  2).  The  his¬ 
toric  White  Pine  Church  (less  than  one  km 
from  the  Scott  County,  Tennessee  nest  loca¬ 
tion)  may  predate  the  ex¬ 
tensive  logging  operations 
of  the  early  twentieth  cen¬ 
tury7  (Manning  1993)  and 
now  stands  within  a  matur¬ 
ing  second-growth  forest 
again  dominated  by  East¬ 
ern  White  Pine  (Renfrew 
and  Stedman  2003). 

During  this  period  of  re¬ 
covery  and  possible  expan¬ 
sion  of  the  white 
pine-hemlock-deciduous 
forests  in  the  lower  eleva¬ 
tion  of  the  Appalachians, 
there  was  a  precipitous  de¬ 
cline  in  the  health  of  the 
spruce-fir  forests  in  the 
higher  elevations.  The  Bal¬ 
sam  Woolly  Adelgid 
( Adelges  piceae ),  inadver¬ 
tently  brought  into  North 
America  at  the  beginning  of  the  twentieth 
century,  was  found  to  have  reached  the  en¬ 
demic  Fraser  Fir  (Abies  jraseri)  population 
of  the  southern  Appalachians  during  the 
mid-1950s  (Catlin  1984).  During  the  latter 
half  of  the  century,  a  majority  of  mature 
Fraser  Firs  succumbed  to  this  adelgid.  At 
Mount  Collins  in  the  Smokies,  Fraser  Fir 
has  been  virtually  eliminated  and  canopy 
cover  reduced  to  half  of  its  previous  level 
(Rabenold  et  al.  1998).  The  death  of  the  firs 
caused  weakening  in  the  anchoring  of  the 
intertwined  roots  of  adjacent  Red  Spruces 
(Picea  rubens )  (Gove  1996).  Subsequent 
vulnerability  to  windstorms  along  with  oth¬ 
er  possible  factors,  including  drought,  ice 
storms,  and  acid  rain  have  resulted  in  the 
loss  of  nearly  50  per  cent  of  the  Red  Spruce 
trees  at  high  elevations  from  New  England 
to  North  Carolina  in  the  1980s  and  1990s 
(Ayers  et  al.  1998). 

Further  complicating  this  already  com¬ 
plex  series  of  catastrophic  events  affecting 
the  Appalachian  forests,  the  Hemlock  Wool¬ 
ly  Adelgid  ( Adelges  tsugae )  was  imported 
into  North  America  in  the  mid-twentieth 
century.  During  the  1990s,  widespread 
death  of  hemlocks  began  to  occur  in  the 
Shenandoah  National  Park  (Figure  3),  and 
evidence  of  this  adelgid  has  since  been 
found  in  the  southern  Appalachians,  casting 
doubt  on  the  long-term  survival  of  Eastern 


Figure  4.  Eastern  White  Pine  resin  applied  to  Red-breasted  Nuthatch 
nest  entrance  Oconee  County,  South  Carolina,  2  June  2003. 
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Hemlock  in  many  areas  (Ayers  et  al.  1998, 
LeGrand  2004).  Hemlock  mortality  in  the 
northeastern  United  States  has  been  linked 
to  declines  in  populations  of  Black-throated 
Green  Warbler  ( Dendroica  virens),  Acadian 
Flycatcher  ( Empidonax  virescens ),  and 
Blackburnian  Warbler  (Dendroica  fused)  and 
an  increase  in  some  species  birds  not  associ¬ 
ated  with  conifers  in  the  East,  including 
White-breasted  Nuthatch  (Sitta  carolincn sis) 
(Tingley  et  al.  2002).  In  the  same  study,  data 
on  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  did  not  show  sig¬ 
nificant  trends  (Tingley  et  al.  2002).  There 
are  indications  that  breeding  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  in  the  lower-elevation  areas  may 
he  successfully  adapting  to  the  loss  of  hem¬ 
lock  in  areas  where  other  conifers  are 
present.  In  2002,  breeding  was  con¬ 
firmed  in  Montgomery  County,  Virginia 
at  634  m  in  an  area  with  Eastern  White 
Pine  listed  first  in  order  of  abundance; 
in  this  vicinity,  only  a  few  declining, 
adelgid-infested  hemlocks  were  present 
(Mays,  unpubl.  data).  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  were  also  found  in  associa¬ 
tion  with  Eastern  White  Pine  in  areas 
with  standing  dead  hemlocks  in  eastern 
Augusta  County,  Virginia  in  April  2004 
(Renfrew,  unpubl.  data). 

Habitat  selection  in 
Appalachian  populations 
of  Red-breastea  Nuthatch 

Habitat  types  favored  by  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  in  the  higher  elevations  of 
the  Appalachians  include  spruce-fir  for¬ 
est,  mature  spruce  forest,  and  mixed 
spruce-hardwood  forest  (Simpson  1976, 
Hall  1983).  In  the  Smokies,  Kendeigh  and 
Fawver  (1981)  found  this  species  in 
spruce-fir  climax  forests  between  1760  m 
and  1790  m  at  concentrations  of  20  pairs  per 
40  ha,  but  this  species  was  not  detected  in 
serai  spruce-fir  forests  above  1795  m.  This 
species  can  occasionally  be  found  nesting  in 
high-elevation  northern  hardwood  forests, 
with  the  presence  of  even  a  small  amount  of 
spruce  being  sufficient  to  produce  a  nesting 
population  (Hall  1983).  In  North  Carolina, 
Red-breasted  Nuthatches  also  nest  where 
Red  Spruce  ranges  well  below  that  of  Fraser 
Fir,  in  a  transitional  zone  of  spruce-hem¬ 
lock-deciduous  forest  between  1372  m  and 
1676  m  in  the  southern  Blue  Ridge  (Catlin 
1984,  Renfrew  2003). 

Below  the  range  of  Red  Spruce,  summer¬ 
ing  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  have  been 
found  in  old-growth  hemlock,  hemlock-de¬ 
ciduous,  hemlock-white  pine,  and  white 
pine  forests  at  elevations  between  1097  m 
and  1341  m  in  the  southern  Blue  Ridge 
(Holt  1974,  Simpson  1976).  In  the  Smokies, 
Kendeigh  and  Fawver  (1981)  found  this 
species  in  hemlock-deciduous  forests  be¬ 
tween  873  m  and  1356  m  at  concentrations 


of  1 1  pairs  per  40  ha,  as  well  as  in  pine  heath 
forests  between  1219  m  and  1349  m  at  con¬ 
centrations  of  7.3  pairs  per  40  ha. 

At  elevations  below  860  m,  breeding 
populations  of  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  are 
found  in  mixed  forest  invariably  containing 
a  strong  element  of  Eastern  White  Pine, 
Eastern  Hemlock,  Red  Maple  (Acer 
rubmm),  Sweet  Birch  (Bctula  lenla),  and 
various  oaks  (Quercus  spp.),  as  well  as  a  sig¬ 
nificant  component  of  "hard”  pine  species 
such  as  Pitch  (P  rigida),  Virginia  (P  virgini- 
ana),  and  Shortleaf  (P  echinata).  Understo¬ 
ry  vegetation  in  these  mixed  forests  is  quite 
dense,  consisting  of  a  dense  heath  layer  of 
one  or  more  species  of  Rhododendron ,  Rose- 


bay  Rhododendron  in  particular,  with 
Mountain  Laurel  present  as  well.  These  ba¬ 
sic  habitat  elements  are  all  present  in  lower- 
elevation  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  nest  site 
locations  in  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Car¬ 
olina,  and  Georgia.  Extensive  breeding-sea¬ 
son  searches  in  lower-elevation  areas 
adjacent  to  nest  areas  (specifically,  areas 
that  lack  one  or  more  of  these  habitat  ele¬ 
ments)  have  been  conducted  from  1996 
through  2005;  these  searches  have  failed  to 
find  any  summering  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  (Renfrew,  unpubl.  data). 

These  lower-elevation  Appalachian 
forests  with  breeding  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  combine  elements  from  several 
forest  types,  including  mixed  mesophytic, 
hemlock-white  pine-northern  hardwoods 
and  southern  oak-hickory-pine.  Braun 
(1950)  described  a  forest  of  this  type  at 
Kentucky’s  Red  River  Gorge  as  a  mixed 
mesophytic  community  like  the  hemlock- 
white  pine-northern  hardwoods  forest  but 
with  an  understory  stratum  of  rhododen¬ 
dron,  magnolia  ( Magnolia  spp.),  and  holly 
( Ilex  spp.)  that  lends  the  habitat  a  more 
southern  aspect.  Contrary  to  some  descrip¬ 


tions  of  Appalachian  forests  as  being 
sharply  segregated  by  slope  position  and 
orientation,  these  forests  are  broadly  inte¬ 
grated,  with  Eastern  White  Pine  often  dom¬ 
inating  into  the  upper  slopes,  and  with  a 
considerable  intermingling  of  Pitch,  Short- 
leaf,  and  Virginia  Pines  into  lower-slope  ar¬ 
eas.  This  forest  type  seems  not  to  have  been 
given  a  specific  designation  in  earlier  litera¬ 
ture  and  might  be  best  categorized  as  a 
white  pine-hemlock-deciduous  forest  of  a 
distinctly  southern  character.  In  the  past, 
the  characterization  of  forests  as  “hem¬ 
lock-deciduous”  may  have  caused  the  ele¬ 
ment  of  Eastern  White  Pine  within  this  for¬ 
est  type  to  be  overlooked.  For  example, 
Kendeigh  and  Fawver  (1981)  failed  to 
mention  Eastern  White  Pine  in  the 
context  of  their  Great  Smoky  Mountain 
National  Park  study  areas,  including 
those  in  hemlock-deciduous  forest, 
whereas  Holt  (1974)  listed  Eastern 
White  Pine  as  second  in  abundance  to 
Eastern  Hemlock  in  hemlock-hard¬ 
wood  forests  within  her  study  areas  at 
Highlands,  North  Carolina. 

In  the  lower-  to  middle-elevation 
forests  often  described  as  pure  hemlock 
or  hemlock-deciduous,  some  element  of 
an  additional  conifer  species  is  most 
likely  required  for  Red-breasted 
Nuthatch  breeding,  as  the  thin  viscosity 
of  Eastern  Hemlock  resin  is  apparently 
not  suitable  for  nest  entrance  prepara¬ 
tion:  this  species  regularly  coats  the  out¬ 
side  entrance  of  the  nest  hole  with  the 
more  viscous  resin  of  spruce,  fir,  or  pine 
(Harrap  and  Quinn  1995),  and  access  to  at 
least  a  few  such  resin-producing  conifers 
may  be  a  minimal  requirement  to  provide  ad¬ 
equate  habitat  for  nesting.  At  elevations  be¬ 
low  those  required  for  fir  or  spruce,  Eastern 
White  Pine  is  most  often  found  in  close  as¬ 
sociation  with  Eastern  Hemlock.  The  resin  of 
this  pine  species  has  been  the  most  frequent 
source  for  nest  preparation  in  the  Kentucky, 
South  Carolina,  and  Georgia  nests  of  Red¬ 
breasted  Nuthatch  observed  by  this  author 
(Figure  4).  Pitch,  Virginia,  and  Shortleaf  Pine 
also  have  viscous  resin  suitable  for  the  nest. 
Shortleaf  Pine  is  listed  as  one  of  three  south¬ 
ern  pine  species  with  resin  chemistry  suit¬ 
able  for  use  by  Red-cockaded  Woodpeckers 
(Picoides  borealis)  for  producing  resin-barri¬ 
ers  that  provide  nest  defense  against  rat 
snakes  (Elaphe  spp.)  (Conner  et  al.  2003). 
Ghalambor  and  Martin  (1999)  suggest  that 
Red-breasted  Nuthatches  construct  similar 
resin  barriers  for  reduction  of  both  competi¬ 
tive  and  predatory  interactions  at  the  nest. 

In  lower-  to  middle-elevation  situations, 
trees  utilized  for  nesting  by  Red-breasted 
Nuthatch  fall  into  two  general  categories.  In 
some  cases,  nesting  birds  use  a  standing 
dead  conifer  trunk,  usually  with  the  top  por- 


Figure  5.  The  natural  range  of  Eastern  White  Pine,  showing  locations  of 
recently  discovered  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  nest  records  in  the  Cumberland 
Plateau  and  Blue  Ridge  Escarpment. 
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Figure  6.  Results  of  prescribed  burn  at  Wolfe  County,  Kentucky,  12  May  2004.  Note  brown-needled  Eastern  White  Pine  saplings. 


tion  and  most  of  the  limbs  broken  off  but 
with  some  bark  still  intact  (particularly  at 
the  nest  cavity  entrance).  Nest  trees  in  such 
cases  have  included  Pitch  Pine,  Eastern 
White  Pine,  Shortleaf  Pine,  and  Eastern 
Hemlock.  Other  nests  have  been  found  in  a 
dead  portion  of  a  living  deciduous  tree,  often 
a  Red  Maple  or  Sweet  Birch.  These  nests  are 
usually  excavated  fresh  in  a  new  location 
each  year. 

The  seeds  extracted  from  cones  of  the 
Eastern  White  Pine  are  an  important  source 
of  food  for  this  nuthatch,  as  are  insects 
gleaned  from  lichen-encrusted  twigs  and 
branches.  In  winter,  this  species  can  often  be 
observed  foraging  in  the  deeper  grooves, 
splits,  and  irregularities  in  the  bark  of  these 
pines,  especially  at  the  circular  whorls  of 
branch  junctures  with  the  main  trunk.  The 
loose,  flaky  barks  of  Pitch,  Virginia,  and 
Shortleaf  Pines  also  serve  as  favored  foraging 
substrates.  Both  Eastern  Hemlock  and  East¬ 
ern  White  Pine  tend  to  produce  heavy  cone 
crops  in  which  the  cones  quickly  open  upon 
ripening;  the  latter  species  produces  cones 
biennially,  thus  limiting  the  availability  of 
these  food  sources  during  many  seasons.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  cones  of  Pitch,  Virginia, 
and  Shortleaf  Pine  are  persistent  and  slow  to 
open  (Holmes  1959),  providing  a  more  de¬ 
pendable  food  source  from  year  to  year.  Ad¬ 
ditionally,  the  deciduous  element  of  the  for¬ 
est  provides  foraging  substrates,  with  the 
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smaller  lichen-encrusted  branches  of  oaks 
possibly  being  more  frequently  probed  and 
inspected  than  those  of  the  surrounding 
conifers  in  these  mixed-forest  environments, 
especially  during  the  nesting  season  (Ren¬ 
frew,  unpubl.  data). 

During  searches  conducted  in  lower-ele¬ 
vation  areas  of  the  Appalachians,  areas  pos¬ 
sessing  all  of  the  above-mentioned  forest  el¬ 
ements — but  lacking  a  dense  heath 
understory  stratum — have  not  been  found 
to  contain  Red-breasted  Nuthatches,  for  rea¬ 
sons  that  are  not  clear.  The  same  is  not  true 
in  planted  pine  areas  farther  north.  Al¬ 
though  this  species  forages  readily  on  the 
ground  in  clearings  associated  with  trails, 
trampled  openings,  and  even  grassy  areas,  it 
can  occasionally  be  found  foraging  low 
among  the  rhododendron  foliage.  Close  as¬ 
sociation  of  Rosebay  Rhododendron  with 
Eastern  White  Pine  and  Eastern  Hemlock 
within  their  ranges  in  the  southeastern 
United  States  may  account  for  this  apparent 
inconsistency,  as  might  the  apparent  close 
association  of  the  lower-elevation  Ap¬ 
palachian  populations  of  Red-breasted 
Nuthatch  with  those  of  Swainsons  Warbler 
(Renfrew  and  Stedman  2003).  Old-growth 
hemlock  forests  in  both  middle-  and  lower- 
elevation  areas  are  notable  for  their  prodi¬ 
gious  understory  stratum  of  Rosebay 
Rhododendron,  as  noted  by  Brewster 
(1886),  Holt  (1974),  and  Renfrew  (2003). 


Red-breasted  Nuthatch  range 
expansion  in  relation  to 
Eastern  White  Pine  distribution 

The  discovery  of  breeding  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  on  the  Cumberland  Plateau  calls 
into  question  its  general  designation  as  a 
“northern-affinity”  species.  These  disjunct 
pockets  of  breeding  occurrence  are  consider¬ 
ably  removed  from  the  breeding  ranges  of 
other  passerine  species  considered  to  pos¬ 
sess  northern  affinities.  Haney  (1999)  lists 
Red-breasted  Nuthatch  with  Brown  Creeper 
( Certhia  americana),  Winter  Wren 
( Troglolytes  troglodytes) ,  and  Golden- 
crowned  Kinglet  (Regulus  satrapa)  as  species 
forming  a  recurring  group  that  exploits 
coniferous  cover  and  complex  structure  typ¬ 
ical  of  older  natural  forests  across  broad  ge¬ 
ographical  domains.  These  other  species  do 
extend  their  breeding  ranges  from  higher  el¬ 
evations  into  the  Blue  Ridge  Escarpment 
Gorges  of  South  Carolina  but  have  no 
known  breeding  populations  on  the  Cum¬ 
berland  Plateau  (Stedman  and  Stedman 
2002,  Palmer-Ball  2003,  Renfrew  2003). 
Blue-headed  Vireo  (Vi reo  solitarius )  and 
Black-throated  Green  Warbler,  two  Neotrop¬ 
ical  migrant  species  that  share  this  same 
habitat  and  are  sometimes  thought  of  as 
northern-affinity  species,  both  have  breed¬ 
ing  ranges  that  extend  far  to  the  south,  well 
into  the  Piedmont  region  of  Georgia  (Beaton 
et  al.  2003). 
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Outside  of  the  range  of  the  spruce-fir  for¬ 
est,  the  natural  range  of  Eastern  White  Pine 
(Figure  5)  may  well  be  the  key  component 
delimiting  the  historic  as  well  as  the  recent¬ 
ly  expanded  range  of  Red-breasted  Nuthatch 
within  the  southeastern  United  States.  This 
natural  range  extends  along  the  Appalachian 
Mountains  southward  through  the  Blue 
Ridge  Mountains  of  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  with  one  major  lobe  extending 
westward  through  the  Ridge  and  Valley  into 
Tennessee’s  Cumberland  Plateau  and  a  dis¬ 
continuous  section  encompassing  the  north¬ 
ern  portion  of  the  Cumberland  Plateau  in 
Kentucky  (Little  1970). 

Tentative  conclusions: 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch  range 
expansion  and  habitat  change 

Known  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  breeding 
populations  within  lower-elevation  areas  of 
the  southeastern  United  States  are  relatively 
few  at  present,  but  further  expansion  into  ar¬ 
eas  of  maturing  mixed  white  pine-hem- 
lock-deciduous  forest  might  be  expected 
with  the  continued  degradation  of 
spruce-fir  forests  in  higher-elevation  areas. 
Kendeigh  and  Fawver  (1981)  cite  overflow 
from  nearby  spruce-fir  forests  as  a  possible 
explanation  for  breeding  presence  of  Red¬ 
breasted  Nuthatch,  Brown  Creeper,  Winter 
Wren,  and  Golden-crowned  Kinglet  in  the 
hemlock  communities  of  the  Great  Smoky 
Mountains  National  Park. 

Askins  (2000)  lists  Red-breasted  Nuthatch 
among  avian  species  primarily  associated 
with  undisturbed  spruce  and  fir  forests.  At 
present,  it  is  not  clear  to  what  extent  the  se¬ 
vere  disease  in  southern  spruce-fir  forests 
will  affect  populations  of  this  species,  but 
population  declines  have  already  been  de¬ 
tected  in  some  areas.  During  the  late  1990s, 
Red-breasted  Nuthatches  were  reported  to  be 
scarce  in  their  usual  stronghold  in  the  spruce 
belt  of  the  Cheat  Mountains  (Hall  1997). 
Rabenold  et  al.  (1998)  list  Red-breasted 
Nuthatch  with  Black-capped  Chickadee 
( Poecile  atricapillus),  Brown  Creeper,  Winter 
Wren,  and  Golden-crowned  Kinglet  as 
species  having  declined  measurably  where 
adelgid  infestations  have  caused  dramatic 
changes  in  the  spruce-fir  forest  structure 
within  Great  Smoky  Mountains  National 
Park.  Brewster  (1886)  listed  Red-breasted 
Nuthatch  with  Winter  Wren  and  Golden- 
crowned  Kinglet  as  the  most  abundant 
species  in  the  spruce  forests  of  western  North 
Carolina:  the  call  of  the  nuthatch  is  described 
as  almost  omnipresent  in  these  areas.  As  in 
Brewster’s  time,  Red-breasted  Nuthatches 
can  still  sometimes  be  heard  three  or  four  at 
a  time  in  higher-elevation  areas,  but  such 
abundance  now  seems  to  be  the  exception 
rather  than  the  rule.  Conversely,  populations 
in  some  lower-elevation  areas  appear  to  be 


on  the  increase;  for  instance,  numbers  sur¬ 
veyed  along  Willis  Knob  Road  in  Rabun 
County,  Georgia  were  found  to  be  compara¬ 
ble  to  those  along  Clingman’s  Dome  Road  at 
Great  Smoky  Mountains  National  Park  in 
June  2004  (Renfrow,  unpubl.  data). 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  breeding 
habitat  of  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  in  the 
southeastern  United  States  occurs  on  lands 
designated  as  National  Forest,  and  these  ar¬ 
eas  contain  an  estimated  25  per  cent  of  hem- 
lock-white  pine  forests  in  the  Southern  Ap¬ 
palachians  (Hunter  et  al.  1999).  Management 
for  increased  protection  of  the  mixed  white 
pine-hemlock-deciduous  forest  type  would 
be  strongly  indicated  for  the  protection  of  the 
Red-breasted  Nuthatch.  At  present,  the  Hem¬ 
lock  Woolly  Adelgid  presents  a  serious  threat 
to  these  forests  (LeGrand  2004),  and  the  im¬ 
plementation  of  adelgid  control  measures  is 
of  critical  importance.  The  United  States  For¬ 
est  Service  has  initiated  one  adelgid  control 
measure,  namely  the  release  of  the  coccinel- 
lid  beetle  Pseudoscymnus  tsugae  in  selected 
locations  within  the  Chattahoochee  National 
Forest  in  2004.  This  beetle  is  a  highly  spe¬ 
cialized  predator,  feeding  almost  exclusively 
on  the  Hemlock  Woolly  Adelgid  and  possibly 
other  similar  adelgid  species  (Jensen  2004;  S. 
Cole,  pers.  comm.).  Further  expansion  of 
use  of  this  control  measure  could  help  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  remaining  hemlock  constituent  of 
the  Appalachian  forests. 

Other  concerns  with  regard  to  Red¬ 
breasted  Nuthatch  habitat  include  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  fire  and  of  logging.  Recent  planning 
strategies  utilizing  prescribed  burns  in  Na¬ 
tional  Forest  areas,  such  as  a  prescribed 
burn  in  2004  (Figure  6)  at  the  Rock  Bridge 
area  in  Kentucky  (B.  Palmer-Ball,  pers. 
comm.;  K.  Huie,  pers.  comm.)  and  several 
recent  prescribed  burns  within  the  Chatta¬ 
hoochee  National  Forest  in  Rabun  County, 
Georgia  (A.  Gaston,  pers.  comm.),  could  re¬ 
duce  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  populations  lo¬ 
cally.  This  species  appears  to  have  a  strong 
affinity  for  structural  features  of  old-growth 
forests  and  mature,  undisturbed  forests,  is 
adversely  affected  by  forest  fragmentation, 
and  appears  to  shun  heavily  burned  areas 
(Ghalambor  and  Martin  1999,  Haney  1999, 
Askins  2000). 

Commercial  pressure  to  resume  or  ex¬ 
pand  logging  in  white  pine-hemlock-decid¬ 
uous  forests  likewise  continues  to  be  a  con¬ 
cern.  The  use  of  prescribed  burns,  selective 
logging  of  conifers,  or  clearcutting  could  be 
detrimental  to  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  pop¬ 
ulations,  as  could  any  management  practice 
that  inhibits  growth  of  Eastern  White  Pine 
and  Rosebay  Rhododendron.  Other  passer¬ 
ine  species  that  breed  in  significant  num¬ 
bers  in  these  mixed  forests  include  Blue¬ 
headed  Vireo,  Red-eyed  Vireo  (Vireo 
olivaceus ),  Northern  Parula  ( Panda  amcri- 


cana ),  Black-throated  Green  Warbler, 
Swainson’s  Warbler,  Black-and-white  War¬ 
bler  (Mniotilta  varia ),  Worm-eating  Warbler 
(Hclmithcros  vermivorus),  Ovenbird  ( Seiurus 
aurocapi Hits),  Louisiana  Waterthrush  (Seiu¬ 
rus  motacilla ),  and  Hooded  Warbler  (Wilso- 
nia  citrina ):  the  avifaunal  richness  of  this 
lower-elevation  Appalachian  habitat  is  clear. 
Concerns  regarding  loss  of  biodiversity 
within  the  herbaceous  layer  and  changes  in 
forest  succession  due  to  the  predominance 
of  Rosebay  Rhododendron  and  Mountain 
Laurel  in  the  understory  stratum  (George 
and  Bazzaz  2003)  need  to  be  balanced  with 
concerns  for  protection  of  existing  bird 
habitat  in  these  areas. 
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Abstract 

This  paper  presents  evidence  of  the  possible 
occurrence  of  Saltmarsh  Sharp-tailed  Spar¬ 
row  ( Ammodramus  caudacutus )  in  Michigan 
in  1886,  based  on  a  specimen  previously 
identified  as  Nelsons  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow 
(Ammodramus  nelsoni).  Another  old  speci¬ 
men  of  Saltmarsh  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow,  la¬ 
beled  as  Nelsons  from  Minnesota  in  1888,  is 
most  likely  instead  from  Connecticut.  The 
paper  further  considers  the  separation  of 
these  species  in  the  field  and  in  the  hand,  as 
well  as  the  implications  raised  by  these  spec¬ 
imens  for  other  inland  records  of  sharp¬ 
tailed  sparrows  and  for  the  assessment  of 
records  based  solely  on  specimen  evidence. 

Discovery  of  the  specimens 

In  the  course  of  research  on  identification 
and  subspecies  of  sparrows  in  the  sharp¬ 
tailed  sparrow  complex — recently  classified 
as  two  species:  Ammodramus  nelsoni ,  Nelson’s 
Sharp-tailed  Sparrow,  and  A.  caudacutus,  Salt¬ 
marsh  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  (Greenlaw  1993, 
Rising  and  Avise  1993,  A. O.U.  1995) — I  visit¬ 
ed  the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History 
in  New  York  in  late  February  2004.  Browsing 
through  a  tray  of  Nelson’s 
Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  collect¬ 
ed  in  the  Midwestern  states,  1 
noted  that  one  specimen 
(AMNIT  762276)  stood  out  as 
different:  it  looked  drab, 
heavily  streaked,  with  a 
coarsely  marked  face  pattern 
and  long  bill.  Closer  study 
confirmed  my  initial  impres¬ 
sion  that  it  was  not  a  Nelson’s 


but  a  Saltmarsh  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow,  with  a 
museum  label  reading  in  part  “5  September 
1888.  Minneapolis  Marshes,  Minnesota.”  Lat¬ 
er  study  of  the  specimen  labels  showed  that 
this  bird  was  most  likely  collected  in  Con¬ 
necticut  and  mistakenly  attributed  to  Min¬ 
neapolis. 

I  continued  to  visit  ornithological  collec¬ 
tions  to  study  specimens  of  all  sharp-tailed 
sparrow  taxa  throughout  2004.  On  my  sec¬ 
ond  visit  to  the  Museum  of  Comparative  Zo¬ 
ology  at  Harvard  University  in  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts  in  that  year  (in  April),  an  odd¬ 
looking  specimen  (MCZ  192931),  catalogued 
as  Nelson’s,  again  came  to  my  attention.  I 
identified  this  drab  and  coarsely  marked  bird 
as  another  inland  specimen  of  Saltmarsh 
Sharp-tailed  Sparrow,  this  one  labeled  as  “1 
June  1886.  Detroit,  Michigan”  (Figure  l). 
This  would  represent  a  first  state  record  for 
Michigan,  if  accepted  by  the  Michigan  Bird 
Records  Committee. 

Re-identification  of  the  specimens 

In  the  case  of  both  MCZ  192931  and  AMNH 
762276,  the  bill  is  visibly  and  measurably 
long  in  comparison  to  Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed, 
and  although  measurements  of  these  species 
do  overlap,  the  measurements  of  these  speci¬ 
mens  support  the  identification  of  both  as 
Saltmarsh  rather  than  Nelson’s  (Table  1).  In 
both  specimens,  plumage  characteristics  in¬ 
dicative  of  Saltmarsh  include: 

•  Orange  facial  “triangle”  contrastingly 
brighter  than  the  buffy  breast 

•  Broad,  distinct,  and  coarse  blackish  streaks 
on  breast  and  flanks 


•  Drab  grayish  auriculars  (vs.  paler  and 
more  orange-toned  in  Nelson’s) 

•  Fine  blackish  streaks  within  the  orange  su- 
percilium 

•  Upperparts  overall  drabber  olive  brown, 
with  less  rufous  and  less  black  than  in  Nel¬ 
son’s 

•  Scapulars  and  greater  covert  edges  olive 
brown  (vs.  rufous  brown  in  Nelson’s) 

•  Mantle  feathers  olive  brown  with  small 
dark  centers  and  some  off-white  edges  (vs. 
rufous  brown  with  large  black  centers  and 
some  white  edges  in  Nelson’s) 

•  Nape  medially  olive  brown  (vs.  rufous 
brown  in  Nelson’s) 

The  two  named  subspecies  of  Saltmarsh 
Sharp-tailed  Sparrow — nominate  caudacutus, 
which  breeds  from  Maine  to  northern  New 
Jersey,  and  diversus,  which  breeds  from  south¬ 
ern  New  Jersey  to  Virginia — are  very  similar 
in  appearance  (Greenlaw  and  Rising  1994, 
Pyle  1997),  and  no  attempt  was  made  to  iden¬ 
tify  either  the  Minnesota  specimen  or  the 
Michigan  specimen  beyond  the  level  of 
species. 

Discussion 

There  are  scattered  records  of  Saltmarsh 
Sharp-tailed  from  locations  within  20-30  km 
of  the  Atlantic  coast,  mainly  along  rivers  at 
the  upper  reaches  of  tidal  influence  (e.g.,  Pier- 
mont.  New  York,  where  the  species  breeds). 
One  migrant  was  found  in  Connecticut  62  km 
from  the  tidewater  at  Willington  (Clark 
1999).  However,  there  are  only  two  accepted 
records  of  Saltmarsh  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow 
well  inland,  both  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  One  is  a  specimen  col¬ 
lected  3  October  1972  at  Pow- 
dermill  Nature  Reserve  in 
Westmoreland  County,  identi¬ 
fied  after  the  fact  by  Kenneth 
C.  Parkes  (1992);  and  the  oth- 
er  was  a  bird  mist-netted  and 
photographed  in  the  hand  at 
Lake  Minsi,  Northampton 
County  12  November  1996 


Table  1.  Bill  measurements  (in  mm)  of  Saltmarsh  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  specimens  in  context. 


Specimen 

Michigan  (MCZ  192931) 
Minnesota/Connecticut  (AMNH  762276) 
Saltmarsh  (n=942)3 
Nelson's  (n=7)3 


culmen  length1 

12.7 

12.9 

12.94(10.8-14.8) 
12.21  (11.4-13.2) 


bill  length  from  nares  to  tip2 

9.3 

9.6 

9.47  (8.4-10.9) 

8.89  (8.1-9.6) 


1  Culmen  length  was  measured  from  feathering  at  ridge  of  bill  at  forehead  to  tip  of  bill. 
2Bill  length  from  nares  was  measured  from  front  of  nasal  opening  to  tip  of  bill. 
Measurements  shown  are  mean  followed  by  range  in  parentheses.  All  measurements  by 
Chris  Elphick  and  Carina  Gjerdrum. 
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(DeReamus  2004;  three  color  photographs 
posted  to:  <http://www.users.fast.net/- 
becard/index2.html>).  Two  other  records 
from  eastern  Pennsylvania  are  also  notewor¬ 
thy  but  nearer  the  tidewater:  Conshohocken, 
Montgomery  County  on  27  May  1892  (speci¬ 
men  at  the  Academy  of  Natural 
Sciences,  Philadelphia,  ANSP  65236; 
McWilliams  and  Brauning  2000);  and  9  Octo¬ 
ber  2002  very  near  the  Delaware  River  at  the 
Penn-Warner  Club,  near  Tullytown,  Bucks 
County  (videotaped  by  D.  Farbotnik,  fide  N. 
Pulcinella).  The  species  does  occur  in  num¬ 
bers  on  the  Gulf  Coast  of  Florida  (specimens 
at  MCZ  from  Cedar  Key,  Wakulla,  and  other 
locations  to  Cape  Sable),  so  they  are  presum¬ 
ably  crossing  land  at  some  point  (most  likely 
the  northern  Florida  peninsula)  to  reach  that 
coast,  but  1  am  not  aware  of  any  records  in¬ 
land  in  the  southeastern  states,  nor  of  any  ac¬ 
cepted  records  farther  west  along  the  Gulf 
Coast  in  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  or 
Texas. 

It  is  important  to  consider  the  reliability  of 
the  locality  data  on  the  specimen  labels. 

Many  cases  exist  of  bird  specimens  in¬ 
tentionally  or  unintentionally  misla¬ 
beled,  and  that  possibility  must  be  con¬ 
sidered  for  extraordinary  records  such 
as  these.  The  AMNH  specimen  dis¬ 
cussed  above  bears  two  labels:  the  mu¬ 
seum  label,  which  was  probably  written 
after  preparation  of  the  specimen,  lists 
the  locality  as  “Minneapolis  Marshes, 
Minn.”  Another,  smaller  label,  most 
likely  attached  in  the  field,  has  a  pen¬ 
ciled  scrawl  apparently  reading  “Quin- 
napiac  Marshes.  Sep  5  1886.”  This  pre¬ 
sumably  refers  to  the  Quinnipiac 
Marshes  at  New  Haven,  Connecticut, 
which  happens  to  be  the  home  of  the 
collector,  L.  C.  Sanford.  It  seems  highly 
probable  that  the  specimen  was  collected  in 
Connecticut,  where  Saltmarsh  Sharp-tailed  is 
common,  and  later  the  location  was  misread 
and  transcribed  on  the  new  label  as  Min¬ 
neapolis. 

The  MCZ  specimen  bears  a  single  label 
with  the  information  “MCZ  192931,  June  1, 
1886.  Detroit,  Michigan.  Male.  Collection  of 
C.  F  Batchelder.  Number  1000.”  No  other 
Batchelder  specimens  from  Detroit,  Michigan 
are  in  the  MCZ,  and  in  fact  Batchelder  him¬ 
self  was  in  Europe  from  April  1886  until  Oc¬ 
tober  1887  and  made  no  known  trips  to  the 
Great  Lakes  (Taber  1958).  So  Batchelder 
most  likely  acquired  this  specimen  from  an¬ 
other  collector,  and  with  the  available  infor¬ 
mation  it  is  impossible  to  verify  the  data  on 
the  label. 

What  might  have  brought  a  Saltmarsh 
Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  to  the  Great  Lakes  re¬ 
gion,  presuming  the  specimen  tag  bears  reli¬ 
able  data  on  its  provenance,  is  a  matter  of 
speculation.  The  date  of  the  Michigan  speci¬ 
men  (1  June)  matches  the  late-spring  migra¬ 


tion  window  of  the  species.  One  could  spec¬ 
ulate  that  it  migrated  northward  in  the 
spring  from  wintering  grounds  on  the  Gulf 
Coast  and  failed  to  move  far  enough  east¬ 
ward  to  find  the  Atlantic  Coast  marshes.  Dis¬ 
placement  by  storms  or  other  weather 
events  could  also  account  for  such  an  ex- 
tralimital  bird,  but  such  an  association 
would  also  be  a  matter  of  speculation. 
Records  of  Wilson’s  Plover  ( Charadrius 
wilsonia),  Brown  Pelican  ( Pelecanus  occiden¬ 
tals),  American  Oystercatcher  ( Haematopus 
palliatus),  Black  Skimmer  ( Rhynchops  niger), 
and  other  coastal  species  in  the  Great  lakes 
show  that  such  birds  can  and  do  occur  in 
that  region,  both  in  association  with  weath¬ 
er  events  and  otherwise. 

The  difficulty  in  identifying  sparrows  in 
this  complex  has  undoubtedly  contributed  to 
the  obscurity  surrounding  noncoastal  records 
of  Saltmarsh,  including  the  specimens  dis¬ 
cussed  herein.  Certainly,  the  experience  ol 
Ken  Parkes — an  expert  on  subspecies  and 
bird  identification,  who  did  not  recognize  the 


the  field.  The  documented  records  of  Salt¬ 
marsh  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  from  inland 
Pennsylvania,  and  this  potential  specimen 
record  from  Michigan,  show  that  observers 
should  not  assume  that  all  inland  sharp-tailed 
sparrows  are  Nelsons.  Moreover,  these  speci¬ 
mens  show  the  need  for  caution  in  assessing 
such  records,  and  especially  the  value  of  de¬ 
tailed  record-keeping  to  document  all  physi¬ 
cal  evidence — including  specimens,  photo¬ 
graphs,  audio  recordings,  and  video 
recordings — for  the  benefit  of  future  re¬ 
searchers. 
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Figure  1 .  The  Michigan  specimen  of  Saltmarsh  Sharp-tailed 
Sparrow  (MCZ  192931)  is  at  center,  with  two  spring  specimens 
of  Nelson's  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  on  the  left  and  two  spring 
specimens  of  Saltmarsh  on  the  right. 

1972  specimen  as  a  Saltmarsh  for  nearly  20 
years — puts  this  difficulty  in  perspective.  On 
the  other  hand,  both  Sanford  (and  his  Con¬ 
necticut  peers  L.  B.  Bishop  and  J.  H.  Sage) 
and  Batchelder  made  detailed  studies  of 
sharp-tailed  sparrows,  whose  subspecies  were 
well-known  entities  in  the  late  1800s.  It  is 
somewhat  surprising  that  these  specimens 
were  not  identified  by  them  as  Saltmarsh.  For 
modern  birders,  it  was  not  until  1993  that 
Saltmarsh  was  split  from  Nelson’s,  rekindling 
an  interest  in  field  identification  of  these 
species  and  even  (in  some  cases)  their  sub¬ 
species. 

Seeing  sharp-tailed  sparrows  under  normal 
field  conditions  (involving  brief  views  of  iso¬ 
lated  birds),  most  observers  would  almost 
certainly  dismiss  a  vagrant  inland  Saltmarsh 
as  a  Nelson’s.  Geographic  variation  and  indi¬ 
vidual  variation,  as  well  as  under-appreciated 
seasonal  variation,  complicate  the  problem  of 
field  identification.  Nevertheless,  an  experi¬ 
enced  and  careful  observer  should  be  able  to 
identify  these  birds  to  the  level  of  species  in 
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This  impressive  flock  of  88  Sabine's  Gulls,  the  largest  ever  for  the  Yukon,  was  seen  25  May  2005  at  Judas 
Creek,  cementing  its  reputation  as  the  southern  Yukon's  premier  hotspot.  Photograph  by  Cameron  Eckert. 


A  record-high  number  of  Sandhill  Cranes — 
twenty  or  more — passed  through  New 
England  in  spring  2005,  including  this 
heavily  stained  individual  that  put  down 
on  a  golf  course  in  Nahant,  Massachusetts 
24  April.  Photograph  by  Rob  Kipp. 


This  male  Prothonotary  Warbler  was  New  Brunswick's  most  coop¬ 
erative  ever,  staying  17-29  May  2005  on  Grand  Manan  island, 
photographed  here  on  the  first  day.  Photograph  by  Alain  Clavette. 


Philadelphia  Vireo  is  an  uncommon  breeder  in  northern  New 
England  and  is  seldom  detected  during  its  spring  passage 
through  Massachusetts.  This  outstanding  portrait  was  cap¬ 
tured  at  Plum  Island  21  May  2005.  Photograph  by  Erik  Nielsen. 


JK-.- 


An  Eared  Grebe  (left,  here  with  Horned  Grebe)  was  found  at  Jefferson  Patterson  Park,  Calvert 
County,  Maryland  14  (here  23)  May  2005  and  remained  through  1  June;  the  species 
is  quite  rare  in  late  spring  in  the  Middle  Atlantic  region.  Photograph  by  George  M.  Jett. 


A  Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  at  Brooklyn,  Prince  Edward 
Island,  was  present  1-4  (here  4)  May  2005,  for  the  first 
provincial  record.  Photograph  by  Dwaine  Oakley. 


One  of  two  California  Gulls  in  Massachusetts  in  spring  2005,  this 
adult  in  immaculate  breeding  plumage  frequented  Lynn  29  (here 
30)  April-5  May  and  represented  the  fourth  record  for  the  state 
and  the  New  England  region.  Photograph  by  Erik  Nielsen. 
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This  apparent  Sutton's  Warbler  (Northern 
Parula  x  Yellow-throated  Warbler  hybrid) 
visited  Fabyan  Forest  Preserve,  Kane  County, 
Illinois  from  22  (here  29)  April  through 
16  May  2005.  Its  song  was  noted  as  being 
similar  to  that  of  a  Northern  Parula. 
Photograph  by  Eric  E.  Seeker. 


This  warbler,  banded  at  Metro  Beach  Metropark,  Macomb  County,  Michigan  14 
May  2005  (here),  was  widely  thought  to  have  Black-and-white  Warbler  as  one  par¬ 
ent;  Chestnut-sided  Warbler  or  Golden-winged  Warbler  may  have  been  the  other 
parent.  Amazingly,  the  bird  had  been  observed  and  audio-recorded  prior  to  its  cap¬ 
ture,  and  it  gave  an  unusual  buzzy  song.  More  on  this  bird  can  be  accessed  at: 
<http://www.amazilia.net/images/Birds/NewWarblers/Hybrid_Warbler.htm>. 
Photograph  by  Allen  1  Chartier. 


Perhaps  the  best  photograph  ever  taken  of  a  flying  Bermuda  Petrel,  this  image  was 
captured  with  a  digital  camera  off  Hatteras,  North  Carolina  27  May  2005.  Including 
several  early  June  records,  at  least  six  "Cahows"  were  seen  off  North  Carolina  in 
spring  2005,  more  than  in  any  previous  season.  Photograph  byJ.  Brian  Patteson. 


The  spring  of  2005  was  exceptionally  productive  for  Fea's  Petrels,  with  nine  off  the  North  Carolina 
Outer  Banks  (up  to  three  per  trip).  This  bird  stood  out  as  distinct  from  others  by  virtue  of  its  small 
size,  small  bill,  and  dirty  gray  uppertail  coverts;  it  was  identified  by  the  photographer  as  a 
Zino's/Fea's  Petrel  as  opposed  to  Fea's  Petrel.  Photograph  byJ.  Brian  Patteson. 


This  apparent  Mourning  Warbler  x  Common  Yel- 
lowthroat  hybrid  was  photographed  at  Garret 
Mountain,  New  Jersey  14  May  2005  and  remained 
there  through  31  May.  This  hybrid  combination  has 
been  reported  on  at  least  one  occasion  in  the  past, 
according  to  Warblers  by  Jon  Dunn  and  Kimball  Gar¬ 
rett.  Photograph  by  Scott  Elowitz. 


One  of  six  recorded  off  the  North  Carolina  coast  this 
spring  (on  five  boat  trips),  this  European  Storm-Petrel 
was  photographed  30  May  2005  off  Manteo;  at  that  time, 
the  state  had  only  one  prior  report,  and  the  only  other 
North  American  record  was  a  1970  specimen  from 
Nova  Scotia.  Photograph  by  George  L.  Armistead. 


This  female  Wilson's  Phalarope  was  a  good  spring  find  at 
the  E.  L.  Huie  Land  Application  Facility  ponds  in  Clayton 
County,  Georgia;  it  was  present  28  April  through  (here) 

1  May  2005.  Photograph  by  Dan  Vickers. 


This  Purple  Gallinule  was  found  at  Fort  Monroe,  Hampton 
Virginia  7  April  2005  and  seen  again  once,  briefly,  in  June 
there.  Records  of  the  species  are  inexplicably  few  in  the 
state.  Photograph  by  Robert  L.  Anderson. 
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This  brilliant  male  Hooded  Oriole — at  least  2500  km  beyond  its  range — 
was  at  Marsh  Lake,  Yukon  1 2  May  2005.  It  provided  a  first  Yukon  record 
and  one  of  just  a  few  for  Canada.  Photograph  by  Cameron  D.  Eckert. 


This  Bullock's  Oriole  was  present  on  16  May  2005  at  Han¬ 
cock,  Houghton  County,  Michigan,  furnishing  just  the  third 
record  of  this  species  for  the  state.  Photograph  by  Joe  Kaplan. 


Two  Whooper  Swans  splashed  down  on  Lake  Nockamixon,  Bucks  County,  Pennsylvania  18  May  2005  (here),  and  both  remained 
through  at  least  the  29th.  Another  Whooper  was  reported  on  the  Susquehanna  River  in  mid-May.  Photograph  by  Carl  Reader. 


A  Hooded  Oriole  present  6-10  (here  7)  May  2005  at 
the  photographer's  residence  in  Clare  County,  Michi¬ 
gan  provided  a  first  state  record.  Interestingly,  a 
Hooded  Oriole  was  reported  from  Ontario  within  days 
of  this  bird's  departure.  Photograph  by  Roger  Carey. 


Although  Scott's  Oriole  is  now  known  to  nest  in 
extreme  western  Colorado,  the  state's  first  was  a 
vagrant  found  by  Van  Remsen  at  Red  Rocks  Park 
near  Denver  in  May  1975.  Providing  another  rare 
Front  Range  record,  this  male  Scott's  was  first 
noted  at  feeders  in  south  Boulder  during  a  blizzard 
30  April  2005;  it  lingered  for  about  a  week  (here  4 
May).  Photograph  by  Bill  Schmoker. 


Furnishing  the  third  verifiable  record  for  Florida  was 
this  female  Kirtland's  Warbler  at  Fort  De  Soto  Park  10 
May  2005;  the  other  records  were  from  17  October 
1999  and  27  April  1896!  Photograph  by  LynS.  Atherton. 
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Merlins  of  the  subspecies  richardsoni  are  unusual  in  Illi¬ 
nois.  This  one  was  nicely  documented  at  Chicago's  Mon¬ 
trose  Point  25  April  2005.  Photograph  by  Robert  Hughes. 


■■■Mt 


Though  vagrant  Glossy  Ibis  have  been  turning  up  across  western  North  America  in  recent  years,  few  birders 
would  have  anticipated  the  appearance  of  one  with  White-faced  Ibis  (also  a  vagrant  in  Washington)  at 
Nisqually  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  where  these  birds  were  noted  30  May  2005.  Photograph  by  Keith  Brady. 


Alabama's  second  White-winged  Crossbill  was  a  male 
discovered  by  the  photographer  on  7  (here  8)  through 
21  April  2004  in  Lauderdale  County,  the  same  county  in 
which  the  first  state  record  was  discovered  in  spring 
2002.  Photograph  by  Robin  Ackley  Kelso. 


This  Mallard  x  American  Wigeon  hybrid  was  near 
Stavely,  Alberta  13  March  2005.  Notice  the  wigeon- 
like  bill,  intermediate  head  shape,  and  small  gray 
cheek  spot.  Photograph  by  Terry  Korolyk. 


Across  much  of  the  central  and  southern  United  States,  Cinnamon 
Teal  x  Blue-winged  Teal  hybrids  were  well  reported  in  spring 
2005.  This  one  was  present  at  Chaney  Lake,  Warren  County,  Ken¬ 
tucky  9-27  (here  21 )  April.  Photograph  by  David  Roemer. 


This  Mottled  Duck,  apparently  a  male,  was  present 
in  western  Henderson  County,  Kentucky  20  May  2005, 
potentially  a  first  for  the  state,  and  close  on  the  heels 
of  Tennessee's  third.  Photograph  by  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr. 


This  Swainson's  Thrush  of  the  russet-backed  coastal  Pacific  subspecies  group  ustulatus  was  banded  23  May  2005  at  Chico  Basin  Ranch, 
El  Paso  County,  Colorado — only  the  second  time  this  form  has  been  documented  in  the  state.  Photograph  by  Brian  Gibbons. 
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This  male  Eurasian  Siskin  made  irregular  visits  to  a 
Winnipeg,  Manitoba  feeder  between  13  (here)  and 
24  March  2005.  Like  the  European  Goldfinch  seen 
nearby  later  in  spring  2005,  its  provenance  is 
unknown.  Photograph  by  Brian  Huebert. 


This  Northern  Cardinal  in  Gig  Harbor,  Pierce  County,  Washington  7 
and  (here)  8  May  2005  would  provide  the  first  record  for  the  state 
and  the  Oregon  &  Washington  region.  A  substantial  proportion  of 
vagrant  records  northwest  of  this  species'  usual  range  has  come 
from  the  April-May  period,  which  may  support  the  argument  for 
this  bird  being  a  wild  vagrant.  Photograph  by  Fulton  Desler. 


Outside  the  normal  northwestern  migration  corridor  for  the  Southern  Great  Plains  region,  this 
female  Red-necked  Phalarope  appeared  on  a  day  of  significant  shorebird  movement  at  the 
Leonard  Sod  Farms  in  Tulsa  County,  Oklahoma  14  May  2005.  Photograph  by  James  U.  Arterburn. 


Part  of  a  pulse  of  records  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  Southern  Great  Plains  was  this  fine  male 
Lazuli  Bunting  in  Coweta,  Wagoner  County, 
Oklahoma  24  May  2005.  Photograph  by  Steve  Metz. 


A  team  of  Rocky  Mountain  Bird  Observatory  monitoring 
technicians  had  an  unexpected  bonus  7  May  2005  when  this 
Golden-crowned  Sparrow  appeared  with  a  flock  of  foraging 
White-crowned  Sparrows  at  Lathrop  State  Park,  Huerfano 
County,  Colorado.  Photograph  by  Bill  Schmoker. 


Representing  the  first  record  for  South  Dakota,  this 
Eurasian  Tree  Sparrow  (with  male  House  Sparrow  below) 
was  found  dead  in  a  Purple  Martin  house  near  Huron  29 
April  2005.  Photograph  by  Dan  Tollman. 


The  Crow  Valley  Campground  on  the  Pawnee  National 
Grasslands  in  Weld  County,  Colorado  has  a  history  of 
attracting  eastern  rarities.  This  Black-billed  Cuckoo 
found  by  John  Vanderpoel  22  May  2005  provided  one  of 
the  season's  highlights  there.  Photograph  by  Steve  Messick. 


Perhaps  the  bird  of  the  season  in  Texas,  this 
Red-breasted  Sapsucker  frequented  pinons  and 
Emory  Oaks  in  the  upper  Davis  Mountains  10-28 
(here  1 7)  March  2005.  Amazingly,  this  is  the  third 
individual  of  this  species  to  be  documented  in 
the  state.  Photograph  by  Mark  W.  Lockwood. 
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Two  Red-breasted  Flycatchers  frequented  beachside 
habitats  on  Shemya  Island  in  Alaska's  Aleutians  29  May 
through  (here)  5  June  2005.  This  bird  is  clearly  of  the 
subspecies  albicilla,  now  recognized  as  a  full  species, 
Taiga  Flycatcher,  in  Eurasia  (see  Birding  World  12: 460- 
468, 16: 153-155  and  429-432).  The  all-dark  bill,  brown 
(not  gray)  cap,  and  gray  plumage  surrounding  the  trun¬ 
cated  but  rich  red-orange  throat  identify  this  as  Taiga. 

Photograph  by  Michael  1.  Schwitters. 


A  male  Eurasian  Bullfinch  at  Shemya  Island,  Alaska 
(here  5  June  2005)  was  one  of  several  reported  from 
the  western  Aleutians  after  passage  of  a  late-May  low- 
pressure  system.  Photograph  by  Michael  T.  Schwitters. 


This  male  Flame-colored  Tanager,  here  with  a  female, 
returned  to  Madera  Canyon  for  its  third  summer  1 4  April 
2005  (here);  the  pair  was  feeding  at  least  one  fledged 
young  by  the  end  of  May.  Photograph  by  Christie  van  Cleve. 


Establishing  the  first  record  for  Central  America  (and  first 
south  of  northern  Mexico  and  Florida)  was  this  White- 
throated  Sparrow  on  Half  Moon  Caye,  75  km  off  the  coast 
of  Belize,  1 8  May  2005.  Photograph  by  Kerem  Boyla. 


This  Eurasian  Wigeon  x  American  Wigeon  hybrid  at  Lagunas 
de  Chametla,  Baja  California  Sur  23  March  2005  was  first  found 
26  January.  There  is  just  one  state  record  of  a  pure  Eurasian. 
Photograph  by  Oscar  Johnson. 


This  Slate-throated  Redstart  was  discovered  26  May  2005  at  Comfort  Spring,  Carr  Canyon,  Arizona  and  subsequently 
found  dead  3  June,  providing  only  a  sixth  record  of  this  striking  species  from  Arizona.  Photograph  by  Keith  Hamper. 


Every  spring  eastern  parulids  find  their  way  to  southern  California.  Butterbredt  Spring,  in 
Kern  County,  turned  up  this  male  Magnolia  Warbler  (here  6  June  2005,  lower  left),  plus  a  Northern  Parula  and  a 
Kentucky  Warbler  (right)  on  17  May.  The  first  to  be  found  on  San  Clemente  Island  in  spring,  this  male  Black- 
throated  Green  Warbler  (upper  left)  sang  there  31  May  2005.  Photographs  by  Ken  Kyle  and  Jimmy  M.McMorran  (upper  left). 
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Providing  a  second  record  for  the  island,  this  Artie  Tern  was  3  km  east  of  La  Desirade, 
off  Guadeloupe,  French  West  Indies  on  1  May  2005.  Photograph  by  Anthony  Levesque. 


Part  of  the  nearly  annual  Newfoundland  "catch"  of  spring  migrant 
European  Golden-Plovers,  this  bird  at  Cape  Spear  30  April  2005 
was  unusually  approachable.  Photograph  by  Bruce  Mactavish. 


This  adult  Red-billed  Tropicbird,  the  first  documented  in  the  state  of  Tamaulipas  (and  one  of 
very  few  records  for  the  Mexican  part  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico),  was  found  foraging  on  a  brackish 
lake  away  from  the  ocean  at  Los  Ebanos  Ranch  1 2  May  2005  and  stayed  for  a  week.  It  was  for¬ 
tunately  discovered  during  a  bird  photography  tour.  Photograph  by  Arturo  Caso. 


Though  increasingly  recorded  north  of  normal 
range  in  spring  in  some  areas,  Vermilion  Fly¬ 
catcher  is  rare  in  Iowa;  this  male  found  15 
(here  23)  May  2005  at  Whiterock  Conservancy, 
Guthrie  County,  Iowa  was  the  state's  fifth  and 
the  first  since  1 997.  Photograph  by  Jay  Gilliam. 


As  more  Glossy  Ibis  are  found  in  Colorado,  so  too  are  apparent  Glossy  Ibis  x 
White-faced  Ibis  hybrids.  This  photograph  from  23  April  2005  at  Beebe  Draw, 
Weld  County  provides  an  excellent  comparison  of  an  adult  Glossy  Ibis  (right) 
and  possible  hybrid,  with  red  eye,  at  left.  Photograph  by  Tony  Leukering. 


This  King  Rail  was  a  rare  sight  at  Cumming 
wetlands,  Warren  County,  Iowa  19  May  2005. 
Formerly  more  widespread,  this  species  has  all 
but  disappeared  from  much  of  its  former  range 
in  the  interior  and  is  now  a  very  rare  migrant 
and  nesterin  Iowa.  Photograph  by  Jay  Gilliam. 


Reported  infrequently  in  Alaska,  with  very  few  records  coming  from  areas  east  of  the  Near 
Islands  in  the  Aleutians,  Far  Eastern  Curlew  was  found  at  Shemya  Island  this  season,  on  30 
May  2005 — a  single  individual,  as  is  typical.  Photograph  by  Michael  T.  Schwitters. 
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